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Rebecca Martin says

My feeling about this book: What the heck is everyone so excited about? | read several very positive reviews
of the book, but | found it extremely hokey and ol d-fashioned and the writing....well, | can't take
Sigurdardottir to task because | have no idea what the original proseislike, so let me just complain about the
atrocious tranglation instead. | recall having the same feelings about this author's earlier novel, Last Rituals.
The proseisflat and only risesin interest when the choice of vocabulary isjarring. The "ghost story" would
be comfortablein 18th-c fiction. And if Steini was only ableto drive in a specially-equipped car, how did he
and (name suppressed) exchange cars? And, please, acat?

Jeanette says

I'm afan. Reading them out of order, | come back to #2 in the Thora series. This oneis "away from home"
and Thoras client has trouble after alarge land sale. They want recompense in value; the site of their spa
hotel seems haunted.

But that's not the crux of difficulty, unless a ghost iskilling people. Thora has also managed to escape from
Mom duty and kinder nurturing- well, at least for a couple of days. Hannes (ex-husband) will fill in. NOT!

Others will think these slow and rather staid. Not the crimes, nor the criminals as much as the lawyer and her
German banker. But | think, just the opposite. Although this particular plot is not shabby either.

Iceland, wit and the dogged nature of Thora's relentless inquiry and nosiness! Three winning pulls of
connection. Yes, there is more quantity in proportion Miss Marple than Dirty Harry. And yet the number of
priceless quotes and asides are greater than either, IMHO. In this one she gives about 5 of those back to
Matthew who clearly seems he istaking more than a vacation?

All three kids step up to the plate too, and at the same time become 4 upon the return home to Reykjavik.
Another lesson on why, if you receive alarge cash bonus case reward, you don't go and blow it all on a
trailer for use on your future dreamed, rosy colored glasses possible family outings.

Thoraislate 30'sin thisone. | do think you need to have some life experience re decades of reversals, or
have walked years upon the parenthood tightrope to get her. IMHO, these Y rsa Siguaroardottir books
featuring Thora Guomundsdottir won't much appeal to the younger adult set. Possibly | am prejudice, but |
don't think her nervy, blunt, "because | said so" attitude, would translate. And not only from Icelandic, either.

Also, | should warn. All of these Thora books start out with arather grim to gruesome first 4 or 5 pages, that
you know little about or have any context to for the first half of the book. I do not like that chewy nasty level
as these absolutely are. But they do set the stage. Regardless, 80% of the book has far |ess aspect of noir
shock than in the first few pages. The best isin the middle to the ending. Slow and minute to minute, similar
to actual life. No perp closure in 3 hours or 3 daysin a Thora case. Closer to a leepless 4 hour down and 1
hour to go colic night while walking a hallway so the other ones don't wake up. So not the kind of "action"
you'll seeon Cop TV.

PDF File: My Soul to Take... 3



Read and Download Ebook My Soul to Take...

Emily says

Mp2keital yia 10 20 BIBA?0 TN 0E1p?¢ TNC Yrsa e Npw?da tn dikny?po ©7?pa.

>0 @?¢C KOA?TEPO AT? TO TP?TO, TOV "K2KAO TOU KAKO?'. 2000¢ KOl va TII?LEl P?A0 1 EE0IKE?WOT TOU
avaw?0tn e T ©7pa, 1 o120 UEAVETAL TIO CUMTIIO?C KAl LE TEPIOT?TEPO XI0UOP.

H 1otop?a €val evdla@?poucd Kal To TEPIR?AAOV TIOU dladpapaT?eTal UTORANTIK?. EVal va
KUPIA?TO £EVOOOXE?0 Kl X7p0C OV 2ILOT /aVATUYKP?TNON G oTnNV €§0X?. MNap?Xel LTI PET?EC
0€E0VAAIKO? GUUPBO?AOL, TWEUUOTIOTIKY avadnT?0£6V KAl OALCTIK TIPOCEYY?0€wV. O 1310KT?TNG
TOU BP?0KETAl UTAEYUVOC KA N @7pa KOAE?TAl VA BonB?0el. Z?pvel pad? Kal To TPOPAUATA TNG
HE ToV TPV 62(VY0 KAl oXEON o€ 7A0 TO BIPA?0 BIVEL TO ¥X0C TO? TIO? Ba 0?0l KAl T? 8a KVE
TO TIOI? TNC.

