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The Gatekeeper's Son C.R. Fladmark
Modern San Francisco collides with ancient Japan in this thrilling coming-of-age fantasy.

It's Junya’s sixteenth birthday, and his grandfather has just named him the heir to a multi-billion dollar
corporate empire. Not abad deal ...except his grandfather’ sin the hospital, and now someone’ strying to
destroy the company.

Junya can’'t imagine who (or what) would have it in for hisfamily, but he’s positive it has something to do
with the heavily guarded safe in his grandfather’ s office. Y et the deeper he digs, the stranger things become:
earthquakes no one else can feel, spotting dangers no one else can sense...and being followed by strange
men with reptile eyes and forked tongues.

Now he's being hunted—by his grandfather’s own men. It’s only thanks to a mysterious and beautiful
Japanese exchange student that Junya' s able to escape. But why does she keep disappearing on him? How
does she know so much about his family? And is she here to help him...or kill him?

4.4 out of 5 Stars on Amazon.com
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From Reader Review The Gatekeeper's Son for online ebook

Robert says

This book was surprising in al the right way! Fast-paced with a solid plot and interesting premise. For a
debut novel from an indie author thisis avery strong start and | am eager to continue this story. More
importantly I'll be watching this author closely in the yearsto come, because | can't imagine the level he'll be
at in 10 years!

Full review will be published to ReadingOver TheShoulder.com Apr.21.2017

Tonja Drecker says

What atense novel! There's big business intrigue, intense fighting scenes and a dash of Japanese mythology
throwninto giveit just the right touch.

Although thisis marked for the young adult audience, the plot is complex enough to grasp adult readers as
well. Junya has just been marked as heir to a billion dollar company, but with it, he's getting more than he
bargained for. The company has enemies who plan on bringing it down - strong ones. But thisisn't hismain
concern. A mysterious Japanese girl who keeps popping up (and can fight better than any normal ninja) is
aready keeping Junya's hands full...not to mention the strange things that are happening to him. Suddenly,
he can sense things and a power is growing inside of him.

The characters are very well done - serious and driven, but they let alittle bit of the light side of life sneak in
every now and then. The problems thrown at Junya are sometimes more than he can handle, despite his own
growing strength. Even his oncoming powers aren't something he really embraces at first, and the reader gets
to discover and questions things along with him. This made him sympathetic and easy to cheer for.

The plot isfast paced and well weaved. | really enjoyed the more mature feel of the business world in this;
the author never talks down to the reader. The little spice of Japanese culture really adds a nice touch, and it's

clear that the author knows what he's talking about. It weavesin so naturally.

Summed up, thisisagreat read for intrigue and fantasy fans. Once they dive into Junya's world, they won't
want to leave.

| received afree copy in exchange for an honest review.

Jane Ryder says

In “The Gatekeeper’'s Son,” C.R. Fladmark has put a fresh spin on some classic fantasy elements, blending
real-world cultures with awell-imagined parallel universe that combines elements of Eastern philosophy,
spirituality, Japanese traditions, martial arts, and hot girls in school uniforms.

Junya, the protagonist, is alikable and relatable young man, bewildered by the sudden changesin hislife but
clever and resourceful. He was raised and coached in martia arts by his mother, known as Okaasan -- an
upbringing he never understood until Shoko, the aforementioned hot girl in uniform, turns hislife upside
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down, and Junya suddenly finds use for the skills he learned in his dojo at home (however unwillingly).

What | appreciated most was the strength of the female characters. Shoko is by turns charmingly naive and
chillingly driven, akind of 16-year-old samurai on amission from god (or gods); while Okaasan is part Zen
master, part drill instructor, and part mom. There' s no need for an explicit “girl power” message, and thisis
still very much abook guys will enjoy, but it's a pleasure to see femal e characters portrayed as tough,
resilient, capable, loving, and in positions of authority without being shrill, mannish, or sappy.

Another aspect of the novel | really enjoyed was the choreography of the fight scenes. They're easy to
visualize and follow, so you're never jerked out of the story trying to picture who's doing what. | love agood

fight scene, so thiswas abig plus. :)

It'safun, fast-paced read, and | hope to see many more from Mr. Fladmark!

Kindle25 says

(I received adigital copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.)

My only issue here would be the explanations why female ninjas are called kunoichi. Ku means 9 in
japanese. So | think it's erroneous to tell that awoman has 10 "ichi". (Added note: Yes | know that the kanji
for woman is ku-no-ichi. Haha. | was just concerned with the fact that the book mentioned that a woman has
10-ichi. Well, I counted and we only have 9! Haha).

