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The South African government is forcing Naledi an the other villagers to move to a new location: a
"homeland" of iron huts and barren soil. And it seems that no one is willing to resist.

No one, that is, except Naledi's friend Taolo, whose family has often spoken out against apartheid. Taolo
gives Naledi the strength to fight, and with his help, she and her schoolmates organize an anti-removal march
through the village. But the right of free expression is not a liberty granted to the young protesters, and the
police instigate a reign of terror on the villagers. Naledi and Taolo's chain of fiery resistance cannot be
broken, though. With each new crisis, it grows ever stronger and burns ever brighter.
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Susan says

This book didn't have much of a chance to get a good rating because I only read it before I went to bed and
read until I couldn't keep my eyes open anymore.
It was sad :(

Suzanne says

I am not going to finish this book. I am going to fudge my mini-paper for it. Why? Because the illustrations
don't match the story. Story says boy is wearing khaki shorts yet illustrations show boy in jeans. Also, if they
are in Africa and cannot even afford milk, why is the girl wearing a similar outfit to the one I used to wear to
Hot Skates? Maybe protagonist lady should be less fashion forward. I have little tolerance for sloppy
publishing.

The other John says

Aarrrgh! I said I wanted to read a sequel to Journey to Jo'burg, since I felt that book ended before reaching a
happy ending. So now I've borrowed and read the sequel and guess what? It has a worse ending. Chain of
Fire picks up the tale of Naledi and her family, in 1980s South Africa. Apartheid is still in force and this time
Naledi's whole village is getting the screw. The powers that be have decided that Naledi's people should go
back to their "homeland"--never mind that just about everybody in the community was born in their current
village. As renters, the rank and file don't have a lot of leverage to fight back, but they do what they can to
protest the move. The government, of course, and... well, let's just say that apartheid sucks and I wasn't given
the pleasure of seeing the bad guys put in their place. Part of me wants to ask for another sequel, but part of
me wants to accept the tale as is, realizing that injustice doesn't always get a swift and tidy comeuppance.
This is the type of book that should be read, so that those of us who have been spared a life of poverty might
recognize some of the hallmarks of oppression and work from our end to stop it.

simon test 2 says

Iowa

Mrs Mac McKenzie says

This book was written quite simply about the effect of apartheid on normal people and families in South
Africa who had to struggle to survive. It is a good commentary on life under these conditions, and is the
middle book of a trilogy by Naidoo.
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Qetharah Alyan says

???? ??? ???? ??????

Alani M. says

Chain of Fire by Beverly Naidoo is a great book. Naledi comes home to her village to find big painted
numbers on her door. The police say they have to move in four weeks to a “homeland”, so the white people
can get the land they live on. Together with her friend Taolo, they start a movement. Will Naledi even have
time to think of resisting when her grandmother's condition is worsening every day? Will they be able to
peacefully protest without getting killed? Can they succeed? One of the strengths of this book is that Beverly
makes it really deep. You can almost feel like you are with Naledi as the Apartheid destroys.

Sanabel Atya says

????? ?????? ??????? ????.... ??????? ?????? ?????? !

Carolyn Tye says

A gripping novel detailing the horrors of apartheid. I felt connected to the main characters. Highly
recommended the book.

Sabrina Lin says

At first the book is pretty exciting when Naledi and other villagers wanted to protest because their land were
talking over by the "white people". However, in the middle, the motion kind of slows down. Villagers were
getting injuries or put into prison while protesting to the government. I wouldn't really recommend this book
to other people because I think it's kind of confusing.

Hmmm says

Inspiring! Surprising! African! Beautiful! Heartbreaking! Educational! Political!

This book will make you see life through new eyes. This story follows not only a family but an entire tribe of
people. People who haven't got much to begin with - that are forced out of their homes and their town. They
were forced to go to a city where they had nothing and did not want to leave. These people try speaking out
against their forcible removal. Which is also a surprise because they were never informed before. The words
of the people fall on deaf ears - no one in power will listen to them. Soon the teenagers plan a peaceful
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protest march and keep it a secret. As they march with signs in hand past the elementary school they are
joined by younger children. Police wait with bats ready and vicious attack dogs, the peaceful protest quickly
becomes a violent riot... and most of the victims are only children... Some children are taken by the police,
detained and tortured. The day comes that the people are forced out. Grabbing their meager belongings as
they see their homes destroyed. They are trucked away by the authorities to a horrible slum a refugee camp.
This book ends with hope as word begins to get out about how the people were treated. News and media
begins to cover their stories. The people begin to understand that there are also good people out there who
care about them and want to help. More and more people will join in their fight each person another link in
the chain...

This book reminds us of the easy lives we live. You can not read it without reflecting on the lives of these
people. They don't have electricity in their homes. They don't even have running water. Each household in
the town must carry buckets to a single tap each day. You realize that their lives are Hard. Even so, they get
along and live in peace and harmony with each other. Then their difficult lives get even more hard as they
are displaced and sent somewhere even worse.

This book was excellent with rich descriptions and beautiful artwork it tells a story that needs to be heard
even today.

Madeleine says

This was one of my favorite books in the world as a kid. Set in apartheid south africa (and read before
apartheid ended). South African government's creation of "homelands" for various ethnic groups (utterly
lacking in resources, human rights, or sovereignty), through the eyes of teen/tween characters who struggled
against this.

A "homeland" and a "state" can be two very, very different things.

Nicole says

This is a wonderful book that explains the struggles many blacks went through in South Africa during the
years of the Apartheid. It is not sugar-coated, nor does it have a happy ending, but it teaches a lot about
injustice and the fight for freedom and equal rights.

Johnson Lin says

It was a novel well-written, but with a few minor setbacks. The main setback is with all the African words; I
had to Google most of the words to find out their meaning. However, putting all that aside, I found that
Chain of Fire was one of the best books I've ever read. It's basically a compendium of all the historical events
that happened during apartheid and infused in fictional characters, but also based on a true story.

Emily says
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This book was a required book that we had to read for school, and I have to say I wasn't impressed. First and
foremost, I am always disappointed with a book that has pages that "feel weird". I thought the book was
poorly made, and poorly written. At the very beginning of the book, I knew it wasn't going to be enjoyable.
As I kept reading, it did go from 2 stars to 3, but I still was disappointed. The ending was weird, and I felt
like Beverly Naidoo was trying to fit a 5 chapter ending into 2. Overall, I was quite bored with the book, and
I was suprised with the bad quality since our Language Arts teacher normally selects excellent books for us
to read. I may be just not getting it, and this book may be other's favorites, but it just didn't work for me. I
haven't read the sequel, Journey to Jo'Burg, and I don't think I will anytime soon.


