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A brilliantly creative and intricate fantasy that will keep you spell-bound... Rescuing a kingdom could cost
him everything-even his life. The ancient House of the Keepers has ruled the Second Kingdom in unbroken
succession for seven centuries. Now it's rapidly falling into ruin. Its valiant king has been murdered in battle.
Phelan, a treacherous seer, has pitted his will and powers against the kingdom's aging heroine, Lady Morena.
The only remaining Keeper prince has been forced to flee the murderous rage of his usurping general while
enemy armies march upon the Second Kingdom. Meanwhile, in the war-threatened Outland territory beyond
the Great River, young Colin wrestles with other-worldly voices and nightmares that force him to question
his sanity. A timely meeting with the exiled Keeper heir provides answers...but will the answers prove more
challenging-and deadly-than the questions? And whom can young Colin trust with the gifts he's been given?
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Lyle Appleyard says

I recieved a copy of this novel as part of a GoodREads FirstRReads Giveaway.

This was the first book of a trilogy, but this book could stand on its own. There is no real cliffhanger, other
than the major antagonist escaping with a promise to attack future generations of the hero.

The authour tries to make this a character driven story. The battle scenes and physical conflicks are are not
empasized. They occur, but there is not much details about them. The only fights that are covered in detail
are the ones involving the hero. To make it more interesting, the main hero's two closest friends/cousins are
potrayed as enemies. This conflict is confusing in its origin and has potential to be very disruptive to the
story, but they seem to work together despite it. This could have been used more in the fianl outcome. They
came to terms at the end the book.

The story line of a heir to a king being hidden away for his safety until he is ready is a safe story line. The
transition he made from a smith's son who had bad dreams to a man leading his peopl in war again
supernatural powers is a bit of leap, even with the guidance he recieved.

One thing I would recommend to the author is to have glossary of character, places and creatures. It would
have helped a bit in this book. In future books it may be harder to remember the characters and events of the
previous books. I don't think a map would be necessary at this point. It will depend on whether they

I felt this book's target audience is the young adult/teen reader. This would be perfect for the reader just
starting out and was curious about fantasy. the stroy is not hard to read or follow. The good guys win.

I enjoyed the novel. When I get caught up on my reading, I will look up the sequels.