Well, putting this very minimal issue aside, this novel isfull of intrigue, mystery and action.

Junyais a 16-year-old grandson of abillionaire, who, on the day before his birthday was awakened to the
"powers' that he did not expect.

Suddenly becoming atarget of avery infuential enemy, he relies on his newfound acquaintance and abilities
to fight for survival. Travelling to different placesin search of his destiny, he rediscovers himself and the
world as he had never seen.

It'simportant to establish the facts first which | think caused a few dragging parts.
Since thisisthefirst book of the series, | think it's understandable that there were a lot of details here for the

world-building of the story.

There were still alot of unanswered questions by the end of the book but overall | would recommend this
book to those who like stories that are action-packed with minimal romance (so far).

(Thisreview is aso posted in bookaholicfairies.blogspot.com).

Anna says

I got this book from netgalley.
| really liked this book and the premise. | can relate to the main character Junya who is experiencing growing
up and amagjor change in hislife. The premise was good and the different settings were good. | like the plot
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even though it could be slow at times. | would recommend the book.

Ena A says

This book is acombination of racial caricatures and simply bad plot, but really, it's mostly racia caricature.
For an author who claims to have studied the areas discussed in the book, it is disheartening to seea
description of *Chinese’ writing, when Chinese is not alanguage and the book appears to actually concern
Japan. The rest of the book follows suit, and has prompted many angry, one sided conversations where |
whined about it to my friends - not great press, but al publicity is good publicity, amiright?

First of al, I'm not certain why all of the book is set in Japan, apart from the author’ s weird obsession with
Japanese culture - or, more accurately, Japanese culture As Seen On TV, but I'll get back to that later. The
book clearly states the gods mentioned have no preference to country or nation, and does not say anything
about Japan being a strong magical point (which tends to be the explanation in these cases). So why are
everybody Japanese? It' s not the race that bugs me, really, but the bad research and ignorant, stereotypic
characters, which are made entirely of tropes. Bashful Japanese Schoolgirl Love Interest! Dedicated Female
Ninjaand Mentor! Hard-Working Japanese Businessman With a Secret! Give me abreak. All the Japanese
backdrop showed me was the author’ s weird fetishisation of a culture that is far deeper than he lets it appear.

The plot has no continuity, either, and constantly disagrees with already established details, which bugged
me. It was hard to follow and the protagonist didn’t help, constantly forgetting details, discovering new skills
(such as expert-level hacking), and needlessly using technical language everywhere, rarely explaining it. |
don’'t want to go search up everything, and this book definitely didn’t make me keen to, so | just kept reading
to seeif | could get what was going on without speaking fluent Japanese.

Speaking of the protagonist, he' sirritating as can be. The high-and-mighty attitude goes along way to make
me hate him (he shouted at company employees a bunch of times to do stuff, despite being only 16?), and in
general, he's either apathetic or screaming. Yikes. The same can be said for Shoko, hisloveinterest - she's
bland, emotionless apart from when crying about him, and is there only to be a mentor and love interest and
nothing more. She's effectively useless, which isirritating. The romance between them is also very forced,
but | won't get into that because it's a minor point compared to others.

As mentioned before, the plot isterrible, too, and | couldn’t follow it at all. Moving locations and action
scenes formed too much of the book, and when nothing was explained in the rest of it, | gave up on trying to
understand and tried to treat it like a B-movie, except this didn’t even have nice jokes or actors.

In short, | don't likeit. | don’t understand the premise enough to tell you if | like that, either. All | know is
that this book is all anybody heard metalk about for around a week, because it annoyed me that much. If
you'reinterested in a book set in Japan, check out Extras by Scott Westerfeld instead.

ARC supplied by NetGalley

AnnaN.~Take A Shot In The Face Of Fear! says

Rating: 4
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I won a copy of this book for an honest review. Thiswill never effect how | like or rate a book.

| feel | owe this book an apology. Have you ever just not felt like reading regardless if you were on agood or
bad book? Well it happened to me. Normally it's because of the book but thistime it really wasn't. Maybe it's
cause of all the things going on lately in life but for some reason reading just did not feel like the thing to do.
Which isn't so great when you have agoal of 80 books and December has already arrived. *sigh* But alas |
did finish this book and it's about time | giveit areview.

