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Petra Hulova became an overnight sensation when All This Belongs to Me was originally published in Czech
in 2002, when the author was just twenty three years old. She has since established herself as one of the most
exciting young novelists in Europe today. Writings from an Unbound Europe is proud to publish the first
tranglation of her work in English.

All This Belongs to Me chronicles the lives of three generations of women in a Mongolian family. Told from
the point of view of amother, three sisters, and the daughter of one of the sisters, this story of secrets and
betrayals takes us from the daily rhythms of nomadic life on the steppe to the harsh realities of urban
alcoholism and prostitution in the capital, Ulaanbaatar. All This Belongs to Meis a sweeping family saga that
showcases Hulova's genius.
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From Reader Review All ThisBelongsto Mefor online ebook

Erika says

Sommarens mest planerade semesterlasning blev en besvikelse. Jag gillade majligheten att uppleva
Mongoliets stépper i romanform, dérav borjade |asupplevelsen som fyra stjarnor. Aftonbladets recensent
skrev att "lasaren forséttsi ett nastan meditativt tillstand" — men jag har semester och féredrar att uppna
meditativatillstand i blabarsskogen. Nér jag laser vill jag att beréttel sen ska ha styrfart, och det hade inte den
hér. Laste ut den mest av pliktkansla, darav landade slutbetyget patva stjarnor (for miljoskildringen och
fonstret mot en annan tillvaro).

Ka? Janotova says

O tom jak se "mozna" zije v Mongolsku pohledem tri generaci zen jedne rodiny. Skvelaknizka, ktera vtahne
tak, ze se pak cloveku v noci zda o nekonecnych stepich plnych koz a osamelych geru s barenymi truhlicemi,
o cervenych kamenech ohoblovanych vetrem, smradlavych ulanbatarskych kurvach postipanych od blech,
mastne lojove polivce a kusech suseneho masa, o rudolicich mongolkach s cernomodryma copama, co umi
jezdit nakoni ngjlip na svete. Pribeh stezko rozeznatelnou hranici zivotniho dobra a zla, prostoupeny drsnou
mongolskou kulturou. Tahle knihaumi carovat tak, ze po jgjim precteni ihned googlujete vsecko o
Mongolsku aihned tam chcete odjet.

Merged review:

O tom jak se "mozna" zije v Mongolsku pohledem tri generaci zen jedne rodiny. Skvelaknizka, ktera vtahne
tak, ze se pak cloveku v noci zda o nekonecnych stepich plnych koz a osamelych geru s barenymi truhlicemi,
o cervenych kamenech ohoblovanych vetrem, smradlavych ulanbatarskych kurvach postipanych od blech,
mastne lojove polivce a kusech suseneho masa, o rudolicich mongolkach s cernomodryma copama, co umi
jezdit nakoni ngjlip na svete. Pribeh stezko rozeznatelnou hranici zivotniho dobra a zla, prostoupeny drsnou
mongolskou kulturou. Tahle kniha umi carovat tak, ze po jejim precteni ihned googlujete vsecko o
Mongolsku aihned tam chcete odjet.

Jess says

L eaving aside the minor miracle of anovel about three generations of Mongolian women written by ayoung
Czech author translated into English and showing up at my local library, this book never came together into a
coherent whole, remaining instead disparate, and occasionally repetitive, fragments.

Kate?ina says

Amazing! The storytelling is so great! Interesting setting as well.
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Katja says

Well, this was different from the Wolf totem. Thisis a second book set in Mongoliathat | read after the trip.
And for all the romanticism and sentimentality the Wolf totem was soaked in, this oneisway way al the
way on the other end of the spectrum. Lasciate ogni speranza, kiddos.

First thingsfirst: | was and remained impressed by the fact that this was a debut novel written by avery
young author (it came out when Hulova was 23). The format, the bold and creative similes and metaphors,
the no-nonsense down-to-earthness, the kind of cynicism seeping out of the characters that you normally feel
only in very old or very disappointed people... | was floored. Honestly. | might check out some other works
by this author (after | have made sure they won't burn my soul like this one did).