M7?00 o€ A0 AUT? ?XOUE VO KVOUWE E QAVT?0UATA TIOL LTIOT?0ETO TIWE VTI?PX 0LV V7P TPLY?PW,
T 2UOTO TIOU apadl 2(oVTal UE OVATPIXIAOTIK?C TEPLYPAP?C, KA?UATA TIIOIV OTO OKOT?d1, OTI?2TId
HE LTTAELO YEU?TA 1OTOP ...

XOpITWUVOo oTNV 7AN 10ToP20 BP7KA TOV TP?MO TIPOCAVIONG NG EQNPIK?C EYKLUHOCVNG HE TIT?PdA
TOV 16XP0OVO0 Y10 TNC O?pa. XwP?G VOTEPIK?C KOPNVEC, N O7pa ETOIN?LETAL VO YVEL iayl ? oTa 36 Kal
TO T ? TIPOL O 2LOVTAL 2T¢ OKPLR?C v al @ U0 TN ? TIOU TO VA ?XEl KOIA?TOO KAl TO 7ANO
€01 0 TT?PAC. H oKNV? TNC YVVAC VAL TIOA? TETUXNLN, TPOC TO T?A0¢ ToL BIBA?0U.

lMa 2000¢ ?X0LVV W WVEIPO VO U7B0UV TNV ICAAVIIK? YA?000 0@ EPVW TPOK ?TW ML IUKP?
Tp?taon :

""O FKO?23UOUVA0UP TI?PE TNA2PUWVO TOV [TKO?OUOLVTOOV VIO VO TTVE va 3pouv Tov @7p0Agoup” ...
KOl T(?el A?YoVTaC ...

Chrissays

Thora Gudmundsdottir has some problems. To wit they include () her son got his girlfriend pregnant (b) her
two children hate spending time with their father (her e husband) because he plays the Icelandic version of
Guitar Hero too much, (c) her secretary (d) her relationship with Matthew and, finaly, (e) her client who is
charged with a murder and who is considering legal action about aland deal because the place might be
haunted.

Iceland is apparently like England in this regard.

The ghost is, of course, connected to the mystery of who killed the architect of Thora's client’s
hotel/spa/lNew Age Retreat, not to mention the guy who got stomped to death by an Icelandic Horse.

Thora also has a problem with the trailer she brought. She’s abit rash that way.
And | think that iswhy this book actually works. Thoraisjust so weird and normal. She might livein Iceland

but any reader will know at least one family like hers. The mystery itself does have to do with families and
stories, so it too ties into the normalcy despite the amost craziness of the situation.
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Maria Jodo Fernandes says

"Os pecados antigos crescem tal como as velhas dividas." - Uma citagdo desprovida de uma significacao
especifica, de um livro igualmente liberto de reflexdes de maior.

"Ladréo de Almas' € o segundo livro da série de bdra Guomundsdéttir. Com excepgdo do prélogo, que
remota a acontecimentos passados no ano de 1945, a accéo desenrola-se num hotel que privilegia eventos
espirituais e se foca em tratamentos de bem-estar. Situado na peninsula de Snaefellsnes, naldandia, este
local vai ser 0 palco de um assassino que, curiosamente, espeta alfinetes nos pés das vitimas, de forma a
impedir que voltem como espiritos.

Thora € advogada do dono das instalagdes, Jonas Juliusson, e € a pedido deste que se vai instalar |4 para
investigar os espiritos que o andam a atormentar. Apesar do seu cepticismo em relagdo ao mundo
sobrenatural, Thora sente-se entusiasmada por ver a sua rotina alterada. Durante o desenrolar da histéria vao-
se lhe juntar o namorado alem&o Matthew, ambos os filhos e a futura mée do seu futuro neto.

O livro comeca com uma promessa de um enredo misterioso e estimulante. Porém, o ritmo da narrativa
torna-se cada vez mais cansativo e previsivel .No final, nem o tom de humor cativante de Y rsa Sigurdardottir
consegue salvar o enredo.