Regardless of my lack of wanting to read | did greatly enjoy this book. It created a new and interesting world
that | could easily get behind and felt original. It also likely helped that | really like fantasy books that have
Asian themes and play on that culture.

All the characters except one kept me very interested and invested in the story. The only one who sadly
didn't qualify was Junya's father. He seemed so displaced in this book. Like the author didn't even really
know what to do with him so he only had slight appearances throughout the book and felt mainly pointless.
The only real point he had it seemed was to be what linked Okaasan, Junya's mother, to the family.

Other than that though the main protagonists and antagonists were strong and really brought high stakes to
what was going on. By the end | understood the protagonists much more and felt for each of them which is
aways agood thing.

To sum up; Thisbook left me wanting more. To spend more time with these characters and learn even more
about this world and the different possibilitiesit presented. Making me eager for the sequel. I'm always eager
for an Asian themed Y A fantasy and this one did not disappoint.

I'd recommend this to fans of YA and Fiction and especially those that enjoy Asian cultured/themed stories
as| do.

Erin Dunn says

https://angel erin.blogspot.com/2017/0...

Thank you to Ryder Author Resources for providing afree copy of The Gatekeeper's Son By: C.R. Fladmark
in exchange for an honest review.

It took me alittle bit of timeto get into The Gatekeeper's Son. Partly because | have been so busy, but also
because it was alittle slow till about 100 pages in. However, onceit got to that point it really picked up.
Then once | hit about halfway it was really fast-paced and | couldn't put it down! The world building was a
little sSlow for me, but it paid off because it was so well done. | couldn't wait to find out more about the world
in the second book.

#ReallyPicksUpHalfwayThrough

I liked the characters alot, especially Shoko and Okaasan. They definitely aren't weak women and | always
appreciate strong femalesin books. | did like Junya also, but not as much because the first half of the book
he did annoy me atad. That being said as the book went on he had some great character growth and | love
that!

#GirlPower!

Overdl | really enjoyed The Gatekeeper's Son, especially the last half when there is so much action! | was so
glad | had the second book already because | couldn't wait to start it.
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#Y eSSsSssss

I recommend The Gatekeeper's Son for all fans of urban fantasy. | think any fan of the genre would enjoy
this one.
#Trylt!

-RadioactiveBookwor m- says

Goodreads synopsis.Junya’ s grandfather is a billionaire who keeps the secret to his success hidden in a
heavily guarded safe.

His mother isamartial artist who wields a razor-sharp katana—and seems to read his mind.

And amysterious girl in a Japanese school uniform can knock him over—literally—with just alook.

What do they know that he doesn’t?

Junya s life takes a dangerous turn on his sixteenth birthday, when someone sets out to destroy not only the
family’ s business empire—the one that he's set to inherit—but Junya himself. He' s fighting for hislife, and
doesn’t know who to trust.

What has his family been keeping from him?

Junya' s journey takes him from the narrow streets of San Francisco to Japan, and through hidden portalsto
the top of the ancient Japanese 1zumo Shinto shrine, to places where death and violence are away of life.
And in amystical world he's never imagined, he finds his true destiny.

My review: So, | received a copy of this book from netgalley in exchange for areview, and although it took a
while to get through it, | really enjoyed reading it. | mean, how could you not like a book about ninjas?
Although, it did have it's ups and downs, like how if felt like the story was a few different short stories put
together, The characters were well rounded and the book was overall action packed. | mean, come on. It's
ninjas. How could it not be? The story was good, kindalong, but good, and the characters were alittle
different, but different is good. Sorry for the short review, but I'm eally drawing ablank at what else to say.
Definitely check this book out if you like ninjas, books that are full of action, or just want something to read
that's different from everything else. Thanks for reading!

(radioactivebookreviews.wordpress.com)

Emalie says

I got this book back in my beginnings of NetGalley. | liked the synopsis, so | requested it... or wasit a“read
now”-book? | honestly don’t remember. | only remember that | tried reading it back then and had to stop
after 5%, because | didn’t like the writing and the whol e beginning was absurd.

Now | decided to read it again for the End Of The Y ear 2015 Read-A-Thon and | had the same problem
again. | just can’t get over 5%, even though | alwaystry to give a book the chance to change my mind in the
first 20%.

| just can't make myself read on, so | decided to quit once and for all. | won't try reading this book athird
time. I’ sover.

