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Dax Jamison is atroubled teen from the wrong side of the tracks. In foster care since he was just aboy, he's
been bounced from home to home until he finally winds up in Darling, California. It’ s there that things start
to change for the better. When Trisha Wagner, one of the rich kids, sticks up for Dax, he can’'t believe his
luck. Dax has a chance to make something of himself—to rise above his unfortunate circumstances--but his
cards may fall in a different direction. He loves Trish, but she seems destined for the kind of life Dax doesn’t
fit into. What is Dax’ s destiny? This prequel to best selling MC romance novel, Satin and Steel, reveals how
atough kid who needs afamily ends up becoming the vice president of one of the strongest motorcycle clubs
on the west coast—The Phantoms.

This coming of age romance novella contains elements of abuse, first time sex, and violence. Not
recommended for children under the age of 18.

Jayna Vixen is an Amazon Bestselling Author. Let yourself be lured in...
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Christine Wallflower & Dark Romance Junkie says

5 Stars!!!

What a great introduction to aseriesand | got it for free on Amazon!! | even got alittle teaser for the first
book in the series! | got to really diveinto Dax's head, it was like watching an alphain the making. | loved it
and | just know that Satin and Steel is gonna be great!!!

| really enjoyed reading about Dax's early life, how innocent he was. And then how he slowly becomes this
confident man. He grew up hard, never knowing a mother's love. But when he meets the president of The
Phantom'sits like he's come home.

A lot of usgot stuck with a shitty set of cards. That don't mean you lay down and takeit. It meansyou
stand up stronger.

Helearns alot from Crow who is almost like afather figure to him. Crow understands him because he knows
where he comes from. Crow teaches Dax about family, he and his crew become Dax's family.

I havelearned that blood doesn't make family. Maybe beingin a club isin my blood and maybe I'll
never know.

This story is all about how Dax becomes the man heis. It's a sneak peak into the mind of ayoung boy who
will become a strong and confident alphamale.

I am making myself a solid promise, to create my own code of honor and live by it asbest | can, like
Crow did. No bird fliesa straight line, but I'velanded here, and hereiswherel'm gonna stay. I'm
gonnalivethisliferight.

Naksed says

A solid prologue to a gritty, intense, and entertaining biker romantic suspense series, Earning the Cut, by
Jayna Vixen, is anovellathat introduces the main character, Dax, a troubled kid who goes on to join a biker
club. The author manages to convey in an achingly beautiful way the damaged childhood and the first love
(and heartbreak) that will define Dax's character in the ongoing series. It could have been trite, the same old
Alpha hero with atortured past but it wasn't. Even if you don't end up reading the series, it reads very well as
a stand-alone novella.
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Pam says

4 stars

"No bird fliesa straight line, but I’ ve landed here, and hereiswhere I’m gonna stay. I'm
gonna live thisliferight. Never forget wherel camefrom. That’sall | can do. That’' s what
earning this cut meansto me.

| found a new boyfriend, his nameis Dax! | know he's only 17 in this book, but it was the perfect intro to the
Riding the Lines Series. We got to see al the shit he had to deal with, to make him the man he is today;
proudly earning him his cut as a member of the Phantoms, his new and only family.

Dax turned out to be ayummy alphawho has proven to be alover and afighter. Can't believe he got me all
worked up even with his fade to black scenes ... Totally going to jump in and read the rest.

Paganalexandria says

This areally short Matorcycle Club novella a prequel to the Riding the Line series. It's basically outlines the
life struggles of Dax as an adolescent. There is romance in this but it's secondary to grit of thistale. | am very
interested in delving more into this series.

Emma Edwar ds says

This book isthe prequel for the series Riding the line ,,,, | really enjoyed thisnovella,,, thisis Dax's story ,,,
whereit all began for him

He has been dedlt such abad at the start of hislife

Scared both inside and out taken away from his abusive home and jumping from different foster homes,,,
never feeling a sense of belonging and feeling like an outcast ,,,,

Until Trish ,,,

She comesinto hislife,,, and for the first time he has someone that cares for him ,,, and he cares for her too

BUT they are from different worlds and neither want to give up on the other but at the sometime knowing
that they eventually may have to

Dax wants afamily but has never had that,,, but that all changes with a chance meeting with abald cat ,,, life
changes for Dax and he now belongs somewhere

Asever lifeis never simple and agut feeling that has plagued Dax for so long finally becomes reality when
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he wakes from his sleep one night ,,, life takesaturn ,,,

Chappy says

| quite enjoyed this short intro into Dax's story.

