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Y oung English zoologist Gerard Durrell returns to the Cameroons in West Central Africain 1949 for another
humorous and fascinating animal collecting expedition. Meet afrog with a coat of hair (which turns out not
to be hair at all), full grown monkeys that fit inside a teacup, mice with wings, and many more of the species
endemic to the Cameroons, not to mention the local ruler, the Fon of Bafut.
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Vityska says

Marijan says

E, ovo me bas osvjeZilo. zabavne zgode tijekom hvatanja Zivotinja za zoo vrtove, doZivljgji s njimau kampu,
druzenje s Fonom od Bafutai njegovim podanicima...totalno opustanje
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Namitha Varma says

Another thoroughly enjoyable book by Durrell. Each time | read him, | met such fascinating creatures. And
Durrell can make even atoad adorable!

Rishi Prakash says

Another amazing book my the Mr Durrell who has become my favorite author now when it comes to animals
-)

Thisisthe story of Durrell's animal collecting expedition to what was then the British Cameroons, in the late

1940's. The book is full of memorable characters, human and animal which is amost unbelievable to say the

least because they are just so amazing!

Trust me, you will end up praying to be on thistrip if it was possible by any means!

Hymerka says

PRRDIN2 VXN VI N DXV V70097, NPV 0777077

Nandakishore Varma says

Thisisthefirst book by Gerald Durrell | read, and | immediately became a fan. He writes with humour and
sympathy about animals, and his adventures are vintage reads. He also made me look at zoos and their rolein
conservation in anew light.

Irene Lazlo says
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Otro libro de Durrell que me ha encantado. Los libros en los que captura animal es, aunque fascinantes, son
menos agradables de leer que sus otros libros porque algunos animales mueren inevitablemente en el vigiey
no llegan aun refugio o zoo. Me ha sorprendido lo tolerante que es €l libro para estar escrito en los afios 40,
Durrell no habla de los africanos como primitivos sino que vive con ellosy participa de sus costumbres. Si
gue hay diferencia entre el hombre blanco y el negro: los africanos le llevan su equipajey realizan las tareas
mas peligrosas pero Durrell tampoco es que se quede sentado en casa sin hacer nada. No teme adentrarse en
laselva, coger alos animales con sus propias manos y nunca pone en riesgo la vida de sus cazadores. Se nota
gue no es un libro del siglo XXI pero es muy avanzado en este sentido para su épocay eso me ha gustado.

El fon de Bafut es un persongje divertidisimo y es conmovedor el compafierismo e involucracion de los
habitantes de Bafut ala hora de ayudar a Durrell.

Maksym Valevatiy says
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Ape says

2009 bookcrossing review:

Thisisthe second of Durrell's books | have read. | am not sureif it the second in the series of his memoirs
though. This one was written in 1954, so | presumeit is about atrip to Cameroon that occured a few years
before that? He never actually says exactly when. But it's the story of a several-monthslong trip in the
Cameroons that he took to collect lots of animals. Most of histrip was spent in the higher lands, an area
called the Bafut, where he was the guest of the local |eader, the Fon of Bafut, who was quite a colourful
character who enjoyed his drink. The locals speak pidgeon English, and al the dialogue is written in that,
which is quite fun to read.

Durrell isareally good writer, and it feels like taking a proper trip into Africa, meeting the locals, learning
something of the local wildlife and seeing a bit of scenery. It's good for armchair travel.

It almost felt awee bit dated to me in regards to this animal collecting and conservation. He collects alot of
animals (or he collects beef, asthey say in the pidgeon English), several of any one variety, with the help of
some local hunters, who he names the Bafut Beagles. But he never really explains why. Ok, | guess they're
for azoo or something, but it feels like collecting for the sake of collecting, stuff conservation and the study
of animalsin their natural habit; we want them in the cages. There was one animal, this flying mouse thing,
that he gets over 20 individuals of, and by the time he gets back to the UK, they're all dead.

One of the best bits of human - wildlife interaction was when the Fon takes off al his robes of office, and
trots off as a hunter into the wilds with Durrell to show him a new animal. They're called galagos, and ook
like these comical little big-eyed creatues, the drawings of which remind me almost of bush babies. And
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they're very small, jump around in branches and get up to mischief. They don't even attempt to catch any on
thistrip, just sit and watch the animals. And the Fon tells him that he often comes to watch these animals -
"'Dat beef!" he chuckled, 'l like um too much. All time 'e make funny for me, an' I go laugh™. (p109). Surely
enjoying watching these animals in their natural habitat should be the most important thing, as the Fon is
doing?

Mind, this perhaps happened in the late 40s, and attitudes change. Besides, | am no expert on conservation.