So, the story istold by five female members of afamily. The story isterrible. It does not get good for anyone
involved at any point. Incest, rape, prostitution, acoholism - you name it, this book hasit. Now, | can take
the ugly and the terrible and the cynicism, but there is not asliver of hope for any of the characters ever. The
book does keep you reading - it is written from five different POV's, and they all read a bit like a stream of
consciousness. Very quickly | began to fedl asif | were sitting across from the character, and she was telling
me her story, sometimes rushing coldly through a series of events, sometimes lingering on the details for a
while. | liked that. But as far asthe plot is concerned, there are no good 'hooks, nothing to give you hope;
about halfway through | realised it would not get better, it is just one shitty thing happening after the other,
and once one character has had her fill, the story moves on to the next. | was telling Matilda yesterday, "I
can't wait to finish this book, it's torture for both characters and myself”. What | perhaps disliked the most is
the fact that characters are not even likeable. Not only in the sense that they are not very good people, but
they are also not quite fleshed out enough, so it was sometimes hard to empathise, as you kind of end up
reading about disgusting things happening to half-baked people you don't care all that much about, feeling all
around awkward and wanting to |eave the planet Earth.

In away, my going from the 'Wolf Totem' to 'All this belongs to me' mirrored our trip's trgjectory from the
Terelj park to Ulaanbaatar. In Terelj, we spent two days basking in the sun and silence, kept warm by our
host family's kindness and openness. In Ulaanbaatar, two daysin, a situation that struck me and will haunt
me was one involving alittle girl of maybe 5. We were out in a pub after our friend's wedding, and there was
thislittle girl, selling chewing gums to tourists. She passed by the first time around midnight, and already
then | was surprised why such asmall kid was still up. Her head was shaved. Three hours later, she was till
there, squeezing past drunken people, patiently waiting for someone to buy the gums, and not saying
anything when people pinched her cheeks. Some of us did not want to give her money, so as not to
perpetuate the cycle. Instead we went and bought some fries. When we offered it to her, she looked around
and shook her head. Eventually we managed to persuade her to take at least one, but when she took it her
hand was shaking. When she finally left, we saw she was intercepted by a woman who checked her pockets.
She was definitely scared. Our friend explained to us that this was not all that unusual in UB; it's still a
developing country. But honestly, Brussels or UB, scenes like that are brutally normal.

Since 'All this belongs to me' deals with prostitution, | looked up a bit what it was like in UB some 20 years
ago, around the time when Hulova spent her year there. Apparently, child prostitution was an issue at the
time (one journalist reported a heartbreaking story of a7 year old prostitute with a 10 year old pimp). This
book does not deal precisely with child prostitution (thank God, at least not that), but it does paint avery
bleak picture of Ulaanbaatar, which made me think, if | witnessed that situation with the little girl in my
three daysin UB in 2018, what did Hulova see during ayear in early 2000s?

Allin all, this book is exceptional and decently written, but it drained me emotionally. It's a good book |
would recommend to no one.
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Mirela says

35p

Emma Deplores Goodr eads Censor ship says

Goodreads recommended this book to me when | looked at Aitmatov's The Day Lasts More Than a Hundred
Y ears, but while both books are set in the same general part of the world, that's all they have in common. The
biggest difference being that Aitmatov's book is well-written and enjoyable, and this one is not.

All ThisBelongs to Meisthe story of afamily in 20th-century Mongolia, narrated by five women. The
primary narrator, Zaya, gets more than half the book, and we follow her for decades, as she grows up in her
family's ger (yurt) in the remote steppes, goes to boarding school in town, then moves to the capital city of
Ulaanbaatar and tries to make her way there. Her daughter, mother, and two sisters also get 15-20 pages
each. Their voices are not distinct, but | hardly expected that in a trandation; authors have a hard enough
time with multiple narrators in their own language.

I'll grant that the author is somewhat clever with the multiple narrators, who have sometimes differing views
on events and aren't always reliable. Oyuna, for instance, alternates between telling us what a wonderful
person she herself is and spewing venom about her sisters; Hulova doesn't have to point out her bitterness or
hypocrisy, and doesn't try. Additionally, the Mongolian setting is fascinating and | did learn some things
about life there. There's even some decent imagery. That's about all | can say for it.

And, unfortunately, the writing is just bad.

First, there's no structure, just a bunch of things that happened, and often told out of order. The story doesn't
seem to have a point other than summarizing the characters' lives; it doesn't move toward anything and
certainly doesn't have a climax.

