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The latest novel from international multi-million-copy bestselling author Lucinda Riley is a stunning, epic
saga. Filled with unforgettable characters, The Midnight Rose is a multi-layered, heart-breaking tale, and
marks Lucinda Riley’ s most ambitious novel to date. Spanning four generations and two very different
cultures, it sweeps from the glittering palaces of the great maharajas of Indiato the mgjestic stately homes of
England, following the extraordinary life of agirl, Anahita Chaval, from 1911 to the present day . . . Inthe
heyday of the British Rgj, eleven-year-old Anahita, from a noble but impoverished family, forms alifelong
friendship with the headstrong Princess Indira, the privileged daughter of rich Indian royalty. Becoming the
princess's official companion, Anahita accompanies her friend to England just before the outbreak of the
Great War. There, she meets the young Donald Astbury — reluctant heir to the magnificent, remote Astbury
Estate — and his scheming mother. Eighty years later, Rebecca Bradley, ayoung American film star, hasthe
world at her feet. But when her turbulent relationship with her equally famous boyfriend takes an unexpected
turn, she' srelieved that her latest role, playing a 1920s debutante, will take her away from the glare of
publicity to the wilds of Dartmoor in England. Shortly after filming begins at the now-crumbling Astbury
Hall, Ari Malik, Anahita s great-grandson, arrives unexpectedly, on a quest for hisfamily’s past. What he
and Rebecca discover begins to unravel the dark secrets that haunt the Astbury dynasty . . .
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Diane Lynn says

| really enjoyed this book and would have given it five starsif it hadn't been for afew bizarre eventsin the
present day story. The present day story also dragged in parts. On the other hand, the story set in the past was
well researched and held my attention. | love it when an author includes a bibliography. This book could
have easily ended up on my favorites shelf. Five starsfor the past, three for the present, equals four overal.

Aditi says

“ The more you leave out, the more you highlight what you leave in.”
----Henry Green

Lucinda Riley, the New York Times bestselling author, has penned an enchanting tale of love, loss and royal
family secrets, in her book, The Midnight Rose. Thisisthe story of agirl named, Anahita, spanning across
many generations, and with the help of another protagonist, Rebecca, the readers get to revisit the life of
Anahitaand her royalty and her family secrets.

Synopsis:

In the heyday of the British Raj, eleven-year-old Anahita, from a noble but impoverished family, forms a
lifelong friendship with the headstrong Princess Indira, the privileged daughter of Indian royalty. As the
princess's official companion, Anahita accompanies her friend to England just befor e the outbreak of World
War |. There, she meets young Donald Astbury—reluctant heir to the magnificent, remote Astbury
Estate—and his scheming mother.

Ninety years later, Rebecca Bradley, a young American film star, has the world at her feet. But when her
turbulent relationship with her equally famous boyfriend takes an unexpected turn, she'srelieved that her
latest role, playing a 1920s debutante, will take her away from the glare of publicity to a distant corner of
the English countryside. Shortly after filming begins at the now-crumbling Astbury Hall, Ari Malik, Anahita's
great-grandson, arrives unexpectedly, on a quest for his family's past. What he and Rebecca discover begins
to unravel the dark secrets that haunt the Astbury dynasty .

Ari, the great grand son of Anahita, received the papers containing the life story of her great grand mother,
that leads him to the Astbury Hall in England to find Anahita's lost son, Moh. At the same time, Rebecca, an
American actress, visits the Astbury Hall in England for a film shooting, where she befriends the current
Lord Astbury. Fate brings both these characters together, where together they try to find Anahita's lost son,
Moh, thereby unraveling some great and hidden Astbury family secrets. Will they be able to find Moh?

I've been quite a huge fan of this best selling author. Riley's exquisite writing style and el oquent words along
with afree-flowing and addictive narrative, make the book one hell of a page-turner. The book is so

englaving that the story lingersin the minds of the readers long after it's appalling climax. From the very first
half of the book, the story delves deeper into the historical aspects of both the countries- India, during British
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Raj, and England- both in present and in the past.

The layering of the story lineis quiteintricately, especially both the stories, one of Rebecca and the other of
Anahita, arein perfect tune with one another. Thus when the readers shift from one timeline to another while
reading, they can easily set back into each of the timelines with ease. From the cultural in-differences to the
fashion statement to the linguistic gap to the political strata, social prejudices etc, are all very thoroughly
portrayed in the story line. Each and every scene from the book is so vividly described that it feelslike the
scenes are playing out before the yes of the readers.

The author not only transports her readers back in time but also takes them to see various eye-catching
destinations that are not only strikingly featured but also evocatively described. The characters of the book
plays out to be the most strongest aspect in the story, which are extremely well-devel oped layered both with
flaws and skills. Anahita's painful and heartbreaking story haslot of power to move the readers whereas
Rebecca's story helps the readers to contemplate with the past. The supporting cast is also developed with
lots of flair and charm that can leave alost lasting impression in the minds of the readers.

In short, the book isrich in history and the backdrop is vibrantly painted that supports an equally poignant
story of two women.

Verdict: Thisisa must read book for historical fiction readers.

Courtesy: Thanks to the author, Lucinda Riley, for giving me an opportunity to read and review this book.

Anna says

On Anahita's 100th birthday, her family gather in the Indian mountains to celebrate. Taking her eldest great-
grandson Ari to one side, she gives him a pile of papers. It's her life story, she says, written down in case her
long-lost son can ever be found; Anahita (Anni) was told that little Moh died when he was two, but she's
never accepted this and knows her now 80 year old son is out there somewhere. Reading her papers, Ari
travelsto Astbury Hall in England where Anni spent some time during the Great War and begins to retrace
her steps.

