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The gods, makers of worlds, seek to create balance — between matter and energy; and between mortals who
strive toward the transcendent, and the natural perils they must tame or overcome. But one of the gods
fashions a world filled with hellish creatures far too powerful to allow balance; he is condemned to live for
eternity with his most hateful creations in that world’s distant Bourne, restrained by a magical veil kept vital
by the power of song.

Millennia pass, awareness of the hidden danger fades to legend, and both song and veil weaken. And the
most remote cities are laid waste by fell, nightmarish troops escaped from the Bourne. Some people dismiss
the attacks as mere rumor. Instead of standing against the real threat, they persecute those with the
knowledge, magic and power to fight these abominations, denying the inevitability of war and annihilation.
And the evil from the Bourne swells...

The troubles of the world seem far from the Hollows where Tahn Junell struggles to remember his lost
childhood and to understand words he feels compelled to utter each time he draws his bow. Trouble arrives
when two strangers — an enigmatic man wearing the sigil of the feared Order of Sheason and a beautiful
woman of the legendary Far — come, to take Tahn, his sister and his two best friends on a dangerous, secret
journey.

Tahn knows neither why nor where they will go. He knows only that terrible forces have been unleashed
upon mankind and he has been called to stand up and face that which most daunts him—his own forgotten
secrets and the darkness that would destroy him and his world.
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Eric Allen says

The Unremembered
By Peter Orullian

***My review of the "Author's Definitive Edition" of this book is in the first comment below***

A Review by Eric Allen

I was at a book signing to have Brandon Sanderson sign some of my books of his and there was a second
author there signing named Peter Orullian. Everyone was lining up for Brandon, and like two people had
Peter sign anything. He was sitting there for an hour or so just messing around with his phone looking rather
bored and really hopeful anytime anyone stepped near him. He looked so let down when people looked like
they were coming toward him and then veered away to something else. So I guiltily picked up a copy of his
book from the shelf that had been set out for the people standing in line to have Brandon sign their books and
I read the first chapter while I was waiting. It was actually pretty good. It grabbed me. And so I decided that
I'd buy it, and have the author sign it for me there. Looking back, I wonder if the fact that there were very
few people wanting him to sign their books wasn't indicative of a little more than the fact that he is a lesser
known author than Brandon Sanderson.

***Disclaimer*** I did not read this book in its entirety. I only read half before I gave up on it. As people on
Goodreads tend to get rather snippy with people who don't finish the book before blasting it, let me say that
these are mere observations on the half of the book that I did read that prevented me from enjoying it. It is
not a review of the book in its entirety, only an explanation of why I didn't like it and stopped reading it. If
you have a problem with that, I invite you to get over yourself, grow up, and go whine about it to someone
who cares, which, if you couldn't tell, is not me. If that doesn't work, and you absolutely HAVE to make
your opinion known to me, at least be civil in doing so. I am getting rather sick of people throwing temper
tantrums when I try to explain why a book was so bad I couldn't even finish it. Thank you.***Disclaimer***

Over the last year I have tried to read this book, and I have only managed to get halfway through. Every time
I pick it up, I just can't make myself read much more than a few pages. It's not that the book is badly written.
In fact, I'd say that the prose is rather good for an author's first novel. It's not perfect, but it's really not that
bad on the writing side of things for an author's first book. There are other issues with the book, mostly on
the story side of things that have put me off of completing it. As of now, unfortunately I think I'm going to
have to just toss in the towel on The Unremembered and call it quits.

The Unremembered is about a young man by the name of Tahn, a hunter with no memory of his younger
life. We've all heard this story before. He lives in the middle of nowhere, and suddenly a stern wizzardly
fellow shows up, tells him he's in danger and has to leave, yada yada yada. Cue the Lord of the Rings
fanfare.

I've thought long and hard about why I just can't get into this book. It's based on a story archetype that I
greatly enjoy. Lord of the Rings, Star Wars, The Wheel of Time, all of these follow the same archetype and I
love them all. So why not this one? I've narrowed it down to three major problems, and a couple of minor
ones, that I have with this book, and all of them are on the story side of things. The writing is actually not
bad, it's just that the story is so lacking in these three major areas. As I so often find myself explaining to
fans of Patrick Rothfuss when they freak out over my not liking his second book, being able to write, and
being able to tell a story are two COMPLETELY different things. Being a storyteller takes BOTH of these
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things, and when you've got only one of them, your book is going to suck. With fiction, a well written book
with no story is not a very good book, and a great story badly written isn't a very good book either. To be a
good writer, you need to both be able to tell a good story, and tell it well. And frankly, this just isn't a very
good story because of how soul-crushingly generic it is. If this book had only suffered from one of those big
problems I had, or maybe even two, I think I'd have been able to get through it, but all three made it just
impossible for me to care much about reading further. Maybe if there were an audiobook version and I didn't
actually have to expend the effort to read it myself I could finish it, but there is none, unfortunately.

Firstly: the humor. Peter Orullian is not funny, AT ALL, but he frequently tries to be. I consider myself to be
a comedic writer. My night job is writing comedic reviews on awful books for a magazine. Comedy is
sometimes very hard to write, because humor is subjective, and very dependent upon the person who is
reading it, rather than the one writing it. The humor in this book is more than just bad or unfunny, it's
insulting. Every single comedic moment in this book is extraordinarily low brow and sophomoric to the point
that I actually felt that my intelligence was being insulted while reading it. The jokes and events I think were
meant to be played for comedy are just so dumb. I mean, we're talking stuff as crude and low as excrement
gags and fart and erection jokes here. The majority of this crap is perpetrated by the character Sutter, whom I
wish would die horribly, painfully, and over the space of many weeks. These are things that even the lowest
common denominator would find pathetic and offensive to their intelligence. Not even babies would laugh at
this crap. And yet he continually tries to cram this garbage down our throats throughout the book like he
thinks we're being entertained by it. I found myself cringing, rolling my eyes in disgust, and honestly feeling
rather insulted by the majority of the humor in this book. This book was written for adults. I am an adult. I
tend to be insulted when I am not treated like one, and Orullian did not treat me like one. I do not find humor
mostly based around bodily functions to be entertaining in the slightest bit. The first thing about writing
comedy, Pete, is to know your audience, and in this you completely failed. The typical person that would
pick this book up is not going to be entertained by fart and erection jokes. We're going to be insulted and
abhorred by them instead. Epic Fantasy book series, in my experience, draw a classier breed of nerd. The
type of nerd that tends to think such low humor is not only not funny, but horribly offensive to their
intelligence. This sort of humor might fly with the sort of people who think Jeff Foxworthy or Larry the
Cable Guy are funny, but those are two COMPLETELY different demographics that do not typically mix
well. You see what I'm getting at here? Peter Orullian does not seem to know who he is writing for. His story
is geared toward fantasy nerds like me, and his humor is geared toward rednecks and children. You're a big
boy now Pete, writing big boy stories, time to grow up.

