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A career-focused dancer who's sworn off men...

A cursed crystal warrior on borrowed time....

Chalcedony (Chalcey) istoo busy planning the launch of her dance studio to fret about the absence of menin
her life. Besides, she's hanging out for the man of her dreams-if such a creature exists. Her ordered world is
turned on its head when she's given awulfenite crystal, and Lord Wulfenite, Keeper of the Shifting Sands
fief, emerges... and kisses her like there's no tomorrow.

Before they comprehend what'struly at stake, Chalcey has bonded with Wulf and hislifeisin her hands.
And with the Crystal Guardian's final test looming, Chalcey must confront her feelings for Wulf... and find a
way to save him beforeit's too late.

Winner of the Romance Writers of New Zealand Clendon Award
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Meghan says

*read on wattpad*

Sophia says

| picked up this book because | thought the blurb sounded interesting and at the time it was free so | was
willing to take a chance. | am so glad | did because |'ve now found a new seriesto enjoy.

The world building of this story was very creative and refreshing when compared to the majority of
romances with fantasy romance blended with the contemporary that are available out there. It is the story of
Wulf, amighty brutish warrior of the past, from a parallel world who follows the dictates of his elders and
their people's needs to conguer others and take their women. He is punished for these sins in the form of a
curse that imprisons him and several of hiswarriors inside crystals that bear their names until they are
matched up and redeemed by their true love. It is also the story of Chalsey, a strong and independent woman
of the modern world who is trying to fulfill a dream by starting her own dance studio all on her own though
she does have a very supportive friend who stands by her constantly encouraging her to enjoy life and not
takeit so serioudly.

The day that Chalsey gets turned down for her latest request for a business loan ends up being aturning
point. She enters a crystal shop only to have an odd experience with one of the crystals on display and the
odd little owner giftsit to her. But then her day just goes further downhill when her best friend sets her up
with aloser and the said loser hurts her before sheis rescued by a hottie warrior-like man from her dreams
who insists that he must be with her. Too bad Chalsey is amost too stubborn and insecure for her own good
forcing Wulf to pull out all the stops (including help from Chalsey's bestfriend Sam) to bring her around.

The mystery of the crystal and the crystal warriorsisfinally divulged by an unlikely source and instead of
things growing simpler the situation for Wulf and Chalsey is amped up ten fold.

The plot for this one was complex and took along time to build. Much of the first half of the book | spent
impatient with the pace and what felt like a bogging down from all the sub-plot going on hoping it would get
on with it. There was the establishment of the characters, the introduction of Wulf's past story thread along
with the present story thread, the subplots involving the dance studio, Chalsey's life and the lives of her
friends and the creepy exs which weren't bad, but all | really wanted was to get down to the point of the
Crystal Warriors and what that all meant. Fortunately, my patience paid off in the end. The story zeroed in
on the main plot and got pretty intense with Chalsey and Wulf faced with some big choices and danger
lurking for them.

The main plot for me was the romance between Wulf and Chalsey. | was on the fence about how it was
being handled at first. I'm all for spunky heroines and | do see the sensein not just getting it on with a perfect
stranger who is being insistent. | would have kicked him out too. The part | didn't like was lying to her best
friend and denying her attraction for Wulf and then getting an attitude when her best friend takes her words
at face value. | just couldn't figure out her insecurities. She would flip back and forth between thinking that
she'd never find a guy who saw past her appearance and she wanted to be desired for herself to doubting that
Wulf or anyone else could see her as beautiful. Sorry honey, you can't have it both ways! But eventually,
things got to the point where Chalsey alowed Wulf into her life so | guess I'll allow that she grew a great
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deal in the story and that Wulf was really good for her. He rescued her from an imprisonment of her own
making as much as she rescued him from his crystal.

The characters were great. Chalsey isablend of lots of things and as | said had alot of growing to do. Wullf,
even though he is the old time warlord with antiquated ideas about women, seems to adjust easier than
Chalsey. He accepts the changes of a modern world even while retaining quite a bit of his warrior spirit and
aphamale-ness. | loved Jai, Sam and Ezmeralda as the sidekicks they were almost scene stealers every time.
Chalsey's mother garnished little sympathy for me even when she came clean. She was a cold-blooded gal
who made a decision that made me cringe when | read it and | hated her for actively trying to force her
decision on Chalsey when their situations were very different (not that | don't still condemn her for her own
decision no matter the circumstances).