We get to learn how he meets and falls in love with Trish and how he becomes part of the Phantoms M C.

Georgia [1believeswe should all have HEA!! D says

OHHH...so Sons of Anarchy feel!!

Angie says

Motorcycle club romanceis agenre that I'm just getting into and had some definite hits and misses with.
Earning the Cut sounded like it would be an interesting read, since it shows how Dax got into the MC in the
first place and probably what drove the love interests apart before they're reunited in the main series. Well,
what | got was a story that was super awkward to read because the tone simply doesn't match what was
happening on the page. It aso read more like explicit Y oung Adult for the most part rather than New Adullt,
which isaso abit awkward.

The main problem with Earning the Cut was that the voice sounds super young. This may have to do with the
first chapter being about Dax when he was just six years old, and then just continuing with a similar tone.
Most of it takes place when he's seventeen, but it never sounded like it was New Adult or even Y oung Adult.
It just felt young, ailmost like a Middle Grade book about teenagers (complete with an animal rescue that
makes all of Dax's dreams come true!), with sex and swearing. Like | said, awkward. The dialogue also

didn't feel authentic; more like what an adult thinks teenagers sound like.

Earning the Cut was just weird. It probably would have worked out better if it had been from Dax's first
person POV rather than third person. Or maybe, it would have been worse, since hisinner dialogues were off
too. | like the idea of seeing how someone joinsaMC, and | liked how Dax and Trish parted, but this
introduction doesn't make me want to keep reading even though I have the next book.

Read more of my reviews at Pinkindle Reads & Reviews.

Tracey Cramer-Kéelly says

| enjoyed this story about how a young man became a biker gang member. From abused boy to foster teen,
falling in love with agirl his polar opposite, discovering sex... to betrayal and finding a“family” in the biker

gang.
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I haven't seen much Sons of Anarchy so | can’t make a comparison there, but | will say the characters were
somewhat stereotypical. The conversations felt stilted, which might have been intentional. The interactions
between the characters were stiff and not always believable. Some interactions that could have been really
interesting were quickly glossed over.

The description clearly statesit’s a prequel to a series, but | was still surprised to find the story was over at
79%. The rest of the document was a chapter in the series and an unrelated story. Maybe alittle too

obvious/too much promo.

I’m abiker chick myself, so | like the topic/theme. Can't say that I'd read it otherwise, though.

Elaine says

Dax started out with areally shitty childhood and then has the girl all the boys in the school dream about
coming to his defense. Trish isthe girl with the plans to become a doctor, and from afamily on the hill. Dax
is not the boy her father wants her to be with. But these two fall in love anyway. Trish makes Dax become a
better person, but he finds something wanting out anyway from his past. The MC from his father. He has lost
his girl and turnsto the MC afterall. When the girls comes back what will happen? Will she stay or will he
walk away or will they both walk away? Y oung love is an amazing thing.

Thisisareally good book. Very touching and very well written. | will have to pick up the next book.

Onyx_Hikari says

"No bird flies astraight line, but |'ve landed here, and hereis where I'm gonna stay. I'm gonna live thislife
right. Never forget where | came from. That's all | can do. That's what earning this cut means..." - Dax
Earning the Cut

If you have read Satin and Steel, it may have crossed your mind on the how's and why'sin Dax's life. Well
this novellawill helpfully help you understand the beautifully conflicted hot alpha male and the way his
mind somewhat works. For those who had issues with Satin and Steel being closely influenced by SoA (Sons
of Anarchy), hopefully this novellawill put it in adifferent light. While the beginning isatad slow, it is
worth the whole read to get to the end. The story istold entirely from Dax's point of view.

From the beginning | have to say that it's alittle Sow. There is areason for this, and the reason is important.
The beginning is told from a small child's point of view. Keeping thisin mind isimportant because when you
are small, descriptive abilities and words are very limited. Dax's childhood isn't anything less than
heartbreaking. To see what he went through is hard to take, especially if you are a mother. There were times

| wanted to reach through the book and jack slap his mother.

Aswe move onto his teenage years and see how he views the world after growing up in the system. We also
see how hislove for Trish started and how it tentatively ended. Also while | disliked Trishin SS| haveto
say it may have helped my opinion of her, but didn't totally alleviate the irritation | have with her for both her
assumptions and expectations of Dax. You will either love or hate the relationship, but it is the type of young
love that is almost destined for the end it received. | have to say that this seriously evoked some emotion
from me, as| couldn't agree with the decisions made by Trish in the end, although | understood the reasons
behind it.
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When Dax joined the Phantoms and the feelings and longing behind it was interesting and touching. The way
he earned his cut was pure heartbreak. It's hard to describe the interactions without giving to much away, as
it iswith most of thisbook. Again | will state that thisisworth the read. It will separate in your mind SoA
and SS. The relationships in Dax's personal life are so different than those in SoA, it's like apples and
oranges. All inal it'sagood standalone read that will compel you to read Satin and Steel if you haven't
aready. After reading it, | reread SSjust because it evoked that emotion in me. Y ou can see where Dax
would be conflicted about what his place is due to his upbringing, but that's in the next story (and why you
should get it).