Secondly: flashy things that happen for no reason and to no discernible purpose. There are a lot of instances
in this book where things just sort of happen. It's not explained WHY they happen, or HOW they happen.
They just sort of do. Let me give you an example. A character named Braethan is handed a sword. For no
discernible reason he gets sucked into darkness, fights against it, and finds the light. Okay... why? What
made that happen? Why did it happen? What purpose did it serve? It completely lacks a context within the
story, and therefore any meaning whatsoever to the reader. The only reason I can come up for it is that the
author thought it would be cool for the character to grapple with his inner darkness for no apparent reason
upon being handed a sword, so he did. The half of the book that I read is FULL of instances like that. Things
just happen, to no point or purpose, simply because the author thought they would be cool, or because the
plot says so. I mean, sure, it would be cool if they lived in a world where random crap just happened every
now and then, adding an edge of danger and foreboding, with the characters always on their toes, never
knowing what will happen to them and when. Robert Jordan did an EXCELLENT job of incorporating this
sort of thing into his Wheel of Time series. The reason it works there and not here, is because it is an
explained event in The Wheel of Time. We are TOLD that these random things are happening for a
SPECIFIC reason, and that they can happen at any time, in any place, and will be drawn to the three main
characters because of who and what they are. For something like that to work, YOU HAVE TO BUILD IT,
AND HOW IT IS SUPPOSED TO WORK, INTO THE STORY AND LET THE READERS KNOW
ABOUT IT AHEAD OF TIME!!! When things just happen for no apparent reason, it makes the writer look
lazy. If the events of your book are so boring that you have to toss in random things like this just to spice it
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up, maybe it's time to go back to the drawing board and look at what you can do with the story itself to make
it more interesting rather than tossing in random, plot serving garbage to add false tension to scenes that are
otherwise a little dull. If you, as a writer, do not feel the need to explain how your own world works to the
reader, and set the rules ahead of time, events like the one I used as an example here become confusing,
meaningless, and completely lose any coolness factor they might have otherwise had. If there's one thing I
hate in a book, it's lazy storytelling and let me tell you, Pete, you're about as lazy a storyteller as they come.

Thirdly: Generic to a disgusting degree. This is the biggest problem that this book has. It's just so generic.
The front cover should have been plain white with a bar code on it and the words "Generic Fantasy
Adventure" underneath in boring, blocky letters. Every story has already been told. It's just a fact of life. It is
very rare that a truly original story comes along. The really good writers are the ones that can take a story
we've read a thousand times before, and make it interesting enough by putting a new spin on it, or by having
such great and entertaining characters acting out the familiar events, that we actually want to read that same
old story again. They take the old, and mix it with something new. A new idea. A new gimmick. A crazy
new character. Witty and entertaining humor. ANYTHING to make it stand out in ANY way. Peter Orullian
failed to do so. This book feels sooooo generic. There's nothing new here. These characters are cardboard
cutout stereotypes. I haven't even finished the book and I can tell you exactly how it ends, because I've read
this exact same story a thousand times before. The world is pretty cool, I'll give him that, but the characters
are so dull and uninteresting, and he doesn't even TRY to toss in any new twists or turns to spice things up.
It's just the same old story, following the same old formula, with tired old character archetypes that have
nothing new to give. I realize how difficult it can be to come up with something new, or to put your own
shine on something that's been around for ages like the story of this book. I'm an aspiring novelist myself,
and I know how hard it can be to be original. But, there are authors out there that do it every day. Is it so
much to ask that someone who is writing books for a living actually put some real imagination into the story
he's telling rather than following the exact same storyline of 90% of the fantasy books out there without a
single new twist or turn? Kudos to Peter Orullian for finding a publisher willing to go with something this
tired and generic, but that doesn't change the fact that it IS tired and generic, without a single new twist or
turn to grab my attention and make me want to read further.

Now for the minor issues I had with the book. The characters of your book should be likable. They should be
people that the reader wants to cheer for, and see how they will overcome opposition. Even bad guys can be
made likeable by a writer with enough talent by making them sympathetic to the reader. And that is the key
word here. Sympathetic. There isn't a single sympathetic character in the entire half of the book that I read. I
don't care about any of them. I don't sympathize about any of them. I don't care if they live or die. I don't care
if they succeed in whatever mission the author still hadn't gotten around to telling the readers about yet, even
over halfway through the entire damn novel. Why? Because not a one of the characters is even remotely
likeable to me. Every character in this entire book is a complete douchebag with no redeeming qualities
whatsoever. It is very, very hard to care about a character you want to punch in the face every time he opens
his mouth. Your protagonists should be people that the reader identifies with, feels like they share something
in common with, and wants to be more like. No one wants to be more like a complete asshole. No one wants
to be a smart ass whose goal in life is to come up with the next great fart joke, and frequently attack his best
friend with physical violence because hey, that's how guys are, right? Yeah... WRONG! Not to this extent
anyway. No one wants to be bland, boring, and irrelevant to the world around them.

Peter Orullian told the wrong story. Perhaps he should have repeated Tahn's mantra to himself before
beginning on this book, because the story he told was not the one he should have. The story that he
SHOULD have told was about the outcast God in the first chapter. That was both highly interesting and
rather original. Instead, he went for the bland, boring, generic mediocrity of retelling the exact same story
everyone has already heard a thousand times, without even trying to put his own spin on things. He must
have the greatest agent on earth to have actually sold this book to a publisher. It's not exceptionally well
written, and it is sooooo generic. I mean, for a first novel it's not horribly written, but there is vast room for
improvement here, and the story just isn't there.
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Oh, and for the record, it is not the life's ambition of every woman on earth to have children. In my
experience, most women have other goals in mind, even after having children. Several of my female friends
didn't ever want children at all for various, rather understandable reasons, and it was only after they
accidentally ended up with one or two that they found any joy in being a mom. Motherhood is a good and
noble purpose in life, without our mothers, none of us would be here, and there is nothing wrong with any
woman aspiring toward it. My own mother raised four children all while working a full time job and I
respect the hell out of her for doing it. However, the implication that it is the only thing that women truly
want out of life, as Orullian seems to believe, seems rather insulting and condescending. I would like to
quote my friend Karen on the subject. "Women and men are different, but we are also much the same as
well. Like men, women have hopes, dreams, aspirations for the future, etc, and like men, those hopes,
dreams, aspirations for the future, etc, rarely include children until children waltz into the picture and firmly
wreck all of those hopes, dreams, aspirations for the future, etc. The suggestion that all I want out of life is to
squeeze out a few babies and content myself with raising them is pretty insulting. Sure, I may have kids one
day, probably sooner rather than later, but until then, they're the furthest thing from my mind and desires.
Any man that sincerely believes otherwise clearly doesn't know the first thing about women, and certainly
shouldn't be writing any female characters without some strict female supervision." She also tried and failed
to read this book, having seen it on my coffee table, and stopped because she was so insulted over this issue
by it. She, like many women, and very understandably, has a hard time stomaching being told that she's good
for nothing but raising children. No one wants to hear that they're worthless, and in this book, Orullian
basically says that 52% of the world's population is good for nothing but procreation. I find that insulting,
and I'm a man. What's worse is that I'm pretty sure this guy has a wife he can run this crap by before writing
it, and yet he didn't.

