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coz-en (kuz-uhn)
verb

1. trick or deceive.

* obtain by deception.

She was named most appropriately.

Cozen Taylor has more than earned her place as one of North America' s most successful thieves. Her name
iswhispered amongst criminal elite as the go-to thief when someone needs a heist.

She has never failed.

A call from the Miami-based Astor family could change al that with ajob that seems almost impossibleto
complete. The mark should be simple—a stolen family heirloom, the man who has kept it hidden for over
twenty years, and six months to return the piece to its rightful owners,

Nothing is ever that easy.

Three-hundred million for a successful heist. No smart thief would turn the offer down. Cozen didn’t expect
acomplication like him to put akink in her plans, though. Sargon Makri—tall, dark, gorgeous, and entirely
dangerous. For her life, her heart, and for the success of the heist.

The last thing Cozen needs to be thinking about is Sargon, and how she can get him into her bed ...
especially when he just happens to be her mark’s bodyguard. The thrill of the job has never been more
addicting to Cozen, and she will risk everything to make the heist a success.

But at what cost?

* k%

From author Bethany-Kris comes a whole new world. A North American network full of criminals battling
to stay on top, and painting the streets red in war as they dabble in the game of betrayal. Malicious, cunning,
forbidden, and violent—welcome to The Empires and Badlands.
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Elizabeth says

“You likeit rough, beautiful girl?"

Cozen is an action-packed suspense romance centered around a dangerous heist. Cozen Taylor has been
hired by the wealthy Astor family to steal back a family heirloom. Cozen has been athief for years and has
never had a problem infiltrating a situation and getting what she wantsin order to get the job done. While she
tries to seduce a dangerous man in order to get the Astor's property back she is overcome with a need for her
victim's bodyguard Sargon Makri. Sargon isinstantly drawn to Cozen and as the timeisticking by the stakes
are high for Cozen to get what she needs and find the courage to stay away from Sargon. Despite her best
efforts, Cozen and Sargon can't keep their hands off of each other. Does Cozen have what it takes to fulfill
her job for the Astors and be able to keep the man of her dreams?

“I think you made mefall in love with you.”

Overal, Cozen is a passionately charged story with complex characters and a very twisted plot. There were
many twists and turns and with a huge surprise at the end, this read certainly kept me on the edge of my seat
the entire read. Bethany-Kris has quickly become one of my go-to authors when | am in the mood for some
great action and suspense (and of course smoking hot steam). | highly recommend Cozen to anyone who
enjoys a spunky heroine paired with one hot apha male. The connection between the two was off the charts
and | thoroughly enjoyed spending time in their world!

*AUDIBLE ARC gracioudly provided in exchange for an honest review!

For morereviews/reveals/giveaways visit:

Snow says

color meintrigued...
And | ve been surprised once again...

Bethany-Kris brought a new meaning to the word romantic suspense as she delivered an intricatingly
puzzled plotline with continuous intensity of thrilling expectation of what's to come next.

And especialy the ending, that actually surprised me the most but one other thing left me a bit displeased is
the way with a certain situation in the plot was handled and pretty much just left hanging there...for readers
to either pick up on it and dwell on the various possiblities of a closure of some kind, or just move on and
leaveit at that...
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Anyway, | loved this quite unusua venture Bethany took with this story of Cosen, ayoung but very
productive and infamous thief...and the heist of alifetime...that would be the last she pulled...but what we
encounter is atwist of emotional, thrilling vertigo of action and suspense where we think we see the true
ways of work in progress, when in fact, we have been misled and fooled by by the acts of deception, from the
very beginning.

*** ARC generoudly provided by the author in exchange for an honest review***

London Miller says

Cozen is not my first book by BK, nor my fifteenth, or twentieth, or even twenty-fifth—you get where I'm
going with this. So after reading so many books by her, it's safe to say that I've come to expect certain things
from her. It's never a question of whether or not I'm going to love a book she's written—I alwaysgoin
expecting to love it—but whether or not she cane still surprise me.

Whether the book will stand out in a sea of amazing books she's written already.

| can say, without a doubt, that Cozen is unlike anything Bethany-Kris has written before. The attention to
detail is spot on, the way she so effortlessly weaves ataleis great, and how she can even leave ME guessing
(considering | can usually guess where abook is going during the first chapter, hazards of the job, I'm afraid)
isjust miraculous at this point.

Cozen is not your traditional love story. Nor isit your traditiona heist story. It takes the best elements of
both and merges them together until the result is unlike anything you could have ever imagined.

And trust me, you won't see the ending coming. Y ou really won't.