Allin all I givethis novella 4.5 bookmarks. Read it, you'll loveit.

*| was given an ARC for an honest and true review. But | bought it too. ;)*

Emily Eck says

Thiswasreally good for as short asit was. Actually better than Satin and Steel. | am anxious to see what
book two has to offer. | love Dax so much more now. Maybe | wish | would have read this first.

Luci O says

| got thisoneto try, so | could see if the author worked for me. It was interesting, well written, and I'm sure
that it'd be great to have that background story for reading Satin & Stedl, | just don't know if | can bring
myself to doit.

I know it's based around SOA, and | love that show, so | don't know if | can read something that resemblesit
too closely.... | just don't know!!!

I'm torn, because | know that it's supposed to be different enough, and | really did enjoy Earning the Cut.
Maybeit'll just be one of those onesthat | have to work myself up to reading.

But if you want to try out Jayna Vixen's writing, this aa quick, enjoyable read to give you a chanceto see
what's going on!

Jennifer Guffey says

Earning the Cut (Riding the Line #0.5)
By: JaynaVixen
5/5 stars

Thisisthe prequel novellato Satin & Steel (Riding the Line #1). It istold from Dax’s point of view and is
his history of childhood, adolescence and how he came to be a prospect and later a patched brother of the
Phantoms MC.

Dax Jamison grew up an unwanted child. First neglected by his mother and abused by her and the men in her
life, until he was taken away and then was bounced from foster home to foster home. Dealing with the
abusive foster homes and manipulative foster parents sharpened an edge that Dax had to him.
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No one cared about him or stood up for him. He was used to being on his own, alone in the world. Finally
placed in agood foster home, he was still wary of when his time would be up, he never felt fully at home
with the Bodeckers. Dax never opened up, to anyone or anything.

Trish Wagner changed some things for Dax. He actually started to do things differently and Trish was the
cause of the good change in him. However, her parents being from old money, super-strict and her college
plans of becoming a doctor set them at odds in their future plans.

Asmuch asthisis Dax’s back story, itisaso of afirst love & first heartbreak. All the things that shaped Dax
into the man heistoday.

The only thing | found somewhat annoying was al the “instinctively” and it gets alittle tiresome to
continually read it aswell. Dax isjust an instinctive man evidently.

Since I’ ve seen some reviews complain about this being SOA fan fiction, | thought | would add this
acknowledgment. In the author’ s acknowledgements, she does say that the Riding the Line seriesis|oosely
inspired by the hit TV show Sons of Anarchy and also thanks the show’ s creator & director Kurt Sutter and
the cast & crew of SOA who inspired her to write this series.

Samantha Kurtz of Sammy's Book Obsession says

5 Stars From Sammy's Book Obsession!

TITLE~ Earning the Cut (Riding The Line 0.5)

Satin and Steel (Riding The Line #1)

Leather and Sand (Riding The Line #2)

AUTHOR~ Jayna Vixen

GENRE~ Contemporary Romance/Erotica/Bikers

DATE PUB.~ April 6, 2013/October 2012/September 1, 2013
PURCHASED~ Amazon

MY RATING~ 5 on each

MY THOUGHTS~

| chose to purchase and read this series because | absolutely love biker romance! | liked the idea of a prequel
that was out by thetime | started the series so | could read it first.

| chose to review this as a series review rather than three individual reviews, because | read the entire series
straight through. All the books flowed very well together and transitioned from one to the next very
smoothly. I'm not sure it would do the individual books justiceif | attempted to review them separately at
this point. Had | been able to put them down in between books rather than jump right into the next, separate
reviews may have been apossibility! Kudos to Jayna Vixen for drawing me in and hooking me all the way
through to the end!

| thoroughly enjoyed this series from the prequel al the way through to the end of book two. It was
captivating. The story line was unique in itself rather than the same old tired romance. | think that's part of
what draws me to biker "romance". This author has a gift for creating unique situations.

I have nothing negative or even critical to add to thisreview. | was extremely impressed with this series. |
can't wait for more!
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