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Considered one of Sweden's greatest 20th-century writers, Vilhelm Moberg created Karl Oskar and Kristina
Nilsson to portray the joys and tragedies of daily life for early Swedish pioneersin America. His consistently
faithful depiction of these humble people's livesis amajor strength of the Emigrant Novels.

Moberg's extensive research in the papers of Swedish emigrantsin archival collections, including the
Minnesota Historical Society, enabled him to incorporate many details of pioneer life. First published
between 1949 and 1959 in Swedish, these four books were considered a single work by Moberg, who
intended that they be read as documentary novels. These editions contain introductions written by Roger
McKnight, Gustavus Adolphus College, and restore Moberg's bibliography not included in earlier English
editions.

Book 2 opensin the summer of 1850 as the emigrants disembark in New Y ork City. Their journey to a new
home in Minnesota Territory takes them by riverboat, steam wagon, Great L akes steamship, and oxcart to
Chisago County.

"It'simportant to have Moberg's Emigrant Novels available for another generation of readers."--Bruce
Karstadt, American Swedish Institute
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Bettie? says

Re-read comesin the film medium:

Nybyggarna (1972)

Max von Sydow ... Karl-Oskar
Liv Ullmann ... Kristina

Eddie Axberg ... Robert Nilsson
Pierre Lindstedt ... Arvid

Allan Edwall ... Danjel

Monica Zetterlund ... Ulrika
Hans Alfredson ... Jonas Petter
Agneta Prytz ... FinaKajsa
Halvar Bjork ... Anders Mansson
Tom C. Fouts ... Pastor Jackson
Peter Lindgren ... Samuel N¢jd
Per Oscarsson ... Pastor Torner
Oscar Ljung ... Petrus Olausson
Karin Nordstrom ... Judit Olausson (as Karin Nordstrom-Jaregard)
Larry Clementson ... Mr. Abbot

Mika says

Den andra delen av serien och resan till Amerika har nétt sitt destinationsland, men végen till Minnesota &r
fortfarande 1&ng och svér. Har far serien en sidoberéattelse som handlar om Robert och Arvid, som har
bestémt sig att fortsétta sin resa mot vastkusten for att hitta guld och rikedomar.

Boken & inte lika kanslofylld som den forsta tycker jag, men val konsekvent i sprak och beréttarstil.
Daremot borjar serien fa en fast handling, monster och beteende. Andrar karaktar och & mer rorlig. Det &
intressant att 1&sa hur de olika personer véljer att hantera de dilemman som uppstar: de inre monologernaom
angerhet, 6verlevnad och hoppet.

Man maste gora sig pamind om att det har handlar om verkliga situationer och handelser som Moberg har
hittat i sin efterforskning. Delvis har beréttelsen en bas att sté pa ur Mina Anderssons sjévbiografi Livets
harda skola som Moberg fick som en gava av henne for sitt skrivande. Andersson som galv var en Amerika-
immigrant skriver om hennes upplevelser.

Anton says

Jag gillar kanslan! Man mér sd brai lunken, det & sa gemytligt. Kanslan av att bygga upp négot eget fran
scratch véacker nagot fran barndomen. Det ar skont att det gar s bra for utvandrarna ocksa (én salange
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atminstone).

Linfron says

Book 2. They arrive in Minnesota and begin to settlein.

Tanja Berg says

Bok nummer tva om Karl Oskar och Kristina, som utvandrade fran Sverige med sinabarn for att fa ett battre
liv. De har kommit till New Y ork och sétter sig ut paresan till Minnesota, dar de ska slasig ner. Det &r en
lang vég, men till sist kommer de fram och dlér sig ned pa en 6dslig plats bredvid en §6. Karl Oskar ar
Overtygad om att framtiden ser ljus ut, men Kristina har hemléngtan.