While Cozen introduces an entirely new world and brand new faces, (Looking at you Fourth), everyone
involvesfeels asif you know them. Asif they're old friends. They make you want to learn more about them.
Y o want to see the world through their eyes.

Favorite new addition to Bk's cast of remarkable characters is the matriarch of the Astor family. There's
nothing like a strong female lead that makes me want to kick back and read forever, even if that means
putting off work for alittle while. Pearl Astor is not your average grandmother, nor is she like any head of an
organized crime family that |'ve ever met. She's someone to respect or suffer the consequences, and God help
the poor soul that crosses her. It won't be pretty for them. If BK decided to just write a book based on her, I'd
beall for it.

But Astor family aside, our two main characters, Sargon (don't call him Sarge) and Cozen are definitely
worthy of each other. Seeing their interactions and feeling the tension between them made the story worth
while. In occupations like theirs, it's hard to find someone that you just immediately connect with, but these
two did.

They just fit.
They were undeniable.

Without giving too much away, | loved this book, this unconventional romance between two people that only
BK could write and make absolutely flawless.
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**|_ondon Miller Approved**

Natalie The Biblioholic says

Check out the Blog Tour + Giveaway

I think thiswill be the simplest review I’ ve ever written for abook I’ ve read by Bethany-Kris. If you haven't
read anything of hers before, thisis a perfect example of her exemplary prose and a wise choice to get your
feet wet with. And if you're amegafan like me, you'll love how seemingly flawless her segue from mafia
romance to plain old romantic suspenseis.

Cozen isathief looking for her last job and it happensto land in her lap at just the right time. Her skills are
highly sought after because she doesn't just steal what you’ re looking for. There' s no smash-and-grab. She
has the unique ability to insert herself into her target’ s life, identify the mark, take the mark, and exit without
anyone being the wiser. Perfect. And her tactics should have worked just as effortlessly as ever before except
for one snag - an irresistible man named Sar gon. While trying to seduce her target, she was also seducing
him, and from first sight, she was seduced by him. And it was sexy, incredibly hot, and absolutely beautiful.

| loved so much about this story and | wish it didn't have to end. | loved Sargon’s frustration over Cozen's
pretense. | loved how Cozen couldn’t help herself when it cameto Sargon. And | loved the twists and turns
that this author fed me right up until the end. | admit that | was pleasantly surprised that | was intentionally

left in the dark about so much and yet | felt that the surprises only validated how much | loved these
characters.

Release: 06.04.2018 | Genr e: Romantic Suspense | Dual POV - 3rd person | Heat: 4 | Standalone
All views expressed are my own. 100% honest. 100% of the time!!

000 ARC provided in exchange for an honest review [0

O Blogger[ |0 Facebookd |d Twitterd | Instagramd | Pinterest

Deannall Pink Lady[ ? says

5“Eye Opening” Stars

A thief - aheist -and Bethany-Kris's mind and words. A departure from the Mafiaworld but such a pleasant
surprise.

Cozen, afemalethief, isavery methodical thief. She gets the job done while no one ever knowing what
she’ sdone. So when the Astor family needs a job done quietly, Cozen is asked. A job to end al jobs until
Sargon Makri comes between her and the job. A job that involves another man, Jett Griffin, his bodyguard
Sargon, and the ruby ring that he has that belongs to the family who hired Cozen. An interesting dynamicin
play between Cozen and Sargon, Cozen and Jett and Sargon and his boss Jett.

Cozen and Sargon have a cat and mouse relationship. And boy isit off the chart hot. Their chemistry is
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undeniable but Cozen isworking and working does not involves relationships with men outside of her mark.
But their banter, their intensity and the dangerous game they are playing with one another is addicting. This
triangle..... Cozen, Jett and Sargon, is not atrue triangle. While the three are involved with one another, the
only meaningful connection is Cozen and Sargon.

| loved the story and | loved the ending, it was nothing like | was expecting. Who knew a story about a thief
could be so freaking hot, sassy and wickedly diabolical.....Cozen isamust read!!!

*advanced copy provided by Indiesage PR in exchange for an honest review*

Carla Bulian says

Vaealeitura

Bethany-Kris says

Releasing June 4th.

From author Bethany-Kris comes awhole new world. A North American network full of criminals battling
to stay on top, and painting the streets red in war as they dabble in the game of betrayal. Malicious, cunning,
forbidden, and violent—welcome to The Empires and Badlands.

