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become strange and unfamiliar terrain, a medium for transformation. In “Fundamental Laws of Nature,” a
doctor considers her legacy, both good and bad, when she discovers that her mother has been reincarnated as
a thoroughbred mare. In the title story, a mischievous angel chronicles the remarkable life of a girl just
beyond death’s reach.In Scheer’s hands, empathy and attachment are illuminated by the absurdity of life.
When our bodies betray us, when we begin to feel our minds slip, how much can we embrace without going
insane? How much can we detach ourselves before losing our humanity? Scheer’s stories grapple with these
questions in each throbbing, choking, heartbreaking moment.
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Mandi says

Let's just say I was flummoxed by this one.

Full review:

http://theinsomniacbibliophile.blogsp...

Ptreick says

I received an advance copy of this book from the publisher in exchange for an honest review.

I confess that while I love reading short stories, reading short story collections is rarely my thing. By the time
I make it halfway through, I’ve pretty much lost steam –like I’ve gone on a short story binge and need a
decent purge (say, a novel). There are other annoyances for me – such as an imbalance of quality, where a
few stories leave me nearly breathless and others leave me wondering what accident of fate allowed all of
these stories to be included in a single collection?

The stories in Incendiary Girls are weird—which is not meant as a pejorative. They are, in short, “medically
weird”. A cadaver follows a med student home, until the student eventually learns his secret. An
“intersexual” learns he is pregnant and demands an abortion. The body parts of a soldier away at war being
to appear in his wife’s home. Some of the stories seem less “medically weird” and therefore out of place in
this collection, although the writing is still strong. I’m referring in particularly to the first two stories and the
final (title) story “Incendiary Girls,” which, if I bumped into in a literary magazine, I’d probably gulp down.
Here, they serve as bookends to an unrelated collection of stories in the middle. However, these middle
stories worked extremely well, with repeated images, subjects, etc., functioning as a sort of glue to tie them
together.

Incendiary Girls has moments of sheer, brilliance--horror in “Miss Universe” and heartbreak in “Modern
Medicine” and love and acceptance in “Primal Son”—in short, moments where style and substance marry
extremely well. What was interesting to me—and unsettling, as well—was the way characters reacted to the
abnormal events in their lives—giving birth to a primate, for example, or realizing a boyfriend has turned
into a camel. Mostly, the characters were disturbed by a change in circumstance, but not horrified or
incapable of action. It was as if they were saying, “Oh, well. Now I’ll have to make the best of this
situation.” At times this was convincingly eerie.

I look forward to other works by Ms. Scheer.
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Wendi says

When writing about a collection of short stories, the brain always wants to stitch connecting themes together.
There are multiple references to childbirth, the medical profession, and military service in Scheer's odd and
wonderful collection of short stories.

But there's also extreme magical realism, much lesser magical realism, some bits that could be considered
magical realism but also just be considered strange-ish real life - no magical realism needed - and some
fewer bits of flat out fantasy.

I adore magical realism but there's always a broad gray area, of which Scheer manages to cover every bit,
where this tactic can vary wildly. When the majority of the narrative is much more towards the
fantasy/supernatural side of things, I have a tendency to like it less overall; this is because I prefer the
magical realism over the fantasy. I much prefer stories where it's much more like real life with some magical
realism bordering the edges or, especially, when the descriptions could even just be considered a sparkly
edge to a grounded real-life environment. In most of the stories here, Scheer manages this balance perfectly.

All of the stories center around women. A woman concretely believes that the mare her daughter trains with
is her own mother, reincarnated. Funny that the mare should show up in their lives just when she's been
diagnosed with cancer, from which her mother died. The title story feels, on the whole, extremely real life
and gritty involving a girl who may or may not live through a genocide... except that her biography is told
from the perspective of Death. A medical student is also her mother's caretaker; adding to the burden is the
corpse she is dissecting following her home every night. A young woman jokes with her Arab boyfriend that,
to relieve his anxiety about the war, they should get a pet camel. The next morning, a camel shows up in
their apartment but the boyfriend is nowhere to be found.

