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1 The Y earning by Hannah Howell

Tormented by an ancient curse, the young men of Clan MacCordy reach manhood only to walk forever in
darkness, thirsting for blood--and Alpin MacCordy is no different. He must wed for coin and land, despite
his betrothed's terror--and his own fascination for another woman, Lady Sophie Hay.

2 Bitten by Lynsay Sands

After brooding Keeran MacKay saves Emily Wentworth Collins from a storm-tossed ship: he offers her
shelter in his secluded castle. But when a savage kiss reveals Keeran's true nature, Emily realizes that
yielding to Keeran's untamed desire may change her own life. . .forever.

3 Stranger in the Night by Sara Blayne

Georgiana Thornberry hopes to unearth ancient treasure while exploring the moldering ruins of her ancestral
home. Instead she encounters Julius Lathrop. Does the enigmatic--and disturbingly attractive--stranger hold
the key to afamily legend? Or something far more sinister?

4 The Awakening by Kate Huntington

Orphaned Thalia Layton is stricken to hear that her beloved, eccentric Aunt Cordelia has taken ill. But upon
her arrival at Cordelia's remote estate, Thalia discovers that her aunt has harbored dangerous secrets--and
that Thalia's own attraction to Adrian Lucerne, Cordelia's mysterious--and oddly nocturnal --companion, may
prove to be a sensual temptation that will cost her life. . .
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K says

His Immora Embrace includes 4 short stories of paranormal romance by 4 very different authors. As| have
liked other books/stories written by Howell and Sands (who were two of the authors), | thought to give this
oneatry. And | was dissapointed. Although | thoroughly enjoyed the stories by Sands and Howell, | did not
like the other two authors style and/or stories. Due to the above, | can only give this book 2 stars. If asked, |
would not recommend this book to others, and would advise readers to skip this book, and focus on each
author's other books instead.

Cherie says

| don't read vampire romance regularly but Hannah Howell and Lynsay Sands caught my attention with an
anthology. | have read all the MacNaughton stories and love them.

Hannah Howell's The Y earning: Alpin MacCordy is not related to the MacNaughton's but his was an
especially enjoyable story and my favorite of the bunch. Heisimmortal dueto a curse and curses can be
broken. Lady Sophie rescues him with love. 4 stars

Lynsay Sand's Bitten: The heroine, Emily, is saved by the hero, Keeran, from a shipwreck. She was lashed to
amast to keep her from being tossed overboard but was now in danger of dying from exposure. Keeran has
serious self-esteem issues and Emily decides to convince him otherwise. A little bit dysfunctional but still a
nice story. 3 stars

Sara Blayne's Stranger in the Night: | struggled to figure out whether this was historical or contemporary for
along time. | also found the backstory confusing so | should have slowed down my reading to keep everyone
straight. Even with those two issues keeping me on my toes, | found | liked the story. There was enough
detail for it to feel lengthy. There is a curse behind this story also. 3 stars

Kate Huntington's The Awakening: Thiswas my least favorite. The heroine was a bit of a shrew finding fault
and criticizing before getting all the facts. She starts out disliking the hero, who has been her aunt's lover for
30 years, then in love with him. Her behavior definitely came across asif she were under his spell rather than
being rational. That's not romanceto me. 2 stars

That averagesto three starsbut | liked it alittle bit better than that so 3.5 stars overall.

CaroMommie says

Thiswas afun entertaining story, | enjoyed it.

Nicole says

Bitten by Lynsay Sands and The Awakening by Kate Huntington were the only two enjoyable parts of this
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book. I picked it up because I'm afan of Sands but it was all | could do not to jump ahead to her story and
leave the rest.

The stories by Howell and Blayne were bland at best with no plots and terrible writing.

Carol Storm says

Four great authors, four sexy stories of vampires who rule the night and the strong-willed, courageous
heroines who love them!

The first two stories, THE YEARNING by Hannah Howell and BITTEN by Lynsay Sands, were both
basically Scottish historical stories where the brave warrior laird just happens to be a vampire. In both cases
the heroine is alassie with courage, optimism, and passion who brings the lonely vampire hope and kindness
and gradually helps him come back to "life" within his eternal darkness. My personal pick was the Lynsay
Sands story, just because Emily is such awarm, loving girl and she relies on her inner strength rather than
spells and curses to get her way. Her friendship with Mrs. McBain the housekeeper was so authentic and true
to the time period, the servant mistress connection gradually becoming more like mother and daughter. And
the final scenein the brightly lit ballroom nearly moved meto tears!

