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While researching why Freud failed to win a Nobel Prize at the Nobel Archivesin Sweden, a psychiatrist
makes an unusual discovery. Among the piles of papersin the 'Crackpot' file are letters addressed to the
executor of Alfred Nobel'swill, written by several notable Nobel laureates — including Rudyard Kipling and
Marie Curie — each offering an explanation of why and how Stonehenge was constructed. Diligent research
uncoversthat Alfred Nobel added a secret codicil to hiswill, aprize for the Nobel laureate who solves the
mystery of Stonehenge.

Weaving together awealth of primary sources — photos, letters, wills— The Stonehenge Letterstells the
tale of afascinating secret competition.

‘Thislittle novel isadelight from its first word to its last. The Sonehenge Lettersis by turns thoughtful,
whimsical, haunting and laugh-out-loud funny. Reading this book was like skating over the smoothest ice; |
was blissfully unaware of the transition from history to fiction and back again'

— Annabel Lyon, author of The Sweet Girl

'In hisalarmingly smart and dangerously absorbing Freud-tinged romance/detective story, Harry Karlinsky
deploys explosions, earthworms, radioactive particles and a passel of Nobel laureates to reinvent history in
the golden age of invention.'

— Zsuzsi Gartner, author of Better Living Through Plastic Explosives
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From Reader Review The Stonehenge L ettersfor online ebook

Nick The Lemming says

Interesting book, centred on the apparent semi-official Nobel prize for investigation into Stonehenge, the
purported theories concerning the edifice by Nobel winners, and the deliberations amongst the judges. Partly
biographical, partly academic discussion of Stonehenge, it's an interesting work, though it seemsin places
that the author wanted to write about Freud more than the actual subject, given the lengthy passages about
the psychologist throughout the book.

Lisa Bentley says

Have you ever wondered how Stonehenge happened to become Stonehenge? This mystical circle of stones
has fascinated people for aslong asit records began. It isthis mystery that is the forefront of Harry
Karlinsky’s book The Stonehenge Letters.

The story istold from through various correspondences all linking back to Alfred Nobel, the founder of the
Nobel prizes. And what sometimes reads as afactual text isin fact afictional interpretation of events.

Firstly, let me say | really enjoyed this book. | was fascinated by the facts that were included and intrigued
by the question of Stonehenge’ s existence and indeed the thought processes of the people who tried to pose
possible answers to this mystery — the likes of Madame Curie and Rudyard Kipling among others. However,
| did become completely discombobulated by the mixture of fact and fiction. The Stonehenge L etters reads
like fact but it isfiction. Y ou have to adjust your way of reading and accepting the information given.

Furthermore, the tenuous link to Freud seemed misplaced. Initially it is given as a bit of backs story into the
research of Nobel prize nominees but it goes no further than that and could have probably been omitted
without consequence to the rest of the story.

If you take thisbook asit is, afictional account of a historical figure then you will find the facts and
information entertaining. However, | personally feel more could have been made of this book had it been
presented more like afictional text.

Ashen says

Stonehenge in the title caught me, and letters always fascinate. In this psychological dig Karlinsky’s narrator
(aretired psychiatrist and amateur historian) wants to know why Sigmund Freud, his hero, had never been
awarded the Nobel Prize. Undeterred by awall of secrecy, he finds unofficial channels and discovers a
‘Crackpot file' that reveals countless conceited self-nominations, and, the story goes, a confidential extra
prize Nobel awarded to any laureate who could solve the mystery of Stonehenge.

All 1 knew of Alfred Nobel (1833 -1896) was he invented & patented dynamite and made afortune, which
he largely donated towards a prize fund for scientists and artists who had bestowed the greatest benefit to
mankind in any previous year.
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Certain eventsin Nobel’ slife must have influenced this generosity, like the shocking discovery when after
his brother Ludvig's death in 1888 several newspapers published obituaries of Alfred in error. A French
obituary stated ‘ Le marchand de lamort est mort’ (The merchant of death is dead). Source: Britannia.com

In ‘ The Stonehenge Letters,” known details are embellished or invented, which tasks readers like me to sift
fact from fiction, only to be impressed by the wonderful ironies and the subtleties Karlinsky used in the
weaving of this story. There is even a Freudian psychological autopsy of everyone involved.

