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Set largely in locations near the French Riviera, these eleven short stories depict the harsh redlities of life for
the less-privileged inhabitants of this very privileged region. Distinguished French writer J. M. G. Le Clézio
lends his voice to the dispossessed and explores his familiar themes of alienation, immigration, poverty,
violence, indifference, the loss of beauty, and the betrayal of innocence.

In one story an adolescent girl encounters the violence of a gang of masked bikersin a hostile and desolate
housing project. In others a man stands by helplessly as a place of great beauty and deep childhood memory
issdowly consumed and destroyed by a quickly developing city, anillegal immigrant desperate for work
finds himself the prisoner of aring trafficking in human beings, and two girlsrisk everything by running
away from home and their dead-end factory jobsin search of a more meaningful life. At once tragic and
evocative, these engrossing and beautifully crafted stories touch upon the loss of human valuesin arapidly
changing world.
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Rafael says

It took me awhileto get used to Le Clézio's highly descriptive writing, but | ended up enjoying it. His
writing is like those cameras that film in slow motion, but in this case, instead of fast-paced scenes, the
reader ends up with slow-motion ones. Do not take me wrong; that is exactly the beauty of the several short
stories in the book, all of which are daily facts that could happen to any regular person. The fact that it is
composed of severa storiesis also asmart call, due to the fact that it gives some rhythm to the book. All in
all, afour out of five.

Ehab says
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Jesse K says

Thiswas definitely one of Le Clezio's less chipper books. His older more experimental stuff was technically
more bleak, but the grandiose nature of the prose and tack of specificity kind of made up for it. His other less
experimental work that | read, Desert, wasn't exactly a barrel of Monkeys either, but the ultimately downbeat
nature of it was compensated for by the beautiful layering done over the course of the relatively long
narrative. With each story here being pretty much a pisser and between 10 and 30 pages, there wasn't really
much to it beyond the downbeat. That said, it was still pretty amazing. At the same time, it would probably
make for a bad starter book.
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L eonija says

| read thisin Latvian. Great hovel collection. | think thisis for adults since some of the novels aretruly hard
to understand..

James Smith says

Cormac McCarthy-esque, but on the Shores of the Mediterranean.

Mohamed Elshawaf says
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Ricardo Munguia says

Un libro de cuentos. Las historias agui contadas, aungue son de diversos temas, comparten una caracteristica
gue le dé cohesién al libro. Todos son relatos crudos en donde se expone la parte més cruel de la naturaleza
humana. Violaciones, muertes violentas, deshumanizacion mediante trabajo forzado o trata de blancas,
alteraciones producto de una modernizacion de laviday los rapidos cambios de nuestros tiempos. Sin
embargo, dentro de toda la crudeza plasmada dentro de | os rel atos nos topamos con descripciones hermosas
sobre lalibertad, la naturaleza, la memoriay la nostalgia que le dan cierto balance a los acontecimientos
narrados.

Lo cierto es que |l as descripciones, que van de un polo a otro, tienen un aire excesivamente romantico, para
bien o paramal que puede llegar aestar en o cursi, son muy melodramaticasy por momentos en vez de
potenciar € relato, 1o cubren de una capa que hace que €l lector tome distancia de lo ocurrido, en vez de
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sumergirloen el.

Sin embargo, creo que este libro es un de los mejores que e leido del autor, 1o recomiendo para aquellos que
buscan historias crudasy llenas de nostalgia sin querer sumergirse en una novela. Creo que es mas
disfrutable si selee de poco en poco, dejando pasar un tiempo entre cuento y cuento, ya que si seleetodo de
golpe, lanarracion pierde frescuray puede resultar aburrida.

Marcelo L ee says

Um livro sobre sofrimento. Mas ndo o sofrer mimimi dostipos "ele ndo gosta de mim", "estou triste e ndo sei
porque’ ou ainda " por que eu existo?? oh que sofrimento!”, é o sofrimento sentido na pele. Basicamente as
desventuras dos personagens desta colegdo de contos sdo: estupro (talvez mais de um), morte por
atropelamento, uma crianca ter que aprender aroubar praviver, amarrar uma pedra gelada na barriga pra ndo
morrer de fome no meio de uma fuga na montanha, dar aluz sozinha num trailer sujo ao lado de um
cachorro.

No entanto o sofrer ndo € completamente gratuito, de alguma forma ou outra os personagens encontram
algum tipo de alivio ou libertacdo, que namaioria das vezes se da naforma de algum tipo de aceitacdo da
condic&o.

A colecdo de historias é um tanto quanto inconstante.. o clima pesado e seco que o autor impdes certas vezes
funciona e outras se torna um macante, mas no geral ganha o tema e coesdo do livro: sobre destituidos
vivendo as margens da sociedade francesa mas observando bem de perto a suariqueza.

L isajean says

| read this after Le Clezio won the Nobel Prize in 2008, but | kind of wish | hadn't because it's so depressing
and some of its violent images are still burned into my brain. This collection of short storiesis a good,
characteristic introduction to hiswork. They are mostly set in the French Rivieraand focus on the clash
between human values and modernity, showing the indifference of technological progress to the suffering of
the poor, often immigrants. The stories are powerful and well-written. Apparently his later work is more
personal and less depressing, but | haven't felt brave enough to give Le Clezio a second chance. | would
recommend him to anyone who feels like they are too happy and also to people who hate technology and
love good writing.
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Mohamed Yasser says

P27 D272 D7 707070 7 270 007 077070 777 D707 0707070777 77 27272770 77?777

Robert says

One issue that arises in association with Nobel Prize winnersis the reappearance of early volumes long out
of print. That's the case with my local library's acquisition of The Round and Other Cold Hard Facts by Jean-
Marie Gustave Le Clezio.
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This bleak collection of stories came out in 1982, early in Le Clezio's career. It is notable its varied
depictions of the sterility of the modern world, its sympathy for undeveloped characters, and its consistent
search for new ways to narrate disaster in the form of gang rape, exploitation, petty theft, and pseudo-
romantic suicide (the lover drives off the same cliff exactly one year after the beloved took her plunge.)

Thefact that Le Clezioisa"writer" isclear in his sinuous, repetitive, hypnotic, disturbing prose, but as his
career developed, he must have (1I'll try afew more of his books) begun to understand that his nihilistic
reductionism severely circumscribed his literary talent. If each and every story, like the onesin this volume,
is a prelude to amotorcycle accident or something similar, why write? To reiterate a hopel ess critique?
There's no path here within the characters or the story-lines and very little ambiguity, much lessirony.

Gilgamesh Nabeel says
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Mohmed Abd el salam says
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