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Participation Claire Bishop (Editor)
Art that seeksto produce situationsin which relations are formed among viewersisplaced in
historical and theoretical context in key writings by criticsand artists.

The desire to move viewers out of the role of passive observers and into the role of producersis one of the
hallmarks of twentieth-century art. This tendency can be found in practices and projects ranging from El
Lissitzky's exhibition designs to Allan Kaprow's happenings, from minimalist objects to installation art.
More recently, this kind of participatory art has gone so far asto encourage and produce new socia
relationships. Guy Debord's celebrated argument that capitalism fragments the social bond has become the
premise for much relational art seeking to challenge and provide alternatives to the discontents of
contemporary life. This publication collects texts that place this artistic development in historical and
theoretical context.

Participation begins with writings that provide a theoretical framework for relational art, with essays by
Umberto Eco, Bertolt Brecht, Roland Barthes, Peter Burger, Jen-Luc Nancy, Edoaurd Glissant, and F'lix
Guattari, aswell asthefirst translation into English of Jacques Ranciere's influential " Problems and
Transformationsin Critical Art." The book also includes central writings by such artists as Lygia Clark and
H'lio Qiticica, Joseph Beuys, Augusto Boal, Felix Gonzalez-Torres, Thomas Hirschhorn, and Rirkrit
Tiravanija. And it features recent critical and curatorial debates, with discussions by Lars Bang Larsen,
Nicolas Bourriaud, Hal Foster, and Hans-Ulrich Obrist.

Copublished with Whitechapel Art Gallery, London
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Jess says

Thisis one of my favourite catalogues of Art essays, and critical/curatorial theory regarding participatory or
relational artwork. Each essay is prefaced by Bishop who explains what she sees as the relevance of the piece
to Participation and includes a very short summary. Thisis useful if you are using the book for particular
essay's. The Catalogue is ameaty read on it's own though, however it should not be attempted by someone
new to art theory asit is rather dense in places. | especially recommend Glissant and Ranciere's essays.

Anna Martine says

| love theory, which isridiculous, but | am no longer ashamed. Plus, this has some essays on relational and
social aesthetics, art based in real-life versus utopian art, and so forth that might be critical for artists,
activists, and those interested in performance.

Mills College Library says

700.1 P2734 2006

Katie says

i think i'm going to really like this one. i'm just too damned busy to be in the mood at the moment.

Sharon Mizota says

Only partially read this selection of essays on interactivity in art. It does have some useful historical pieces
like Umberto Eco's essay from the 60s on the "open work of art" which presages "relational aesthetics' and
Barthes "death of the author.”

Krista says

Loved the first third (classic theory/criticism with some new stuff....all orbiting around participation as an art
strategy or process), and Hal Foster's final essay '‘Chat Room.' | love Hal Foster!!!! Curator essays were hard
to get through for me (lots of description ps of complex artworks & installations).
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Corinna says

Thisis edited by Claire Bishop and contains some of the more influential mid-to late-20th century
documents on how viewers, spectators, beholders, etc. are meant to be involved with (mostly) installation,
performance, and sculpture.

Brian says

rigorous and thought-provoking collection of theoretical, critical, and artist writings. | read it to warm up for
studio time and it always gets ideas flowing.

Kate says

abit slow to begin with Umberto Eco, but i think he'simportnant so i read his whole thing. now on to
Barthes. i'll let you know when i get to the inspirational part that turns my head around. but at present still
waiting.

Courtney says

thisisagood, basic primer about contemporary western art and participation. read in one hand with
Relational Aestheticsin the other and watch the sparks fly! oh, and be prepared with nice pen and post-it
flags; if you love a post-it, you're afriend of mine.

Aaron Berger says

Claire Bishop only assembled these essays to make her point. | was hoping for more of her writing.

Dayna says

Thisisanoteto self that thisis#17 in Bookmarks Directory (originally coming from my Bookmarks Folder)

M says

nice book
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Gabriela Olivera says

A super interesting book about different kinds of art movements that involve social happenings, civil
integration and art manifestation.
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