Relativamente as personagens, com excepcao do casal principal, desde os clientes e funcionérios do hotel as
pessoas que vivem navizinham-se, todos parecem estar envolvidos numa aura de indiferenca: as suas
personalidade sdo isentas de caracteristicas interessantes e 0 seu poder de atracdo é minimo, para néo dizer
inexistente.

Ao longo da historia, no decorrer dainvestigacdo e procura pela resposta ao enigma, o leitor depara-se com
eventos passados. Thora descobre a histdria de uma familia que esta ligada ao acontecimento que nos
introduziu a obra. Quero manifestar o meu desagrado em relacdo a complexidade desnecesséria deste fio
condutor e airrelevancia de algumas situagtes descritas. O nimero excessivo de personagens e as fracas
descricdes das suas rel agdes apenas contribuem para uma maior alheamento em relacéo ao livro.

O que mais me agradou, tal como no livro "O Ultimo Ritua" foi a personalidade de Thora, a personagem
principal, da suafamiliainvulgar e daforma como todos se relacionam entre si. Os desafios domésticos da
advogada e a sua relacdo amorosa com o bancario aleméo - com quem comunica em Inglés - conferem ao
romance uma atmosfera divertida. Contudo, mesmo neste detalhe, senti que a autora ndo desenvolveu o
suficiente as personagens e varias ideias parecem ter sido apenas parcia mente postas em prética.

Os didogos que, inicialmente, comegam por ser escritos de uma forma perspicaz e dotados de observagdes
engragadas, acabam por se tornar macadores e repetitivos. O mesmo acontece com as descrigdes.

A tematica do nazismo € abordada tdo superficialmente que me questiono acerca da sua contribuicdo parao
enredo. O prélogo que prometia uma viagem por um passado obscuro revelou-se uma desiluséo.

Apesar dos inimeros suspeitos com quem Thora se depara ao longo da sua estadia no hotel, o desfecho
revela-se muito pouco surpreendente. Os motivos do no s&o t&o desinteressantes, que seria melhor que
aautoraislandesa os mantivesse apenas parasi.

O ponto alto do livro "Ladrao de Almas' é o caso que Thoratem em m&os no inicio da narrativa: um casal
deixou de receber a sua correspondéncia devido ao facto de a caixa do correio se encontrar demasiado
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préximado chdo, o que vai contra um regulamento particular dalslandia. A partir desta premissa poderia ser
escrito um mistério bastante mais envolvente do que aguel e que se segue e em que nada lhe esta relacionado.

Podia vos dizer que estou ansiosa pelaleiturado "Cinza e Poeira’,que aguarda a sua vez na minha estante, na
esperanca de me ver envolvida num enredo de qualidade superior, mas estaria a mentir.

Natalie says

Hearing babies cry in the fog and shadowy images of young girlsin mirrors can be chalked up to skittish
nerves and flights of fancy, not ghosts, as far as Thora Gudmundsdottir, single mother and attorney at law is
concerned. Her client, Jonas, on the other hand is atrue believer and he has promised her an all expenses
paid indulgent weekend at his New Age resort if she will come and see these supernatural occurrences for
herself.

Shetravelsto the newly renovated health resort that was erected on the grounds of an old farmhouse with a
bizarre history. Thora barely settlesinto her posh room when the resort’ s architect is found murdered. Her
body found bludgeoned, raped and with pins inserted into the souls of her feet is but the first victim that will
suffer such hideous degradation.

Thora quashes her doubts of the continuing eerie events and delves into the disturbing secrets of the past to
discover who is responsible for the macabre killings in this chilling, Icelandic thriller.

From prologue to epilogue My Soul to Take by Yrsa Sigurdardottir keeps you fastened in your seat!

| admittedly stuttered over the names of most of the characters (well, and the author’ s too), but forged on
because the storyline was so fascinating. She conveys the culture and atmosphere of |celand with finesse and
her heroine, Thora, has the doggedness of someone | would definitely want in my legal corner if the need

ever arose.

Thisisthe second book in the Thora Gudmundsdottir series. It is has warranted not only keeping alookout
for the next in the series, but seeking out the first as well.

