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YOU areasoldier inthe U.S. military's elite Specia Forces. Y ou have the strength, intelligence, and
specialized training to perform the most dangerous, top-secret military missions. Will you: Serve as an Army
Green Beret working to save a group of hostages from a desperate band of terrorists? or Be an Army Ranger
planning to seize control of an airstrip deep in enemy territory? OR Join with agroup of fellow Navy SEALs
to capture aterrorist leader from his hiding place? Experience the life-or-death dilemmas of an elite military
job. YOU CHOOSE what you'll do next. The choices you make will either lead you to safety--or to doom.
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Sherri says

Thisis part of the You Choose/Can Y ou Survive series of adventure books that puts the reader in the middie
of the action. Thistime the reader is an elite member of the U.S. Special Forces and must make choices that
will hopefully lead to survival.

At the end of thefirst chapter, readers get to choose three different Special Forces optionsto try to survive:
(2) join the Green Berets on a dangerous rescue mission, (2) join the Army Rangers and seize an enemy
airstrip, or (3) join the SEALS and try to capture aterrorist leader. Then there are numerous possible
outcomes for each of the military options that will lead you to survival or death.

My middle school students will love this adventurous tale that's full of action and the bonusis that they will
also learn real information about the elite warriors of the Special Forces, along with some great pictures and
illustrations that match the story. For example, readers learn that the U.S. military is made up of nearly 1.5
million people.

The book ends with additional useful information, including: survival tips, atimeline of the Special Forces,
real missions done by the Special Forces, more books to read, the Fact Hound website code to find out more
internet resources on the Specia Forces, a glossary, a bibliography, and an index.

David says

Well this book was very interesting.Felt like you was actually telling your soldiers the commands they need
to do.The navy seals sound really difficult to go in and graduate from.The marines are also very difficult to
become one of them and serve. They all try to become and be the top of thelist of the best they can be so they
will become heroes to our country.

L aela says

| wanna be an Airborne Ranger, I’m gonnaread about alife of danger. Sound off....

If you haven't noticed, | am awoman. Why that isimportant is because | will never be able to be in any kind
of Special Forces. The closest | can get to it is reading about them. | think | might not be alonein my desire
to seeif | have sharp enough instincts to make it with these elite warriors.

The book is divided up into three missions and in each mission you are in charge of either a Specia Forces
team, a Ranger Team, or a Navy SEAL team. If you don’'t know what any of those teams are don’t worry;
this book explains what each specialty does and what would be the best way to go about your mission. This
book is not for the faint of heart. There are options where you will fail your mission, you can get team
members killed, and you can get killed.

Could | survive in the Special Forces? The answer is; “kind of.” | would do ok in Special Forces, | would
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make aterrible Ranger, but | would make an incredible SEAL. | had an extraordinary time making
judgments for these Specia Operation units. | hope you come in and tell meif you faired any better.

Kélli says

If you want to raise a child desensitized to violence -- all in the name of "good versus evil" then thisis the
book for you! My son brought this book home from his schooal library, and | tried to be open minded...
However, as| flipped through the pages, thisis the first passage | landed on (page 25):

[...A terrorist is standing there, holding one of the hostages in front of him. He's using the hostage as a
shield.

“You aretoo late,” the terrorist saysin broken English. “We already killed one of your diplomats. Drop that
weapon, or I'll kill this one too.”

Y ou could take a shot, but it will berisky. You could hit the hostage. Or the terrorist could pull the trigger on
his weapon before hefalls.]

At this point the reader is given two choices:

[To take athe shot, turn to page 34.
To try to negotiate with the terrorist, turn to page 37.]

If you “take the shot,” your child will read this:

[Quickly you raise your Beretta M9 pistol and fire. The shot hits the enemy squarely between the eyes. He
topples over, releasing the hostage, who rushes to your side.]

If your child thinks you should “try to negotiate,” here is what follows:

[“Easy now,” you say. “We can talk this out. Why don’t you start by letting go of the hostage?’

