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CAmo Juan dejo de ser seminarista. Habéan salido 1os dos muchachos (3 pasear por |os arededores del
pueblo, y 3 lavuelta, sentados en un pretil del camino, cambiaban 3 largos interval os alguna frase
indiferente. Era uno de los mozos ato, fuerte, de ojos grisesy expresidn jovial; el otro, bajo, raquético, de
cara manchada de roseolas y de mirar adusto y un tanto sombréo. Los dos, vestidos de negro, imberbe el uno,
rasurado el otro, tenéan aire de seminaristas; €l alto, grababa con un cortaplumas en la corteza de una vara
una porcidn de dibujos y de adornos; €l otro, con las manos en las rodillas, en actitud melancdlica,
contemplaba, entre absorto y distraédo, €l paisaje
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Fausto says

iVIVA LA ANARQUIA!

Buen broche parafinalizar estatrilogia. Si bien, ya que he calificado con la misma notalos tres libros, me
gusté mésy me parecié mas redondo el segundo tomo: “Mala hierba’.

“Auroraroja’ se desvinculaun poco de lalinea seguida con las 2 primeras novelas. El texto aparte de reflgjar
las diferentes clases (especial mente bajas) de la sociedad espafiola de principios del siglo XX, se centramés
en la problematica de los obrerosy el texto posee un cariz mas critico (iniciado en “Mala hierba’) y duro
contralasinstituciones politicas y del gobierno.

Lahistoriaseiniciacon Juan, € hermano del protagonista, que tiene tantaimportancia e incidenciaen la
narracion como el propio Manuel. Con €l, y “arrastrando” a su hermano (menos abulico y fuera de lamiseria
gue le rodeaba anteriormente), nos adentra en el mundo anarquistay de las ideas revolucionarias. Se exponen
las diferentes versiones de esta filosofia politica que se convierte en la Ultima esperanza de la gente oprimida.
Hay un andlisisfrio dela“ided’ y de los variados caracteres que siguen cada distinta doctrina, que abarca
dese el mésingenuo, el solidario y llegando hasta el mas cruel. Muchos capitul os se dedican exclusivamente
aanadlizar lajusticiasocial, el régimen palitico, las instituciones, la pena de muerte, los derechos individuales
o lasleyes. Hay unaconclusion readistay cruel, enunciada por €l personaje de Roberto, que rechaza toda
utopia social y la Unica solucion para el ser humano estéd en lalucha por lavida.

Y en paralelo con este “ estudio social” aparecen tramasy personajes de las novelas anteriores que se han
trabado en lavida de Manuel, asistiendo como han evolucionado o que ha sido de su vida o muerte.

Mi nota: 7

Truncarlos says

Dame dynamite
gue I'on danse vite
chantons et buvons
et dynamitons
dynamite, dynamite
dynamitons

Adi says

| quite liked this novel. The plot was revolving around the political strugglesin Madrid in the beginning of
20th century. This major conflict was entwined with the destinies of the unknown and humble people, who
put alot of effort and work hard in order to ensuring their future existence. The main characters, while a bit
bland, were still charming. The only thing, that was almost completely missing from the story, was love. And
I would have liked to see more romance between the lead characters.
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Irene says

Parte de latriologia de laLalucha por lavida, estay Mala Hierba, fueron mis favoritas. También latriologia
de las ciudades es estupenda.

No me gustan mucho las novel as de aventuras de Pio Baroja, pero estas més costumbristas ambientadas en
urbesy un poquito folletinescas me encantan. Lei latriologia de las ciudades en un fin de semana, sin parar
casi ni acomer.

Marci Miller says

Auroraroja (Red Dawn) isthe third part of the trilogy The struggle for life, written by Pio Barojain the first
years of the XX century.

Thistrilogy follows the adventures and misadventures of teenager and young adult Manuel in Madrid in late
XIX century and first few years of XX century.

In the first two parts of thistrilogy Manuel came to Madrid from the provinces and found himself wandering
about in the most miserable neighborhoods of the Spanish capital, meeting arange of characters that tells us
much about the poor conditions of life in Spain during those years. Those companions of Manuel sometimes
lead him to the wrong side of the law, making even deeper his pessimism and skepticism about Spain in
particular and life in general.

Auroraroja centers on the life of young man Manuel trying to change course of the life he led in the previous
two novels and is now looking to own his own business and become a part of the bourgeoisie class, trying to
leave acircle of negative acquaintances behind. Whilst trying to achieve his aim, he starts to hang out with a
group of anarchists, yet never really becoming fully identified with them or involved with the anarchist
cause. That lack of energy or involvement is a permanent trait of Manuel's personality.

