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Written by Martin Caidin from Saburo Sakai's own memoirs and journalist Fred Saito's extensive interviews
with the fighter pilot, Samurai! vividly documents the chivalry and valor of Saburo Sakai, the combat aviator
who time after time fought American fighter pilots and, with 64 kills, would survive the war as Japan's
greatest living ace.

Here are the harrowing experiences of one of Japan's greatest aces: from fighter pilot school where the harsh
training expelled over half of his classto the thrilling early Japanese victories; from hisincredible six
hundred mile fight for life from Guadal canal to his base in Rabaul, to the poignant story of the now-
handicapped veteran's return to the air during the final desperate months of World War I1.
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Jonathan Gillespie says

Piloting a Mitsubishi A6M "Zero" was hair-raising enough, with its notorious lack of armor and self-sealing
fuel tanks, but flying one while bleeding to death, down one eye, and fading in and out of consciousnessis
the kind of experience Saburo Sakai, legendary Japanese fighter ace, places the reader in through his
autobiography and memoir, Samurai! (with additional credit to Martin Caidin and Fred Saito), first published
way back in 1957.

World War 1l is one of those conflicts shrouded in reverence, and amost mythic levels of regard, where
larger-than-life change agents like Hitler, Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin commanded implacable generals
whose very names were given to colorful labels -- like "The Desert Fox", and "Old Blood and Guts'. In the
shadows of these titans were regular servicemen (and women), who were often pressed into circumstances
far beyond their background or expectation. The leadersin this conflict gave us history -- but the soldiers
gave us stories we would do well never to forget. And Saburo Sakai tells quite a story.

Continue reading the review on my website.

Colin Heaton says

This was aways one of my favorite books as a younger reader. | finally met and came to know Saburo Sakal,
and he was one of the most entertaining interviews | ever conducted and published. This book is 100% true,
no embellishment, and if you want to see the mind of ayoung man who became a national hero, in awar he
hated, read this book.

David says

There'salot of air battlesin this. And not much of anything else. | liked Saburo's honesty. There's a story
where he and an allied pilot are locked in an exhausting dogfight. Eventually Saburo gets a couple of shots at
the cockpit, glass shatters! He pulls up alongside and the badly wounded allied pilot raises hisarm in a sort
of salute. Saburo salutes back, two warriors reaching out across the sky ... before he falls behind to shoot the
crippled plane out of the sky. Oh. Did he mean to tell usthat he watched the crippled plane limp to safety?

But not so much fun as: Kamikaze: A Japanese Pilot's Own Spectacular Story of the Famous Suicide
Squadrons

Al Sumrall says

Great semi-auto-biography of WWII Japanese fighter ace Saburo Sakai. Caidin's best. It's written as Saburo
Sakai's auto-hiography but Caiden adds quite a bit in a subtle manner so you get the impression it's all Sakai.
There are times when Sakai's claims and memory seem suspect, just alittle too detailed, but when you
consider it iswritten from his perspective only, filtered through an interpreter, Fred Saito, and then written
by atalented writer with extensive historical aviation knowledge, you can accept this book at face value for
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what it is, the perceptions of ayoung fighter pilot in the fog of war yet written by atalented author. Combat
claims on both sides were in good faith over claimed in all honesty and eyebrows might raise here and there,
but you won't find yourself running to the history shelf or wikipedia as the book is written on avery solid
foundation. It isamust read for any historian of the era, and it is quite fascinating, it is one you don't put
down until you are through.

Richard Norman says

For a history buff this book isamust read. Just with in the first few pages you understand the military
training that made the Japanese soldier into the type of fighting man he was. The honor code, the beatings
until they passed out, and the control of their superiors had made them mindlessin the attack, observing
every command with exactness.

But thisis aside note as to the fighter pilot Saburo Sakai who had downed 64 U.S. airplanes and was the top
ace for Japan in WWII. The book is a compilation of firsthand information from interviews with people who
were there, but it reads like anovel! Strap on your seat belt as you fly with him in his cockpit and as he
survives limping his wounded plain home, hurt so badly (losing an eye) that he should never have flown
again. Then bristling up, returning to the cockpit and the sky, again taking his Zero against multiple plains at
the same time an impossible feat and returning his craft home without a bullet holeiniit; it isajourney into
WWI1 Japan, hisfinding love, and his conquering death by narrow escapes, his misery and degradation after
the war and hisrising to a position of successin life. What an adventure!

Chrissays

I've always been fascinated by WWII in the South Pecific, but | haven't read as much about the Japanese
perspective. A friend loaned this book to me after a discussion about WWII aviation, especially in the Pacific
war.

