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Guide dog trainer Lenae McIntyre left the high-speed world of television news writing behind, and now she
helps other visually impaired people adjust to life with their canine companions. She teaches her students and
their dogs to trust each other, but a past betrayal and the determination to be self-sufficient and independent
keep her from trusting her heart to see love.

Cara Bradley compensates for her family’s shallow celebrity lifestyle by devoting her life to helping others,
while keeping to the background. She reluctantly commits to a year of puppy walking a four-legged
whirlwind named Pickwick so she can film regular segments for a local news program while helping
promote the McIntyre Training Center, but she is unprepared for the changes that the driven and aloof Lenae
will bring to her life.

Blindsided by love, can Lenae and Cara learn to trust and guide each other toward a new vision for their
future?
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From Reader Review Blindsided for online ebook

Lexxi Kitty says

My first book by this author. Let me see if I can do the math this time: fourth book that involved a blind
main character, third that was a romance, second that involved lesbians.

This book, like the one I read the night before, follows two point of views. One involving a sighted person,
one involving a blind person, though unlike the previous book, this blind person had been blind since birth.

Lenae McIntyre had been a news writer back in New York, but several events pushed her away from that
lifestyle. And toward one where she felt she could help others in a different way - by putting together a guide
dog training center.

Cara Bradley is from a long line of performers. She was thrust into acting before she could even act. The
only time her parents seem to direct affection in her direction seems to be when cameras are rolling and
filming them. She also feels the need to help others, and uses her background to be a host of her own show
on public television. Interviewing people doing things like Lenae does - training guide dogs for the blind.

One thing leads to another, and Cara ends up with a puppy from the center. She'll be a puppy-walker,
someone who helps train dogs for their guide life by familiarizing puppies with the world around them, and
getting them ready for the next step wherein they would begin to train. So, despite the idea she would meet
Lenae once and then be out of her life for good, taking on the responsibility of being a puppy-walker will
force Cara and Lenae to interact for a year or more. Which helps both overcome their individual barriers they
had built up over the years.

I liked the book. I seem to end up saying things like "good solid book" and leaving it at that, but I'm not
really sure what else to say. The scene on the plane with the puppy was interesting. The sighted person
wearing a blindfold and being guided by a dog out in actual streets with live traffic was neat. The main
conflict point seemed to be, yet again, deeply connected to communication, or lack of communication. Well,
in this case, assumptions made and then not adequately communicating when those wrong assumptions were
made.

Natsu says

The mixture of initial antagonism, then deeper understanding of each other's personality, and guide dog stuff
made for an entertaining read. Although, I would have loved it more if Cara's parents got a talking to or got
slapped with something... :)

Anne says

If you’re a “show, don’t tell” kind of person, Blindsided is not for you. This story leaves little to the
imagination. I lost count of how many times the author explained why Lenae and Cara are the way they are.
Judging only by the characters, I’m sure that this book would make a better impression under the "new adult"
category, with different situations and, of course, younger MCs.
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Media personality Cara, with that need to please her parents, sometimes sounds like an emo teenager. She’s
so full of self-doubt; I had a hard time picturing her as a journalist and/or a teacher. Not to mention that her
insecurities are cliché and annoying. Oh, the burden of being gorgeous!

“I don’t have any special abilities like you do. I spend my life sharing stories about people
who use their time and talent to help others, but I don’t do anything of my own.” – Cara

As a visually impaired woman who cherishes her independence, guide dog trainer Lenae is slightly more
interesting than Cara, but I expected more from her: more depth, maybe a bit of angst or attitudes that evoke
mixed emotions... She doesn’t want to be seen as weak or helpless, but her supposed stubbornness gets old
really fast. I liked her kind of humor, but it was not enough to keep me interested. Unfortunately, her
relationship with Cara walked in circles for much longer than I was willing to wait.