Rape is a very touchy subject, and as a man, I can only imagine the horrors that it inflicts upon the victims,
especially those who are impregnated by it. I consider it to be the absolute worst, most horrible thing that
anyone can ever do to another human being. I find it VERY hard to believe that ANY woman is going to
PROTECT the man that did that to her from justice by refusing to give his name to the authorities. I can
understand withholding it out of fear, yes, but (and I don't even remember her name because she was such a
bland and uninteresting character) this character does not give any signs that she fears retaliation. She simply
refuses to give up his name to protect him from justice. This man has done the most horrible thing that a
person can do to another human being to her. It resulted in pregnancy. And yet she protects this man by
refusing to give up his name or description? IN FACT, she seems to have WELCOMED the attack after the
fact because it helped her to fulfill that supposed lifelong ambition that every woman supposedly feels,
according to the extraordinarily flawed understandings of Peter Orullian, to be a mother. BULLSHIT!!! I
CALL BULLSHIT!!! Welcome to real life Pete, where women are people too, just like you and me, in case
you missed that fact. Maybe you should start treating them like it. Honestly, has this guy's wife even
bothered to read this book? Probably not, she probably got about three chapters in and couldn't force herself
to read any further and just sort of smiles and nods to him when he asks how she liked it. This guy needs a
female editor to filter all this crap through before it goes to publication. Seeing things like this is books
makes me angry. Is it not 2012? Have we not moved past these archaic ideals of inequality amongst the
sexes? Apparently not. I see congressional panels made up of all men who seem to think a woman can
control whether or not she is impregnated by rape debating issues of women's rights without a SINGLE
female committee member to add her perspective to the proceedings, and I see authors like Peter Orullian
and Patrick Rothfuss who haven't got a shred of respect for women as people. Ladies, I'm sorry that you have
to put up with this bullshit. I truly am. No one should have to deal with being treated as subhuman because of
something as trivial and completely uncontrollable to them as their gender.

In conclusion this book had those three major problems, plus a whole slew of minor ones, and because of
that I just couldn't work up the desire to even finish it. I got halfway through, but I can't force my way
through any further. The half that I read is just plain TERRIBLE. It has, literally, not one single redeeming
quality to save it, or even make me want to finish. Unfortunately I cannot give any more than one star to a
book that I was incapable of finishing. I really wanted to like this book, the first chapter was extremely good.
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Unfortunately, everything else about the book completely fails. I do not think I will ever finish it, and I
certainly do not think I will be picking up the second volume when it eventually comes out. Some people
may enjoy it, though I really can't see myself recommending it to anyone except as an example of everything
NOT to do while writing a fantasy adventure.

Check out my other reviews.

Bookwraiths says

Originally reviewed at Bookwraiths.

The Unremembered is an epic fantasy which, unfortunately, lives up to its title since many fans do not even
know it exists. Something that is a shame, because Peter Orullian’s masterful tale is worthy of inclusion into
any discussion of the best epic fantasy series out there. This mesmerizing story of a world split in two by a
gods’ created magical Veil written in the tradition of such classic fantasy sagas as The Wheel of Time by
Robert Jordan and Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien. And I have to admit that I was one of those readers
who disregarded this saga for many years. But, now, I have experienced this vivid, lyrical narrative and am
sold on the inherent grandness of Mr. Orullian’s fantasy vision.

Beginning simply, The Unremembered gives readers a glimpse of an ancient past. A time of legend when the
creator gods still walk the world yet are determined to abandon it to a harsh fate. But one of their servants
will not stand by idle while evil triumphs, and he passionate pleas for a final boon from the creators: A way
to ward off the forces of the fallen god. And due to the singing of a bereaved woman to her dead loved ones,
the heart of a god is softened, the Song of Suffering born; this magical song a way for the Veil, which holds
back the creatures of Quietus, to be forever renewed and strengthened.

Skipping ahead millenniums, the Veil still holds . . . barely. The world having experienced several major
invasions by the Velle (the monsters shut behind the Veil), but those struggles long in the past, more legend
than reality. And now the people have moved forward, evolved, changed. The creator gods scoffed at as
myths. The Veil a physical part of the world, one which is viewed as eternal in its nature. The Song of
Suffering a superstitious bit of nonsense. Even the wielders of this world’s “magic” are barely tolerated; the
Sheason portrayed as parasites on society, their only use to trick superstitious fools into providing them with
an easy living. All of these progressive ideas touted and enforced by the League of Civility, which is seen as
the torchbearers for mankind’s continued trek toward enlightenment.

Born into this societal turmoil (but having been sheltered from most of it due to their rural home), Tahn,
Wendra, Sutter, and Braethen find themselves far from home, following along behind a Sheason named
Vendanj. This mysterious stranger having convinced our young quartet to join his damn fool crusade. Velle
dodging their every turn. Fate tearing asunder all their plans, as they are slowly forced apart yet struggle to
remain together. The end of the journey a place called Tillinghast, where Tahn will be asked to face his life
choices and attempt to survive!

Sounds interesting, doesn’t it? A little reminiscent of other series without a doubt, and it goes without saying
(though it appears I’m going to say it anyway) that this novel is in the vein of those familiar fantasy tales of
the past with classic tropes: the farm boy, the mysterious stranger, the coming-of-age quest, and the god-like
villain — to name only a few. And if you hate that you will probably not enjoy The Unremembered. On the
other hand, if you don’t instantly despise these type of tropes, you will quickly find that Peter Orullian uses
them to craft an engrossing tale inhabited by developed characters, emotional stories, and as fine a magical
system as any seen outside of a Brandon Sanderson novel. All of it playing out upon a well crafted world
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which radiates immense age, deep history, and epic secrets yet untold.