Whew! Guess | had alot to say, but the general ideaisthat it was agood story that | recommend to those
who enjoy contemporary romances involving amagical or fantasy element to them.

Obsidian says

DNF at 27 percent/Chapter 6.

Yeah | had to quit after the heroine had unprotected sex with the guy who showed up uninvited to her home,
who refused to leave, and pretty much threw her around like she was a piece of meat the preceding evening. |
mean she was on the pill, so it's totes okay (I seriously rolled my eyes so hard at that part | ended up having a
twitch for a bit yesterday afternoon).

Sigh. Double Sigh.

| don't even know where to begin. We start off with abunch of warriors called Styrians in some time and
place unknown. | am going to hazard a guess it's several thousand years before the present day set-up that we
get to in the book.

The head of this group is called Wulfenite. He and his merry crew of jerks are imprisoned in crystals that
bear their names (apparently coincidence is the watchword for this book) and will only be released by true
love.

I mean these guys don't sound nice, sound pretty horrible, and were running around stealing women and
letting other women (who were too old) and men just die after they got down raiding atown. Why int he
world would you pretty much say hey there, | know you are pretty terrible, but all forgiven once you find
true love.

Hocus pocus, warriors imprisoned.

Now we go to modern times with a dancer named Chal cedony (stupid, stupid, stupid name) istrying to get a
loan in order to do something. | don't even recall at this point. The book was so fragmented | couldn't
freaking follow one thing. She purchases a crystal that Wulfenite isin and somehow finds herself gaining

consciousness hours (maybe) later talking to the bank manager.

| really can't say much about Chalcey (worse, so much worse than her full name) because | don't know much
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about her or her life, or anything else besides how large her breasts are. | know that because so many people
keep remarking upon it, she even mentionsit. And | can honestly say, she's not smart. She leaves a club solo
after letting some creep she doesn't know paw all over her. That whole scene was so maddening to me. You
say stop, why in the world would you keep dancing with the ass? To make matters worse, she leaves the club
and curses about the fact that she let her friend force her into a dress that makes her look "slutty." Getting
into averbal altercation with her dance partner who can't take a hint, she gets "saved" by Wulfenite who
somehow after being released found some hot leather clothes. And apparently can speak English and
understand what people are saying when they are referring to certain things. Oh and somehow he found a
knife. | just...I can't.

The other "characters' arejust in thisit seems to move the plot along. Chalcey's supposed best friend Sam is
amoron. You find arandom dude in your friend's bed and you decide it's okay to take a peek at him while
he's sleeping naked? Are you freaking serious?

And Wulfenite (I hate typing that name) is a sexist asshole. Seriously. The comments he makes to Chalcey or
to Sam about how back in the day he would just have taken his pleasure from the woman in question and
went about his business? Whatever.

The writing is not great. The dialogue is laughably bad. And the pacing is all over the place. Within afew
hours of meeting a random dude we have the heroine having unprotected sex and not caring if the workers
and her friend can hear them and her yelling herself into an orgasm.

Squeak says

Thisreview was originally posted on my Alaskan Bookie Website at:
http://alaskanbookie.com/review/the-c...

Thiswas avery interesting story that began with a band of men raiding a village for women to be used as
breeding stock and a magical man determined to stop them. He casts a spell on the warriors so they would be
locked into crystals that bore the names of each of the warriors. Once locked inside, they spent hundreds of
years locked in their crystals without hope of redemption until they fine true love. But how does one find
true love while locked in a crystal ?

Zip to the future and we find a girl named Chalcedony. She hates the name and so she has her friends call her
Chalcey. Sheisawoman on amission to open her own dance studio, but the bankers aren’t cooperating. On
her way to her last ditch attempt to lure the bankers to her side, she stumbles across a crystal shop and is
drawn to a stone called Wulfenite. Little does she know that the warrior named Wulfenite is inside the stone
just waiting to be rel eased.

Wulfentie, or Wulf as he likes to be called, is released from his crystal when Chalcey is attacked in an
alleyway. He totally goes he-man on her and claims sheis his and starts kissing her. Chalcey is having none
of that (well almost none, there was a second or two when she lost her mind during the kiss.)

Once Wulf and Chalcey figure out whats going on they find they have 28 daysto fall in love or he goes back
into his crystal. Chalcey is not for falling in love but figures she can fake it well enough to get him off the
hook. At least she hopes so.