Det &r otroligt att tdnka sig att bara 160 ar gétt sedan det var sa svart att hdllasig i livet, hdlla svalten undan.
Att umbdrande och hunger drev folk 6ver Atlanten for att soka ett béttre liv i Amerika - utan hopp om att
nagonsin atervanda till hemtrakterna. Pa den tiden var bode kvinnor och kor en sdllan vara. Det som Karl
Oskar och Kristinatagit for givet i Sverige fannsinte att fatag pa - eller var mycket dyrt. Liv och dod
faktiskt berodde pa ens st&-pavilja. Det & levande, berérande historia.

Joseph Sverker says

Antligen har jag borjat kommain i den har serien. Jag kan inte alls pasta att forsta boken var ddlig. Den var
barainte tillrackligt brafor att jag skulle bli helt och hallet indragen i beréttelsen. Och hade det inte varit for
statusen pa den hér serien sa hade jag val kanske inte varit saméan om att fullfolja lasningen. Men nu har jag
tankt att gora det hur som helst och jag &r |&ttad Gver att beréttarkvaliteten har Okat i den har boken. Mobergs
beréttande & mer vélarbetat och har inte fullt s3 klumpiga anféringar som jag tyckte att Utvandrarna hade.
Det gor att jag inte behdver ga och stéra mig pa forfattande och istallet kan forasin i beréttelseni sig. Och
det & ju dér Moberg har sin styrka. For mig &r det forst nér Karl-Oskar hittar marken som beréttelsen
verkligen borjar bli intressant och den lyckas fanga mig. Det &r svart att saga varfor, men dér landar val
beréttel sen pa ndgot sétt.

Nu &r det bara att plocka upp Nybyggarna och jag far hoppas att Moberg fortsétter att forbattrasig (och att
inte det har var hojdpunkten i serien) sd kan ju det har lovariktigt val.

Zachary says

Utvandrarna fran Ljuder socken i Smaland har antligen nétt sitt nya hemland — det stora Nordarmerika.
Tillsammans beger de sig till Minnesota dér en av de medresande har sin son. Dar &mnar sig Karl Oskar hitta
mark for att borja sitt liv som en amerikansk bonde och férsorja sin familj. Hans reskamrater, &ven Kristina,
tvivlar stundtals pa honom da det visar sig varalangt till Minnesotamen i Karls Oskar sinne vilar minnet
efter hans avlidna dotter Annavvilar fortfarande tungt och han vagrar att forloraett till barn pa det sittet.

PDF File: Unto a Good Land... 4



Read and Download Ebook Unto a Good L and...

Karl Oskar drdmmer att bygga ett nytt hem som ska kunna ge honom majligheten att verkligen ta hand om
sin fru och sina barn; aldrig ska de gdigenom allt de var tvunga att gadigenom i fosterlandet. Men hans yngre
bror Robert, den evige naiva drommaren, har fatt nys om guldruset i Kalifornien och det & det enda han kan
tanka pa Han barainvantar den dagen han kan hoppa pa nasta bét och tasig till guldets land. Dar ska han bli
rik och forsakra sig att han aldrig ska beh6va ha nagon mer husbonde i hela sitt liv.

Moberg & en méstare. Hans karaktérer ar levande och dlskvérda— &ven om de har sina uppenbara brister (jag
tanker speciellt pa deras tendens att tanka pa nativamerikaner som hedningar eller djurliknande). Men det &r
aldrig paett sitt sd att man ogillar dem, utan snarare kommer deras fordomar pa sddana sétt att man skulle
vilja sétta sig ner med dem och diskutera amnet for att de ska fa kunskap och forstael se om saken.