Nobel’ slove for Percy Bysshe Shelley’ s poetry makes his acquaintance with Lady Antrobus quite feasible.
And I'm certain ‘A Sentimental and Practical Guide to Amesbury and Stonehenge’ (brilliant title) by Lady
Florence Antrobus (1900) has served the author well. | managed to unearth the text. You'll probably value it
better if you find it yourself.

So was the mystery of Stonehenge solved? The attempts were certainly riveting. Suffice to say the proposals
by Rudyard Kipling, Ivan Pavlov, Teddy Roosevelt and Marie Curie, each coloured by their individual
obsessions and disciplines, did not sufficiently convince the panel to designate the funds, they went to a non-
laureate Alfred would have approved of. Only Marie Curi€ sidea came close enough for the panel to draw
on the confidential opinion of Albert Einstein, who granted that Curie's speculations could one day be
confirmed, and offers a humorous postscript.

| enjoyed the gripping mystery tour, making notes along the way for Google searches. Were asimilar
imaginative weaving of fact and fiction applied to education, the when, how and why of our past could turn
into a memorable quest for students and convey a deeper appreciation of history’s complexities.

Tuck says

the nobel committee keeps a " crackpot file" for various correspondence like self-nominations for prizes,
various hypothesis (sp?) in science and such, where to stick the tnt.... and the little known prize for who
could "explain" stonehenge...

you'll just have to read this entertaining and fast and thoughtful novel to see what sigmund freud has to do
with stonehenge. cigars?

Sarah Miller says

The story - or, the collection - begins with a psychiatrist who is devoted to Freud. Disturbed by the fact that
Freud was never awarded the Nobel prize, the psychiatrist launches an investigation into the newly released
files. The remainder of the book reads like files, too. In a series of |etters, notes, photographs, etc. readers
discover a secret Nobel prize - and it's history. In addition to learning about Alfred Nobel and the history of
histime, we are also treated to some fiction, too. Not being very familiar with the prize, much of its origins
was new to me. | really had a hard time distinguishing fact from fiction.

Normally, thiswould feel.... Engaging. Reading through atext like this usually feels exciting - like snooping.
Ultimately, though, | couldn't find the "story" in this book. | personally would've benefited from some
narrative cohesion - between chapters or sections, | would have liked to know the narrators thoughts. This
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may just be me, and who | am as areader. It is agood book, but | never became invested in the outcome. For
example, | finished reading yesterday, and | can't remember if someone was awarded the prize. | know some
came close... Anyway, my favorite parts came at the end. | found myself laughing at the psychoanalysis. It
was very entertaining.

Thisisabook 1'd recommend to those who often read informational texts.

GeorgeK. says

To BIBA?0 ?XEl hia OXETIK? u?tpla BadpoAoy?a ato Goodreads, Xwp?¢ LWZAI0OTA KOl T7P0 TRAA?C
Q&IOAOY?0EIC (U?2XPL OTIYU?C EVAL K?TI TIPOATIAVW ATI? EKAT? PAEC KI PAEC). AUT? 2UwC OEV UE
QTI?2TPEYE OTI? TO VO TO OYOP?0W LIE TO TIOL KUKAOQ@?PNoE oTa PIBAIOTIWAE?0 KA1 va TO OO0 720w
ueoa. MNat?, Ereid? pov @nKe ToA? evdla@?pov 10 7A0 TP?TEKT KAl VIAT? OV KN OE TNV
TPOOO0YX? 0 aUVALACU?G non fiction KAl EAVTOC?0C. X?pLa 2Tl €20 KAIP? va dlaB?0W K21l OXETIK? UE
TO ZT?0UVXEVTL KOl TO HUOT?PIA TIOU TO TEPIBZAAOLV. E, AOITTV, TI?PA 00 TIOA? (PA 20 KAl

ELX?pLOTA TNV ?pa pov dlafB?ovtag 1o BIA70.