Also visiting Astbury Hall is American actress Rebecca. Shooting afilm set in the 1920s, she becomes
friendly with the current Lord Astbury. Seeing her dressed in period costume, he's stunned to find her the
image of his American grandmother, brought over with a handsome dowry to save the crumbling Astbury
Hall after the war. Armed with Anni's papers and the Astbury family diaries, Ari and Rebecca work together
to uncover the truth about what became of Moh.

Anni's story was vibrant and rich in historical detail, with an ending that was both shocking and poignant.
Unfortunately, Rebecca's story was weak, taking up far too many pages whilst achieving nothing, full of
superfluous characters and simpering conversations. A decent edit could have solved alot of this, but
nothing could have saved the |atter stages of her tale which descended into complete farce.

The best dual-timelines get the balance right between past and present; the past story will always be the
stronger of the two, with the present-day story complementing it rather than fighting it, as Rebecca did here.

Anni deserved so much better.

Four starsfor Anni, one or two for Rebecca.
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Josiemauss5 says

Also die eine Sache habeich ja so nicht kommen sehen ?? aber allesin allem ein sehr tolles Buch ?

Jess The Bookwor m says

This book spans so far and wide that it felt aimost epic to me. It starts out in Indiafollowing the family of
Anahita as she celebrates her 100th birthday. Anahita has always felt as though something was missing from
her life: when she was young she had her first son, and was informed that he had died, but she never believed
it, even when she was given his death certificate. She has written down her life story, and decides to passit
on to her great grandson, Ari, hoping that he can find out the truth of Anahita's past.

Ari, asuccessful businessman, is at acrossroadsin his personal life, having just been through a break up,
and decides to undertake his great grandmother's quest. He begins to read the story, which beginsin Indiain
the early 20th century, where Anahitawas ayoung girl, born into a high class, but poor, becomes the
companion to Princess Indira, and is introduced to the lavish lifestyle of Indian royalty. Sheis given the
opportunity to travel to England to boarding school with her royal friend, where she stays at Astbury Estate,
and meets Donald, the heir to the estate, who she seems to connect with straight away.

The book then switches to modern day England at the Astbury Estate, where American actress, Rebecca
Bradley isfilming a period drama movie, and when Ari arrives at the Estate, the two of them begin their
interest in uncovering the secrets that the Estate has to offer.

| loved the glimpse into Indian royalty, the various characters along the way, both the modern and the past
characters. The book contains family mystery, forbidden love stories, scandal, and a bit of a gothic element
(which | always enjoy).

Lucinda Riley really knows how to weave a story, and make the reader feel like they're travelling, both
abroad and through time. It was a story that gripped me and held my interest until the end, it really was
wonderful.

Allison says

The Midnight Rose was completely absorbing. | love these gothic novels with rich atmosphere and dual
timelines, although | sometimes have to take more tragedy and bleakness than | would like along with them.
I've read one novel by Lucinda Riley before, and loved how her story included exotic locations as well as
England. But it was so sad that | couldn't bring myself to read another of her books for several years.

Thistime | was braced for tragedy at least in the earlier timeline, and ended up cursing myself for till
getting attached to the characters. There's no doubt that Riley can suck you in and make you dread what's
going to happen to them. The haunting sadness of their story clung to me for several days after | finished
reading.

The thing that disappointed me about this one is the modern timeline. | was really hoping it would make up
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for the tragedy of the past. It did offer a bit of redemption, but it was not nearly as satisfying asit could have
been. The romance was underdevel oped, and materialized almost out of nhowhere. | didn't have the chanceto
become invested enough in it. That dissatisfaction also lingered with me for several days, making me waver
between 3 and 4 stars on my rating.

Still, the haunting nature of both books I've now read by Riley tells me that | will be back for more in the
future. Like amoth to aflame.

Joy (joyousreads) says

As Anahita s century-old life draws to a close, she yearns for the son she had to give up when he was but a
child of three. While everyone had told her that he died soon after she left, she knows from the depths of her
soul that he was till alive. Ever the perceptive, she also knows that death will soon knock on her door. As
she sets her affairsin order, she leaves her first grandchild aletter; one that she’ s written to her missing son.
In the letter isthe story of her life and details of the events leading up to her abandoning him.

Ten years after she died, her grandson sets about finding Anahita’s son; an endeavour that will take him to
England, particularly, Astbury, the estate where Anahitaworked as a healer at atime when people of colour
are considered to be only as valuable as servants.

In the present Astbury, he finds Rebecca Bradley, an American actress on location shooting afilm. He also
meets Lord Anthony Astbury, arecluse who can tell him where he can start his search for Anahita’ s son. At
first, thelord of the manor did not take kindly to Ari unearthing history. But the more he reads her letter, the
further he gets drawn in to the past.

It will take you to atime when Royal India boasts the most lavish of courts. When girls are told education
was nothing but a fantastical dream. Anahita grew up with afather who thought it otherwise, however. And
when he died, her mother made sure that that dream was kept alive. Y ou can say that this was how her story
started; when she met a precocious princess in the person of Indy. Their childhood friendship span years, and
had gone through the ups and downs of having two different backgrounds. But short of adopting her, Indy’s
had become her family when Anni’s mother died. Indy’s family provided for her education and shelter in
England. In the end though, Anni had to make choices for herself —which proved to be both a blessing and
the tragedy that she couldn’t prevent.