Second, there aren't really any scenes, just endless narrative summary. Thereis exactly one line of dialogue
in the entire book (isit "dialogue" when no one has a chance to respond before the author leaps back into
narrative summary?); it's on page 88. Some authors can do books driven by narrative summary brilliantly
(take Isabdl Allende for instance), but Hulovaisn't among them. And even Allende will throw in a couple
lines of dialogue every few pages at least. | doubt the bookjacket writer who praised Hulova's "dead-on ear"
even read this book.

Third, the writing is confusing and contradictory. Sentences and paragraphs are digjointed, not connecting to
one another in any logical way. Multiple sex scenes are unclear as to whether the woman consented or was
raped. The author contradicts herself from the very first page; in the same sentence, Zayatellsusthat if she
went out in adust storm she'd choke to death, and then that she sits outside and watches the storms because
there's nothing else to do (because if she went outside she'd choke to death). When discussing Inner
Mongoalia, the Chinese province, shetells usthat "[t]he only Chinamen there, though, are the tens of
thousands of bastards that our women who are enslaved there give birth to every year," and then two
sentences later, that "[t]here are too many Chinese settlers.” Not to belabor the point, but if there are Chinese
settlers, then there arein fact Chinese people there.

The upshot of the aimless plot, lack of scenes and incoherent writing was that | never enjoyed the story, nor
had any true sense of the characters. Hulova might have had some decent charactersin her head, but her
reluctance to quite let us see them interacting with the world or each other--this insistence on summarizing
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everything instead, and not even doing that well--means they never come dlive. | try to give foreign writers
the benefit of the doubt, and maybe this type of writing is normal in her native Czech Republic, but in this
case two stars feel's generous.

Rusalka says

This has taken me several nightsto write this. Mainly as | get started googling Mongolia and can't stop.

| got gifted this book by two very specia friends. Interestingly it was from my Czech friends by a Czech
writer, but | got no Czech while | read this book. | was expecting a glimmer or two of Prague or somewhere
similar and then a dive into the deepest and darkest Mongolia. But on that front | was disappointed

What | was | was thrown into, and then stayed, was into the lives of afamily living in the shadow of the Red
Mountain as they called it. I'm not sure exactly the population, but thanks to wiki, | can tell you how many
livestock animals livein the area. Kind of showswhat is the most important thing in these peopleslives.
Who cares about how many people there are, they all are stuffed without livestock.

We are introduced to afamily living in ager (yurt) under these mountains, which includes 4 daughters, no
sons. Thisis an element of tension already in the family, but add in that the two middle daughters seem to be
products of infidelity (given away redly by different racial characteristics), and this makes for a happy
family of 7 (grandma's there too) in asmall tent. The book isthen told in 6 parts, 4 by 3 of the sisters, 1 by
the mother, and 1 by a daughter of one of the sisters.

It's afascinating story realy. Y ou have the life on the land in the family ger, the girls being sent off to
socialist state boarding school for nomadic kids (compulsory | have just learnt. Due to this policy they pretty
much got rid of illiteracy!), some of the girls moving to the capital city and dealing with an incredibly
different world, and the challenges they and their family have with this cultural change.

There is so much change occurring in the this book. Socialism to capitalism. Traditional cultureto
modernity. Rural to urban. And then other underlying problems tied to the above such as poverty and
alcoholism. It's athin book (under 200pp) but it is full of issues.

| loved learning about the culture (hence the constant googling). | have had a fascination with Mongolia
since | wasalittle kid. People living in tents in high mountains and freezing conditions or deserts, moving
around whenever they wish. For an urban aussie kid, this was a magical place. Y ou redly feel the remote
landscape while in the family home, which isimpressive to convey the feeling of remoteness while focusing
on atent with 7ish people crammed inside. Again, as with afew books I've read lately, none of the family
were instantly likeable. And | feel thisiswhat let the book down. | just needed someone to engage with, and
that was lacking. And for me, that's what | need to take a good book, to an amazing one.

For more reviews visit http://rusalkii.blogspot.com.au/

Rinda Elwakil says
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Eva says

P?edtim, neZ jsem se do knihy pustila, jsem si nezjiS?ovala, v jakém prost?edi se ma vlastn? odehravat, proto
pro m? bylo p?ekvapenim, Ze jsem se jejim prost?ednictvim ocitlav Mongolsku - zemi pro m? pom?2rn?
exotické, o niz toho mnoho nevim a ani m? nikdy nenapadlo se vice zajimat.