This review was written for Armchair Interviews at www.armchairinterviews.com

Cristina Boncea says

Thora este avocata lui Jonas care este ulterior acuzat de moartea a doi oameni dintr-o localitate din Islanda.
Birna, arhitectasa 7 cititorul de aure care lucrala hotel au fost uci? cu bestialitate. Thora, impreun? cu
partenerul s?u Matthew afl? ¢? f?pta?ul este defapt Berta ?i prietenul e invalid Steini. Aceasta a omorét-o pe
avocat? pentru c? dorea s? construiasc? o anex? a hotelului deasupralocului unde afost ihgropat? devieo
feti?? acum mai bine de 60 de ani iar pe cititorul de aure I-a ucis pentru c? o ?antaja, fr? vreun motiv mai
solid. Cam asta e povestea ?i pare destul de simpl? dar NU E CHIAR A?A.

Sunt o gr?mad? de personaje puse cas? induc? atét cititorul cat i pe avocat? in eroare. Nu le-am re?inut
numele ?i nu le-am n?eles pozi7iain cronologie. Carteaincepe cu povestea lui Kristin, feti?a care afost
|?sat? s? moar? de c?tre un b?rbat doar pentru ¢? eraun copil din flori iar acesta probabil dorea mo2enirea
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pe care copilul ar fi primit-o, dar b?rbatul 7-aluat via?a dup? faptele sale. Thora este chemat? de c?tre Jonas
ini?a pentru c? acesta auzea plansetele unui copil 7 i se p?reac?i-av?zut stafiain oglindasa 7 dore?e s?
cear? desp?gubiri de lafo?tii proprietari ai terenului din cauza acestui lucru. Thorainterogheaz? to? oamenii
delahotel 7 din jurul acestuia? mai ales pe oamenii care au legur? cu cele dou? ferme din Snefal ssness
(nu a?a se scrie), Kirkjustet 7 Kreppa (din nou, sunt sigur? ¢? nu a?a se scrie).

Pe plan personal, cei doi copii ai Thorel vin dup? ealahotel iar lafinal, fiul & devinetat?la o varst? fraged?.
Kristin este ingropat? al 2turi de mama el dar plansetele inc? se aud.

Nu a? putea spune exact de ce mi-a pl?cut a?a de mult cartea. Pe bune ¢? de multe ori m-a speriat...
Descrierile sunt impecabile i am aflat foarte multe lucruri despre Islanda. Chiar o simpatizez pe Thora i
umorul s?u dar mai ales umorul partenerului s?2u Matthew. Tmi doresc s? mai citesc c?r?i din aceast?
colec?e.

Luisa Fer says

I chose this book because the writer is Icelandic. I'm on a European author streak. I'm choosing to read a
book by an author of each european country and even though I'm not choosing the obvious, | tend to find
good reviews and recommendations.

| read areview about "Ashes to dust” which was published in English this August, and the reviewer was very
enthusiastic about her.

Unfortunately this book was disappointing. | ploughed through it because the central intrigue was well
conceived but nothing else could pull the novel together. The main character, alawyer who "sticks out her
tongue" when her boyfriend teases her, has some detective skills and nothing characterises her as alawyer
except when the author reminds us. The rest of the time she is questioning other characters, and conducting a
murder investigation asif she were area detective. Thisleaves me puzzled, why didn't the author just make
her a detective?

When elementsin anovel lack credibility, from characters to timelines, to situations, the case or mistery is
not enough to make a good book. Everything seemed forced, when something didn't have a reasonable
explanation, the next paragraph magically offered an answer.

When the character was -out of character- there were bits of information sprinkled in aline or two that
seemed to pull it back into some coherence.

Sadly | don't think | could endure another Théra Gudmundsdéttir mystery.

