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John Pilger is one of the world’s renowned investigative journalists and documentary film-makers. In this
fully updated collection, he reveals the secrets and illusions of modern imperialism. Beginning with
Indonesia, he shows how General Suharto’s bloody seizure of power in the 1960s was part of awestern
design to impose a ‘ global economy’ on Asia. A million Indonesians dies as the price for being the World
Bank’s ‘model pupil’. In a shocking chapter on Irag, he allows us to understand the true nature of the West's
war against the people of that country. And he dissects, piece by piece, the propaganda of the ‘war on terror’
to expose its Orwellian truth. Finally, he looks behind the picture postcard of his homeland, Australia, to
illuminate an enduring legacy of imperialism, the subjugation of the First Australians.
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Beorn says

Thisis ESSENTIAL reading for anyone who is afan of Noam Chomsky, George Monbiot, Naomi Klein or
the truth. It deals succinctly with the exposure of corporate greed and it's effects on human populations,
debunking of governmental & corporate propaganda and many more things.

Itisalong time since a factual book has set my synapses firing on al cylinders as vividly as reading John
Pilger's work.

If you want abook that will put iron in your spine, take an active role in the world around you and stand up
for what you believe in, you need this book!

It will enlighten you on the truth behind the spin and beneath the glossed annals of history, and show you the
dark underbelly of the insidious way our politicians have undermined their own self-professed love of
democracy and freedom.

It will vividly tell you how hundreds of thousands have died in Indonesia through explicit support from
Western powers eager to make profit, how the indigenous of Australia have been maligned, abused and
disenfranchised for decades and many more incendiary themes.

Paul says

i was recommended pilger as a more readable author than chomsky and i certainly had less difficulty getting
into this clearly constructed book with it's 4 concisely laid out tales of socia woe.

pilger's narrative line woven wi/facts keeps the story engaging and morbidly educational. probably owing to
his journalistic approach (as opposed to chomsky's analytical) there is also a great sense of ‘the man in the
field' much of the time which adds another dimension of (perceived at |east) reality. definitely aclear starting
point for anyone wanting to clear thru the b.s. and myths that surround globalisation but not wanting to be
bogged down by unnecessary and non-essential detail.

Mounir says
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Mohammed Morsi says

John Pilger iswithout doubt, one of the most insightful journalists of our time. His courage to portray the
truth is the subject of both harsh criticism and even hatred. Y et there is also those who understand that his
dedication to expose the reality of the stories he covers, isin fact alove affair with justice. Something that
very few journalists even know what means any more. And | speak as a one. There is nothing more to be said
about this book than that it isfull of details and truth and that John Pilger does what he does best. Writein a
tone that leaves nothing to speculation. It is atrue must-read because it shows exactly what the title says.
And you can deny it, reject it and choose to ignore it, but essentialy it'strue.

Eric says

Hmm, 1 million dead Indonesians sounds like rather alot. Other things | sort of absorbed from this: effects
of economic sanctions on post Gulf War Irag, use of depleted uranium, small percentage of weapons being

used actually being smart bombs, some talk about cluster bombs, race to control Caspian sea resources, and
Australias treatment of the Aborigines (seems like sort of an ill-fitting chapter?)

Would be curious to see what my right-leaning and libertarian-leaning friends make of this book.
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Mariam says
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L eanna Pohevitz says

5 out of 5 on anonfiction book doesn't mean you agree with every word, but instead in this case it means |
am DAMN impressed with his research. It also means | am going to try to get my hands on more of what he
has written. The mentioning of the bombing of Al-Shifain Sudan for instance, and the ramifications of that -
were in and of themselves important pieces of information, let alone al the outlining of Irag, Afghanistan,
Indonesia, and Australia. | am a better informed more curious person because of thiswork.

Asan aside, being that heis Australian, | REALLY appreciate that he criticizes Bush Sr, Bush Jr and Clinton
in equal measure. He takes an outside look at what each of their administrations did and says, 'not so great no
matter which side you are on' and that is refreshing after years of listening to tons of ‘intellectuals fully
supporting either the Dems or Reps according to what view they think the parties have and not questioning
what their representatives are actually doing. | need to read more outside perspectives on US palitics - and if
you have suggestions throw them at me please!

Dr. Barrett Dylan Brown, Phd says

Picked mostly for the title, this book is simply too sad and horrific in it's truth to be very enjoyable. Just page
after relentless page of goverment complicity in genocides and mass starvations around the world. Very well
researched and backed up by documentation it shows how political figures blatently use the ignorance of
populaces to get away with EvIL.
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Kaelan (K??Aav) says

**xx% The Great Gamer****
These four essays are twenty years old now, yet they hold resonance today like never before.

For anyone looking to become ajournalist, this is the shining example of how it's done. Pilger is a monalith
of truth, and has been a becon of hope amongst the propagated lies put out by state machinery. If, like me,
you're new Pilger, | would start watching the decades worth of documentaries he has put out (nearly all on
Y ouTube), especially The Coming War on China , which was only released a short while ago.

We need more people like Pilger to talk about the truth of why states do what they do, create the people they
create, and harm the people they harm. It makes the reader feel ridiculous for thinking otherwise about

matters on Ingenious Rights, Iraq, refugees and other topics.

Essential reading.

Nur shafira Noh says

Fabulous reading! Even though this book coversalot of factua things through out the chapters, but the
journalistic style Pilger exhibit just made it easy to chew.

One fact shocking about what this book uncoversis about Indonesia. | never really know about it before |
read Pilger's. It has to be admitted how the state and corporations are now ruling the world; alot of
documentaries had been made to expose it. However, reading this does not has to make us pessimistic (on
how less we can really do to change) - the vital thing we know we have control of is ourselves. Itisalso
interesting to embark to understand more about capitalism and money (money illusion, perhaps).

Maya Augustin says

| enjoy reading investigative journalistic readings, particularly this one. This book is brilliant, heavy but
light. Pilger uses the language which is easy for us to understand and the topics he has chosen touched our
lives. A true eye opener to those who have not been exposed to what is really happening to thisworld. | have
bought three copies and gave them away to my friends. My own copy, unfortunately, has not been returned.
If you do have a chance, please read this book and let it touch your heart.
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Kushal Saharan says

Bold and disillusioning. | will not comment as to who is right and who is wrong but this book sure shakes
you out of complacency. It makes you think how deep the propaganda professed by the west runs, and makes
you question the premises you base your beliefs upon. And its not just about the propaganda run by the west
but also by the political factionsin your country, often supported (sometime intentionally and sometimes
unintentionally) by the media, feeding us the most contrived version of events that suits them. It isappalling
how low the most powerful can stoop to oppress the oppressed and satiate their appetite for power, political
and economic.

Sacrificing the comfort of complacency will always be tough, but to keep mum isjust not a sustainable
policy we can adopt. It reminds of what Martin Niemdller wrote

First they came for the Socialists, and | did not speak out—
Because | was not a Socialist.

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and | did not speak out—
Because | was not a Trade Unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and | did not speak out—
Because | was not a Jew.

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.
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