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Providing a collection of some of the most provocative and influential writings of film theory in the past
thirty years, this anthology aims to provide a polylogue among theorists, deprovincializing the subject. Film
Theory multiplies the perspectives and positions, the situations and locations, from which film theory is
spoken.
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Tim says

I picked this book up at the campus library because I've recently become quite interested in silent cinema and
this book has several brief sections on it, including a quick summary of the theories of folks like Jean Epstein
and Sergei Eisenstein. I thought these sections were decent if somewhat sketchy, personally I would have
liked to see more focus here but I guess brevity was necessary in order for Stam to cover an entire century of
theory.

The other thing I found appealing about this book was the inclusion of some of the theories of Mikhail
Bakhtin, my favorite literary critic. The discussion of Bakhtin was somewhat unfocused, however, and I was
never sure exactly how his ideas were being applied. Still, Bakhtin is perhaps the most quoted theorist here
so Stam inevitably managed to include some sections on him that I found satisfying.

Anyway, I found myself skimming over the post-silent sections of the book and only reading long passages
when Stam hit on an area that I was particularly interested in. This seemed to happen less frequently as time
went on, which I think is probably more due to my lack of interest in certain theories (I have little use for
Structuralism or its related theories in literature or film, for instance) than any problems inherent in Stam's
work.

Overall, this offers a decent introduction to a diverse field. This could surely help someone ease into a less
general work on film theory, depending on the interests of the individual. Unlike some other reviewers, I was
glad that Stam offered summaries of the work of many theorists rather than extensive excerpts from a few in
this introduction.

Fateme Beygi says

??? ??? ? ????? ?? ?? ??? ???? ?? ??? ???? ??? ???. ??? ?? ??? ?? ??????? ???? ???? ??? ?? ???? ???? ?? ????
??? ????? ??? ?? ?????? ?? ????? ?? ???? ?? ??? ????? ??? ??? ??? ???? ?? ??? ?? ???? ??? ????? ?? ?? ???
???? ??? ???? ???? ???? ? ?? ??? ??? ???? ??? ???? ?? ???? ?????? ????? ??? ? ??????? ???? ?? ?? ???? ? ????
?? ???? ???? ??? ??? ???? ????? ??? ???? ????? ???? ?? ??? ????? ????? ????? ??? ????.

????? ???? ?? ??? ????? ??? ?????? ???? ??????? ????? ?? ?? ??????? ? ????? ??? ??????? ??? ?? ?? ??? ?? ??
?? ??? ???? ?????? ?? ??(????? ??? ???? ????? ??? ????? ???? ?? ????? ????? ????? ??? ?????) ? ?? ?? ??????
???? ?? ?? ?? ?????? ??? ??? ? ???? ??? ?? ???? ????? ?? ???? ???? ???.

Amanda says

At times Stam's summaries of other people's critical stances and theories was helpful (especially when so
often you have to read confusing translations of the originals) but usually I would have preferred just an
anthology of theory and the original articles rather than Stam's interpretations and opinions.
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Unathi Ngada says

Great book!

Asl? Can says

Çok geni? kapsaml?, dönemin felsefi ve politik e?ilimleri ile sinema aras?ndaki ba?lara a??rl?k veren bir
yerden ele al?yor. Ayn? zamanda felsefe tarihi okumu? oluyorsunuz yani. Bence gayet faydal? ve zevkli.

Bob Gray says

Robert Stam escribió este ensayo de forma tan críptica por dos razones: porque en su infancia y juventud no
tuvo amig@s, y porque ahora tampoco tiene. El dato: se cita muchas veces a sí mismo en tercera persona.


