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One of the most internationally noteworthy titles from Europe in recent years, Mammals is a witty
anatomization of modern life. Caustic, comic, and unflinchingly honest, Mammalsis a cruel but beautiful
tale of love, solitude, alcoholism, family, and unemployment. This fictional memoir of a glorious loser
recounts the life of the Uncle, an unhappy Parisian bachelor whose only true loves were a Polish girl and a
divorcee. Heisadrunk; heis sarcastic; he works and fails desultorily in several fields until he winds up
surrounded by neurotic women, ateacher in a secondary school. He tries out therapist after therapist and
can't figure out who is the butt of the joke. He has nephews and this makes him nervous. In fact, amost
everything about family life makes him nervous — especially now that he's living at home again. He coins
proverbs for living with lowered expectations and attempts a bestiary of his pathological parents, the
mammals of thetitle.

Riding its handbasket merrily to hell, veering now and then toward overwhelming lyricism, Mammal s pieces
together the portrait of modern society's Everyman. It establishes Pierre Merot as an extraordinary and
delightful voice of international stature.
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From Reader Review Mammalsfor online ebook

Jana says

If I was sad and lonely, in my forties and mortified of life, impotent and angry, with sexual problems and
unhappy, but most of al depressed because world and life are just dark and unfair (allow me my inspiration
break so | can order new glass of wine and cognac while | write this in some basement pub) — then there
would be a chance for which | would say that | found myself in Uncle’ s words.

Current French existentialism is one sad sad place.

| don't like books with no existent dialogue ... words on words on words ... but that are so deep that you
want to drown yourself like they are at the end of the well and you need to dive for them, because thereis
obviously no way ou.

And you have no light in your life and people are bastards, and you KNOW your family will leave you, and
your lovers will leave you, and children will leave you, and you are penniless and work some shitty job, and
your anger toward your parents the mammalsis so frustrating (why did those creatures have you in the first
place, because obvioudly lets blame everything on mammals) and you just want to have a decent fuck, and
you even annoy your psychiatrist, and you had few unsuccessful marriages.

And you have only one faithful friend.

Y our alcohol.

Misery cometo me, | can’t stand life anymore — basic thought of this book. BUT | like it. Because | know
that | will not always be young and happy and sunshine flowers all around me. Cynicism, irony, wrinkles,
shitty bank statements and arse full of cellulite will come to me aswell, and then | will embrace this book in
my arms and say, at last, at last we meet face to face my dear friend.

Lets be serious. | just purely hope that in my forties | will not be as screwed up asthis assholeis.

Let me pour you another drink, n'est-ce pas?

Georgia Douk. says

OuU?el LPANOV MTIOUK 2Q0KI OAA? e KOA?TEPN YPAE? B0 TOAL?0W VA T, . EULOV? OTO OAKO?A
OTIC KATAXP?0EIC KAl OTO 0. AUT? N EUUOV? VO W ?TI TO EUTIOO?LEL VA ATEAELOEPWBE? KOl VO
TEL AUT? TIOU 07TWC ? PAAWG ETTXEIPE?. TAIK? (NTZUOTA, OVEPY?D, OOTIK? TP?TUTI KOl OIKOYVELQ,
MEYOAOUTI?AELG KAl AOTIK?C TP?MOC LW,

lotop?0 Vacg Be?0¢ KOVT? HEG?PALKOC TIOL ?XEl {?0¢€l Y2U0, XWPIOWU?, TEPITI?TEIEC, KAPLPPEC, AVEPY?Q,
2PWTA KATAOTPOQP? OAA? 2A0 AUT? 1IBWUVA 200 aTT? TN 0 VOAIPN TNC ETIBOA?C TNC OAOTIK?G
OUTIK?C KOIVLV?20C. AAA? KOl WPAAOV OPKET? PPOUBIK? ETIPPO?. 200G KAL 1A OUT? ava@?peTal O
BNAaoTIK? yia va de?Eel TN dLOEOP?U TNC LET?BOONC AT? TNV APX?TNE NOOV?C OTNV apX? TNC
TPAYUOTIK?TNTAC.

2nue?a:

PDF File: Mammals... 3



Read and Download Ebook Mammals...

"Av dev €720 GLVAVT?0El TOV TIOIT?PA 0O, Ba £?2Xa ayop?0el Va Kav?¢'. "H cuvalobnuatik?
OUTOKTOV?0 OUV70TATAL AOITTV GTOV VA LAVOUUE TIOA? KOLP? UE VO TN?0U0 TIOL SV TIPOCTIOP?LEl
TOIP? EA?X1OTN IKAVOTIO?NON" OEA 62

KaTtam\nKTiK? n Topoua?00n tng Avolag TN ToyKOoU 0TI N ongG:

"Tov 6?0 TOV €ZAKLAV CUXV? Ol 7PIHEC YUVA XKEC, WVOEIEN, O?XWC PANO, EVZC AVETIZAUTOU

0131 TT?3E10V OU-

HTA YA TOC. X 2PN OTIC TEXVOAOY?EC TIOU EKUETAAAEZETAL, TO VTEPVET IKOVOTIOIE? TIC TIO ALXUNP?E
gegova

AK?¢ TPOTIM?0¢E1C. O1 ETT2UAXEC AIAKAND?OEIC TOV TUC P?PVOLV KATELOBE?AV OTNV KAPAL? TOU
TIPOOWTIKO? GO ¢

AaBupOoL. EVAI TEXVOAOVIK? EPXT?, L2000 SLOBOXIKV dlACTAVP?0EWY KPITNP2wWY, Va
odnynBe?te otnv

OTIPAUTN EIKVA Y?PW OTI? TNV OTID?0 TEPICTPAPETAL PAN 0AG N GEEOLAALX?TNTA: Ul ypI?

T X ?200pKnN, @a-

AQXP?, AAUCOJEUVI, TIOL YAE?PEL VAV TOETONVO 2PnBo pe pol KAAGN, EV?0W TN C0O0U?LEl VO
OTTVIEA

Bpetng pe (apTI ?pEC, TO OTIO?0 CUUTIAXKETAL HE LIO TPIXWT? MaTov?a TIov @2pEl Va VIYOVTIa 70
TT?0C KI

?XEL 0TOV OPOVOIXTO TUCIV? TNG TO TLWPOPRZA0 EVC AUEPIX VIXOUL 2PHOTOC U?XNG, X.0.X. EMVal aut?
TIOU

OVOU?ETAI TINYKOCOWUIOTIONON. H TYKOOUIOTIO?NON OCLOXET2LETAL, KAB?C A VETAL, KAT? GPIXT?
Xa1 avayxoa?o

TP?TO HE TO ATE?PWC UIKP? OA 194 -195

L ampone says

A fantastic read, a story well told of alife quite frustrated. | feel like | should turn back to page one and dive
once again into that bacchanalia of sex and liquor at dawn and indulge into the human drama and
frustrations, get dizzy on those delicious sentences and descriptions and drink drink drink once again the
ambrosia of this genius. But right now somebody's knocking at the door, and | have to put down my beer...

Elaine says

This makes you rethink what anovel is. There is no character development, no plot to speak of. It is more of
awitty bunch of observations about alcoholism and the general failings of ane'er do well uncle, which,
supposedly everyone has, or maybe not everyone. Quick read.

Oh, how could | forget? Mammals are mothers and he doesn't much like them at all.
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Virag says

Dark and funny.

Walter says

Funny opening line:

"Every mode family should have a fuck-up: afamily without afuck-up is not truly afamily, because it lacks
an element that challengesit, thereby reinforcing its legitimacy."

| picked at this book and took it down in small bites(and still do when | need a laugh).

Asthisnovel issardonic. That is, the word is derived from the Sardinian plant. You eat it, laugh in a spasm
like fashion, and then die.

So: small bites. Hilarious riffs on teaching, people, publishing, etc.

Edit: more info on sardonic:

'Sardonic Grin' Has Rootsin PoisonousHerb

http://dsc.discovery.com/news/2009/05...

Noelia Mendizabal says

No se puede huir de los franceses.

Vassiliki Dass says

3.8*

ATOAOUGTIK? 0?TIPA TNG YOAAIK?C KOIVOV20¢ (KOt 2XI LV0 QUOLKO) KOl KUP2WG TOL EKTINIOEVTIKO?
ouoT2UATOC (Y?ALO PET? dAKP2WV), TNE ETIXEIPNMUATIK?C KOIV?INTaC (€TT70N¢ d7KPLa aT? TA Y7ALA,
OUT?TO ATT?20TIIOUO €101K? Ba 70EA va TO Yp2Pw £y? ?tav Ba T?pw o VTA&N Kal 8a umop? o va
HIA?0W EAEP0EPQ), TNG EPWITIK G (W?C OTIC OYXPOVEC LEYOAOUTI?AEIC KO TOU KOAA2UATOC TV
QVTPV HE TNV HOU? TOUG. VA JIOHOVTKI KPUUUAV0 aTnv BIRA10672KN pou at? 1o 2005!
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Adelina Genova says

PO227X0 D772 0 P00 0027777 22727777 P 2XXXX70? 277777770 0 277772 00 P70770°077070. 22 02-77777°7

http://knigozavar.com/?p=42

Matic Sket says

Tako 7isto nakratko povedano: Vsi smo mi malo v ku* cu.

Bla says

ack! i am clearly not literate enough to enjoy a french trandation.

Allison says

Bitterly existential. And French!

Stephen Witt says

Cute, but forgettable.

Elizabeth says

Sorry, | disagree with al the hype from le Figaro etc. This book didn't live up to the promise of its
(acknowledgedly wonderful) first line.

| don't even think a better translator would have helped that much.

Katherine says

On page 33 and thisis awesome. DL would love.

[later]
The rest of the book doesn't really live up to pp 1-33, but still worth my time. (Five starsfor the first bit;
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threefor therest.) Cranky and hilariousin that way only the French know how to do.
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