Je to neuv?7iteln? 2tivy p?ib?h popisujici osudy jedné rodiny z pohledu t? generaci (dohromady p2ti Zen), z

nichz kazda na jednotlivé udalosti a skutky ostatnich pohlizi Gpln? jinak. To vSe navic obohaceno o popis
mongolské krajiny a drsnou kulturu, o niz jsem toho mnoho nev?d?a.

Zpo~?atku mi pouze d?a o problém zvyknout si na hovorovy jazyk, n?co jiného je pro m? v n?m mluvit a
n?co jiného 7ist, ale pravdou je, Ze pZispival k autenticit? p?ib?hu. Jedinou dalSi v2ci, kterou bych cht?a
vytknout, je chyb%jici slovni?ek v3elijakych mongolskych termin? - spousta z nich se dala odvodit b?hem
2teni, alei tak by myslim pomohl zorientovat se v p?ib?hu minimalln? o dost d?iv, n?%kdy m? neznama slova
od 2teni rudila, kdyZ jsem si hned nemohla nainternetu zjistit, o co p?esn? se jedna. Proto je docela
p?ekvapivé, Ze byl p?ib?h nesmirn? Aivy anedlo jinak, nez ho p?e?ist najeden zatah.

Je to zatim druhd kniha, kterou jsem od autorky ?etla, rozhodn? ale neni posledni av??im, Zze m?jest? lec?im
p?ekvapi.
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Barbora Romanovskéa says

Petra H?lova nadchlal Dlouhou dobu jsem se autorce vyhybala, d?vodem bylo p7ilis velké o?ekavéani ataké
to, Ze s k ni jako k osobnosti nemohu nalézt cestu. N??im mne fascinuje an??im irituje. Aleto je naprosto
irelevantni, nikdy nesm?8uji autora ajeho dilo (to bych dopadla, kdybych sm?Sovala— co pak takovy
Hanus, Palén, Hradecky?!)

Tedy zpétky ke knize. Te? ze sebe ud?2dm trochu pitomce, ale jatuhle knihu ?apla, aniz bych v2d?av jaké
lokalit? se bude d?j odehrévat. V2d?2ajsem jen, Ze jde o debut ve kterém zaznivaji hlasy Zen t?2i generaci
Zen. TakZe asi umite p?edstavit to roz?arovani, kdyZ jsem asi ha dvacété stran? zjistila, Ze seto odehrava
kdesi v mongolsku! Tedy v Mongolsku. Ale ono zase jiho?eskéa vesnice a mongol ské stepi, to se nutn? musi
promitnout do charakteru postav. T?etina knihy pak zachycuje pr?sek Zivotem Zeny, od jejiho dtstvi s
cejchem erlice @ po jgi std?i v gimaku s rodinou své mladsi sestry, kde obyva ger po svych rodi?ich (t?ch
mongolskych slov jsem se nau?ila mnohem vic, aby bylo jasno!) A tato historie je pak nahlizena z perspektiv
dalSich Zen rodu — jeji matky, dcery, dvou sester, tet. No a s p?ibyvajicimi pohledy roste exponencidni
?adou také Silenost, ktera kulminuje kdesi u incestu.

Nakonec, Zivot je jen fasetami pohled?, které se na sebe vrstvi.
Komunikaci, kterou Soukupovav romanu K mo? detailn? rozpitvala na prvo?initele, HAovavzalaz vsi
perspektivy, takze je pozornost v?novana spise samotnych vztah?m nez slov?m. Bavi mne knihy, které maji

ambici ?tena? p?ipominat to, na co lehce zapominame — Ze za situacemi je kontext adalSi lidé.

A tady jeten seznam slov, kterymi jsem obohatila sv? slovnik: erlic, ger, aimak, chisdl, &rdl, nochoj, argal,
ovo, dél, chuchdijn cecerleg (no dob?e, natohle jsem se musela znova podivat do knihy)...