H TEp?ANWn 010 0TI GB?2QUAAO TNG EAANVIK?C 2KA0ONC APl TA €€72¢ "VaG PLX 20 TPOC TIOL EPELV? T
Apxe?0 N2UTEA 0T ZTOKX?AN, YUPE?0VTAC TOUG A?YOLC Yid TOUG OTID?0UC 0 PP2UVT deV TIM?ONKE
TIOT? E TO TEP?PNUO Bpae?0, KVEL IO ATP?0UEVN aVOKZAuYr. AV2UECA OTIC OTO?BEC TLWV
ATIOPPLEAVTWV EYYP2PWV TIOU EEXEIA?LOLVY TOV "TPEAOPKEAQ", 2TV OV KO BEY TOV ATIOKOAO?V OTO
DPLHA, EVTOTI?LEL IO OEIP? ETIOTOAV TIPOC TOV EKTEAETT? TNC O1ABKNG TOU 7APEEVT N2UTEA TIOU
UTIOYP?@OVTOIL OTT? Ol 20NOUG KAT?X0UC TOU Bpae?ou - avuea? toug o K?mivyk, n Map? Kioup?,
0 AVOT2v, 0 NMAPBA2P. PAEC KATAYVOVTAL E TO TI2TE KOl T2 KATAOKEV?0TNKE TO LEYAAIOIK?
OV0OA0 TOU ZT?0UVXEVTL, OTIOKOA?TTOVTOC 2Tl 0 PAQEEVT NUTEA £7XE TIPOOB?0El VO HUOTIK?
KWO?KEAAO 01N dlaB?2Kn TOv, He ToV 0TID?0 8?2071 VA BPABE?0 Yia TOV VOUTEA?0TA TIOL B PAuve
TO MUOT?PIO TOU ZT?0UVYXEVTL."

Ala?Covtag Kave?g To BIBA?0 auT? Ba U?0El APKET? TIRAVUOTA Yia TOV ZAQPPEVT N?UTEA Kol Td
BpaBe?a TIOU EUTIVE?OTNKE, 2T ETT?20NC TIA?00C OTT? 0V 2KO0TA TNG IOTOP?0C TNC ETNOT2UNG TLV
ApX tou 200V a1, KaB?¢ Kol evAla@?povVTa OTOIXE?D V1A TO ZT?20UVXEVTL. Al 2gopa aAnBiv?
YEYOV?TO KOl VTIOKOUPVTO TAZKOVTAL LE TNV @AVTAC?0 TOU GLUYYPO @20 KAl TO X10U0p, HE TO
OTIOT?AECHA VO €A1 KPwE PUXAYWYIK? KAl ATOAOUCTIK?. EVTI?2EEL, UNV TEPIPVETE T?MoTd
TPOMEP?C ATIOKAAAPELC ? AYeV 20 Yid TNV ETTPAUCN TOU HUCTNP?0U TOL ZT?0UVVXEVTL, UWC OV ?XEl
ONMOC?0 TTAVTA O TIPOOPICU?C, OAA? TO 2010 TO Ta& 1. Kal 1o T0&?dl 0T0 OUYKEKPIUV0 PIBA70
€01 TOA? WPA?0. H ypa@? e al TIOA? KOA?, ELX?PLOTN KOl EUKOAODI BACTN, TO 7A0 GTIA AQANONG
KOl TPOLO200NC¢ TNG I0TOP?0C AT?OAVO, Oev BUU?El O T?MOTA HLBICT?2PNUA ? KTl TNG
@AVTOO?0¢ TOU CLYYPUE?AC. 2TO PBIBA?0 UTT?2PXOUV TA?00C PWTOYPAMP AV KAl GXESIAYPOUU?TGLVY, TOU
oV T0 EEPUAA?OEL KAVE?C Ba avapwtl?tal av eval pubiot?pnua ? BIA?0 1oTop?0C¢. E, eval Kal Ta
ouo!