*ARC provided by Bold Strokes Books via NetGalley.*

Tara says

I was a little nervous going into this one because I didn't really like the author's last book. I really enjoyed
this one, although not as much as Harmony or Improvisation. I liked seeing each of the main characters work
through their personal issues, and the dogs were great characters too. Sweet, satisfying ending. I'll be sure to
check out her next book.

Ayse says

I enjoyed it more than Karis Walsh's other book that I read recently but something about it didn't connect
with me. I liked the characters and their interaction, especially about the blindness. But the transitions in
their relationship were not very well developed. There was no real buildup of their interest in one another, it
happened fairly organically without much discussion. Which is fine in real life but felt underdeveloped in a
story. Still worth a read for the dog training parts.

D. Leigh says

Another great read from Karis Walsh. Actually a great listen. I bought this one in audiobook. Good narration,
and a great story involving a blind-from-birth character and a sighted character whose career was all about
appearances. Very interesting combination and great contrasting points of view.

Luce says

3.5 Stars A "re-read" this time the audiobook. Rounded up to 4 stars.
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I think I liked the audio version slightly more than when I read it. Added 0.5 stars for Narrator Betsy Zajko
who does a fine job. She chose not to give the two main characters vastly different voices. Which worked
pretty well.

If you love dogs, you'll love this book. If you love when the MCs assume what the other wants instead of
having a discussion, you'll love this book. The requisite angst before the HEA.

Justina Johnson says

I was entranced, startled, and had my heart stolen, all by the puppies and the guide dogs! Most of the story
takes place in Washington State’s Puget Sound region and I rather fell in love with that part of world, too,
along with the puppies. Additionally, the women are pretty amazing, but the animals unequivocally stole the
show when they were front and center. Furthermore, I was thrilled to learn so much about what it takes to
bring an initially suitable puppy right up to guide dog status...it is a multi-year operation and commitment by
the training facility and a host of volunteers. Impressive!

Lenae McIntyre has been vision impaired since birth. That is a very different scenario than for someone who
loses their eyesight later in life, but either way it is an on-going and never to be forgotten element in the life
of someone who doesn't have their eyes to assist them in all the things that life throws at anyone. Her
relationship to her guide dog, Baxter, is just a miracle to behold. She, herself, is pretty darn special, too, but
with all manner of curious personality adaptations along with some very impressive skills. She made a major
life decision that turned her work world completely upside down and eventually required her to seek
additional assistance pretty much counter to her core lifestyle. The world really needs to bring itself up to
speed about how many assumptions and miscues it makes when dealing with vision impaired individuals.
Along with a fascinating story and growing love affair, I hope that message makes it out to world too.
Incredible!

Cara Bradley is the youngest child from a very talented, fairly famous acting family. This life situation has
molded and formed her style, desires, and rebellions from very early on. She battles with a sense of
inadequacy, a desire to make a difference, and a bottomless need for her parents to just love and support her.
If only there were a parallel training facility for her like the guide dog operation that could smooth away her
sense of inadequacy, let her feel loved, and see that some folks are honest, true, and caring. I rooted for Cara
although she looked as though she had been pretty thoroughly convinced herself there were no silver linings
in this world. She really doesn't know what hits her when she interviews Lenae McIntyre for her “Around the
Sound” public television show. Astounding!

This was simply a thoroughly enjoyable and eye-opening book. Although I truly enjoyed the hot goings-on
in the bedroom scenes, they were icing on the cake. The trials and tribulations that face our leading ladies
were definitely delightful side jaunts, while the wondrous elements associated with the fabulous puppies,
guide dogs, and all the elements of the training facility swept me off my feet. I hope everybody on the planet
reads this book and enjoys the incredible journey of all the characters, but especially the ones the animals
take. Superlative!

NOTE: This book was provided by Bold Strokes Books for the purpose of a review on Rainbow Book
Reviews.
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Sarah says

Got an advance copy from netgalley for an honest review.