Because | only read 5%, | can’t really voice my opinion about it, so this review will stay without arating. |
just can say that the book and me, we didn’t work out. Maybe if the story started off differently... sadly, it
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didn’t.

Rating: DNF

Michael Bates says

(This book was won through Goodreads Giveaways)
Well lets get right into it.

Plot-4 Stars. This book really got started halfway through. The first half was Y A while the second half was
more action, and more enjoyable to me. Im not the biggest fan of the YA, but doneright it can be good. This
just seemed allittle off at times (More on that in the Character Section). The parts with Okaasan (Junya's
mother) and Shoko were what got me through the first half. After the first half and Junyatrying to learn
about his powers and stumbling through just about every encounter, we get to the part where he startsto use
his powers and we also get alittle bit of a smarter Junya. Also in the later part of the book we really get to
see the evil side (Evil Ones). Up until then you had his Grandpa as the main evil looking dude (I didnt get to
much of an evil feeling from him) but then you get the Evil ones and Bartholomew. Now Bartholomew is
what | picture when | think of evil in thisbook. Sadly you don't get quite as much of him as | would like.
Near the end is when we start to get to get afeel for Bartholomew and | was not disappointed. | wanted
more, but you do have alot of little '‘baddies" running around. Once the action startsin the second half of the
book it was hard for me to put the book down. Junya starting to realize his potential and being smarter, along
with Okassan and Shoko just being their made it much better. Add in the Evil Ones and this book is starting
to get really good. Overall Slow beginning and little to much YA but second half Action, Powers, Swords,
and some Bad Guys needing taken care of. Loveit.

Characters-3.5 Stars. So only 3 Stars mainly because of Junya. For akid who trains everyday with his mother
in the dojo and having her be who she s, kind of made me wonder about Junya. At one point he couldn't take
his eyes of of Shoko's legs. Now while | understand boys will be boysit just seemed weird a boy with that
kind of training would just...stare. Add in when Shoko was going to take the journal and giving him amillion
clues she was doing it and yet he just kinda of babbled on and was surprised she was doing it. After he learns
more about his powers and having to step up because of his grandpafallingill, | start to feel more for him.
By the end of the book | am curious to see where he is headed. More Focused Junya is awesome, while Mr.
Legs Junyais not. Junyas father isnot in it very much but for the first book I'm ok with that. Now his
Okaasan and Shoko, well | don't have any problems with them. In fact | think | would read a series with
those two as the main characters. They were strong, smart, very capable women who were just straight up
bad ass throughout the whole book. I'm looking forward to seeing where their story goes. So far thereis not
too much on the Evil Ones or Bartholomew, but I'm ok with the mysterious Evil guy thing..The bits that do
have himin it though | love. He seems like a pretty good bad guy. Overall | love just about every character
except Junya. | am starting to come around to him and do want to see how he ends up, but I'm more
interested in the others stories.

Extra-5 Stars. Ah extra......what does that even mean? Well in this case it represent the hidden powers and
culture part of the book. The powers are limited mainly by the person wielding them. There's been
teleporting, early detection signals, fast, strong and more. While there are some abilities that seem
overpowered, Fladmark does a great job making them seem more natural feeling then let's say some
superheros. The variety is great, not limited to just one power or power type. These Gatekeepers seem bad
ass while al'so showing that they are not invincible. Perfect balance of powerful yet not nothing-can-touch-
me-kind-of-pointless power. Now on to the Japanese Culture and locations as well as the America parts. That
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was one of my favorite parts of this book was the blend of American Culture and Japanese. Throw in some
historic and beautiful locations they get to travel to and you just got a great setting. From the Streets of San
Francisco to the Shrines of Japan, not one part of it did | dislike.

Now the question is, would | or would | not read the second book? Well, | would. Without hesitation. Junya,
Okaasan, Shoko, and that dam Bartholomew are all either too interesting not to or look like they could be
headed toward being a bad ass mo fo (Junya).

Krista (CubicleBlindness Reviews) says

Junya has several events that happen just after he turns 16. A young Japanese girl keeps appearing in hislife,
heistold heisthe heir to his grandfather's estate/business and the awakening of his powers.

Junyawas my favorite character as he tries to figure out everything that has come hisway in only a matter of
hours. His reactions to the things that happen around him are redlistic, but the world and adventures are
fantastical. There were some characters like grandfather and Shoko that 1eft me hanging their actions at times
felt very random and the scenes with them a bit choppy. Y et Junyatakesit all in stride and rolls with it.