AEZTMOINA N1p?kn says

201 XAMENEZ WYXEZ? THX ZITKOYPAAPNTOTIP IPZA

MET? 10 avatpIXIaoTiK? Bp?Aep "EKO?KNON" TN oLyYpa@?we o1 2Baoa Ki aut? o BIBA?0 TnC. Eval
KOBap? d0TUVOUIK?-HUOTNP?0L TIOL N TINOK? TOL Bu?(El TIOA? AyK 200 Kp?0TI. H cuyypa@?a¢
TETUXOVEL PE EEAIPETIK? TP?TO VO LTI?PXEl GACTIAVC KOl CUVEXE?C OVOTPOTIC OTNY TAOK? TNG
10TOP?0G. 7A01 Ol 21OTITol €A1 TEBOVO? A?T101 VIO TOUC @AV0UC KAl U?2XPI TO T?A0G OV UTIOPE?C v
KOTOA?BEIC TIO12¢ €A1 TIPAYUATIK?. YTI?PX0UV KOl GAVT?0UATO TO OTIO?0 GUVO?0VTAL HE U
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10TOP?0 TIOU AVE 50 XPVIa TPIV KAl TV dV0LV KAl PE TNV UTTECN TV @V wv 2upecd. H ©7pa n
OlKNY?p0C¢, TIOL TPOOTINOE? va FoNB7?0€1 TOV EVIOA?0 TN TIOU KOTNYOPE?TAL VIO TOUC YAVOUC, Hal?
LE TOV aVOW?20TN OKAA?El TNV UTTP0E0N KAl EVW OTNV apX? OV TIOTE?EL TNV 2rupén
@EOVTOOU?TLV, apPX?LEl VO EEET?LEL KAI QUTV TNV TEP?TITWON, LET? TNV avaK?AuPn 00T (2wv Kal
EV?C UIKPO? KOPITOI0? OTNV UTIAEIO OTIOO?KN TOU {EVODOXEIOKO? GUYKPOTZUOTOC ?TouV CUMBa VoLV
?Aa. Av 00¢ ap?00ULV AUTO? TOL £7250UC TA BIPA?0 0OC TO TPOTENVW. Ot A?TPEIC TNG 7EKOKNONCDEY
Ba Tpop?Eouy 071 Ba avaTPIXI 700VV, AV AUT? TEPILAVOUV. TO HLUOT?PL0 2UWG UTI?PXEl 2POOVO Kal
Ba 10 evxapLOTNOE?E.

Maria Altiki says

MET? TNV OAOKA?pwaT K TOL 20U BIBA?0U TNE UTOP? TN?0V VO TT? 2T1 €VAL A TOAUVAYATT VN OV
oLYYPA @20 . NOU?Zw 7Tl Ta BIPAZ0 TNCENVAL KAAOYPAUAVA K TANPO PAEC OV TIC TPOUTIOB?0EIC
Yo V0 KOA? QOTUVOUIK?. MUOT?p10, Oywv 20, COOTIAVE, CUVEXE?C AVOTPOTE, KIVUOTOYPA@K?G
TEPIYPAQ?C, IVIPIYK?S, Bp?A0L, U700l 0 VA AAXTAPIOT? KOKTAA. Ba ETOVOA ?BW T 7X W
gKataolaote?!

Lesley says

Well for me the best part of the book was the iceland descriptions of the landscape. | could really picture the
beach and fog with a dead whale carcass smell and a dead body! | didn't really care for the main character,
Thora. Sheisalawyer but acts like a detective but then sheisfull of side issues, with her kids, the ex, and
Matthew. | guess | wouldve preferred the story centered more on the actual mystery.

Anna says

Iceland's perhaps best known accidental detective, Thora, investigates ghosts and two deaths in a holistic spa
intherural Ireland.

World, or those who missed Last Rituals, meet Thora: asingle mum and lawyer, 40ish, who is definitely not
your standard alcoholic loose cannon detective. Imagine an adult Nancy Drew... asingle mum Nancy Drew
who's much more a 40 year old Bridget Jones (charm, clumsy awkward things she says, thinks, wears, and
does)... gone Angela Lansbury. With her, like in the first book, is her German boyfriend Matthew, and her
kids.