While Anahita’ s story was as beautiful as it was heartbreaking, Rebecca’ s was as gothic as stories of the
past. Her part in this epic story is that her resemblance to Lord Astbury’ s grandmother was quite uncanny.
And having been the person to discover his grandfather’ s diary attaches herself to thistragic tale. What
Rebecca stumbled into is a madness that started three generations past. If | had to compare it to any gothic
novels|’veread in the past, I'd say it's comparable to Jane Eyre. It's having another resident to Astbury
Estate but no one would know who it was until the bitter end.

Lucinda Riley crafted a cast of characters whose stories were seamlessly tied with love, family, and murder
three generations old. | must admit that the major draw for me was the mystery surrounding the lost son. The
Midnight Rose is a beautiful tale of love and tragedy. It'slush, and full of history. It's also dark and as
mysterious as a decrepit manor losing its battle with time. This book just provesto me that not all historical
fiction are created equal. Once you crack open this novel, you would not be able to stop.
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Anne says

Thisisahuge story, not just in length but in the quality of the writing, the detail and the meticul ous research
that has gone into its creation. A saga that spans the decades and spreads across continents, it is dramatic and
compelling and swept me off to another era.

The Midnight Rose is Anahita's story, and beginsin Indiain 1911. Anahita (Anni) comes from afamily
whose wealth has been lost over the years, brought up by parents who allowed her to believe in herself and
her skills, she becomes the companion of Princess Indira. Indiraisaflighty girl, spoilt but warm hearted and
the two girls become the best of friends. When the girls are sent to England, Anni realised that it is here that
she can gain a proper education, and maybe achieve something that wouldn't be possible back in India. It is
also the place that she meets Donald Astbury, the man who will shape her whole future.

The story istold as a dual-time narrative, and the reader is soon transported to modern-day Astbury estate.
No longer the venue for parties and dinners, the house is now owned by the present Lord Anthony who lives
alone with just his housekeeper for company. Financial worries have meant that the estate has been hired out
asalocation for a Hollywood film starring the beautiful, but unhappy Rebecca Bradley.

When Anni's great-grandson Ari arrives at Astbury to try and learn more about his ancestors, he and Rebecca
stumble upon evidence that the things that Anni claimed in her letter to Ari may well have been true.

Thisisatruly captivating story spanning continents and decades. The descriptions of lifein the royal palaces
of India during the time of English rule are stunning, and the way of life for the English aristocracy is
cleverly compared and contrasted, showing that in fact, although miles apart, there were many similaritiesin
how they lived. Exotic, vibrant, colourful India and the opulence and grandeur of the Royal family contrast
with the sometimes staid and stuffy gentle elegance of the English countryside.

Anni is acomplex character, seemingly compliant, kind and caring - yet with a steely determination to
protect those who are dearest to her, whilst being prepared to sacrifice her own happiness for the sake of
others.

The modern-day story unfolds quite slowly, as Rebecca and Ari learn alittle bit more about Anni and her
journey to Astbury, the full horror of her treatment from Donald's mother, Lady Maud Astbury becomes
clear. Lady Maud was awoman who was determined that nothing would stand in her way, determined that
the Astburys would continue to live on the estate for generations to come, her hard-hearted actions shaped
the whole future for many years.

A story of love, courage, consequences, family relationships and mystery. The attention to detail and the
perfect parallel timing of this novel makesit ajoy to read.

Lizzy says

If you want to read about Indiain the time of the Raj, England during World War I, prejudice, terrible
mothers, and doomed love affairs with its echoes into the present, Lucinda Riley’s The Midnight Rose might
be the book for you.

It isan enjoyable read to be sure, but not what | expected. Two parallel stories are told simultaneously. In the
past, we read the tale of young Indian Anahita Chevran, as she travels between her homeland and England,
where sheis trapped at the beginning of World War I. In present day, actress Rebecca Bradley isfilming a
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1920’ s period drama set in the same Astbury Hall, in Dartmoor, where Anahitalived part of her timein
England.

Let me shortly explain my disappointment. To tell two story lines concomitantly is not always easily well
done. Anahitaand Donald story seemed solid, athough | could not like Donald and Anahita’ s behavior were
not always easy to understand. Rebecca and Ari’s story, on the other hand, was weaker and less devel oped;
the characters flatter. The power of adual time-line novel depends on the past and the present being equally
believable. That did not fully happen with Midnight Rose. A pity, the story had potential. However, | kept
reading because of the strength of Anahita story, wanting to learn how her life story ultimately ended.

Considering all the limitations pointed up above, still areasonable good read. 2.5/3 stars.

Mirjana Luki? says

Pravo uzivanjei opustanje. Sve knjige Lucinde Riley su pune iskrene ljubavi, iskrenih suza, radosti,
prastanjai ko voli daiz surove realnosti pobegne u neke lepSei bajkovitije pri?e ovo je pravi izbor :)

Magdalena aka A Bookaholic Swede says

Dual review with Swedish first and then English!

SWEDISH REVIEW

Jag dlskar att 1ésa bocker med exotiska platser och Midnattsrosen verkade ha allaingredienser som jag gillar
i en bok med tvatidslinjer: en sorglig historia, ett intressant mysterium och starka kvinnliga karaktérer. Och
paett sétt fick jag det, i allafall delvis. Men for att en bok med tvatidslinjer, en samtidaoch eni det
forflutna, ska fungera &r det nddvandigt att de &r likaintressanta att 18sa. Visst, det & inte ett problem om den
ena beréttelsen ar lite béttre an den andra. Problemet med den hér boken &r att nutidshistorien aldrig blir
intressant och att Rebecca, den vackra filmstjérnan, aldrig fick chansen att skina. Det kédnns som om hon &r
bara dar, sa att Anahitas barnbarn Ari, skulle haen kvinnlig foljeslagare i sin sokning efter Anahitas
"forlorade son. Rebecca's egha historia forsummas tyvarr.