The characters were probably the biggest surprise for me personally. Beginning as familiar faces, Tahn,
Wendra, Sutter, Braethen, Vendanj, and several others soon began to develop into unique individuals,
endowed with their own problems, hopes, fears, and dreams for tomorrow. Love for family and friends an
important theme in all their minds. And while none of them completely broke out of their familiar mold, they
did turn into people whom I empathized with and wanted to follow along behind on their journey.

I also have to admit quickly becoming enamored of Peter Orullian’s writing. His silky smooth style was
clear, concise yet filled with a lyrical quality. Every paragraph a succinct, descriptive epiphany clearly
illuminating the scene and the action transpiring. His tendency to insert small tidbits of information
regarding the people, places, and history a delight taking me back to the way J.R.R. Tolkien made Middle
Earth come alive for me.

But The Unremembered did have some issues.

With this new edition, Peter Orullian throws readers directly into the action — no introduction to the
characters or revelations of how they come together as a group. For good or bad, they are already set out on
an epic journey, beset by enemies as well as carrying around baggage from their past. This circumstance
requiring the reader to absorb every morsel of information they can quickly to understand what the hell is
going on. Nothing wrong with this approach. Many epics use the same sink-or-swim opening. Here, though,
the pacing was too fast at the beginning, too much being thrown at you without any context in which to put
the info. The net experience nearly causing me to give up on this novel. And when this initial cram session
ended, the middle portion of the story slowed down quite suddenly, spending massive amounts of time on
plot lines which apparently went nowhere. Thankfully, the narrative finally found its rhythm in the last third,
mixing in the perfect amounts of action, lore, magic, surprises, and foreshadowing to make it all worthwhile.

I’d also feel remiss if I didn’t point out that there is no real explanation given for the Velle always showing
up at the exact right time and place to find our heroes and cause them problems. In Lord of the Rings, the
Ringwraiths were drawn to the ring, which, at least, gave some plausibility to them always being on Frodo’s
tail. Here, though, there isn’t any element like that to make the Velle’s appearances plausible, which wasn’t a
huge issue the first or second time they appear out of nowhere, but eventually it moved from head-scratching
to annoying.

Whether a reader ultimately enjoys The Unremembered Author’s Definitive Edition mostly has to do with
what they are looking for in their fantasy. We all have our preferred “type” of fantasy after all, but everyone
also loves to discover new flavors for their reading (whether that is grimdark, urban, epic, or some other),
and in this day and age where Game of Thrones is the face of fantasy, I can see many people finding Peter
Orullian’s more modern and mature version of traditional epic fantasy to be exactly the change of pace novel
they were looking for. Certainly, The Unremembered harkens back to a simpler era in the genre when subtle
twists on familiar tropes were applauded, epic quests were enjoyed, and naive farm boys were preferred over
sociopath antiheroes, yet that might be exactly what some readers (myself included) find so appealing about
it.

Joel says

I've had a copy of the original Unremembered for a few years now, and over time had picked it up and read
chunks, going through a decent portion of it over quite a bit of time. I found the writing to be great, with
enjoyable characters and an enjoyable world, but it felt long-winded, a bit bloated, a bit unrefined. When
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Peter told me that Tor was relaunching the book with his own personal edits, I was pretty excited, as I was
hoping it would deliver the book I felt that this could be, without some of the rough edges. In the end, it was
exactly that.

The Unremembered is a fairly traditional high fantasy tale, and felt very much akin to Terry Brooks or
Robert Jordan, both in scale and in setting. There's an overarching enemy on a large scale, varying layers of
problems, and a group of people who come together to grow and develop as they go through their mission.
The characters are all unique and well developed, their backstories, their character traits, backgrounds,
powers, etc are all wonderful and interesting. At no point was I ever disengaged from a character, bored by
one, or otherwise disinterested in their wellbeing or story. This is one of the biggest things I take into
consideration when I'm reading a book, and Peter hit a home run in this aspect - they all drew me in, made
me want to care about them and want to know what happens. They change and develop over the course of
the book, in believable and organic ways, and it feels very natural and flowing, which is great.

The world he has created, while not earth-shatteringly new, contains it's on unique characters, magic,
politics. Peter does a wonderful job of immersing you in this world and making you feel at home, making it
feel lived in, making you fear the enemy, understand the various geographies, and developing his magic
systems along the way. The magic is powerful without being overly powerful, and comes with consequences
and realities that make it so a magician is not all-powerful. The characters who are magical learn their
powers slowly, not fully understanding them until late into the story, rather than coming to understand them
in the first few pages then blasting away the rest of the book. I felt this was a much more realistic approach,
and made you feel like you were really watching the characters grow and learn before your eyes.

Peter's prose is really great - it's got a flowing smoothness to it, using soft words and tones at the right times,
and harsher ones at other times. It's at the same time very easy to read and get into, and you never feel that
you're overwhelmed by language or the cadence of his writing, but at the same time feel like you're reading a
talented author as well as storyteller, unlike some of the authors in the more traditional high fantasy setting.

There were some hiccups, as with any book - there's a bit of 'been there, done that' with this kind of setting
and story structure, which isn't to say it's a bad thing, but after reading a ton of fantasy you start to feel like
you've read this type of book many times. The ending had a bit of a sitcom feel to it, where everyone ends up
together, laughing and making one-liners, and you could almost picture them making that hard-stop screen of
all them laughing while the credits rolled by. It was a fast-paced and rewarding ending to the book, and you
left it feeling good, but it did feel a bit incongruous to the overall tone of the rest of the book, in my opinion.

I left the book very satisfied - it was so much tighter and more refined than the original edition, less bloated,
letting the characters, story and writing really be the showcase. Peter's got major talent and some big ideas,
and I would definitely recommend this book (especially the A.D.E.) to anyone who is really interested in the
genre. The bonus parts added into this book (short story and chunk of the next book) were great additions as
well, and really added value to the re-release.

Jenny says

I read this book a while ago, and every time I see it come up on any book lists or websites I am reminded of
how much I dislike it. I don't usually write reviews, because what I like or didn't like is usually covered by
others, but here on Goodreads my opinions have not been previously expressed.

First of all, I am LDS, as is/was the author of this book. That usually has no bearing on whether I will like
something, or not. In this case, all it did was clue me in to this author's.... laziness. Multiple scenes in the
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Unremembered are borrowed directly (and sometimes almost word for word) from LDS church history and
doctrine.