Y.['. H &d001n TN¢ AAeEVOPEING TIOA? KOA?, LE TPOCEYUVN LET2PPACN KAl TIHPOUC?0 01 TOU
KEILAV0U, KOB?C KOl PE TIOA? PO 70 €€ 2PUAAO.
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Kimberly says

The first thing that drew me to this book, by Harry Karlinsky, wasthetitle. | love al things about
Stonehenge. So, of course | had to get the book.

As| began to read this book | was ready to sit down to a nice fictional book. Instead, soon after beginning to
read, | caught myself wondering if | waswrong. This book centers around a secret prize which Alfred Nobel
originated looking for secrets of Stonehenge. Only winners of the Nobel Prize were alowed to submit and
the submission period was 10 years.

The people who were asked to submit were action people in history, which helped to make me wonder
whether | was reading fiction or nonfiction.

| was so drawn by this book, on so many levels, that it was difficult to put down, once | began. | highly
recommend this book to anyone that enjoys history. Or well-written works of fiction.

| was given this book by NetGalley and HarperCollins UK in exchange for my honest review.

Sarah-Hope says

The Stonehenge L ettersis aremarkable creature: sort of a hybrid history/science mockumentary. | have
never come across another book likeit. I’ ve read short pieces of science satire or humor, but Karlinsky sets
up hisjoke and maintains it through two hundred and fifty-six engaging pages.

The premise behind the book isthis: After establishing the Nobel prizes, shortly before his death Nobel
funded a one-time prize for the “solving of the Stonehenge mystery.” The competitors for this prize were
limited to the first decade of Nobel prize winners, a group that included the likes of Marie Curie, Rudyard
Kipling, and Ivan Paviov.

The book iswritten as carefully produced non-fiction and includes a variety of forms. There' s a narrative of
the discovery of this competition by a psychiatrist searching the Nobel archivesin an attempt to understand
why Freud was never granted this honor. The book is peppered with documents: wills, photos, and the like.
And the fun only increases when it moves on to texts of the articles written by the various Nobel laureates
who competed for the prize.

The fun of thisbook liesin its seriousness. If it weren't for the subject matter at hand, one would be hard
pressed to accept the fact that it’ s fiction.

Rick says

I have always been fascinated by Stonehenge and this book helped me learn more about this mysterious
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structure. However, | was confused about what was fact and what was fiction since the book was
convincingly written as a documentary. Honestly, | was hoping that the submissions outlined in the story
would be more detailed and closer to what | would imagine the Nobel prizes are intended to be. However,
they were not detailed and this left me with the feeling that the book was a bit superficial. It was still
historically interesting.

Shonna Froebel says

This novel reads like nonfiction. A psychiatrist is researching why Freud never won a Nobel Prize, and goes
through the Nobel Archivesin Sweden. He discovers afile containing letters from several peopleincluding
four Nobel winners. Each letter offers an explanation for some aspect of Stonehenge's origin or construction.
As he continues to search for the why behind thisfile, he discovers a secretive prize that Nobel's executor
created drawn of Nobel's intent to put great minds to the mystery of Stonehenge.

Besides offering details of Nobel's life and relationships and the behaviour that led up to the creation of
Nobel prizes and hisinterest in Stonehenge, the novel also offers information about the creation of the Nobel
prizes, including this secretive one, and the letters contained in thefile.

Asthe speaker/researcher hereis a psychiatrist with an interest in Freud, there are numerous references to
Freud, and an appendix containing a Freudian analysis of Nobel. A second appendix discusses radiation
poisoning.

