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A History of Philosophy, Vol. 4: Modern Philosophy, from Descartesto L eibnitz Frederick Charles
Copleston

Conceived originally as a serious presentation of the development of philosophy for Catholic seminary
students, Frederick Copleston's nine-volume A History Of Philosophy has journeyed far beyond the modest
purpose of its author to universal acclaimas the best history of philosophy in English.

Copleston, an Oxford Jesuit of immense erudition who once tangled with A.J. Ayer in afabled debate about
the existence of God and the possibility of metaphysics, knew that seminary students were fed awoefully
inadequate diet of theses and proofs, and that their familiarity with most of history's great thinkers was
reduced to smplistic caricatures. Copleston set out to redress the wrong by writing a complete history of
Western philosophy, one crackling with incident and intellectual excitement - and one that gives full place to
each thinker, presenting his thought in a beautifully rounded manner and showing his links to those who
came after him.
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JamesF says

| finally got started with this again, going forward into the early modern period. Copleston divided the pre-
Kantian period into two volumes; this, the first, deals with the Continental “Rationalist” tradition, the next
will deal with the British Empiricists. Actualy, thisisless acomplete history than a study of three important
figures, Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz, each of whom gets four or five chapters, supplemented by three
shorter chapters on Pascal, Malebranche, and the minor Cartesians. The Catholic bias was less noticeablein
this volume, probably because the question of agreement with Catholic theology was actually an important
guestion to at least Descartes, Pascal, Malbranche, and the other Catholics, and relevant to the acceptance or
non-acceptance of Leibniz and Spinoza as well, so it doesn’t seem so much Father Copleston’s personal
opinionizing. The presentation of the actual philosophies was of course very thorough for a general history.
There was very little in the way of the social background of the philosophy, but one wouldn’t expect that
from awriter of this perspective.
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Azaghedi says

Another wonderful installment in Copleston's excellent series. | have a soft spot for early modern
philosophy--Descartes, Spinoza, and Leibniz--so | especially enjoyed this volume. As usual, Copleston did a
superb job addressing, in adequate detail, the multifaceted philosophies of the most important thinkers of the
era.

Albie says

History of Philosophy, Volume 4 (Modern Philosophy) by Frederick C. Copleston (1993)

Naele says
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John says

nonfiction,philosophy,history

Ahmad Sharabiani says

A History of Philosophy 4: Descartesto Leibnitz (A History of Philosophy #4), Frederick Charles Copleston
Discusses Descartes, Pascal, Malebranche, Spinoza and Leibniz. Deals with the great rationalist systems of
philosophy in Europe in the pre-Kantian period.
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Dave Peticolas says

David says

In this volume Copleston introduces us to modern philosophy, which is the subject of the next three volumes.
After thisintroduction he focuses on Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz with brief chapters on Malebranche and
Pascal. Another solid volumein this series, recommended for those who want an overview of philosophy.

Mahnam says
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PRIV NI VIXXIN V0TI VI VTN NI VN VIN IR VXX AN IR 7IIINR N 7777
PIVIXINR VXN VN VN VXTI NN V3TN XXX VN VIR 0007IN 203N 030N 0070 7077 280 777?

Brian says

Great overview of the Rationalist philosophers. This book was extremely helpful as a supplement to my
readings of the Rationalistsin a course | took on the Rationalists.

Jeffrey Falk says

Thisvolumeis relatively obscure (both in the relative unimportance of some of the thinkersit covers and the
difficulty to understand Copleston's explications). The highlights are Copleston's accounts of Descartes
"clear and distinct" innate ideas, "Pascal's wager" (and its intended audience), and Leibniz's theodicy
(answersto the "problem of evil"). The sections on Spinoza are somewhat disappointing.

Sameh hwary says
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Ashraf Ali says
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