The scene in that abandoned city where Tahn remembers that evil spirits look like men but you can't shake
their hand? It's in the Doctrine and Covenants as how to know if the angel who has appeared to you is one of
God's angels, or the Devil's (If you offer to shake the hand of one of God's angels, he will politely decline
and say whether or not he has a body, if you offer to shake with one of the Devil's, he will try and fail to
grasp your hand). As an aside, the coincidence of Tahn remembering this at JUST the right time was just as
irritating as it happening at all.

The part in the jail where Tahn and the wizard-y guy are listening to the jailers discuss the awful things they
did and finally the wizard-y guy stand up and denounces them? LDS church history. One of the times that
Joseph Smith was imprisoned, this exact thing happened. I haven't checked, but I am pretty sure that what
the wizard-y guy says, and what Joseph Smith is quoted as saying are almost exactly the same.

This could have been a good book, but for me I was too distracted by all of the 'borrowing'.

Bcvs says

The good:
Nice character development and excellent world building. There is an interesting take on the magic system.
Some bits are very gritty and have real depth of character, setting and dialog.
The bad:
ALL female characters are obsessed with motherhood. ALL male characters have daddy issues. Truths are
being revealed to the reader along with the characters very slowly and never fully. That can be OK once or
twice, but in this case, this happens every time, up till the end.
The ugly:
A very slow beginning compared to a very fast paced ending, giving the feeling of an unbalanced read. Some
places visited and characters encountered feel very forced and, well... childish. The timing of the baddies'
attacks is unbelievable. They are always exactly on time and in the right numbers, for our heroes to evade or
defeat.
To sum it up:
I really liked many parts of this book, bordering on the 5 stars. However, the rest was just OK.

Artemas says

I think 226 pages is a fair effort on my part for this one...or that's when the magical effect from the beautiful
cover art wore off for me. Either way, abandoning this one is the only option left. Had this book been shorter
I would continue on, but 940 pages is too much demand on something that has yet to grab my attention.
Uninteresting characters combined with weird names lacking any explanation left me feeling bored,
confused, and a little pissed off. Moving on...

Felicia says
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Disclosure, I have actually tangently worked with this author at MS with The Guild, and I received an ARC
copy, but this review is 100% objective.

I have all of Robert Jordan's books in hardback, I was obsessed with the Wheel of Time at like 13 or 14.
Later on when the series disappointed me a bit, I still look back on those years of total immersion in his
world with fondness, that deep and epic fantasy storytelling that only fantasy fans can really buy into. This
book is very much a citizen of that kind of literature. I mean, if you ever read out the names of people and
places outloud, it would be silly, but for some reason you buy into it on the page when you delve into this
kind of novel.

I believe this is the first book in a really wonderful fantasy series of that Jordan/Goodkind/Brooks/Tolkien-
like ilk. It's not a light read, but definitely pays off all the tropes of this kind of book well. I particularly
enjoyed the female lead character, who at first had me wanting her to die off quickly, and over the course of
the novel became more interesting and empowered. Definitely want to see where her conflict leads her.

Anyway, I'll be reading the next!

seak says

From Only the Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy

One of the most stunning covers I've seen in a long time, The Unremembered is one of the biggest releases
of 2011. The question remains, does the book live up to its cover?

In many ways, The Unremembered is a very traditional tale. A couple almost-kids are swept up in an
adventure they never imagined they would be in, chased by monsters who were thought to be myth, helped
by people who know what they're doing (and have awesome powers). Luckily, even after the many
traditional tales I've read, I still very much enjoy this type of story, but I'm sure many will find it a bit of a
retreading.

And still, The Unremembered took me a while to get into. There are a few characters who are well
introduced, but also a few more who are not, but yet are swept up into this adventure anyway. The author
does do a great job of filling you in as the story progresses, through dreams and/or the places they visit,
which have their own special power. One of those characters, Wendra, actually became one of my favorites
by the end.

This lack of introduction, however, does lead to a bit of a disconnect with the reader...or maybe I should say
a never-connect and hampered my ability to really get into the story for a while.

The author also tends to switch in and out of third-person omniscient and third-person limited. This is
something that you can get used to, but can also be jarring and confusing at times at least at first, and yet
another reason that it took a while to get into the story.

Another thing that grated on me, and this will be the last of my complaints, is that while the characters were
well drawn and realized, they still tended to fall into some patterns, some cardboard characterization, that
annoyed me.

Almost like Edding's Belgariad (and moreso in the Mallorean) where anytime Belgarath said anything, it was
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almost like "Oh Belgarath, you're always such a grouch". These types of things continued throughout the
story even in the most dire of circumstances, and instead of lightening the mood, bugged me thoroughly.

While I've mentioned some good things, up till now I've focused mainly on the negatives and I'm sorry. I
actually did enjoy this book and I think it's worth your time as well.

The world Orullian has created is amazing. It's detailed, it's completely well thought-out, and it has a deep
history. There is plenty more to tell and plenty that has been hinted at, giving it a rich atmosphere and a
world all it's own.

There are different races, most notably, the Quietgiven and the Far. The former, evil beings from the Bourne,
the latter, a short-lived race with certain powers of their own. I sometimes called them "reverse elves". Then
there's the League of Civility, a group that has successfully taken over much of the known world and
attempting to get rid of history, and really write their own. They are also attempting (and somewhat
successful) in getting rid of the Sheason, the magic wielders (for good), who they don't trust to wield so
much power.

His writing is epic and fulfilling. It reminded me a lot of Robert Jordan at times - detailed, layered, and not
as gritty as a lot of the contemporary works like Abercrombie, Lynch, or Erikson. In fact, The
Unremembered is very reminiscent of The Wheel of Time, especially The Eye of the World. It's a coming-
of-age tale in a highly realized world full of good and evil.

I mentioned the characters earlier, and while I had some reservations, overall, they're extremely three-
dimensional. The main protagonist, Tahn, begins the story as a hunter. Every time he shoots his bow, he has
to repeat a certain mantra that allows him to only kill those who deserve it, in accordance with the Will. He
struggles to know who he is, why he must always utter these phrases.

Tahn is very close to his sister, Wendra, who when we first meet her, has given birth to the baby she had
after being raped. This baby, who is stillborn, is immediately taken away by the Bar-dyn, one of the races of
the Quietgiven who end up causing Tahn and Wendra to leave their homes.

They are taken away by a Sheason, Vendanj, and a Far, Mira, and meet some great characters on the way as
they go from one dangerous adventure to the next and as they attempt to fulfill their destinies. Whether those
are actually destinies or selfishly played pawns remains to be seen.