I loved reading this book, the dogs were just amazing and so were the two main characters. It takes a lot to
train a dog, it takes even more to train a dog to lead the blind. Finding a right fit takes skill and it’s that kind
of skill that Lenae has. Being betrayed before has made her a little skittish when Cara comes into her life.
She doesn't trust her and thinks that Cara is just trying to use her to get ahead in her career. It takes a while
for Lenae to see the person underneath and realizes that Cara loves her job but is not willing to use people
like the rest of her family does.

Cara’s connection with Pickwick made me laugh. She could have easily given up and returned him but she
stuck through and gave him to his permanent owner. It was a sad graduation day but it was also happy and
fulfilling. In the end Cara still has Lenae and Baxter to keep her life fulfilled and entertained. I have no
problem recommending this book, if you love dogs and a whirlwind romance then this is the book for you.

Anne says

Great book

Love story yes. Sassy moments yes. Dogs... oh yes! But this book, is more than that, the message the author
convey is important. Wether to teach you not to belittle individuals to connecting with your surroundings to
give a chance and not judge. This was a beautiful story and a nice surprise! I didn't expect this powerful of a
story. Great book, well done and I look forward to your next book Karis Walsh.

Dena Hankins says

Walking a character through real personal growth is a real achievement. Cara starts the book in a bad place,
disrespecting the very skills that make her good at her job. She can't value her contribution and she can't stop
doing the work. I admire the way Walsh wrote her coming to a more adult and stronger self-image.

Lenae struggles with something I'm more familiar with - such a strong and independent presentation that it
can get in the way of engaging with people and allowing vulnerability. I like that she was able to resolve this
without having to be weakened in any way, just opened up.

I like more detailed, lavish sex scenes, but these did the job of letting you know that they were physically
into each other.

The emotional high point for me, though, wasn't part of the love story. (view spoiler)

In the end, a good read, emotionally satisfying, with a believable HEA.
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Inkmarks Emptydreams says

https://inkmarksonemptydreams.com/201...

Lenae McIntyre is a visually impaired woman who happens to love women and she is a dog trainer now,
running her Dog training center in a small town trying to help other visually impaired people to find a
companion for life after she was in such a program and found Baxter, her labrador. She used to work as a
feature writer for the Nation’s News Network, but she left the media world full of betrails and back stabbs,
especially coming from her former lover Traci. She’s bold, strong, beautiful, intelligent, yet not reading
people quite well. She just wants to run her center, helped by Des, but she needs some funding to maker her
five years plan for the center work, so she needs a local tv show for some publicity, more clients, puppy
walkers and perhaps a sponsor, yet still she secretly searches for love or at least she has to face the attraction
she can’t deny nor forget.

Cara Bradley is a local reporter of a beautiful charity show that promotes special cases of people which make
this world a better place, called „Around the sound” and teaches a great course at the University about how
much family roots influences one’s character.. She wants to stay in the background and to promote these
wonderful people, because she wants to make a difference. She’s a beautiful woman and has everything her
heart desires as a member of the Bradley family with a shallow celebrity lifestyle, her mother is a famous
actress, her father a national known reporter and her brother Richard a famous script writer and actor. He
seemed to have escaped easily his parents’ expectations of fame and followed his talent, somehow siding
Cara, who was never as good enough as him and although, she played in commercials before she could walk
and tried to pleased her parents by searching fame, yet they never understood Cara nor her real talent, being
beautiful yet bringing other gifted and philantropists in front of the camera. She was betrayed by a number of
women who only dated her for her family’s fame and favors. She wanted to please her public, but she didn’t
wanted to be like her fame hungry parents, nor use people in the search of it.

They met when Cara wants to make a tv show about Lenae’s dog center and their characters collide at first,
yet afterwards they manage to know each other and understand characters, talents and flaws. They fall for
each other without knowing when filming Lenae’s center, Cara’s blindfolded puppy walking Toby and
knowing Baxter, Lenae’s dog. Cara finds Lenae sophisticated and very much attractive through her boldness
and straightforwardness, yet Lenae belives Cara is using this local show to find a national job, especially
when Cara’s father calls Lenae and says he will support through a grant and a nationwide show her center all
at Cara’s suggestion. Of course, it’s not true, it’s all his idea for his daughter to find fame at the national
network he works for in NY, yet he manages to make Cara become a puppy walker for a year with puppy
labrador Pickwick at Lenae’s side and perform a show at his network.