Bokens borjan & mycket spdnnande med den gamla Anahita som ser tillbakai sitt liv och ger Ari en
nedskriven redogorelse om sitt liv. Det & Anahitas aterberattel se som holl mig intresserad genom bokens
gang, hennestidiga liv med sin mamma och pappa, nar hon méter den rika Indira och flyttar hem till dem
och senare resan till England med Indirafor att borja skolan dér. Det hér & den del jag &dskade mest i den har
boken. Sedan méter Anahita Donald Astbury, och for att vara érlig tyckte jag inte att de hade mycket kemi.
Det kandes mest som en typisk handelse, tva olampliga manniskor méts och foralskar sig i varandra och det
helakan bara duta pa ett satt. Olyckligt! Jag ogillade inte Donald, han var barainte en intressant karaktar.
Sedan uppstar naturligtvis problem och Anahitas maste akatillbakartill Indien. Och det & hér jag borjade fa
problem med Anahitas beréttelse. Det blir férutsagbart, och for mitt liv kan jag inte forsta Donalds
handlingar och &nnu mindre kan jag forsta hur Anahita fortfarande kan &l ska honom tillrackligt for att
acceptera hans ursdkter.

Den sistadelen av boken blev det en hel del skuml&sning for att komma igenom, eftersom mitt humér
vaxlade, ena minuten var handlingen irriterade att for att sedan bli trékig. Det som holl mitt intresse uppe
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andatill slutet var att jag ville fa ett svar pa vad som hande med Anahitas son. Tacksamt nog var slutet bitvis
bra

Midnattsrosen var en besvérlig bok att bok att 1&asai och med att handlingen var sa ojamn. Med néstan 600
sidor hade handlingen behtvt vara jdmnare. Jag 6nskar att boken hade tagit upp mer mer om Anahitasliv i
Indien efter att hon hade lamnat England for gott och jag skulle gérna ha bytt ut Rebeccas historia for det.
Om jag inte hade gillat Anahita sd mycket skulle den har boken varit mycket svérare att |&sa.

Tack till Bazar Forlag for recensionexemplaret!

ENGLISH REVIEW

| loveto read books with exotic locations and Midnight Rose seemed to have all the ingredientsthat | likein
adual-timeline book; a sad story, an interesting mystery, and strong female characters. And, in away did |
get it, partly. However, for a book with two storylines, one contemporary and one in the past to work isit
necessary that they are equally interesting to read. Sure, it's not a problem when oneis dlightly better than the
other. The problem with this book is that the contemporary story never getsinteresting and that Rebecca, the
beautiful movie star, never got the chance to shine. She'sjust there, in the present, so that Anahita's great-
grandson Ari while searching for Anahita's "lost son" has a female companion in his search. Her own history
is sadly neglected.

Now, the beginning of the book is very intriguing with the old Anahita looking back at her life and giving
Ari awritten down account of her life. It's Anahita's life throughout this book that kept my interesting up, her
early life with her mother and father, coming to live with the wealthy Indiraand later on traveling to England
with Indirato start school there. Thisisthe part | loved the most in this book. Then Anahita's meets Donald
Astbury, and to be honest, didn't | think that they had alot of chemistry. It felt just like atypical kind of thing
that happens in aromance book, two unsuitable people meet. | did not dislike Donald, he was just not an
interesting character. Then, of course, problem arise and Anahita's hasto go back to India. And, here is when
| started to get a problem with Anahita's story as well as Rebeccas. It gets predictable, and for my life can't |
understand Donald actions and even less can | understand how Anahita can still love him enough to accept
his excuses.

The last part of the book did | skim alot to get through since my mood alternated between annoyed and
bored. What kept my interest up until the end was that | wanted to get an answer to what had happened to
Anahita's son.

Midnight Rose was a hard book to read, with aimost 600 pages to read had | hoped the story to be more
even, but it had alot of ups and down. | would have loved to have read more about Anahitaslifein India
after she left England for good and | would have gladly exchanged Rebecca's story for that. If | had not liked
Anahita so much would this book have been much harder to read.

Thanks to Bazar Férlag for the review copy!

TL says

Side note: One version of this book says 496 pages while my UK copy is 671 pages.
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“ Physical comfort--materialism, if you like--is the enemy of any serious spirituality, | think. When we're
warm and well fed, our souls can be empty and we still make it through the day. And as I've discovered
recently, it is the greatest poverty of all.”

“ My father always said that to push a rock an inch in a lifetime was the same as throwing a hundred pebbles
into the sea every day. Big change comes slowly, but it will come”

What astory...

We start off in the present day with Anahita (love that name) as she prepares to meet her extended family:
| am a hundred years old today. Not only have | managed to survive a century, but I've also seenin a new
millennium.

As dawn breaks and the sun beginsto rise over Mount Kanchenjunga beyond my window, | lie on my pillows
and smile to myself at the utter ridiculousness of the thought. If | were a piece of furniture, an elegant chair
for example, | would be labeled an antique. | would be polished, restored and proudly put on show as a thing
of beauty. Sadly that isn't the case with my human frame, which has not mellowed like a fine piece of
mahogany over its lifetime. Instead, my body has deteriorated into a sagging hessian sack containing a
collection of bones.

The story continues after (view spoiler).

The story is split between Rebecca (an american actress filming at Astbury Hall), Ari, and Anahita's story of
growing up in Indiaand living England, including the real story of what happened to her.

| had certain feelings when | came upon eventsin the story but overall it went in directions | didn't expect. It
is beautifully told... you get a keen sense of both India and England (past and present) and quickly get
attached to these people.