The second set of stories, STRANGER IN THE NIGHT by Sara Blaine and THE AWAKENING by Kate
Huntington, were much closer to being vampire storiesin the classic sense. There was more of an
atmosphere of horror and menace, with alot of people bleeding out and dead animals |eft on the side of the
road and angry villagers storming around with torches and things like that. Neither of them really did much
for me, though there was some fascinating research in Stranger In the Night, mostly about the Albigensian
Crusades and the witch hunts of medieval Europe. It was clear the author would rather have written afull
length novel about that than doing a quick Regency novella about a spirited miss unearthing a vampire!

Thelast story, THE AWAKENING by Kate Huntington, was redlly alittle too outre for my taste. The
vampire hero has fed off the heroine's aunt for thirty years before he even meets the young miss. That really
made me uncomfortable. And while | appreciated alot of the points the author makes about religious
hypocrisy and the cruelty of forcing women to deny their desires, alot of thetime just didn't like Adrian
and Thaliaall that much. He was a little too eager to reminisce about all the other lovely ladies he'd drunk
from, for one thing.

And avampire named Adrian. Come on. | mean, "Y o, Adrian!"

Linda says

Anthology with four stories, al surrounding the vampire legends.

The first two was great, even tear jerking, but the second two was just OK.

Hanna Howell”s The Y earning, an old curse is haunting two families. Lady Sophie Hay tries to save both her
self and Alpin. Great story.

Lynsay Sands™ Bitten, Emily gets saved from a shipwreck by atormented man in need of hope and saving.
Grest story.

Sara Blayne's Stranger in the night, Georgiana meets a stranger in her old family home. Not really keeping
my interest, don’t know if it was the leading lady or the man who put me off.

Kate Huntington”s the Awakening, Thalia’s going to help her old aunt at her sickbed and falls for the aunts
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lover. | think it was the sharing of loversthat put me off =/ some things should not stay in the family.

Kristin says

The Yearning
This book begins with awitch cursing the young men of Clan MacCordy because her lover chose to marry

another for lands and wealth rather than marry her for love. This curse ends up not only affecting the
MacCordy's but also the witches femal e ancestors by having them cursed to experience love but never get to
keep it. The MacCordy's end up creatures of the night, very close to vampires in that they cannot handle
sunlight and crave blood but they are described at times with an appearance closer to wolves. The story is
very predictable and when the curse is stated at the beginning it was easy to see how it must be broken. None
the less, 450 years after the curse began, Sophie, a descendant of the witch goes to the MacCordy's and falls
in love with the laird. He must make that same choice between lands/wealth and love and his decision
determines the fate of the curse. Overall since this story was so predictable | didn't enjoy it as much. It wasa
short story which might be why the characters didn't feel well developed and not much in terms of "action”
happened. | would givethisfirst story 2 stars because it was entertaining but not a great story.

Bitten

This short story was more entertaining than the first one for me. Although this one was aso predictable | till
felt like the characters cared for each other by the end. This one also featured vampires and the storylineis
simple- Keeran gets turned into a vampire after an attempt to capture/kill the vampire who killed his mother
and sister. He has tried to fight his vampire nature for 200 years and feels damned because of who he has
become. He saves Emily from a shipwreck and she easily worms her way into his heart. He doesn't want to
like her but realizes that he cannot fight his growing attraction. | felt that the last monologue between Keeran
and Emily where sheis attempting to talk him into changing her was a bit forced and many of her points as
to why Keeran wasn't a bad person were so obvious | would think that someone who has been living for 200
years would have figured out. Overall it was a quick read and entertaining, | would give this one 3 stars.

Stranger in the Night

Thiswas my least favorite novella of the bunch so far. | felt that the curse history and Julius' character were
both never fully explained. Was he avampire like the rest of the novellas? It never exactly stated that and the
only referenceto it was that he felt tempted to bite her neck at the end. The origin of his curse and breaking
of his curse are both not adequately explained and Julius relationship with Georgiana was never devel oped.
Overal | would give that book only 1 star.