Lenae is dissapointed , yet she slowly falls for Cara’s hear, soul, voice and heart. She doesn’t want to be an
obstacle in Cara’s on air personna’s rise, yet she’s hurt that Cara may have used her for fame especially after
their passionate, heartfelt lovemaking in New Yoor after the show and karaoke’s night out.

„Cara’s touch was different. Respectful and minimal, although it generated a sensation of heat along Lenae’s
collarbone and against her belly when Cara clipped the equipment in place. Cara was dangerous. She seemed
to know how to use her voice to seduce and charm. She left a trail of electricity everywhere her skimming
fingers touched. She even had Baxter enamored of her. But she was still dangerous. She could lead Lenae to
believe everything she said. She had already stirred up Lenae’s arousal until she compliantly let Cara take
charge of the mic even though Lenae had used one before and could have wired herself up in less time.
Every place where Lenae had the potential to be weak, Cara was strong.”

Cara knows she’s in love with Lenae from the moment she asked her students to help in cleaning Lenae’s
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center, paint the fence and making an aromatic plants’ basket for Lenae, she loves Pickwick and training him
and having him in her life and Lenae is sophisticated and attractive in the most beautiful way Cara has ever
know, she loves the way Lenae understood her intimate thoughts, her real self and her on air personna and
her Channel is intoxicating. Their lovemaking is wonderful after the show in New York and Cara’s karaoke
night out.

They are transfixed by love and charity and somehow loves finds a way to sidetrack Cara’s bad family’s
values and life happily ever after.

„“I’ve wanted to kiss you for a long time, but I expected it to be kind of wild. Like the surface of the ocean
during a storm. Not…”

“Not a deep, strong current.” Lenae finished her sentence.”

Alealea says

Hmm I don't know why I'm still trying Karis Walsh books. Maybe because they are mostly easy to read I
guess. The writing is fluid and engaging.

I felt a bit sad and totally annoyed when the two main meets and yep here it goes again insta lust. Even if it
was a slow romance in the end, at the moment I was pissed.

But the issues are also similar.
Really ? Are all her books like that ? Gorgeous befautiful people with trust issues, isolated and masked ?

The only somewhat ok part is that this book adresses some questions on disability and validism. It could
have more depth but it's better than most.

Velvet Lounger says

Karis Walsh always comes up with charming Traditional Romances with interesting characters who have
slightly unusual quirks. ??In this one Lenae is cut off, after being used by her last girlfriend, and Walsh uses
the characters blindness as a great tool to reflect her fierce independence and determination to literally “walk
alone” - dependent only on the faithful seeing-eye companion dog Baxter.

Cara, on the other hand, ‘has it all’ beautiful, talented, rich, famous - and hollow. Cara is is blind to the gifts
she has to offer and sees only the beauty which is skin deep and the failure to match up to her parents
expectations. Between them the make a charming whole, reflecting and reinforcing each other, supporting
each others weakness.

The plot is straightforward but well done. The supporting cast, mainly made up of dogs, add fun and colour.
The subject seems well researched as always and the plot, themes and characters have a cohesion which
makes their lives and tales believable without becoming mundane.

I always enjoy Karis Walsh’s books. This one is a light, easy read, enjoyable and entertaining.
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Anja says

I really liked this story. It takes you into the world of training dogs for the blind. It was a great well-
developed plot and great character development. The connection between Cara and Lenae is nicely
developed with their mutual trust issues and independence. There is always more than meets the eye (visual),
and the book goes on a journey using all 5 senses (touch, sound, smell, taste). Good job ;) I'd say 4,5 stars ;)