My descriptions of these stories betray the grimness of some, but fail to relate the depth and richness of
others. I hear of authors out there who write strange and wondrous stories and I'm often attracted to these
recommendations. Unfortunately, although I frequently like some of the stories in collections, it's rare that I
just love almost all of them. I do, with this collection. I bought this book when it first came out about 18
months ago. Because it took me a while to get to it, I began hoping, about halfway through, that she had a
new book on the horizon. I don't see any evidence of this yet but Scheer is definitely going on my list of to-
automatically-buy.

guiltlessreader says

What an amazing collection of short stories -- how our bodies betray us in illness and cancer, and of the
travails of the human body. Read the full review on my blog Guiltless Reading

Reeka (BoundbyWords) says

I'm not exactly sure if she meant it to be, but if any inspiration from Kafka was used to craft the narratives in
this book, it was definitely felt. It's difficult to review a book steeped in magic realism, as it usually lends to
such an ambiguous tone, and ambiguity is not one of my favourite literary devices. I sometimes hate being
left to my own imagination, as insane as that sounds, coming from an avid reader. Kodi Scheer was
successful in her efforts to mix reality with surreality, but I wasn't blown away by every story in Incendiary
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Girls.

If I had to pick, my favourite was probably one of the shortest: Miss Universe. A tale in which one of the
contestants was, quite grotesquely, torn limb from limb. It was a literal translation of the jealousy, and
competitive madness, that is felt by the people participating in such an event. Incendiary Girls was like an
acid trip of literary proportions. It was like handing a pen to the raw, human brain, and then asking it to draw
pictures. It's not often we are allowed to drop our filters, and think true thoughts, or act on impulses that lurk
just beneath the surface, so close. Kodi Scheer's writing was engaging, and thought-provoking, even if those
thoughts sometimes veered into very weird territory. It was truth, cloaked in some fantastical notions, and
bouts of magic. 

Incendiary Girls was definitely one of the most strange, but invoking, narratives I've read thus far. If you're
in the mood for something very different, you'll want to be picking this one up.

Recommended for fans of: Jose Saramago, Magic Realism, Short Stories.

Becky says

This is a bizarre collection of pieces to be sure. My usual approach to any short story collection is to read
straight through in order, just as I would chapters in a novel. This time, though, I mixed it up a bit. We have
company in this week so shorts were definitely the perfect read but with time in mind I skipped around and
read out of order. And so the story "Miss Universe" was one of the first I read rather than the third in order.
This is a brutal little tale about Miss Universe competitors literally tearing apart the competition! I was
surprised when I read it, but as I progressed further through the collection I realized it was indeed a perfect
fit.

Other stories include "Transplant" where a woman adopts a new religion in the hopes that her prayers will be
answered. "Fundamental Laws of Nature" finds a woman facing the same potential death sentence that took
her mother but she finds solace in imagining that her daughter's horse is in fact her reincarnation (the dead
mother's, that is). In "No Monsters Here" a woman whose husband is off fighting in Afghanistan begins
finding pieces of him throughout her home and begins to fear the worst. "Salt of the Earth" was probably my
favorite story in the bunch. In this tale a town is plagued by a love virus!

With Incendiary Tales I think Scheer has proven that she is a wonderful talent! Each of the stories is rich in
emotion. They're quirky and a bit dark - depending on how you approach some of them - but they're also the
kind of stories that grab hold of you from their first lines. I definitely recommend the collection not only to
readers who enjoy a bit of an odd twist in their reading, but to readers who like to mull over and ponder the
deeper meanings in stories that obviously deal with loss, fear, and love.

Holli says

Very unusual & weird

This is a collection of short stories. Some were worth reading but the majority were too "out there" for my
taste. I also dislike profanity so some were too crass for me. I wouldn't waste my time on this book.
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Bonnie says

This review was originally published to Bookish Ardour

I have two devices, a Kindle and Sony eReader, for reading. I had originally planned to read Incendiary Girls
after a novel waiting on my eReader. Except, I had a trip into the city and forgot my eReader. Instead I
brought my Kindle along and realised far too late that it was the wrong device.

So what to do? My city trip involved lounging around waiting on the grounds of Sydney Uni. Incendiary
Girls is a collection of short stories. I decided I could always switch back to the original proposed read in-
between some of the stories and then continue on with Incendiary Girls at a later date.

Well, didn’t my plans fall through? I read almost half of Incendiary Girls within the space of time I was
waiting and probably would have finished it the same day if I hadn’t of had a full schedule. I found myself
wanting to keep picking it up when I was forced to put it down. I find myself wanting to pick it up now and
I’ve finished reading it.

I’m sure I’ve stated time and time again, on BA, that I love short stories. They’re a break from full length
novels and a great way to sample an author’s work when you haven’t read it before. Incendiary Girls is a
great collection of darkly humorous, thought-provoking, and ultimately bittersweet stories.