Why Read The Unremembered?

If you like coming-of-age tales with a different twist and plenty of action, you'll enjoy The Unremembered
immensely. It's an epic tale with deep history and plenty of potential to become a very satisfying series ...
possibly even the successor to The Wheel of Time.

After saying that, I also think that some might be disappointed because of the hype-machine that's been
working on 11 (Spinal Tap reference) for the past few months. Sadly, I think that might kill the book for
quite a few people. It was good, it has tons of potential, but it's not quite the next The Name of the Wind.

In this respect, I'd have to say that The Unremembered earned its beautiful cover, but only by the skin of its
teeth.

4 out of 5 Stars
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Melliane says

Mon avis en Français

My English review

I’m not necessarily a big fantasy reader but it’s true that I can be easily surprised by the genre. When I
received the book, I was not sure that it would be for me but I admit that I was curious to find out how the
story would be. I was also fortunate enough to have the second volume at hand to discover the following
adventures.

From the beginning of the novel, we discover Tahn, a young man whose past is still quite unclear. The
memories of his childhood have disappeared and he hopes to find them to understand who he really is. Yet
this quest is far from easy, especially when the only person able to give him what he wants, explains that it’s
for his own good, and that will recover everything in time. Launched on an adventure with his sister Wendra,
whom he could not protect during the kidnapping of her child, he will try to deal with the terrible plagues
that threaten his kingdom.

The novel is divided (as for most fantasy books) in several POVs. It must be said that in their quest, our
heroes will be separated so we alternately follow their evolution. Tahn was a pretty interesting character to
follow, full of guilt because he failed to protect his sister, but also full of desires to regain his memories. I
also loved Wendra, we feel and understand her pain because of the loss of her child but also her desire to
help and protect as she has not been able to do that before.

It was an interesting read even if I did not manage to get as easily into the story or to enjoy all the characters,
but I admit that I was curious about the end of the story and I was surprised to see what the memories of our
heroes contained.

Spencer Pranger says

There are books in the fantasy genre that are so great they make you want to stand up at the end and offer the
author a round of applause. I for one can say I had to do such a thing at 2 am, to the surprise of my wife. This
book has everything a reader can want in a book from extreme high emotion filled chapters to amazing
action sequences. Decisions for the characters actions hold real consequences, rarely have I seen it that well
done.
Please don't let the back blurb put you off. It does the book no justice. Read what Peter has had to write
concerning his own blurb on Peter's Blog I was fortunate to get to read the entire book as an advanced reader
copy. I couldn't put it down, I had to read the book as fast as I could. I would highly recommend this book to
everyone that enjoys an amazing read. I'll post a much more in depth review once it's actually out to discuss
more of the book.

Bob Milne says

Disclaimer: I received an ARC of this title from the publisher in exchange for review consideration. While I
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make every attempt to avoid spoilers, please be aware that an ARC synopsis, press release, or review request
may disclose details that are not revealed in the published cover blurb.

With Trial of Intentions due to hit shelves in May, Peter Orullian has seized the opportunity to revisit and
revise the opening volume of the Vault of Heaven with his Author's Definitive Edition of The
Unremembered. I haven't read the original edition, so I can't compare the two, but I can confidently say I
enjoyed this new edition on its own and am anxiously awaiting the arrival of its forthcoming sequel.

This is, as some critics have accused, a largely generic epic fantasy that hits on a lot the major tropes. There's
the mysterious loner who arrives on the scene to mentor and lead the quest. There are the two simple farm
boys, best friends, both of whom are coming of age, and one of whom is 'chosen' to be a form of savior.
There's the fallen hero who risks everything, returning from his exile on penalty of death, to do the right
thing. There's the seemingly benign organization - in this case the League of Civility - that has short-
sightedly put the world as risk with their fear of magic. There are also, of course, the rival empires with
divided loyalties who bicker and stall, standing in the way of defeating the evil with a united front.

Now, let's be honest - all fantasy is generic to some degree, and tropes are tropes for a reason. That doesn't
necessarily make for a bad book, just a familiar one. What really matters, what ultimately makes an epic
fantasy something special, is what the author brings of himself to the genre, and what he does with it that's
new and unique. With The Unremembered, Peter Orullian does several things that made this stand out for
me.

First and foremost is his writing style. This is a very well-written story, with realistic dialogue, fantastic
visuals, and a well-paced narrative. With the exception of a few conversations that are crucial for the reader
to understand the mythology of this new world, there is no info dumping or unnecessary exposition. I suspect
that may be one crucial difference from the original, since Orullian has said that this edition is shorter and
more focused, with fewer POV shifts, but that's hardly a bad thing - and it bodes very well for the next book.

Second is his use of music. Not surprisingly, Orullian is a multi-talented man who has professionally toured
as a featured vocalist. Music is in his blood, and it's also in his ink. It has power in his world, a power over
mortals, over magic, and over the creatures that lurk behind the magical Veil. In fact, there is a legendary
Song of Suffering that is key to the entire story, a song that only a select few can survive the singing of, and
which is necessary to keeping the Veil in place. It goes deeper than that, though, with common sounds
having a musical quality to them in the way they're described, and even some conversations having a lyrical
aspect.

Third, and this connects closely with my next point, is the strength of the characters. Yes, many of them are
based on familiar fantasy tropes or archetypes, but they are all well-defined, with distinct personalities.
There's no blurring of faces or forgetting of names here. Orullian establishes each character immediately,
entrenching them in our imaginations from their first appearance. They're not all likable, but they're not all
supposed to be. Instead, they're all realistic, with a good bit of depth, and some real growth throughout the
story. Far more than just a coming of age tale, this is also a story about coming to terms with who they are
and where they've come from.

Speaking of where they've come from - and this is something that struck me as exceptionally well done -
Orullian weaves a compelling theme of parental protection. Birth parents, adopted parents, and an absence of
parents are all significant to the tale. The story actually opens with a young woman being accosted by a
created from beyond the Veil, even as she tries to give birth to a child who is the product of rape. Another
character struggles to deal with the fact of his adoption, while another comes from a race where the women
die young, leaving children to be raised by a series of adopted mothers. Perhaps most significantly, that
fallen hero I mentioned was exiled because of his actions involving a royal birth, and his punishment is to
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take the children abandoned in the Waste and find homes for them. Finally, just to keep things dark, there's
also the hunger for creatures from beyond the Veil to seize children and drag them back with them.