Jag & alltid lite vaksam nar det galler att 14sa bocker som utspelar sig for i tiden for manga av bockerna har
en tendens att vara sexistiska eller dylikt. Men trots att man ser stora klyftor mellan méan och kvinnor i
Mobergs bocker s kanns det som att det & karaktéarerna som &r sexistiska och inte sjdva boken. Det & en
stor skillnad (speciellt nér det handlar om transpersoner, men det & kanske inte sa relevant just har) och har
stor inverkan pa hur man ser pa karaktarerna. Karl Oskar och Kristina (fast speciellt Kristina) har en tendens
att se varlden pa ett sddant satt som kyrkan sager att de ska se den. Trots det sd kanns dynamiken mellan dem
rétt jamlik; Karl Oskar beter sig inte dverkastad Kristina.

Déremot &r det definitivt inte jamstéllt mellan dem och det & véaldigt uppenbart ibland - som det faktum att
Karl Oskar ofta beger sig utanfér hemmet men det & endast valdigt sdllan som Kristina kommer utanfor
deras &gor. Det & nagot som uppenbart drabbar henne hart da hon inte har nagra vanner i nérheten.

Vad jag alskar mest med bockerna & hur mycket jag har kommit att &ska deras familj. Trots att det inte
hander jattemycket — &ven om det finns sma handlingar i boken s& &r det inte en stor handling med bdrjan,
mitt och slut genom helaboken — sa &r det helt underbart att |&sa sexhundra sidor om deras liv. Jag skulle
antagligen kunna lasa ett hel bok om pajbak om det & Kristina som bakar —och sd & ju pgj otroligt gott.

Ylva says

The first of three parts took me along time to finish. It told about the emigrants' journey from their home in
Sweden to America. There was misery, hopel essness, boredom and few important events took place. It was
like along wait for something to come. The writing was somehow slow, and maybe it had to be so to
describe the experience of the characters correctly. One reason why this part took me so long could also be
that | read the first book along time ago and had to get agcuainted with the story and characters al over
again. Still, 1 think the books are possible to read apart.

The second part was a bit more exiting. They arrived to their destination, but there was still some
insegureness and strange feelings among the characters. Escpecially the relationship between Kristina and
Ulrikatook an interesting turn (which | actually knew about because I've seen the musical).

As| read my way to part three, the last part, | read with more hunger and interest. | enjoyed thislast part of
the book the most. Questions were being answered and things were happening. | find this book very relevant
today, with so many people emigrating from their homes. It helpsto understand the feelings and struggles
immigrants have in their new country. Language barriers, missing and longing for a home that you may
never see again. I'm very thankful that this book so well told what may very well liein the hearts and minds
of immigrants around me today.

Evenif | found it Slow in the beginning, it was very much worth the read.
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Caroline says

Tycker verkligen om Utvandrar-sviten. Hur spraket beréttar, ar val anvant och enkelt. Och hur karaktérerna
vaxer fram utan tillgjordhet.

Book Sweetie says

This second of Moberg's four book series on 19th century emigration from Sweden to Minnesota continues
to be fascinating. The author follows various characters, among them illiterate or barely literate peasants
from Smaland who have left Sweden and traveled in 1850 to Americato settle.

Early on in thisVolume (2), Karl Oskar (akey figure), Kristina, Robert, Arvid, Danjel, Ulrika,and the others
are caught in red tape in the harbor of New Y ork for afew days before they undertake the sow westward
journey together.

Once again, as | noted about Book 1, Moberg reveal s the thought-processes of theilliterate Arvid and his
highly imaginative, youthful friend Robert, whose ability to read is not always accompanied by judicious
reasoning or correct interpretations. The dynamic duo provide brief moments of humor -- their encounter
with a"corpse” as they walk around New Y ork for the very first time and their aligator conversation are two
sections not to be missed.

More importantly, the depiction of the challenges endured by Karl Oskar €licits empathic wonder
interspersed with groans mixed in with respect. The author lets us see our characters who must forge ahead
making vital decisions without sufficient knowledge or context in which to decide.

We see how close disaster lurks for each, how strangers, fellow emigrants, personal resources and individual
natures help and/or hinder their settlement. We watch them stumble into a future with only a vague sense of
how ill-prepared, ignorant, vulnerable, and desperate their situation is or could be, secretly cheering when
various obstacles are overcome, lamenting when they are not, quivering with their uncertainties.