It was kind of fun to put an old warrior into atoday type setting and watch as he tries to adjust to his new
world. | think he did pretty good, but there were still things he did that made me laugh. This story has some
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adult content, but it pretty mild so it falls firmly into the paranormal romance category instead of the erotica
category.

Thiswas agreat start to a series and happily (thank you Ms. Anderson) it did not end with a cliff-hanger. |
will be going on to the next in the series.

Note: Thisbook iscurrently Free at Amazon and Barnes and Noble.

Angie says

DNF

Inthebook says

Do you love strong alpha heroes? If so, you'll absolutely love The Crystal Warrior.

The Crystal Warrior begins with a compelling prologue: An army of warriors sent from another world to
pillage women of childbearing age. A brave old man desperate to protect hisvillage. A crystal curse. | knew
immediately | had a great story on my hands. AND the writing was excellent, which isamust for me.

Fast forward afew hundred years. Chalcedony is ayoung woman trying to make it on her own, just opening
her own dance studio. She's independent, witty, and strong. | instantly loved her. She quite literally stumbles
into a strange little shop where she'sinexplicably drawn to acrystal - acrystal that later ends up in her bag
with her having no recollection of having purchased it.

When the crystal is broken, Chalcedony finds herself feeling things for a stranger she has never felt before.

Wulf is an ancient warrior who's spent hundreds of years locked away in acrystal cell. He'sill-prepared for
thisworld or for the emotions he hit with when he first sees Chalcedony.

As hard as she may try, Chalcedony can no longer deny the connection she feels to Wulf. Or isit just another
part of the curse?

The chemistry between these two jumped off the page, and there was no putting The Crystal Warrior aside
until I'd made it al the way through. Wulf is positively swoon-worthy, and Chalcedony was never the frail
heroine, but fought for the one she loved until the very end.

Loved it from the first page to the last!

Recommended for adults

Heather Pear son says
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| had decided that | wasn't going to review any more romance novels since | get very few readers of those
posts. When | finished reading the paranormal romance The Crystal Warrior by New Zealand author Maree
Anderson | felt so refreshed that | had to change my plan. After all, thismy blog and | get to write what |
want, when | want, and you can choose whether to read or not.

Why did this book change my mind. | read alot of booksin awide variety of genres. My Friday evening is
for free reading, worksthat | don't feel compelled to review; most of them are romances. Thisweek | started
reading The Crystal Warrior. | had read about fifteen pages, but it wasn't really working for me. | called it a
night. The next day | felt that | had dismissed the book without giving it afair chance. AsMareeis aKiwi
author and | really have athing for New Zealand (we'll be travelling there in less than three months, for our
third trip), | picked it up the next day and continued reading. It wasn't very many pages before | was
submerged in the lives of Chalcedony, Wulfenite and Pietersite.

Don't those sound like rock/crystal names. Exactly, main characters with the name of crystals. Chalcedony,
known as Chalcey to her friends, wants nothing more than to open her dance studio. On her way to a meeting
with apotential backer, sheis sidetracked into an odd little shop that she had not noticed before. Pieter, the
shopkeeper, asks her to select acrystal from a display. She feels attracted to one particular stone. This stone
is Wulfenite.

Waulfenite, or rather Wulf, was the leader of a band of warriors that was intent on abducting all the suitable
women from the village where Pieter lives. With no one from the village willing to take a stand against these
warriors, Pieter determines he has to take a stand. Using the most powerful magic he has at his command, he
traps the eleven warriorsin their namesake crystals and locks them inside until they are released by their true
love. Enter Chalcey into Wulf's story.

| found this story refreshing. Chalcey wasn't looking for love, she was intent on her business. She was an
accomplished dancer with a dedicated staff and willing clientele. All she was missing was sufficient
financing. I've read quite afew time travel type romances, and it is always interesting to see how the out-of-
time person integrates into the new time. Wulf handled thiswell. He approached it as awarrior would a
battle, just adifferent type of battle. It was interesting to watch. | am not a dancer, but | did enjoy the
descriptions of the studio and the demonstration dances that Chalcey did with her dance partner. Almost
made me want to sign up for a dance class.

There are currently three booksin the Crystal Warrior series.

S.E. Gilchrist says

A sexy read with great characters, loved both the hero and heroine.