Finally, there's the world-building and the mythology, which are always at the heart of any really good epic
fantasy tale. The Unremembered is a book that mixes the sprawling sort of epic fantasy that we expect from
Robert Jordan & Tad Williams with the more intimate, sometimes claustrophobic grimdark fantasy that Peter
V. Brett & Mark Lawrence have made famous. Mythologically, there's a lot going on here, and Orullian
doesn't waste any time throwing us to the Bourne, just one of the monsters from beyond the Veil.
Historically, there's a long and complicated history to the world, involving heroes, villains, sacrifices,
betrayals, and strained alliances. Politically, it's just as complicated, with those rival empires, divided
loyalties, and the taint of the League of Civility I mentioned earlier. It's a book that demands some patience
in terms of explanations, but I was well satisfied by the end that I understood what was going on and why.

Ultimately, The Unremembered is not a book that's going to greatly challenge you or thrust you far outside
your comfort zone. It's not a ground-breaking work or one that's destined to shatter genre expectations. Enter
into it with an appreciation for familiar fantasy tropes, however, and you will find yourself well-rewarded
with a darker, more mature sort of epic fantasy that has a lot of flair and a lot of depth to be enjoyed.

Originally reviewed at Beauty in Ruins

Zayne says

It resembled The Wheel of Time books a lot towards the beginning with the two strangers taking the main
character and his friend away on an adventure. The magic was kind of unclear to me. It didn't really explain
it. I wish I knew more about it, but I guess we'll have to see in the next book. Also, the fight towards the end
was very unclear with the whole magic thing going on. Other than that, it was great book with interesting
character and a good amount of description.

Ranting Dragon says

http://www.rantingdragon.com/the-unre...

In general, there seem to be two types of modern epic fantasy series: One the one hand, there are writers such
as Joe Abercrombie and George R. R. Martin, who try to reinvent the genre by discarding the known epic
tropes and strive to create a more “realistic” type of fantasy (by completely erasing the distinction between
right and wrong); on the other hand, there are authors who try to improve the genre, like Brandon Sanderson.
Peter Orullian is without a doubt part of the latter type. His debut novel, The Unremembered, is the first
installment of his new Vault of Heaven series and stays true to the tropes of the genre while attempting to
ramp up the epicness of the story. Like Sanderson’s works, Orullian’s debut is set in a more colorful world
than can be found in many of the traditional epic series. This world has a richer history than most of the epics
before him and the scope of Orullian’s story is greater than that of most any traditional work before him.

Asset and flaw
While, as a fan of the genre, I can certainly appreciate what Orullian is attempting, one might suggest he’s
biting off more than he can chew. Its scope is not only the biggest asset for The Unremembered, it is also one



Read and Download Ebook The Unremembered...

PDF File: The Unremembered... 16

of its few flaws, resulting in a story that is sometimes hard to follow. For example, regardless of how much I
love the diversity of dark creatures serving Orullian’s version of the traditional evil overlord, when four
kinds of them are introduced almost simultaneously without any background, it’s rather hard to tell them
apart.

To rip off or not to rip off
The Unremembered tells the story of a world, Aeshau Vaal, where one of the gods, Quietus, joined the dark
side during creation. He was locked away with all his evil monstrosities, a magic veil separating this vault of
heaven from the rest of the world. That veil, however, is weakening, and the evil of legend is roaming the
lands freely. It is at this time that a mysterious magician, the Sheason Vendanj, enters a small town known as
the Hollows and rescues Tahn and his sister Wendra from these creatures, taking them and their friends
Braethen and Sutter on a journey to save the world.

Many, including Patrick from Pat’s Fantasy Hitlist, have pointed out the similarities between The
Unremembered and The Eye of the World, first volume in Robert Jordan’s Wheel of Time series — even
going as far as calling it “The Eye of the World with different names for characters, places, and monsters.”
While I agree that there are indeed similarities, I wholeheartedly disagree that The Unremembered is a
Wheel of Time rip-off. The truth is that these similarities are in fact tropes many years older than most of us,
appearing in works ranging from The Lord of the Rings to the Star Wars movies.

Longing for originality
Instead of being The Eye of the World with different names, I felt that The Unremembered worked with
these tropes rather well, even deviating from them here and there — though certainly not often enough. The
world, people and events in Orullian’s work are quite original and always fresh and surprising. However,
don’t expect anything you haven’t seen before; this is still traditional epic fantasy in its truest sense, and I
was, at times, longing for some original plots.

Masterful world building
Fortunately, Orullian’s prose, characters, and masterful world building made up for much of this lack of
originality. The world building in particular impressed me a great deal. This isn’t some small world with ten
nations, but a large, rich world with dozens and dozens of countries and peoples, the few of them that have
already been introduced coming with hints of an expansive background and history. The political atmosphere
is intriguing and holds great promise for future novels.

Equally impressive was the magic in The Unremembered. Magic in the world of Aeshau Vaal reminded me
of ‘The Force’ in the Star Wars universe. In Orullian’s work, it is called The Will and can be “rendered” to
create or destroy in numerous ways. For example, the Sheason — and their evil counterpart the Velle — can
render it through The Gift, which is passed on from one Sheason to the next, and the Decant musicians can
render by channeling their emotions through songs. This type of magic has a universal feel to it, as it is the
energy that binds the world together. There is also potential for many different ways of rendering, simply
because the magic hasn’t yet been fully explained in The Unremembered. The fact that this rendering of The
Will is outlawed makes it all the more interesting.

A darker edge
Despite the obvious use of the conventions of the epic genre in The Unremembered — leading to a book that
isn’t set apart by the originality of the story, but by the world in which it takes place — there is a distinct
darkness to The Vault of Heaven that I haven’t experienced in any other epic series. This darkness goes
beyond the simple outlawing of magic, touching all aspects of life in the world of Aeshau Vaal. This is a
place where no one is safe. Women are robbed of their freedom and children are taken from their parents.
The Bar’dyn — soldiers of the enemy — aren’t dumb beasts like Tolkien’s Orcs or Jordan’s Trollocs, but
have a mind of their own, giving some scenes a more horrifying feel than you would expect to find in the
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traditional half of the epic genre. What’s more, there is this nagging feeling that right and wrong may not be
as conventional as they seem, and there might be more to this ancient war than the surface suggests.

Cliffhangers and interludes
While The Unremembered is always intriguing and often surprising, it isn’t a page turner. It probably could
have been, if not for the very flaw — the scope of Orullian’s writing — that I mentioned earlier. There were
many interludes — short chapters that deviate from the main story line and bring us several viewpoints from
characters not formally introduced — in the first two hundred pages of the book, making the book very hard
to get into. When the story finally gets underway after the main characters separate — another one of those
overused tropes you could see coming from miles away — the pacing is thrown off by chapters constantly
ending on a cliffhanger, followed by a chapter from a different viewpoint. While this served to keep a reader
interested — in a rather cheap way, I might add — it became very annoying very quickly.