It was a different time back when Anahitawas little but some of the attitudes back then | still had to shake
my head at. Especially Maud Astbury... | didn't think much of her at first but as we got to know her...

Even after you learn some about why Maud is the way she is and why she thinks like that.. it doesn't excuse
her actions.

One of many things that had my blood boiling (view spoiler) Oooh, that woman!

So many secrets kept from so many people for different reasons... to some, certain things were vitally
important and unfortunately, some of those caused alot of turmoil and heartache.

Anahitawag/is a strong, resourceful, and compassionate woman. She deserved better treatment but | admired
her for picking up the pieces of her life and rising above what happened to her.

At first, Rebecca's portion and contribution to the storyline was confusing. Sheis easy to like and the filming
of the movie of the state was fun to see through her eyes but it did have me wondering from the get go. It

does pay off, so be patient :).

Ari Malik wasn't easy to like at first but he grew on me. | could sense he was a good person who needed time
to find hisway... | was glad when he decided to explore his great-grandmother's story

Anthony did seem kind but odd... hisfull story when it isrevealed, | just wanted to give him abig hug.
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That one small section in the ending with (view spoiler)
Would recommend, happy reading!

Cathy Branciforte says

This could be my favorite Lucinda Riley book.....I LOVED it! What a beautifully written story! | was drawn
in right from the start and it just kept on going. It had everything that | look for in agood read: great
characters, and a story that just wouldn't quit! It was told from various viewpoints, and it went back and forth
in time and places around the world, until the whole story was told. | won't give a synopsis of the book, but
can only say that I highly recommend this book! | was so sorry for it to end!!

Thank you to Netgalley and Atria Books for the advance copy...can't wait to share it with everyonein

March!

M?ta MNamodnUaKOTO?A0L says

Ev avapov? TN KUKAOQOP?0¢ TOL T2TapTou BIBA?0L TNG OEIp?G Twv "ET? adeA@gV" Tn¢ Lucinda
Riley, o1 ekd?0€1¢ AI?TTpO U?2¢ POV Va V7?0 BIBA?0 TNG AYOTNUAVNG CLYYPOP?WC, OPKET?
OIOOPETIK? ATT 211 HOC ?XEl auvnB?0El, HE TNV 201 A, 2UWC, SUVOUIK? KI ‘VTACN GLVAIGBNU?TLVY.
Aa BIPA?0 TIOL Pag TagIde?El AVUECO OTO TPV KAl OTO THPEAB?, TIoL cuVd?el 70 IGTOP?EC TIOV
0' "NV TP?T0 ETTAIESO YOI 2(0LV VA [NV ?X0LV K 21010 KOIV? CNE?0 ETIOE?C KAl TIOU, 2UWC, TO
TCVTPEU? TOLC YVETOI UE TP?TIO HOYIK? KOl OVEIPEUVO, THPAC?POVT?C UOC OE Lid B?ATA TIOU
Bup?Cel TEPLOO?TEPO roller coaster KAl TOV OEV LAC A@PNVEL VO TIZPOVE av?00. d BIBA?0 yid TO
OTI070 BEC VA TEIC TIOAA?, KOI TIOU TNV 2010 OTIYU?, OeV BEC va TEIG T?MOTA V' aUT?, VIO VO pUnv
KOTOOTPAPELC TN HOYE?D TIOL KOAE?TAI VO BI?0€1 0 avayw?20Tn ¢ ola?ovt?g To.

AgdOUVOUL 2T N TEPZANYN TOU OTIGOPUAAOL ENAL APKET? AVAAUTIK?, dEV Ba 70eAd va TIW
TEPICC?TEPA, VIO VA NV KIVOLVAPW VA GAC ATIOKOA AP TIPYUATO TIOL KOA? eal va T'
OVAKOAPETE pVOoI cag. Om?te, Ba oTOB? GTNV aV?ALCN 20wV UTIOPOV VA EITIWB0V, 2101 TG Td
B2woa Kal Ta Viwoa gy?. Kal, TPAYUATIK?, auT? Eal TI7pa TOAA?! Ta ouvaio82uat? pou

XTI oav K2KKIVO, Ol OK2PEIC LoV 2TPEXAV aaV TPEA?C, KOl OE K70€ V70 00U NVO dEV 2P TG
TP?MEL V' avTIdp?0w. Xap?, A?mm, ¢?Bo¢, evBoualaou?g, aywv?a, BUR?C, Eal L0 PEPLK? ATT? Td
EVTEA?C KDVTPO OLVOICHBUATO TIOL OLOBVETAL KAVE?C dAB?LoVTOC TNV IOTOP?0 AUT?, KAl KUP2WG
NV 10TOP70 TNG AVOX?TA, O XOPAKT?PAC LE TOV OTI0?0, OE TPOCWTIK? ETIAMEDO, TAUT?0TNKA
TEPIOCC?TEPO, VI?00VTAC CUUTIAVOIA KOl TPUEEP?TNTA ATIAVAVTI? TNE, AQO? ENVAL EKEN TIOL KAPBNKE
VO ONK?0€l OTIC TA?TEC TNC TO MEYOA?TEPO B7P0C 7AWV, MO KOl VO TANP?0EL TO TIO0 BAp? TUNHA. VA
T2UNMUA TIOL 200W¢ VA UNV Z1LE, AAA? TIOL OV UTIOPO?0E VA EVAVTIWOE? ATTAVAVT? TOU, O@0?