This book is an excellent account of what Spain, and specifically Madrid, was likein the last years of XIX
and beginning of XX century. In my view, one of the most interesting themes of the book for the reader of
today is the description of the misery existent in Madrid, which is the background for this story, is also the
background and the cause of Spain's social instability of the first few decades of the XX century. That
instability, which was also political and economic ended up afew decades later in a dramatic and devastating
event, the Spanish Civil War. In the lead to this conflict, the moderate political classes where crashed in the
between the radical approaches of anarchists and socialists on one side, and the fascists on other side. That
divide of two inflexible elements of the Spanish society, crashing the more moderate (and passive) elements
of Spanish society in between them, is already visible-even if only inits early stages- in the period of time
covered by this novel.

The book gives us an insight into the thinking of the lower class socia classes, oppressed by a system that
did not allow for much social mobility and an economy that was not able to keep up pace with many of the
other Western European economies, bringing much dissatisfaction and anger among the poorer classes of
Spanish society. The feeling of social injustice and lack of prospects is a the scenario where extreme ideas of
social revolution flourish. The variety of anarchist ideas, its arguments and its flows are well represented in
the novel by arange of characters. Baroja uses this anarchist landscape to put forward his own opinion about
each of the different anarchist ideas represented.

It isworth reminding that this story takes place in acritical period of Spanish history, when Spain lost the
final colonies of its empire. This event arguably caused an identity crisisin the country, marking not only the
definite demise of the old empire, but also the rising of many voices for aradical change of political regime.
Thisidentity crisis underpins many of the conversations and actions of this story.
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Itisinthis historical background in which Manuel, without many means nor perhaps much ambition, triesto
get by and became an adult integrated in the society he hasto live in. Whilst in the previous 2 novels of this
trilogy, he was victim of his own laziness and lack of self-determination when otherstried to lead him astray,
now in the third part of the trilogy, Manuel shows a bit more focus and drive, and despite hisinterest in the
anarchist idea, he chooses a capitalist, liberal way of life. He wants to have his own property, his own
business, and make a living with it.

Thisis an excellent book, not only because it tells us so much about the evils of Spain in those crucial years
when the country lost the remainings of its past glory as global empire, but also because it helps to
understand the run up of events that eventually took Spain to the so bitterly divide that would have
catastrophic consequences years later. Equally, it also tells us much about the Spain of today, the Spain of
the X X1 century, in which many people, just like Manuel, face the struggle for life in a background of crisis,
political disbelief and unclear horizons.

Dwight says

http://bookcents.blogspot.com/2010/03...

Originaly published in 1904, Red Dawn can be a difficult read in many areas, especialy involving the
integral part that politics playsin the novel. The book transcends its time and place (and politics) thanks to
Baroja’ s focus, looking beneath what the characters believe in order to understand the forces driving their
beliefs. Thisfinal book in The Struggle for Life trilogy departs from the detached view of the first two
volumes as Baroja interjects himself with passionate language and direct judgment.

One of the issues raised by Barojain The Struggle for Life trilogy centers on the emptiness of idealism when
not backed up by action. The quotes by Manuel at the end of The Quest promise an attempt for self-
improvement, something he constantly failsto do in Weeds. In Red Dawn, Jests undermines his vision (from
the end of Weeds) of man’s potential superior state by doing nothing productive (unless stealing from
cemeteries or trying to seduce his sister’ s friends counts in that area). Red Dawn, through the character of
Juan, takes a deeper ook at what happens when such idealism is backed up by certain types of action.

Dani says

Esteesel final aunatrilogiagenial. En Aurora Roja el autor se desliga definitivamente de darle un empague
objetivo y busca situar latramaen el contexto socio-politico de la época. Asi se pueden observar las
inclinaciones ideol 6gicas de un joven Baroja desencantado con las tesis anarquistas, en concreto con su
praxis. Destaca también un ataque velado a patriarcado, con unaimportancia notoria de |os personajes
femeninos, con |los que se eshoza la doble opresion a la que estéan sometidos. Se bargjan y analizan alo largo
del libro los distintos model os de sociedad propuestos por el socialismo, e anarquismo o incluso el
despotismo ilustrado o un proto-anarcocapitalismo. A pesar de la criticaimplicitaalas aternativas Barojano
por ello rebgjala denuncia de la situacién de las clases trabajadoras y su represion aungue con un tono de
pesimismo voraz que hace dudar de la capacidad de escapar del engrangje de lalucha de clases como
sociedad. Quizas Manuel haya sobrevivido pero €l sabor afango nunca se fue.
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