Why should you read this book?
If you are, like me, a fan of traditional epic fantasy like The Lord of the Rings and The Wheel of Time, you
will definitely enjoy The Unremembered. While this book has a great many flaws, it is certainly a worthy
read. It is conventional material with a dark and promising edge. I look forward to its sequel, which I hope
will surprise me with twists and turns, leading away from the somewhat obvious tropes and into original
territory. While it is far from the best book I’ve read, the many layers of The Unremembered make The Vault
of Heaven one of the most promising series I’ve encountered.

Mogsy (MMOGC) says

3 of 5 stars at The BiblioSanctum http://bibliosanctum.com/2015/07/30/b...

This review is for the “Author’s Definitive Edition” of The Unremembered. What does this verbiage spell for
the book, exactly? According to an interview I found, author Peter Orullian made a ton of changes for this re-
issue, many of which were not just limited to minor adjustments like adding an excerpt or fixing a typo here
and there, though there was certainly some of that involved too. In fact, there are significant differences
between this and the original (but Orullian also assures that those who read the latter will be able to transition
into the sequel just fine), like about fifteen thousand words added in, but even more cut out. So, unlike a lot
of Author’s Editions, this new version is actually substantially shorter than the original. It’s all supposed to
make a stronger book – trimming the fat, bolstering what needed to be bolstered, fixing the pace, improving
character development, etc.

I’ve not read the original, so I can’t really speak to whether or not the Author’s Definitive Edition met its
goals, but finding out all that information did make me curious about this book. It’s so rare that an author
gets a chance to do this, and I wanted to see the end result.

The Unremembered opens with a god condemned by the rest of the pantheon for creating a world filled with
terrifying creatures, upsetting the divine balance. As punishment, he is sent to live for eternity with his
abominations in the Bourne. Thousands of years later, the focus shifts to the perspective of a villager named
Tahn who encounters nightmarish creatures around his home and the lands of the Hollows. Mysterious
strangers arrive in town, and one of them – an old man named Vendanj – warns Tahn of great danger. A tear
between the realms has resulted in the evil things from the Quiet entering the world, putting everything in
peril.

Together with his sister Wendra and his friend Sutter, Tahn sets off on a quest with Vendanj and the old
man’s other companions, the Sodalist Braethen and the beautiful-but-deadly warrior Mira. Tahn has no idea



Read and Download Ebook The Unremembered...

PDF File: The Unremembered... 18

where this quest will take him, but he is all too aware that the world is depending on him and his group to
stop the darkness from swallowing up everything he knows and loves.

The Hero’s Journey immediately comes to mind. The Unremembered is exactly that, pulling in the familiar
tropes in the genre for this traditional quest narrative. This makes it a tough book to review. On the one hand,
many of the themes can be recognized as the conventional and rehashed ideas from well-known fantasy
classics, and though I wouldn’t exactly describe the story as generic, I can’t exactly call it original either. On
the other hand though, there’s a certain charm and appeal to reading a book that harkens back to the days of
old-school fantasy, almost like slipping on a worn but comfortable and much-loved sweater. As with all
books in general, I suspect how you feel about this one will entirely depend on the sort of mood you’re in.

Still, that’s not to say Peter Orullian brings nothing to the genre. I find his world and characters intriguing,
and whether or not this has to do with the changes he made in this edition, I liked his writing style and found
it flowed very smoothly. His world-building is deep and very detailed, and his characters – while playing a
bit to clichés – are people you can relate to. After all, archetypes such as The Hero are popular because they
resonate with us. Tahn is likeable in that role, and his companions also play out their respective parts nicely.
Orullian fleshes out his characters and gives them individual traits that make them memorable, even if they
are present in a derivative capacity.

Is The Unremembered perfect? No, but I still enjoyed reading it. It’s well-paced, probably much improved
from the original version is my guess. Some scenes carry a lot of weight, and in these the author does a
fantastic job with the atmosphere, highlighting tough choices and the consequences of making them.
Sometimes, it can get very poignant and emotional in keeping tensions high and the reader hooked on every
word. As well, at a certain point in the book, the story diverges into two different threads, which threw some
variation into the mix.

Ultimately, I don’t know if I would recommend this book to everyone, but I imagine there will be fantasy
readers who will enjoy it. If you’re looking for something wildly fresh and original, this probably won’t be it.
But if you’re feeling nostalgic for some traditional epic fantasy reminiscent of The Wheel of Time or The
Lord of the Rings, then it’s quite possible that this could work for you. Personally I thought this was a decent
read, and I felt invested enough that I will most likely read the sequel.

Brandon Zarzyczny says

I really enjoyed this debut book, it has all the makings of another amazing epic fantasy series. The world is a
little goofy, with a group of god like beings creating the universe, but one of them goes rogue creating only
crazy evil things, which then makes the rest of the gods strip him of his power and exile him to live with his
creations. It sets up some interesting possibilities, but I had some trouble believing it. The magic system
itself is much better, it's believable but not too scientific, it still has a large element of mystery at this point.
Basically the good sorcerers use the energy from their own body (each time they use it it shortens their life)
to effect change on the world around them (healing/fire/lightning/wind/earthquakes/etc) while the evil
sorcerers drain the life/energy from everything around them to effect change. There is also some interesting
political subplots to the story, where a new regime has enforced a law that essentially on penalty of death no
one is allowed to use magic.

The character development in this novel is top notch. Each character distinctly changes from who they were
at the beginning of the book, for better and worse. The story is pretty typical Epic Fantasy, it follows in the
path of books like The Lord of the Rings and The Wheel of Time. Where a group/fellowship is gathered and
then they set out on a quest while being pursued by deadly monsters, they eventually split up into groups and
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have their own adventures where they greatly evolve as characters, and finally they all meet up again for the
climax of the story. Peter Orullian takes this fantasy trope and spins a phenomenal tale within its guidelines,
of course with a few plot twists and reveals.

My only real small problem with the book is that like other novels with multiple characters, with each
chapter coinciding with a perspective shift to a different character and story, I couldn't help but read the book
chapter by chapter. I didn't really feel the need to blaze through the book. Along with this, I also ended up
liking some characters/plot-lines more than others, making it a little annoying when I have to read multiple
chapters of characters I didn't love as much to get to those I do.

Nevertheless, if you enjoy Epic Fantasy at all, you should absolutely give The Unremembered a try.