Thora gets anice break of her typical casesinvolving e.g. older folks who don't like the I celandic rules of
where the opening for mail delivery should be located on the door when afriend and client asks her to
investigate ghosts and bad spiritsin his holistic spafar away from everything. Since that'll be a nice break
she accepts, and soon she finds herself investigating the death of the architect who was planning the
renovation of the hotel. | still don't know if the book, like the first one, is supposed to funny, or isit just me
who finds Thoralike soapsin TV; seeing how she's awful in mostly anything (financially a disaster, and has
no problems when her 15 years old son knocked up a 14 year old girl, and who now drives her SUV and
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winnebago she can't afford, without alicence... for which the legal agein Iceland is 18 by the way. That's
just afew examples), she makes everyone else feel good about themselves. The story is again told much
from Thora's point of view, so there are plenty of moments when you'd want to smack her, but it's getting
better. The story has good elements, lots of interesting characters that could work in alot of twisted ways for
the resolution. The location, Iceland, the bits of myths and history are interesting too.

Y et for awhile again | was wondering why | read the book. Well, | had got this book before | read the first
one (I wasn't that impressed with the first one, by the way). It has still the same kind of awkward and funny
piecesin both Thoras thinking or her dialogs, and in the general telling that | did add on the first book's
notes. Thora's still awful. But it had it's grace - the elements and possibilitiesin the story, some of the
delicious and way more interesting characters than Thora. But it still had also Thora, and it still felt too much
of aBridget and a bad soap. If Thorawas ever to be madein filmsor TV series, I'd want to see either areally
fattened up Renee Zellweger or afat version of Amanda Freitag (from Chopped in Food Network) play her,
as| can' t think of any ladies to do the bridgetness better.

Denise says

4.0 out of 5 stars -- A chilling and absorbing read -- Nordic noir.

The second book in this series featuring the lawyer Théra Gudmundsdéttir and her lover, Matthew Reich, is
just as absorbing and interesting as the first. The setting is modern day |celand, amost a character in itself,
with its uniqueness and history. In this mystery, Thorais asked to represent the owner of aNew Age spaand
resort who wants to sue the previous owners who he claims misrepresented the old farmstead and sold him a
haunted property. Although Thora doesn't hold with the supernatural, she goes to stay at the health resort in
Snaefellsnes and isimmediately drawn into an different sort of investigation there when the owner, Jonas, is
accused of the murder of the architect who was working for him after her mutilated body is found on the
beach nearby. As Thora starts digging into the case, she unearths some photos and information about the
brothers, their wives and children who had lived on and owned the farmstead property many years ago. Then
a second person is murdered. Thora and Matthew must figure out why these two were killed and who
committed the crimes.

With ahuge cast of characters and with the Icelandic names, it can be afeat just to keep everyone straight!
But alternate point of view narration provides some clues that there is much more going on here than first
thought. The mystery is well-plotted and complex with mutiple red herrings and | was glad not to be able to
be sure that my guesses were correct until the final few chapters. | like the personality and character of Théra
Gudmundsdéttir -- divorced mother of two, about to be a grandmother. She's snarky and intense, definitely
not damaged, and has a good sense of humor. | enjoy all the details about Iceland and its culture and
landscape. | like the writing style and the trandlation flows nicely as well.

Thisisthe third book by this author that I've read (#1, #2 and #5) and | have plansto read #3 and #4 as soon
as| can get hold of copies. | really like this series. | guess you could say I'm hooked on crime fiction and the
unusual setting.

Please send me any recommendations of other authors/series of this type and unique settings.

Gisela Morales says
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Interesante Historia que te lleva a pensar que todos son culpables. Me gustaria Conocer Islandia.

Wanda says

I wish | liked this series of books more than | do. But | remembered, as | read this novel, that | felt the same
ambivalence about the first one. After thinking it over for awhile, | realized that | just don't connect to the
main character, Thora. | don't care about her. Its like the author looked at other successful Scandinavian
fiction and just created a checklist: Divorced? Check! Problematic ex-spouse? Check! Kids being
challenging? Check! Foreign love interest that she's not sure about? Check! But just because Thorafits al
those checklist items doesn't automatically mean that I'm going to like her. | find the author does a lot of
telling insteading of showing. Don't tell me that she cares about her children--show her doing loving things
for them. And the dialogue seems stilted--but I'm not sure if that's the author or the translators? Since I'm
never liklely to learn to read Icelandic, | can't answer that question. The plot was good--that's what kept me
reading. Can | blame this on the author being an engineer? Probably unfair. But | think | will save my
reading time for other Scandinavian authors in the future. Good but not great.
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