Ronja says

Tolik dobrych ndpad?, které se nepovedlo po?adn? vyuzit. Hodn? zajimavé mi p?islo zasazeni d?je do
Mongolska, o jehoz kultu?e jsem dote? prakticky nic nev?d?a. BohuZel se dovidadme pouze o ur?ité vrstv?
tam?j3i spole?nosti, cela rodina prakticky ustrnula na dvou pozicich (rodinné hospoda?eni v jurtach ve stepi
am?stskd linie jednoho povolani ze dna spole?osti), nikomu se nepoda?ilo zabrousit n?kam jinam, p?estoze
snahy byly; jasné, pak by to nem?o ten naboj, ktery tomu autorka cht?a dét, coz je ale dal§i v?c, kterami
vadi — cely ten d? n?ak postrada celkové vyust?ni, celou dobu je jednoduSe vie p?i starém atak to i z?stane.
Vazn? skoda, Ze se nepoda?ilo zakomponovat Sirsi obraz mongolské kultury, troufam si tvrdit, Ze velka ?ast
?2eskych 7tend?? je natom se znalostmi o ni podobn? jako jaav2si nahled by mohl knihu posilit.

Dalsi vc, ktera mohla byt skv24, ale je jen prm?rna— perspektiva vyprav??e. Postupn? o stejnych

udd ostech hovo?i p?t hrdinek, takZe se hezky ukazuje nejen jejich charakter, alei to, Ze se vlastn? ani
nejblizsi lidé doopravdy neznaji. Bohuzel, vSechny mluvi Upln? stejn?, neni tu Zadny idiolekt vlastni kazdé
postav?, vSechny maji stejné hovorové vyrazy ad?aji stejné chyby (takovou zam?nu ji x ji jsem byla
schopna skousnout u prvni vyprav?y, u vsech dalSich jsem sk?ip?azuby). Miniman? ty, které vASinu
?asu stravily ve m?st? v Gpln? jiném regionu, musely ?asem pochytit jiné vyrazivo, vzdy? bylo i n?kde
zmin?no, Ze se rodinnému p?izvuku jinde smdi — ale ne, tady dokonce i mald Dolgorma, kterd krom? pé&r
prézdnin u prarodi ?? vyloZzen? nezna nic jiného nez hlavni m?sto, mluvi stejn? jako jina zena, kterav Zivot?
nevytédhla paty ze vzdalené stepi.
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Eliska Skacelikova says

I've learnt quite alot about Mongolian culture. | love the way we find out personal secrets,we follow the plot
by eyes of the members of the family. We uncover the hidden memories of the person by somebody el se.

Meto Nour says

P22 22772 D770 70 7770?72 272727 7207707 0 277272 077770 0 7777770 77 270 27277770 27770 777 777?

Kattynka says

KniZkaje opravdu zajimava. Zprvu mi trochu d?aly problém slangové vyrazy, kterych je kniha plna. No a
protoZe tam nejsou nikde vysv2tlené muselajsem si po?kat, neZ je odhadnu z kontextu, cozZ je parédni vc,
jak ?tena?e trochu pozlobit a p?im?t ho soust?edit se.

Negjvice m? asi bavila prvni kapitola, vypravni Dzgji. Bylatam spoustav?ci z d7stvi, alei z pozd?jSiho
Zivota. Ostatni kapitoly byly také p?kné, ale charaktery, které je vyprav?y, mi nebyly tolik sympatické ave
spoust? v2ci jsem s nimi nesouhlasila.

Nicmén?i tak oce?uji pohled natutéZ v?c z vice Uhl?, vice, 2 mén? informovanych o dané situaci.

Ur?it? je to zgjimavé ?teni, dozvite se n?co o Mongolku, jeho zvycich, aei o ne Upln? pozitivnich v?cech.
Nap?iklad problém s odpadem od vSech t?ch vci, které tam vlastn? p?icestovaly ze zpadu, a se kterym si
oni moc rady nev?di. Nebo t?ebato, co se d?je vaude ve svt?, neshody mezi generacemi a odcizeni rodiny.
P?zngme s to... ngjsou to moc veselé v2ei.

Ale kniha neni jen o tom Spatném nebo smutném, alei o veseli alumpérnéch v dtstvi. Jak uz jsem ?eklato
semi libilo ngjvice.

Mysdlim, Ze si tu kazdy najde svou ?ast, i kdyZ to neni Upln? jednoduché.

Doporu?uji adavam 3,5/5*
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