The Awakening
This last novellawas poorly written and the characters weren't developed. Thalia's character was so self

serving at the start of the story and rude to her aunts housekeeper right when meeting the woman. She doesn't
like her aunts lover and hates him even more when she realizesit is Adrian, the man who saved her at the
beginning of the story. Y et she easily fallsin love with him-going from hating him to love in what felt like a
second. The author kept saying "the invalid" when talking about her sick aunt which just felt weird to read.
Since she went there for the purpose of nursing her aunt to health, it was strange to hear her aunt talked of in
that term. Then having Thaiafall in love with her aunts lover was even more strange for the story. | was
kind of grossed out by that since Thalia even says that when she was young and got letters from him she
thought of him as her kind grandfather figure. Y et they easily become loversright after her aunt dies and
from there on out the story had a"yuck" feel for me. Overall this story left much to be desired and if would
only rateit half a star.
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Sandra Dagg says

Just finished this one, have been reading the stories over the last few days, and have to say the | thoroughly
enjoyed this anthology, every single story! Would giveit 4.5 starsif | could, holding the last half star only
because the last two stories were not quite as good as the first two. Like some of the other reviewers | have
favorites, the first two were definitely well written. The last two were also very good...the Sara Blayne story
took a bit more concentration asit is written with a heavier Georgian use of language....just made it all the
more authentic for me, but some may not enjoy it as much. The last story has been criticized because of the
hero's penchant for using the women he fallsfor....ne'savampire ladies....| think it was amazing that he at
least felt remorse for what he did over the years! And yes, Thaliawas Cordelia's niece, but she had not lived
constantly with her aunt...Cordelia was more like a benefactress as Thalia grew older....overall | think this
was a great anthology, would read again and definitely a keeper!

vyMariv v says

Thefirst story in thisvolume, "The Y earning”, by Hannah Howell, takes the reader to Scotland, in the year
1435. Sophie Hay, the rather eccentric, witty protagonist, isin search of an old manuscript left by an
ancestor, Morvyn Galt. It concerns a 400-year-old curse laid on the MacCordy family by Morvyn's sister,
Rona, who had been betrayed in love by a MacCordy, and with a child on the way, to make matters worse.

Ever since she pronounced this curse, all of the firstborn MacCordy men have turned into vampires when
they reach adulthood. Ironically, all of the Galt women have been cursed as well, for all their love affairs are
doomed to end, with no marriage in sight.

Sophie makesit her mission to save the current MacCordy heir, Alpin. How she eventually manages to
accomplish this, falling in love with him, and he with her, makes for some truly enjoyable reading. | only
wish this had been an entire novel, instead of a story. That's how "verra' much | loved it! Sparkling with wit
and humor, thisisastory | will not soon forget!

The second story, "Bitten", by Lynsay Sands, is another great read. It's not typical of her usualy very funny
writing, as exemplified by her Argenau novels. This story is a more dramatic one, along the lines of the
lonely, tortured vampire who believes himself unworthy of love. In other words, this story has the age-old,
and very addictive, "Beauty and the Beast" theme. Music to my eyes!

Keeran, the vampire of the tale, lives a solitary existence in a seaside Scottish castle, attended by the elderly
MacBains. He can get no other servants to work for him, dueto their fear of him. Everything changes,
however, when he saves Emily, shipwrecked on her way to an arranged marriage to a man she does not love.
Emily turns Keeran's life upside down. She brings light to his hitherto dismal existence. Sheturns his
gloomy castle into areal home, having convinced the villagers to help her do so with their work of

refurbishing and cleaning. He has no choice but to fall in love with her!

Toward the end of the story, | was moved to tears by Emily's creative gift to Keeran, which finally convinces
him that he is, indeed, worthy of love...

The incomparable Sands has penned a very sweet, poignant tale that | will most likely read again!

The next tale, "Stranger In The Night", by Sara Blayne, is another beautiful, memorable tale, set in England.
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Georgiana Thornberry is a 19th-century nerd. She has neither time nor patience for shallow social pursuits,
and no interest in glamour. Her one passion is finding and collecting ancient artifacts. In fact, sheis
participating in the excavation of a Celtic fort in Surrey when her Uncle Godfrey unexpectedly summons her
to Alverstone Manor, aruined mansion in Charnwood Forest.

It isthere that Georgiana comes across a cave, in which she finds an ancient amulet, forged by one Estelle
Touissant. In the manor's ruins, she also encounters a most unusual, wildly attractive (of course!) gentleman,
Julius Lathrop, whom she discovers to be avampire. He, too, has been cursed,and the amulet found by
Georgianais vital to the lifting of the curse.

The writing style, dialogues, and characterizations al brought Jane Austen and the Bronte sisters to mind,
making me love this story even more. And no wonder, since Blayne is known for her Regency romances!