Jennifer Lynne says

| thoroughly enjoyed The Crystal Warrior. No surprises that it won the RWNZ Clendon Award - everything
about it was beautifully crafted. Charactersfelt real - even ancient warrior Wulf - and | loved the interaction
between modern day independent heroine, Chalcey, and her hero. There was humour, angst, passion, the
works! | am looking forward to the next book in Maree Anderson's crystal warrior series.
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??Trea says

| really hated this book. | couldn't respect the heroine, therefore | couldn't connect with her. Shewas a
spineless wimp in almost every aspect of her life. Wulf was ajerk, and while that was ok in histime, |
couldn't see him willing to change to meet the times he was in. And yet, he was practically the same as the
guy Chaceldony threw over, she couldn't seeit? Improbable, in my eyes. I'll be deleting it off my Kindle and
thank goodness | didn't purchase the others!

Hbeebti says

3.5 Thiswasafun story to read. | say fun because there many times that made me laugh. I'm not even sure if
it was suppose to be funny but it wasto me. | really liked that Wulf was from another world and another
time. It made me feel better when it was explained why and what happened to the women who were taken
and auctioned off. | mean Wulf was such a likeable character, and to think that he was aleader and helped
his men kidnap women and children for breeding was horrible. But there was more to the story than what |
had thought.

Patricia M ason says

The sexy apha male hero had me hooked from the beginning and | loved the sassy heroine who tamed him
(just enough). The plot unfolded at afast page-turner pace. Finding The Crystal Warrior was like finding a
Paranormal Romance Gem. | can't wait for the next book in the series.

M adison says

1st reread: 16/4/17

Amanda says

The concept of The Crystal Warrior caught my interest, but from the beginning it was choppy, jumping
chunks of events including scenes that would have been very important from Chalcedony's perspective - it's
her dream on the line, after all. Then there's the fact that she makes no choices for herself, not in all of what |
read (I couldn't get past the first few chapters). She's brought into the "crystal store" against her will, forced
to choose a crystal against her will, it's in her possession whether she wants it or not, her friend pressures her
to go clubbing in a dress she doesn't want to wear - while she has work to finish in her dream studio and a
deadline to meet - her friend foists a grabby jerk on her, (ok, she makes one choice: to leave the club early),
then she has this random hulk who physically can't leave her alone because he'sin pain if he's not with her.
That's not love, that's not "destiny," that's being crammed down each others' throats.
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The best moment in the entirety of what | read was when she decked Wulf because he was acting like the
other jerk she'd just gotten rid of. But while one "hot" guy inspires disgust, the other "hot" guy inspires "oh-
my-gosh-sleep-with-me-now." Ew. There's no character development, there's no active attempt at forging a
relationship. No. It's"Here's your man! Ta-da! Y ou have no choice in the matter.”

The writing itself is ok, but the execution pushed too many buttons for me. | drew the line and del eted the
book when they suddenly started fainting at the sound of each others full names. I'm sure there's apoint to it
later in the book, but all things considered, | had to roll my eyes and quit. The author's future books in the
series might be better, but I'm not interested enough to find out.

Stacy Sabala says

Book Review- The Crystal Warrior by Maree Anderson

Pieter trapped the dreaded warriors into the crystals until their true loves are found. Wulf waitsin his prison.
Chalcey Laureano needs aloan to get her dance studio off the ground. Sheis nervous so sheis early to her
meeting. Thereis ashop next door that catches her eye and she decidesto kill some time. The old man who
owns the shop shows her a set of crystals. He holds her hand over them and tells her to pick one. After that
she seems to lose time. The next thing she remembers is sitting in the café concluding her meeting.

Then later that night she goes clubbing with her friend Sam. She meets Ray who turns out to be a slime ball.
She leaves early. Ray catches up with her and won't leave her alone. A mysterious man appears and helps
her out after giving her the best kiss ever.

Wulf isdrawn to Chalcey and needs her. Heisfearful that he will be drawn back into the crystal. Chalcey is
his only hope to be free but neither realize what is really going on. Chalcey is afraid to open her heart.
Things get dangerous when she finds she has a stalker and she is running out of time.

This book had a unique storyline. | haven’t read anything like it before yet | really liked it. Warriors being
imprisoned in crystalsis an original concept. What was fascinating was Wulf didn’t even know more than he
was imprisoned and now heisn’'t. So the author spent the story revealing secrets and drawing the reader in.
Poor Chalcey hasthe worst luck. It’s a good thing she has Wulf watching her back. | felt bad for her. She
couldn’t catch a break with anything. However | didn’t like her stubbornness. It was over the top and border
lined the ridicul ous.

There was alot going on and you never knew what the author would throw at you next. | can’t wait to read
the next book. | give this book a4 out of 5.
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