O*0*0 Now Livel O*0O*0

Amazon US: https.//famzn.to/2roGO2J
Amazon UK: https.//amzn.to/2FPP40F
Amazon CA: https://amzn.to/2ruSFMT
Amazon AUS: https://amzn.to/2KsNXb3
iTunes: https://apple.co/2HY um0B
Kobo: https://bit.ly/2robsds

B&N: https://bit.ly/2HXCP4I

Jemima says

It's hard to find a book written by Bethany-Kristhat | haven't enjoyed reading.l'm not ashamed to say that
I've devoured every book written by this talented author. | was fortunate enough to have beta read this book.
With no synopsis to go with, only thetitle...it's suffice to say, | was a ball of excitement and fear.

Cozen was and still is a page turner.From the very first chapter,this book captures the readers, it takes you on
awhirlwind adventure of suspense, intrigue, romance, out of thisworld chemistry between two characters
that isintense and forbidden.
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Cozen, the character, isabadass! | loved her fearlessness, her confidence and her subtle ways that creates a
typhoon of impact.

Honestly speaking,| was throughly satisfied with the book but the piece de la resistance was the ending. |
literally screamed when | read the end!

Without giving much away, | must insist you give this book atry!Highly recommend it!

For more ...
WWW.jemimajamir.com

Paganalexandria says

The Good:
1. The heroine being a master thief made her a standout in romancelandia. She is a beautiful chameleon able
to transform for every scenario.

2. The sex scenes are super hot.

3. The side characters are exceptiona . Though this a standalone, I'm very interested to see many of themin a
spinoff.

TheBad:
1. I never connected with the male lead. He never made sense to me, in relation to the caper the heroine was

trying to pull off. I liked the foil more than him.

2. Theending filled in alot of plot holes, but not all.

Final Thoughts:
| liked, but didn't love this. It was more than okay, but not up to the level this writer usually takes me.

Carlenelnspired says

For this and other reviews visit Carlene Inspired.

| am obsessed with Cozen, in fact I've already read it twice. Okay, | redlly read it twice dueto that
ending...that ending that | never saw coming! That's right, Bethany-Kris has given us an unpredictable crime
romance that's entirely unique. The heroineis an incredibly successful thief, except this heist is proving to be
most difficult. Cozen's nameis so clever that even those she is swindling do not realize it is she and beyond
those in her inner circle, no one is aware of the numerous heists she has pulled off. Thisjob though, it's for
the Astors, afamily you don't want to be up against and six months may not be enough time to pull it off,
especialy with adistraction like Sargon around. He's her mark's bodyguard, he's just another part of the jab,
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except he'snot, he'swhat isreally filling her mind and her bed.
"All dark, and sinful. Like his eyes. Like histaste. Like him."

Clever, sassy, and beautiful are the words an outside would think of when first meeting Cozen. While she's
smiling at them she's also analyzing them, pulling information from them and judging when the most
opportune time will be to take from them. She's sneaky and deceitful, wielding her charm and beauty like a
weapon, her bank account growing with each heist she pulls off. She's an incredibly interesting character and
her perspectiveis one of my favorites, and I've loved every book and character Bethany-Kris has ever given
us. Then there's Sargon, a handsome, equally as clever man who sees everything and never settlesin one
place too long. He's her marks bodyguard, but his real threat is the power he has over her when it comes to
her emotions. These two have epic chemistry, their push and pull affair so lust-driven that it makes them
forget what they are each there for.

"Shewas a siren. Her song sung just for him."

Cozen in aless action packed crime novel from Bethany-Kris and | actually really enjoyed that for once it
wasn't all guns and blood, but rather mind games, lying, and sneaking around. We aren't given alot of
background on this underground world of crime and money, but | can suretell you | am interested in
knowing more now. Cozen isjust one of many thieves, though she isthe only one we meet. The Astor family
and their distrustful ways just amped the tension up even higher, making Cozen act out of character and
making me sincerely worry that she wouldn't succeed in getting the job done. The crime itself isn't a sizeable
one, but it's the nature of the crime that makes this novel suspenseful. Nothing about Cozen is atraditional
crime or romance novel and that made it even more engaging for me. | loved the fresh story and of course, |
loved that it is a Bethany-Kris novel. Cozen is a standalone and comes highly recommended from mel!

ARC provided

SM. West says

5STARS

Bethany-Krisis one of my fav authors. | will read anything and everything she writes. I've got crushes on
many a heroine and serious love for a handful of her heroes...or actually, | should say, my heroes ;) Hal

She's my Mafia Romance Queen, but hang on asec... thisisn't amafia story. Cozen is something completely
different. Some might say, BK took a chance, straying from her dynamite trademark underworld of La Cosa
Nostra, but | beg to differ. Thislady can write. Her proseis exquisite, poetic and moving. Her stories not
only ensnare you in whatever world she's created, she's sure to always surprise you.

| was beyond giddy when | heard she was writing a heist novel. And let metell you, hold onto your horses!
Cozen is spectacular.