The fourth and last story, "The Awakening", by Kate Huntington, was an utter disappointment, although it's
as well written as the previous three. It has more of a Gothic fedl to it than they do, aswell. In fact, it comes
closer to the horror genre than is comfortable for me to tolerate. It also raises some rather deep philosophical
guestions, dealing with the meaning of life and death, aswell as the creative spirit. Such themes interest me
greatly, and | would have loved the story because of them, had it not been for severa glaringly immoral
elements contained therein.

Thetaleis about two women artists -- one a sculptor, and the other a painter, living in England, in the year
1814. The sculptor, Cordelia Layton, has been living with her lover, Adrian Lucerne, who is suspected of
being a vampire, for many years, scandalizing the society of thetime. Their residence is near the wild moors
of Lancashire. Thisisthefirst objectionable element-- | do not like the idea of people living together for
years without benefit of marriage. | know that this view is an unpopular one, but | don't care. | feel very
strongly about this.

Thalia, Cordelias niece, has cometo visit, dlarmed by her aunt's failing health. She eventually discovers that
thisis dueto Lucerne, who has regularly drunk from Cordelia during their years together. There are more
objectionable elements coming up here -- Lucerne has had a string of lovers throughout the centuries, and he
has always drunk from them. They have all died in the end, L ucerne having to quietly bury each one himself.
Although he does feel some remorse for these deaths, it is apparently not enough for him to attempt to stop
this pattern of attaching himself to human women, feeding on them until they are eventually too weak to go
on living. In Cordelia's case, he has al'so fed on her creative fires. Huntington's vampires cannot create. So
they enjoy the creative act vicariously, through the artist they slowly consume.... (Shiversl)

Another objectionable element in this story isthe way Cordeliais buried after her inevitable death. It'sa
pretty grisly scene. | don't know how | could possibly have made myself read it...

Then, incredibly, Thalia's growing feelings for Adrian explode; she and Adrian become lovers, right after her
aunt's burial! Thiswas the straw that broke the camel's back, so to speak. Immorality upon immorality! Little

regard for human life and love!

| can only say that | absolutely loathe thistale! | heartily wish it had not been included in this otherwise
wonderfully romantic volume, since | couldn't give the book the five stars it deserved because of it.

For more of my reviews, please visit my blog, A NIGHT'S DREAM OF BOOKS.

http://anightsdreamaofbooks.blogspot.com
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Readdiction says

The first two stories were quite enjoyable but the last two were not as great.

Hannah Howell and Lynsay Sands had great vampires and sweet heroines in their romance. It was light
reading material but IMO it was not as great as their other anthology - Eternal Highlander.

Thethird story was a bit difficult to follow as the events were quite unclear - seemingly to occur al at once ?
It was quite confusing which is a pity because the root of the story and its ending was quite lovely.

The last completely diminished my opinion of the anthology. It featured a vampire who had been involved
with the heroine's aunt. It was quite off-putting to read about a romance where the heroine becomes involved
with her dying aunt's lover while the aunt is till alive. Moreover, the chemistry between the hero and
heroine did not seem special or "meant to be". It was unfortunate that this story had to be featured at the end
asit left abad taste which overshadowed whatever enjoyment | had of the other stories.

An Odd1 says

Cute and funny ismy favorite, Howell's"The Yearning". Sir Alpin, already engaged and drinking half-blood,
trips over Sophies protective stones. Romance between servants Eric and Nella. Their dialect is distracting
and silly "M'laird, didye ken .." "havenae they? .. aye, the beastie comes out .. 'Tistime".

Jill says

Two stars for the Howdll and Sands stories; otherwise, it would be zero stars. | couldn't even finish the other
two...lifeistoo short.

Patty says

Would score The Y earning 4 Stars and the other two as 2 Stars each.

Garciamrc7 says

This book is so funnyj xd

? Sassy ~Amy ? says

Most of these anthologies with Hannah Howell's Vampires are really good. This one was just kind of boring
and it took almost a day to read the 100 page story.
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Partial review & | will add more later!

Hannah Howell - The Yearning

Thiswas astory of a curse made 400 years prior and Sophie a decendant of the curser who wanted to make it
right. She set off to the family of the cursed & decided to try everything to break it. It was hinting at a
vampire, but it was different. Not a true vampire??? It was a sweet nice storal with amoral ending type, but |

was bored.

rest to follow tomorrow...
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