UTT?PX 0LV Ol POP?C EKENVEC TIOU N HOZP0 KOl TO KOBZKOV OTKOVTOI Ti0 duvaT? aTt? Ta 7AW PO,

"To p700 TOL HECOVUXT?0UV" €0, KUP2WCE, U0 IOTOP?0 XAPAKT?pwv. Eval pia dladpou? Tou
€0TI?LEl OTIC OUOKOA?EC TNC {W?C, O JAPOPETIK?C TEPI?D0UC KOl OUVOKEC, KAl TO TG Ol ' VOPWITOI
KOAOVTAL VO TIG AVTIHETWIT?00LV, VO aTOB0V artdavi? Toug Kal va dlEKOIK 200UV TN 670N Toug
OTOV K?00. EVval pia 10Top?0 wp?Uavong, auTowwa?0¢ Kal W?on¢. Mia 16Top?0 Tiou TpooT0e?
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VO EPUNVE?CEL T avOp?rIva 170N Kal TIC adLVAUTEC, VA EENY?20El TO OWOT? KAl TO A?00¢, TNV TIU?
KOl TO KOB?KOV, TNV QY21 Kal TO TwE TNV PIVEL KAVE?C U700 TV TIPOCWTIK A TOU ETIAOYV TIOU
MUTIOPE? VA GNUAdAPOLY X1 LV0 TOV 2010 KAl TOUG Y?pw TOL, GAA? KAl 7000¢ Ba Tov dladeXTON
OTNV TOPE? TN {W?G, a@o? 8" ATOTEAOV, ZUUECA ? UECA, TPOKTOON TOL OIKO? TOUC EAUTO?, VAV
OVTIKOTOTIPICN? TOUG OTO TI7POCHA TOU XPVOU TIOU TEPV? KOI X VETAL, OAA? O@VEL AVEETNA
onNp2la va Bu?ZouV TI KEPABNKE KAl TN X70NKE oTn dladpou? aut?.

Enal eupov?c Twog N Riley 2xel KVEL A HEA?TN €1¢ B700¢, T?00 TNC ETIOX 2 21OV TOTIBETE?TAl N
TIPEABOVTIK?C TNG 1OTOP?0C, 200 KAl TGV NOV KAl Twv €B7UwV NG IVOIK?C KOIV?TNTAC TOU T2TE.
AULT? TIPOCO?BEl VAV WU? PEAAICU? GTNV 0@ANC? TNE, TIOL UTIOPE? VO B7TEl TO ouva?00nua o€
OE?TEPN HO?PA, OAA? QUT? ENVOI U0 N ETIPVELN, VIAT?, K?TW ATT aLT, o1yop?louv ?Aa eKEVa
TO TI70N KOl Ol ETHBUUZEC TIOLU UTIOPOV VA OE KAPOUV KOl VO G€ dIOA?00UV, VO 0€ OAA?E0ULV KOl va
O€ KV0ULV VO YNV €7001 TOT? 0 2010¢. B?Bala, TO OTOIXE?0 AUT?, KVEI TNV I0TOP?0 TOU O7UEPT, TIOU
€01 0O@?0TATA EP?0KIA KO OYXPOVN, VO GAVT?LEl CUYKPITIK? A0 TIO 0dVAMN, ?X1 ETEIS? TNG
AE?MEL TO VE?PO KAL VTACT, OAA? VIAT? OTEPE?TAL K?TI OTI? TN HAYE?0 KAl TN SlAQOPETIK?TNTA TIOU,
oBavtad?pika, OLVOOE?El KPDE 1OTOP?0 ETIOX ?G, EIBIK? 2TAV AUT? ?XEl MEAETNOE?, dOUNBE? KOl
OTI0000? |UE TOV APTI?TEPO TP?TO TOUV B UTIOPO?0E.

O1 TP?1eC eKAT? 0eA?0eC TOUL PIBA?0L dev €Al EKENVEC TIOV 0 KEPO?LOLV, APO? TOU TPOKAAON
AV EKVELPICU? TIOL UTIOPE? VO OE ATIOOTI?0EL, EETEPVVTAC, 2UWG, TOV OK?TEAO OUT?, TPAdVECAI
OTNV QVAVWON JIOC LOTOP?0C TIOL ?XEL VO TIPOO@?PEL TIDAA?, KA1 TIOU AT TE? ATT? TOV AVOW?20Th
XPVO, CUYKVTPWAON KAl a@oa?war). Ay?rmoa tn Peum?ka, 82u1ca TIOAA?C op2¢ UE TOV 7p1 -aV KAl
O@E?AW VA TIIPAJEXT? TOG EAVAIL 0 XAPAKT?PAC HE TNV HEYOA?TEPN EEPAIEN, KOB?C KVEL pid
TEP?0TIO DIASPOU? KA WPLULEL EEAIPETIK? L20W AUT?C-, 2UWG N YA TN VN 0L, 2T TIPOE?TM,
TOPARVEL N AVOX?TA, 2XI KAV0 yid TO TIP?TUTIO YUVA KO KOl avBp?rmou TIou T poual 2L, OAN?
VIOT? L7000 0UT?C OTIOTUTTVETAL N EIKVA JLAG OAKANPNG ETIOX G, IOC OAPKANPNG KOUATO?POC,
@AOCOP?0C KO VOOTPOTI20C, T?00 WG TIPOC TOV TPOCIOPIOU? TNE TALT?INTAC TOL @?A0L O€ U
KOIVLV 20 AlOPOPETIK?C ATT? TO GUEP, 700 KAl W TIPOC TNV NOIK? TNV OTI0?00 AKOAOUBE?.