On several different occasions I found my heart aching with sadness for the characters, but then was
rewarded with moments of revelations when characters found a kernel of hope and understanding. Incendiary
Girls is a commentary on life and human nature delivered via way of quirky bundles that don’t come across
as either cliched or preposterous. The mother being reincarnated as a horse, so as seen by her daughter, for
example was something I found completely acceptable and especially in the face of the protagonists recent
discovery.

Unusual? Yes. Jarring? Definitely not. Every story was written with smoothness and depth. Each character
was fleshed out thoroughly and every conclusion suited each situation. I found it difficult to switch off after
finishing Incendiary Girls. I couldn’t stop pondering each of the character’s experiences and what could
possibly have happened to them next.

I’m glad Incendiary Girls was a novel I accidentally read ahead of my schedule and was able to read the
majority of it while lounging around on a lawn. The stories within gave me food for thought, kept me
engaged, and inspired me to write. This short story collection is one that will be going on my re-reading
shelf.

Marvin says

Collection of stories largely centered on women. Lot of medical situations/settings--doctors, nurses,
hospitals, conditions, etc. Interesting, but stories tend to run a little long and sometimes feel repetitious, taken
as a whole, due to sameness of subject matter and the occasional reliance on the dream/druggy revelatory
device.
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Stephanie Beardslee says

Pretty good but seemed to be lacking something. Kind of different.

Zoe Brooks says

Kodi Scheer combines her medical training and understanding with magic realism to form an original
collection of short stories.

In Fundamental Laws of Nature - a woman doctor and cancer sufferer believes her daughter's horse is the
reincarnation of her mother.

Transplant - a story about a woman with a transplanted heart who becomes a convert to Islam; this is about a
woman searching for hope.

Miss Universe - the contestants turn violently on Miss Afghanistan.

Gross Anatomy - a medical student is visited by the cadaver she is dissecting.

When a Camel Breaks Your Heart opens with the line: Your lover hasn't always been a camel. Yesterday
Mahir was human. But this isn't a simple surreal story, it is a sad painful portrait of a cross-cultural
relationship.

No Monsters Here - a wife and mother with OCD starts finding body parts hidden in her home. These belong
to her doctor husband who is on duty in Iraq.

Salt of the Earth - an account of an outbreak of a love virus in a small town.

Modern Medicine - a nurse in a burns unit tries to cope with the trauma of her work by abusing drugs.

Primal Son - how do a couple cope when their much wanted baby is born an ape?

Ex-Utero - a medical student's experience on the ward.

Incendiary Girls - an account by an angel of death of a young woman's experience of the Armenian
Genocide. A shocking account of a terrible and forgotten event in twentieth century history.

The author's medical insight is important to these short stories, not just in terms of her choice of subject
matter but also in how she sees and portrays the world. In addition, in Transplant, Miss Universe, When a
Camel Breaks Your Heart, No Monsters Here and Incendiary Girls there is a focus on war, genocide and
intercultural relations.

A fascinating collection.

I received this book from the publisher via Netgalley in return for a fair review.

This review first appeared on the Magic Realism Books Blog http://magic-realism-books.blogspot.c...
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Rebecca says

This excellent collection of short stories by debut author Kodi Scheer is one of the most memorable books
I've read in a long time. Though the tales concern themselves with many different types of people--
overworked medical students, young parents, lovers from different backgrounds, transplant patients, pageant
hopefuls, military wives--they are drawn together by sharply observed moments of pathos and humor.
Scheer's protagonists face real and familiar problems but do so through the lens of the fantastic: one woman,
afraid she is losing her elderly mother, is haunted by a cadaver she is dissecting in class. Another discovers
that her partner has become a camel.

This collection explores the fears and wonders of our inner lives by presenting us with conflicts of the
physical body, and does so in such fresh and unexpected language that I found myself unable to put the book
down. The stories are humane without falling into easy sentiment, and because of this complexity (as well as
the fact that the author spends no time indulging in wasted words) the emotional highs and lows of each
work ring true. I highly recommend this collection to other readers and look forward to Scheer's next
publication.

Andrea says

Wow. This book packs more of a wallop than a punch! Here are my top five reasons why you should read
this short story collection even if it's the only one you read in 2014!

1) Scheer's prose is of the variety that reminds you of the power of good literature. Her images leap off the
page. Her wry, understated description of emotions will cut you deeply.

2) Her stories are truly one-of-a-kind. Where else are you going to find a collection that includes a love virus,
a pregnant man, the Armenian genocide, animal transformations, and Western medicine at both its finest and
worst moments?