The only normal relationship Junya has is with his best friend. All the interactions between him and his
grandfather, parents and Shoko involve this otherworldly fantasy relationships. This has alot to do with all
of the secrets that have been kept from him. As heistrying to figure things out, crazy and unusual things
happen all around him and includes everybody he knows.

If this story were shortened and made into a manga or comic the parts | felt alittle choppy in the story would
in my opinion make more sense. | did feel that the book was a bit long for the story that was being told and
would work better as separate sections or novellas or as a comic.

The ending of the book was a good ending. Junyareally shows alot of growth and strength from his
experiences and it ends strongly. It is something | would recommend to those that enjoy Manga and looking
for astory form of that.

[0?v [ Unsolved Mystery [ ¥ ?[] says

- My Description -
On Junya Thompson's (James) 16th birthday, his wealthy grandfather announces Junyato be heir to his
company.

Junyais surprised as well as flattered to one day being chairman and sole shareholder to The Thompson
Group of Companies.

That's only in the event of his grandfather's death or ilIness.
Coincidentally, his grandfather suffers a heart attack right after the announcement.

Junya soon meets agirl around his age.
He'sinstantly fascinated with her.
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It's quite destined they would link up at some point.

Shoko is a gatekeeper for another world.

A beautiful world where thereis no violence.

Gatekeepers keep thisworld what it is: violence-free.

She's also a pretty bad ass assissian.

She also can do other cool tricks, like read thoughts.

She was sent to guide Junya on his new found set of powers.

Junya doesn't quite know but he soon finds out that he has his own set of powers.
He can sense vibes.

He can aso senseif you have good intentions or bad.

Like Shoko, he can kick ass.

He knows Kendo, aform of martial arts.

Junya's mom (Okaasan) taught him everything about Kendo.

Okaasan is aso pretty bad ass.
(view spoiler)

Junya and Shoko have to use their powers to protect themselves and each other.

Junya also has to protect his grandfather's (and his) business from these same set of men who wish to steal
the business.

Junyais also falling helplessly in love with Shoko.

- My Review -
This started out pretty good.

| think once it began to get more into the fantasy realm, It threw me a bit.
I think because | wasn't expecting it to be fantasy.

| don't really like fantasy.

True, it was out of my comfort zone, but it wasn't enough to make me stop reading it. Not in the least.
| did enjoy it.

My most favorite character was Okaasan. She was very cool.

I could totally be best friends forever with that woman.

She could teach me Kendo. We could watch chick flicks, and eat popcorn.

We could go shopping.

She was so zen-like.

Anyway, there's a sequel coming to this book.
I'll bereading it.
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Vincent says

Overal, The Gatekeeper’s Son was enjoyable to read but required some patience before the action got
started. At just 16 years old, James Junya Thompson is an accomplished architect, computer hacker, and
martia artist with amillionaire grandfather. What he knew as normal as a 15 year old is turned topsy turvy
shortly after his 16th birthday. Not only does his grandfather’ s assistant, Ms Lin, who he has made the star of
his pre-adolescent fantasies, kiss him on the mouth, telling him, “I wanted to be the first woman to kiss you
now that you’ ve become aman,” he also spies a mysterious young girl who literally knocks him off his feet.
The book begins with his encounter with Shoko, the mysterious girl in a Japanese school uniform.

Shoko sets into motion situations that expose James mother’ s secret former life, his grandfather’ s past
misdeeds, and his own mixed unearthly heritage. James Junya Thompson is the “son” mentioned in the title
of the book. The Gatekeepers, as Shoko explains to James are “the guardians of thisworld (the world of
Gods), to keep out the evil that has infested your world (the human world).” Gatekeepers are the only ones
who can travel through the gates between worlds at will. Most are locked and some only allow temporary
admittance.

There is amore indepth review at my blog:
http://crania gunk.com/bl og/2015/03/14/the-duality-and-deconstructi on-of -james-junya-thompson/

C.R. Fladmark says

“...an engrossing story, with a huge heaping of action and very appealing characters ... an intricate, unusual
plot wrapped inside a great story. — 2015 Benjamin Franklin Awards

“Filled with magic, mayhem and intrigue, Fladmark’s seriesis off to asolid start.” — Kirkus Reviews

This novel will appeal to readers of Patricia Briggs Mercy Thompson series and Faith Hunter's Jane
Y ellowrock series.
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