Before you realize what has happened, you hear ashot. Y ou fed the strength in your legs suddenly leave
you. You slump to the ground, noticing a strange feeling in your abdomen. Y ou clutch your stomach and
look down. Y our hands are covered in blood, The terrorist shot you!]

It devolves from there into your realizing, as you lay dying on the ground, that you made a stupid mistake
and that you hope the rest of your team and the remaining hostages will make it out alive.

| was speechless. | couldn’t image amore INAPPROPRIATE book for an elementary school student, and |
was stunned our school allowed it into our library.

My scathing review islikely read as aringing endorsement for some people. | realize there are all kinds of
parents out there who have varying ideas of what is best for their children to fill their minds with. | support
our military and value each an every soldier’s service to our country -- | just think filling ayoung child's
mind with even asmall taste of the violence that all too often sends grown men home with PTSD isjust pure
insanity.

There is enough in our society today challenging the ability of achild to stay innocent -- much of it is out of
aparent’s control. But if you can help it, let children be innocent until they grow up. Y ou can teach children
about “good versus evil” and instill strong moral values without exposing them to to the kind of violence and
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warped mindsets portrayed in this book.

Henry Haile says

It was ok

Barbara says

After reading a brief overview of the United States's Special Forces units, readers choose from three different
missions. the Green Berets on a rescue mission, the Army Rangersin an attempt to seize an airstrip held by
the enemy, and the SEAL S in an effort to capture the leader of a group of terrorists. Asisthe case with this
type of interactive reading experience, there are several endings. By following certain paths and making
certain decisions, readers will end up with failed missions that result in the deaths of some men or even
themselves. Other choices end up with successful missions. It would be helpful to include tips on what
choices to make since sometimes | had to rely on my own gut instinct about the right thing to do, and |

wasn't sureif | chose right until | kept on reading. Still, thistitle, filled with photographs and realistic
scenarios, gives readers ataste of what it'slike to have to make split-second decisions.

Julian says

can you survivein the special forces?

puts you in situations where you have to choose what to do with its forty-three choices to choose for three of
the story paths and it's 17 endings you can really have a blast. Matt Doeden really put hard work into a book
asinteresting asthis. | enjoy these kinds of books because you can choose your own endings and change the
story to the way you want.

Matt Doeden gave you very important decisions to make that could leave straight to death or saving the day.
My favorite story is when you have to rescue the hostages and not let the terrorists win. Y ou could command
your snipers to take the shot or tell your men to storm the compound. But there is two other stories like an
airborne assault and one with counterterrorism.

I recommend this book to people who like choose your own path books, people that like military stories or
both. | do so because | personally like it alot you could take your time and choose all the endings and
choices for the three paths but you don't have to. It always kept me in awe in every story no matter how
much i change it. you don't need to be areally good reader to read it. It's very hard to predict because of its
story choices| like this style of books cause | like to have things the way | want them.

Jaguar says

Thisis by far my favorite choose your own adventure book, besides also loving the Blackout one. It was very
cool, even though all facts may not be accurate, to be put into a special forces situation, and having to deal
with the problems and trials, and hopefully getting out alive.
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Murray5thgrade2015 says

it felt cool to be fighting or doing missions in the special forces. i love how Matt Doeden writes his can you
survive books because he really sets the seen in the book.
~FluffyKitty#4

Ms. Yingling says

This Choose Y our Own Adventure type of nonfiction book was interesting but very difficult to navigate with
an E ARC. In order to get the pictures, again, the print had to be very small, and the page numbers to which
one needs to turn to explore different story possibilities do not coincide with the E ARC page numbers. |
ended up reading the book straight through and trying to figure out which ending went with which
operations. There were three missions with avariety of endings, some of which did indeed end with “you”
dying or other bad outcomes. Additional information about the special forces and real missions made thisa
book that my boys who like to read about military activity will absolutely adore. These are very short and
rather expensive, but will circulate like crazy. Other titlesin this Capstone Press series include surviving in
the jungle, Antarctic, Wilderness and Titanic. | will have to look into these aswell and if they are
Accelerated Reader titles will definitely purchase.
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