This new world she has created was captivating, high-octane and | loved every word. | couldn't get enough.
Unlike anything she has ever written before. | can't even talk about the story because | don't want to spail

one delicious moment of it.

I highly recommend this book. Y ou must read Cozen!!
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*| voluntarily read this ARC*

For morereviews and blog posts.

Kay's Blushing Book Reviews says

Cozen by Bethany-Kris—

GENRE: Dark Romance/Suspense
NARRATION: Narrative
BOOK DETAILS: Standalone in The Empires and Badlands Series

THE STORY:

Asthe most successful and discreet thief in North America Cozenis hired to steal back afamily jewel that
was taken from the Astor family. The man that holds this jewel is awealthy and powerful man in the
crimina world, her mission is dangerous, and she must slowly and cleverly infiltrate herself into the marks
life.

Sargon works security detail for Cozens mark He is hired to watch her every move but quickly becomes a
distraction for Cozen and when things become unprofessional Cozen must take extrarisks to make her heist
successful but is she willing to risk her heart.?

MY THOUGHTS:

Bethany-Kris sure knows how to build the suspense and anticipation in astory! | love her unique characters
and tension filled storyline.

Cozen and Sargon's connection is epic, their chemistry off the charts and add a hint of danger to the mix and
you have yourself one hot forbidden love affair.

| like that the heroine in this story is a strong, independent character and loved that Cozen was the anti-
heroine as such.

Sargon is dark and suspenseful, | loved how protective he become with Cozen even though she could more
than hold her own.

| did not see the twist coming in the end of the book and it is one hell of an ending!

* An ARC was kindly provided in exchange for an honest review.*

MY RATINGS: (All ratings are out of 5)
HEROINE RATING:5

HERO RATING: 5

BLUSH RATING: 4

ROMANCE RATING: 3.5
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PLOT RATING: 4
OVERALL: 4 Blushing Stars

Narrated by: Connor Goff
Length: 7hrs and 58 mins

Connor Goff isanew narrator for me, | found his female narration really good, he has a great tone and
matched well with his characters

NARRATOR’S PERFORMANCE 4/5
NARRATOR'SMATCHED TO CHARACTERS5/5
OVERALL AUDIO RATING 45/5

Audio copy can be purchased from Audible
https://www.audible.com/pd/Cozen-Audi...

Liked my review? Follow my Blog or join me on Facebook for more reviews, Giveaways, Freebies and
new release updates

Facebook

Website/blog

Twitter

Instagram

Selene says

A professional heister on assignment only has one target.

She wasthe spider. Jett wasthefly.
Cozen would keep spinning her web, and hoped it would catch him.

What twenty-five year-old Cozen Taylor doesn't count on is Sargon Makri’ s magnetic pull.

? Thisis a standal one book with lots of steam and atiny bit of action. | loved the pacing and the never-saw-
that-coming twist, but the dual POV s seemed too much alike in voice at times, and | would’ ve loved more
depth regarding the criminal underground for which Cozen and Zander Everston was a part of. Overal, this

was an okay read.

*Read and reviewed an unreleased copy of this book.

Alex ? says

Cool heroine, liked her alot.
| read till about 35% and came back to reviews, | wanted to know the twist! My fault, | looked up in the
epilogue and it shocked me. Nothing spoke for such turn of events. | felt somehow cheated. | flove agoos
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twist, but this one was too weird and without much explanation.
So, | won't rateit. Otherwise solid 4 stars!

Bev says

3.25 stars

It's no secret | absolutely adore anything Bethany Kris writes, and when a new book hits my kindle | drop
everything to inhale her newest work. | was super excited for Cozen, a break away from her mafia families
(which have become some of my favourite books ever) and an intro into the world of the Astors.

Whilst | loved thelittle | got to know of Cozen and Sargon, | felt that there was alot held back duein the
main to the big plot twist very late on in the book. Both charactersintrigued me greatly and | really wanted
to know what made them into the people they are now - thisis one book where afew flashbacks would have
been so appreciated. Perhaps if that twist at 91% had come earlier there would have been more opportunity
to give us more detail on the characters, their pasts and all the whys and wherefores. I'm a details whore and

| needed them to feel | was getting the full story. For the first timein along, long time | felt asthough | knew
aslittle of the characters at the end of the book as | did when | started it.
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