Thereis also acomplete list of sources for the quotations used in the novel, abibliography of works cited in
the author's research, and an informative note with acknowledgements from the author.

Thisisavery imaginative and different novel, drawn from a unique viewpoint. The author is a Canadian
psychiatrist and as the book says "This novel isawork of the imagination, although it does incorporate some
factual material. We leave it to the reader to determine which elements are indeed verifiably true."

Liviu says

blend of fiction and non-fiction which starts superbly (the part about Nobel's |ater life and the establishment
of the Nobel prizes) but then degenerates into farce to some extent when the Stonehenge stuff appears - the
actual vignettes about Pavlov, Marie Curie, Kipling and Roosevelt are relatively interesting but the
Stonehenge "solutions' are not, so overall a book that could have been great but ultimately failsin asilly

way

kathyrn says

This book is labeled as anovel but when | first started reading it | thought | had misread the description
because while | was reading it | thought you mean thisisn't atrue story? The story begins with aretired
psychiatrist going to Sweden to learn why Sigmund Freud never received the Nobel Prize and discoversa
series of letters and documentstitled the "crackpot files'. Alfred Nobel had also setup in hiswill a prize for
discovering the secrets of Stonehenge and besides being secret only winners of the Nobel prize were
permitted to enter submissions and the contest only lasted for a period of 10 years.

Among those invited to submit the theories were Teddy Roosevelt, Rudyard Kipling, Madame Curie and
Ivan Pavlov and each of their entries are seriously considered but this story isn't true (but the people in the
book are real) so what made me keep reading this book because | honestly did not expect to like this book.
The book reads like an excellent historical biography of Alfred Nobel complete with a bibliography,
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footnotes,(for kindle just touch the footnote and it shows as a pop-up) photographs of the people in the book
and more but it'sfiction or at least agood bit of it is. In some of the footnotes the author gives comments on
what Freud would have thought. It is a quirky book in aclass by itself afictional non fiction book. | read this
as a netgalley copy and really enjoyed reading it.

John says

Thisisvery neat... it's afiction story layered onto the dightly weird history of Nobel and his famous Prize.
There'salot of fascinating and strange historical detail in this book, into which Karlinsky has more or less
seamlessly inserted a subplot about Nobel's later-life interest in the "Mystery of Stonehenge”. The book is
structured as a narrative of discovery on the part of the narrator, a psychiatrist who goes digging in the Nobel
archives.

Tamar a Peter sen says

If you pick this up thinking it will be about Stonehenge and that excites you, then put the book down you
will be disappointed, asit isn't really about Stonehenge, rather it was about Alfred Nobel, hiswill and other
well known people who won a Nobel Prize. Stonehenge is just the vehicle used to unite these separate
individuals.

That said, | did find it interesting after a fashion.

Magdalena aka A Bookaholic Swede says

What if Alfred Novel beside the usual prizes also had a "secret” prize for whoever could explain the origin of
Sonehenge?

A psychiatrist stumbles over some letters from Nobel laureates with explanations for Stonehenge when heis
researching why Freud never got a Nobel Prize.

Harry Karlinsky has really written a book that feelslike it could bereal. It really feelslike reading athesis
and | had to double-check to see that this was fiction. Just to be sure. LOL | mean it sounded ludicrous, but
hell, who knew.

The problem | had with this book was the thesis feeling. It made it very dry to read. The part of the book |
liked best was actually the biographical part, getting to know the basic fact about Alfred Nobel, Marie Curie,
Teddy Roosevelt and Rudyard Kipling. The whole Stonehenge part, the letters from the Nobel laureates was
the dry part that and that was unfortunate since that is kind of the point of the book.

But the book was interesting to read and | would very much read more about Alfred Nobel.

| received this copy from Coach House Books through Edelweiss in return for an honest review!
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