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Desert Isands: And Other Texts, 1953-1974 Gilles Deleuze
A fascinating anthology of texts and interviewswritten over 20 year s by renowned French philosopher
Gilles Deleuze.

"One day, perhaps, this century will be Deleuzian," Michel Foucault once wrote. This book anthologizes 40
texts and interviews written over 20 years by renowned French philosopher Gilles Deleuze, who died in
1995. The early texts, from 1953-1966 (on Rousseau, Kafka, Jarry, etc.), belong to literary criticism and
announce Deleuze's last book, Critique and Clinic (1993). But philosophy clearly predominates in the rest of
the book, with sharp appraisals of the thinkers he always felt indebted to: Spinoza, Bergson. More surprising
is his acknowledgement of Jean-Paul Sartre as his master. "The new themes, a certain new style, a new
aggressive and polemical way of raising questions,” he wrote, "come from Sartre." But the figure of
Nietzsche remains by far the most seminal, and the presence throughout of his friends and close
collaborators, Felix Guattari and Michel Foucault. The book stops shortly after the publication of Anti-
Oedipus, and presents a kind of genealogy of Deleuze's thought as well as his attempt to leave philosophy
and connect it to the outside -- but, he cautions, as a philosopher.
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XDEAD ENDx says

Some of the earlier pieces reflecting on particular philosophers (Kant, Hume, Spinoza) didn't really resonate
with me (though the Bergson one did), but the latter half of this collection and a number of earlier writings (I
believe thisis chronologically earlier as well) were incredibly insightful into understanding Capitalism and
Schizophrenia. There are also wonderful conversations with and comments from Guattari, Foucault, and
Clastres.

Nalanda Buatong says

Charles says

Review published in SubStance 104 (2004): 153-155.

Alex " greatest” drizzle Kitchens" ever" says

Nietzsche, Spinoza, Hume, Bergson.

All of these guys get the treatment. | was reading this other book "The Anxiety of Influence" by Harold
Bloom. Ok this guy says French people can't do poetry because they're so literal. Alright well that sounds
incredibly judgmental but if they can't do poetry for that reason then they can damn well do philosophy
instead. If philosophy exists as G.D. saysin this book it'sto get at the direct and immediate experience of the
self. Thisisabook that places so many ideas into context. No one does a fraction of the job Deleuze doesin
philosophy because no one took the approach he took to doing it. The man took everyone on as himself and
attempted to tied everything into his own philosophy. Y ou can see that amost every idea he hasin this book
is brought out into the light in away it never was before. The image of thought, the event of philosophy, it
becomes something that offersitself as Eternal Recurrence and awakens again each moment.

Thisis highly recommended as an introduction to Gilles Delezue. It's also recommended for those who wish
they could read his entire bibliography but would never have the chance.

Yasemin ?ahin says

"Y asalar kendilerinden dnce gelen ve insanlar? glivence at?na alan kurumlar tizerinde de?il de do?rudan
insanlar Gzerinde uyguland??? zaman bask? ortaya ¢?kar."
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M .moor e says

It was okay..

Cary Aurand says

Thisisamust have for people who areinto Deleuze. A collection of short letters, essays and interviews, it
helpsfill the gaps.
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