H ypa@? tng Riley u2¢ tag&1de?el, 2mwe K20€ op?, e TNV a@ANG? TG VA P7El oav vep?
TOIPOO?POVT?C O O A VN EIKV WY, CUVALCONU?TWY, KOI TNV EVOAAOCGOUEVN ATEIKVION VY
T PEABVTOC KI EV?C TIPVTOC TIOL 7PX0VTOAL O TIN?PN OVT?0E0N, TPOKOAVTAC LOC KOIVWVIKO?C, U
KOl E0WTEPIKO?C, TPORBANUATIONO?C KOl OKAPEIC. H dladpOop? auT? OAOKANPVETAL ' VA @IV?AE
OVATPETIIK?, OTT AUT? TIOL AOUPA dEV BA TEPAUEVE KAVE?C OE LA 10TOP?0 2Tw¢ lUT?, TIOU VAL HEV
OIKOI'VEL OPIOUVA TRAUOTA G Vav BaBu?, aAA? dev Xap?lel TNV OAOKANPWIIK?, TNV ATPAUTN
A?TPWON. 700G TO GTOIXEP0 AUT? VA EVOXA?0El K?TOI0UC, ELAA, UWC, UE K?pdIOE UE TNV
13AITEP?TNT? TOV, AVT?DETA JUE TO POUAVTIK? OTOIXE?0 TIOU €NV K?2TIWG ETIPAVEIOK?, OTO OUEPQ,
Kal ?X1 T?00 dUVAT? KAl LOOPPOTINMAA AVATILVYUVO, 700 B0 UTIOPO?0E. AV QI PP00VLE, 2UWC,
QUT? TN JUKP? AETTOU?PELA, TO BIBA?0 aUT? cyoupa TIP?TEL VA JlABaoTE?, 2XI W0 aTr? Tou fans
N¢ Riley, aAA? Kl 0Tt 2000C AYATIOV TO IOTOPIK? LLBICTOP?UATA TIOU TPAYUOTE?OVTAL TNV aY?2rm,
NV dIKA?won, TNV TI?0TH KAl TV @00 2waor, Ja Kol TNV avaK?Audn TOU ToIOI TIPAYUOTIK?
E7UQ0TE.
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Cora? Tea Party Princess says

5Words: Beautiful, breath-taking, haunting, magical, heart-breaking.

This book.

Just... This book.

It's been one hell of aride reading this. The Midnight Rose is the type of book you read slowly and devote
time to. It makes you think. The writing is so beautiful, the story so magnificently crafted, that it takes your

breath away.

| have to confess that | didn't like the beginning of this book. The first 100 pages or so are so, so different
from the rest of the book. And | hated Ari. But by the end he'd devel oped and grown and changed so much.

But then the two stories started weaving together, and things got very interesting.

Anahita. Poor Anahita. Thisis her story more than anyone else'sand | don't think I'll ever forget the story. As
much as Rebecca was my favourite character for the first half of this book, Anahitais the one who really
takes the spotlight.

Thisis adeep book, thoughtfully written and incredibly well researched. By turns it made my heart soar and
then brought tearsto my eyes. | don't think | can put into words just how amazingly beautiful this book is.
Read it. Read it and weep.

The ending was one hell of a shocker, an excellent twist. And those last pages made me cry. What aride.
What awonderful, haunting experience it was to read this book.

Huge thanks to Shaz at Shaz's Book Blog for giving me the opportunity to read The Midnight Rose and for
introducing me to Lucinda Riley.

Teresa says

A 3.5 star read for me.

Sometimes | need a good dollop of escapism in my reading material, especially during the dreary Winter
months when sunshine isin short supply. Fortunately | had The Midnight Rose, Lucinda Riley’s latest novel,
to keep me entertained when the Christmas festivities had fizzled out.

Thisisthe story of Anni (Anahita) Chavan, atale which spans four generations and two continents. As Anni
celebrates her 100th birthday in Darjeeling, India, surrounded by her extended family, she decides to entrust
her great-grandson, Ari, with the task of uncovering long buried family secrets — secrets which will lead him
to Astbury Hall and the staid world of the English aristocracy.

Asthe novel progresses, we see the vivid colours of India at the height of the Raj; awarm, vibrant setting
which contrasts sharply with the cold, reserved atmosphere which awaits Anni when she comes to England.
The characters are larger than life, particularly the strong women in the shape of Anni and her nemesis, Lady
Maud Astbury.
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The Midnight Rose is a thoroughly entertaining read which will appeal to those who enjoy historical sagasin
the style of Barbara Taylor Bradford and Lesley Pearse and perhaps fans of Downton Abbey. Yes, thereare a
few predictable el ements but there' s no doubt Ms Riley can spin a good yarn to keep her readers captivated.

- See more at: http://www.lovelytreez.com/?p=786#sth...

Zorana says

Sjajnaknjiga, uzivala sam u njoj od prve do poslednje strane. Divna prica, sjgjni likovi, lep stil i cestitke na
vrlo lepom prevodu.

Cleo Bannister says

I’m abig fan of fiction written against a well-researched historical background and this 688 page novel
deliversthetale of young Indian Anahita Chevran which weaves between her homeland and England where
sheistrapped at the beginning of World War I. During her time in England she spent time at Astbury Hall as
the companion to Princess Indira. Lady Maud Astbury makes it quite clear that poor Anahitaisan
unwelcome addition to the household but with few options as an orphan, it is clear that she has to endure her
time spent in this remote stately home.