3) Along with the darkness and the critique of human behavior, there is a wicked sense of humor running
throughout these stories that will make you laugh out loud.

4) Scheer’s use of point of view is innovative. In “Miss Universe” and “Salt of the Earth,” she makes great
use of the collective first person or “we” narrator, and in “When a Camel Breaks Your Heart,” she nails the
second person “you” narrator. “Incendiary Girls” is told from the point of view of an angel of death.

5) Her female characters are empowering. They are strong women, often working in the field of medicine,
mothers, wives, and daughters, who are complex and dynamic, loving and fierce.

A must-read!

Laura (booksnob) says

Incendiary Girls is a collection of short stories that are unforgettable and non-traditional. Many of the stories
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have the thread of medicine running through them as well as some magical or fantastical elements.
Sometimes the stories are disturbing yet for every story I was intrigued and wanted to find out where the
author was leading me and how the story would end.

My favorite story is the title story because it is based in Turkey during the Armenian genocide. When a
Camel Breaks Your Heart is odd and funny and was super entertaining. I also really liked the story Gross
Anatomy. There are eleven beautiful, unsettling, unique and strange stories in this collection. Give yourself
permission to laugh at the oddities and imagine the absurd and just go with it.

I love how the cover is represented in stark black and white and how it reflects the stories inside. Medicine,
illness, sickness is so often portrayed in black and white circumstances. Either your sick or your not sick but
humans and their bodies are anything but ordinary and Scheer explores the human body with a little bit of
wonder and a lot of intensity.

I love short stories and try to read at least one a week. With Incendiary Girls, I read one a day. I couldn't
stop. Scheer does an excellent job juxtaposing reality with fantasy and having her patients (I mean stories)
exhibit fundamental psychological symptoms of the creative variety. She is a great storyteller.

One word: Unforgettable.

Eli says

Incendiary Girls is a breathtakingly honest look at how, as women, when our bodies, or parts of our bodies
fail us, we still have our souls to keep us from falling apart.

Very rarely do I find a collection of short stories I am compelled to read cover to cover. With Incendiary
Girls I felt an odd connection to each of the women in the stories, seeing myself having experienced some
aspect of each of them at some point in my life, most prominently:

Ellen, in "Fundamental Laws of Nature," wants to believe that the soul of a dead loved one returns to her in a
most peculiar form while trying to come to terms with the personal fear that she will disappoint her daughter
if she reveals her secret.

And, Angela, in "Transplant," undergoes a life-saving surgery, altering her outlook on life and causing her to
search for answers where she never imagined.

Who are these grizzly contestants who want to expose the fake for who she really is in "Miss Universe?"
This story was grotesque but speaks volumes about the human nature. This is the shortest story in the
collection but was one of the most profound.

Poor Kate, in "Gross Anatomy," can't seem to shake the ghost of her medical school cadaver as she tries to
care for her mentally ailing mother while fearful that she may also be slipping into insanity at a young age.

In "When A Camel Breaks Your Heart" we are faced with the end of a relationship that was exotic and
exciting but we knew would never be realized as lasting forever; how our lover becomes strange and
unfamiliar to us, as unfamiliar as a camel, in the end.

"No Monsters Here" gives us a glimpse into the mind of a frightened wife and mother of a soldier during a
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time of war.

As parents we want to protect our children, whether they are normal or different, like Olivia in "Primal Son."
Even going to extremes to make them feel loved and accepted in their own family.

But, it was the title story, "Incendiary Girls," and the story Vartouhi, which spoke volumes to me. A young
girl struggles to survive and learn the balance of life and death while being followed by an angel of death her
entire life. I was moved to tears by the end of this 24-paged story.

This is Kodi Scheer's first collection of short stories and after reading it I found myself going online to
search for more of her work, most recently appearing in the "Michigan Quarterly Review" and "Printers
Row." I shall be getting my hands on these very soon. Scheer's writing is darkly beautiful yet uplifting.

Of course, there were some stories which I did not favor, not because they weren't well written, but more
along the lines that I didn't prefer the format of the story being told.

Still, I found myself pausing periodically throughout this book, contemplating what I'd just read, before
continuing on with the current story. These stories are thought-provoking and are a metaphor for much
deeper realities than are on the page. These stories should not be taken at face value. They are so much more
valuable than that.

I recommend this book if you are looking to break into the short story genre and enjoy literature with a little
"magical realism." I foresee a re-read in the near future.