K senia (vaenn) says

Satwant Singh says

Wow, wow, wow. | was at airport in between my flights and i need something to passmy time. So i just go
to store and pick arandom book up and guess what, It was The Bafut Beagles. | causally go through first few
pages and start to fed that thisis not the usual book we read. It has something extra and something new. The
natural comedy that generate from individual from this book, commentary by My Durrell about certain
incidence, Bafut people and most of all an exciting world of wild life. | am just stunned.

Super cool 3)

Alena says

| give5 stars- | like this one very much. | read it in Czech, as usua with Durrell books. This time the
trangator was Simon Pellar. This edition is without original illustrations. The date was 1986. Czech added
scarce illustrations of a very popular artist, Adolf Born. But the number of them is only five to the whole
story. Thetitlein Czechis"Bafutsti chrti". Knowing that the hunters to whom the name belongs are mostly
thin, with long legs and big feet (as much as long arms and finger part) this name is more appropriate than
the original English name. "Chrt" means a greyhound dog, "Chrti" being the plural of it. Far away of beagles
as | know them from the streets of my town.

Kate says
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"In The Bafut Beagles he [the author] describes a collecting expedition to the Cameroons, where, with the
assistance of apack of African enthusiasts and mongrel dogs, he captured almost everything from flying
mice to booming squirrels. " The unconscious humour of a supercilious toad or a hypocritical chimpanzeeis
only surpassed by the electric charm of the convivia Fon of Bafut himself."

~~back cover

Another gallop through grasslands and forest of the Cameroons, by day and by night, with often hilarious
results. The African people are depicted as quite simple and servile, but the author was doing this collecting
in the 1940s, and the native people probably seemed so to him, given the European attitude to other cultures
at that time. In fairness, he treats the natives with affection and courtesy. As always, entertaining accounts of
the collected animals antics, fascinating glimpses of the time and effort involved in capturing and then caring
for creatures with unknown habits, and the difficulties of transporting them back to England by ship.

Colin says

It's quite interesting reading this at the same time as I'm listening to the audiobook of "Blood River". Both
are tales of Englishmen in Africa. Whereas Tim Butcher spends most of the timein real danger, refusesto
stereotype, and uses his wits to determine which of the many people he meets are worthy of trust and respect,
Gerald Durrell iswriting in another age, and he just cruises around, effortlessly assuming hisright to be
caled "Masa' and "Sah" by the flock of undifferentiated, caricatured natives whose words are transcribed
phonetically and embellished for comic effect. There's nothing so crude as overt racism of course, and it
would be pointless to judge him by the standards of today anyway, but the spirit of the age shines through
every paragraph, and reading it in conjunction with the more modern work only makes it the more obvious.
Anyway, don't let me put you off - it's very funny indeed!

Matt says

Thisisadifficult book to review. On it's surface, and I'm sure at the time it was written it was received this
way, it presentsitself as acharming account of an expedition to Cameroon to pick up live animalsto bring

back to England to study, replete with amusing anecdotes about the difficulties of collecting and caring for

the animals, and humorous depictions of the people Durrell meets along the way...

Can you spot the problem? It's in the "humorous depictions of the people". This book isthe most pure
example of aprivileged, imperialist perspective that | have ever read. Written by a man who has no qualms,
questions, or concerns of any kind about the colonialist system that supports his entire life. It's possible his
depiction of the local patoisis simply afactua depiction of how the poor English speakers of the area, fluent
in other languages, managed to communicate with the English in their midst, but it felt like he played it for
maximum "comedic” affect.

| don't want to cite specific examples of racist attitudes, but about halfway through the book he throws out an
offhand comment about how he was taking an action not "merely" to demonstrate his inherent racial
superiority, but for other more manipulative reasons, and it rather gave the whole game away. Making the
subtext text, as they say.

This book made me deeply uncomfortable, and | found myself sometimes wishing | had first encountered
Durrell through his more famous My Family and Other Animals, which takes place on the Greek island of
Corfu and might thereby have been free of his condescending and dehumanizing view of the Africans he
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dealt with. In the end, I'm glad | didn't, because avoiding the fact that he had these attitudes doesn't make
them go away.

His attitude towards women is hardly superior, asthere is an elaborate "comic" scene that presents him
finding domestic violence completely acceptable, and reminiscent of proper English society, which
disappoints him because he was hoping for something more superstitious as the root cause. Thereisalso his
absurd joy in humiliating British women he meets by exposing them to the more earthy behaviors of the
monkeys he's captured.

I'm glad | read this book. It's too easy to read books like Burmese Days and assume that Orwell's own
complicated views of the colonial system were typical, but | suspect it was attitudes like Durrell's that were
far more common. Experiencing that attitude in all it's condescending, myopic glory has been alearning
experience, if nothing ese. He's afish in water, and it all seems perfectly natural and appropriate to him.

Glad | read it, but | don't think I'll be picking up any more books by Durrell.
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