In the present day Rebecca Bradley is an actress filming a period drama set in the 1920's at Astbury Hall, in
Dartmoor. Rebeccais eager to escape the pressinterest about her private life and so the trip to England is the
perfect solution. Thereis a surprise in store when she becomes friendly with the resident Lord Astbury who
isamazed at her likeness to his Grandmother Violet.

| can only admire Lucinda Riley’s story-telling as alarge part of this story not only demanded that the
historical details felt authentic, but also that the tale of Anahita'slifein Indiafelt equally genuine and on
both counts she succeeded. Although romantic attachments are key to the lives of a number of the characters
thereisaso adark mystery to be uncovered.

For me the power of adual time-line novel depends on the past and the present being equally believable and
although for me understanding what the truth was of Anahita’ slife was what kept me reading the tie-in to the
present day story was integral to the whole tale, one could simply not have existed without the other.

The pacing of this story is masterfully done, after all thisisalong book yet one that | immersed myself in as
letters, diaries and long-held family secrets were slowly uncovered. The central character in thisbook is
Anahitaand her character was well fleshed out although what stopped me awarding this book five starsis
although there were other engaging characters including Princess Indiraand Mrs Trevathan | did find afew
of them quite wishy-washy but this wasn’t enough to spoil what is an epic story which beautifully contrasts
different cultures, different times all wrapped up with atale set perfectly within its time period.

| received afree copy of this book from the publishers Atria Books in return for my honest review.

Joanne D'Arcy says
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Be prepared to pick up this book and be transported not just to another time and place but another continent
aswell.

Lucinda Riley is askilful writer when it comes to the dual narrative, she doesit so well, that it seems that the
two stories set some hundred years apart in this novel bear no relation to each other. But of course they do as
they the story weaves from 1911 to the present, and evokes many emotions through the characters and shows
class, tradition, love and war in many forms.

In the present day we meet Rebecca Bradley, an American film actress, who has the world at her feet and has
the world press there to watching her every move. She flies to London to take part in a period dramafilm,
and ends up at Astbury Hall, Dartmoor, Devon playing ayoung girl in the 1920s. It isafar cry from the life
she leads and she uses the fact that she can escape into a past life through her character to actually escape
from the person sheis or is at least becoming. The press cannot reach her there and neither can her famous
actor boyfriend. Rebecca has time to breathe freely.

Halfway round the world Ari Malik is struggling to come to terms with hislife, he has neglected his personal
life for the sake of his business and career. However it is not fulfilling and when the death of his great-
grandmother, leaves him a quest he now has the means to escape and discover something about her past and
his future. Ari is unsure why him of all her descendants was chosen. Perhaps the journey to Astbury Hall will
answer everything?

Itis Ari's great grandmother who we get to know in the past narrative to this story, in fact it is her who tells it
to us. Anahita Chaval is nobility in terms of Indian culture, but the death of her father means that she is some
what impoverished. We are transported to the heyday of the British Rgj, Riley has brought to the page and let
it jump out and envel ope us; the smells, the sounds, the sights and the warmth of India where we can glimpse
alife of Indian Royalty.

It isinto royalty that Anahita becomes a companion to Princess Indira, arather spoilt brat of a girl who sulks
until she gets her own way. However, Anahita somehow seems to be the calming influence and they forge a
lifelong friendship that takes them through their daysin Indiaand also to England when they are both sent to
school. Anahitathrives at school, whilst Indira knows her destiny and just treatsit al as some socia whirl.
When they are despatched to Astbury Hall one summer, because war is looming they find their lives change
very much.

Astbury Hall isthetie that binds the present day with the past, it iswhere Ari, Anahita and Rebecca are all
drawn to. It does not give up its secrets easily and it is fiercely protected by Mrs Trevathan the housekeeper
who only attends to the present day Lord Astbury.

Ari learns the truth about this house and Anahitasrole in it with patience and insight.

Rebecca learns that ghosts can perhaps never be laid to rest and that they manifest themselvesin some
startling ways.

Anahitalearnsto love deeply and honestly, without regard for social class, status, money and colour of skin.

Asreaderswe finally learn how all of this comes together, how each part of the story fits with the other parts.
There were times when | could predict what was going to happen, but they were few and far between which
iswhy | had to keep on reading. | was saddened that the book had to end at some point as | wanted more, but
it wasright it did end.

Lucinda Riley has |eft alegacy with this book. Her passion isin thisbook, it did not feel like aformulaic
novel with adual narrative. Riley has given us the colours of India, rich, bright and vibrant, to the classic
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English house and countryside. The difference between cultures just not in the present day; the american
actress versus the fading English aristocracy but in the past where; the poor Indian girl versustherich
moneyed American girl. The characters get right under your skin, you care about them, you want to see
happiness but you also want justice. Good must overcome prejudice and ultimately over evil actionsto.

Thisis an absorbing read and with nearly 700 pages to get through you will be drawn in. An excellent read.

Cassandra says

Ich habe keine Ahnung, warum mich gerade dieses Buch angesprochen hat. Irgendwie war mir danach und
obwohl ich zunéchst skeptisch war, weil ich solche Blicher eigentlich nicht lese, war ich letztlich begeistert!
Meisterhaft wurden hier verschiedene Zeiten miteinander verwoben. Sonst habe ich meist das Geftihl, dass
ich immer wieder aus der Geschichte gerissen werde, wenn es Riickblenden gibt - Hier wurde jedoch die
Geschichte trotzdem weiter erzahlt. Die Charaktere sind mir so ans Herz gewachsen, dass mich ihr Schicksal
wirklich berUhrte und ich Tranen in den Augen hatte. Die Sprache der Autorin 6ffnete TUr und Tor, zu der
von ihr erschaffenen Welt und so liefd ich mich entfihren in indische Paldste und auf einen britischen
Landsitz.
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