We see their yearnings, and this glimpse into their hearts hel ps us see what sustains them, how they cope
with building shelter and providing food necessary for survival in a strange, new land where language,

custom, and nature are all mysteries.

It is hard to imagine readers not rooting for Karl Oskar to succeed, yet al the while trembling on his behalf.

Phyllis Lantz says

Love the time period of this book and the history of the immigrants. | want to read the next one to catch up
with the Nilsson Family.
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Heba Bakr says

Helt underbart, boken lyftar fram en viktig frégai dagens samhalle. Det handlar om invandrare men den har
gangen om svenskarna som natt fram till Amerika och forvandlastill invandrare.

Moberg tar upp vilkaolika svarigheter kan uppstar nar man flyttar till ett nytt land. Det beskrivs val mycket
hur man kanner sig forlamad utan det nya spraket. Att man kan inte uttrycka sig och be vad en behover &
nagot pinsamt. Dessutom papekar forfattaren pa skillnaden mellan asikternatill det nyalandet mellan
fordldrarna och den nya generationen. Forddrar forstker anpassa sig till det nyalandets med stor langtan till
sitt hemland medan barnen anser att hemlandet &r det plats ,dar de fédes och vaxer upp, inte fordldrars land.

Moberg beskriver miljGer skickligt och jag kanner mig valdigt ndrvarande i boken nér jag l&ser. Det &r
liksom att jag var med karaktarerna, kanner deras kéndor och lever derasliv.

Boken &r valskriven och jag rekommenderar alla att 1&sa den ?

Felicia says

Nagot av det bastajag last, helt klart en ny favoritbok. Jag kan inte beskriva med ord hur mycket jag bryr
mig om karaktérernai den hér serien. AH! N&got jag speciellt tyckte om i just den hér boken var en kvinnlig
vanskap som vaxte fram, ungefar det finaste jag last om. Ser s mycket fram emot att fortsétta med
Nybyggarnal

Elin says

3.5 stars

Mar cia says

| have agoal to read all the books in this tetralogy, which is about Swedish emigrants that come to North
America and settle in the Minnesota Territory. The first book deals with Karl Oskar Nilsson and hiswife
Kristinain Sweden and the difficult life they led there, which ultimately caused them to emigrate, along with
11 others. The second book starts with their arrival in New Y ork in July 1850 and ends with the one-year
anniversary of their departure from Sweden, April 14, 1851. The first book was slow reading, and | found
that the second book dragged a bit at the beginning. However, once the Swedish emigrants arrived in
Stillwater, Minnesota and began settling near Taylors Fallsin the Minnesota Territory, | couldn't put it down.
| find books about pioneers fascinating, and | marvel at how these people survived and thrived despite all the
hardships they endured.

Six of my great-grandparents emigrated from Sweden (the other two from England), and, although they
didn't seek land in an unsettled region of the Midwest but rather settled in Chicago, | still imagine that they
had similar struggles. One of the struggles was finding contentment in their new home and not longing for
their homeland. Kristina struggled with this more than the others, and one poignant moment in the last
chapter iswhen shefinaly is able to confide her longing for Sweden to her husband. Karl Oskar admits that
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he, too, has had that longing come over him, but when he felt that way, he would tell himself, "One day our
children will thank us for emigrating to America." He goes on to say that "she [Kristina] must think ahead, of
their children, and their children's children in time, of all the generations after them. All the ones who came
after would feel and think and say that she had done right when she moved from Sweden to North America.”
| am sure my great-grandparents felt that longing, and | would like to say to them that | am thankful that they
emigrated. We now have five generations born in the USA and are grateful for the life we have here. But we
till remember our Swedish ancestors and keep alive their memories in traditions handed down through the
generations.
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