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Rationality and freedom are among the most profound and contentious concepts in philosophy and the social
sciences. In two volumes on rationality, freedom, and justice, the distinguished economist and philosopher
Amartya Sen brings clarity and insight to these difficult issues. This volume--the first of the two--is
principally concerned with rationality and freedom.

Sen scrutinizes and departs from the standard criteria of rationality, and shows how it can be seen in terms of
subjecting one's values as well as choices to the demands of reason and critical scrutiny. This capacious
approach is utilized to illuminate the demands of rationality in individual choice (including decisions under
uncertainty) as well as social choice (including cost benefit analysis and environmental assessment).

Identifying a reciprocity in the relationship between rationality and freedom, Sen argues that freedom cannot
be assessed independently of a person's reasoned preferences and valuations, just as rationality, in turn,
requires freedom of thought. Sen uses the discipline of social choice theory (a subject he has helped to
develop) to illuminate the demands of reason and the assessment of freedom. The latter is the subject matter
of Sen's previously unpublished Arrow Lectures included here.

The essays in these volumes contribute to Sen's ongoing transformation of economic theory and social
philosophy, and to our understanding of the connections among rationality, freedom, and social justice.
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Tyler says

I registered a book at BookCrossing.com!
http://www.BookCrossing.com/journal/13101399

Leonardo says

Citado en el artículo de Pugno en Capabilities and Happiness.

Deepak says

I have come across an interesting anecdote called Rational Fools:

" Consider an old story of a quarel between two children concerning two apples. Child 1 asks child 2 totake
one of the two apples, and 2 immediately take the bigger of the two. Child 1 grumbles, You are so grabby.
Given the first pick, I would have chosen the smaller apple. To this child 2 replies, So what are you
grumbling about--you have got the one you would have chosen!
Reasons for choice do make a differenec---not just the fact of choice.