I didn't think too much of the book, though I'm prepared to concede at |east part of that is cultural, since he's
telling the story from a perspective and an upbringing very different from mine. But there were a couple of
things that just didn't resonate with me at all.

One of them isthe simple fact that heis very clearly bragging, and that wouldn't bother me so much if it
weren't for the fact that he is constantly pretending to be humble. The humility rings very false as he tells
tales of his constant successesin arial combat, and keeps a running count throughout the book of how many
planes he shot down. What's worse, | very much doubt his claims are true. He claims to have shot down 64
alied airplanes over the course of his career, which is significantly more than any allied pilot, and heis very
clearly proud of that number. The problem s, it isamost certainly not true. Allied pilots followed a different
and significantly stricter method of confirming claims from arial combat than the Japanese did - in order for
allied pilotsto receive credit for aclaim, it had to be witnessed and corroborated by fellow pilots and to some
extent had to be justified in separate allied assessments of the Japanese order of battle. The Japanese were

not so strict, and several of this author's claims were unverified.

A larger problem with the story, in my opinion, was that the author seemed to think there was a very specific
point where the tide turned against the Japanese, and if they had done afew things differently, they might
have prevailed. For the first part of the book, he talks about continuous successes, both in the air and on the
ground, and these seemed to indicate to him that the Japanese military was nearly invincible. And he may
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even have believed that at the time. It's around halfway through the book where he recognizes that the allied
equipment is becoming superior, and the allied pilots, as they gained experience, were becoming far more
effective. To him, it'sa sudden change, as if it were caused by afew incidental details, and if everyone had
continued to push and succeed the way he had been, they could have prevailed.

Theredlity, | think, isfundamentally different. The Japanese were never going to prevail, and there was
nothing they could have done to change that fact. What appeared to be victories for the Japanese in 1941 and
1942 were just essentially defensive actions on the part of the allies while they awaited the production of
materiel and the training of sailors, soldiers and pilots. Once that happened, the appearance of Japanese
invincibility was overwhelmed by the reality of the situation they had put themselvesin. It was afight they
couldn't possibly win, and there were afew people in Japan, most famously Admiral Y amamoto, who knew
that from the very beginning.

So the author tells a story with an arc that hinged on key moments, and even as hetells the story in
retrospect, he seems surprised at the turning of the tide, the loss of his friends and the ultimate humiliation of
their loss. And | can at least sympathize with people who might have felt that way at the time, in the
situation. But with the benefit of hindsight, they should be able to see the futility of what they tried in the
first place. And a story told in hindsight should acknowledge that there is no way it could possibly have
turned out any differently than it did.

GeorgeK. says

Tov TEAELTA 70 KOLP? 2XW @7l VA KZAANUa pe Ta non-fiction BIBA?0, KLP?WE E AUT? TIOL ?X0UV VO
KV0UV HE OTPATIWTIK? LOTOP?0, HAPTUP?EC VORIV AT? TO TES?A TLV HOXV, T XV2d1a
OANBIVA KATOOK 2TV KATE V'OUT? KA TPOUNBE?TNKO K2UTIOOO KAl X OKOTI? VA TIPOUNBeVT?
TEPIOC?TEPA OTO UECO HPAAOV. TO CUYKEKPILVO BIBA?0 TO 2BPIOKA CUVEX?C UTIPOCAT? L0V OTO
Goodreads, o A?0TEC UE TA KOA?TEPA BIBA?0 TOL €2D0UCE TOV, 2ZEPA UWCE 2Tl OEV E?2XE UETAPPUOTE?
OTO EAANVIK?. M?2XPL TIOU TPIV AEG LPPEC TIZPA XOUTI?PL TNV EAANVIK? 2K A00T), TIOU KUKAOQ?PNOE
T?AN Ma?ov. E, X?pnKa TOA? Kal a?0w¢ T0 ay?paca!l Kal, quolk?, dsv 7pynca va 10 1170w oTd
X?plL0 HOU PE OKOT? va TO SO 70w.

Ta (TOAA?) A0 €val @r2xela: Zto BiBA?0 aut? dlaB?(ou e O€ TP?TO TP?0WT0 TA KATOPOUaTa
EV?C ATT? TOLUC KAOA?TEPOUC KO NPWIK2TIEPOUC TIA?TOLC TIOL TIOA2UN OOV TOT? oTov B' Mayk?oL10
M?Agp0, TOL BPUAIKO? MOTIV?LOU TEA?TOU ZOUTIO?P0 ZAKA. ATR? TIC PIAITITVEG U?2XP1 TNV 2P0
T{?ud, 0 ZAK? 210V OTO ETTKEVTPO TWV OKANPV OEPOUAXIV 0To "@?20Tpo Tou Elpnviko?
WKEAVO?', TIAOT?POVTOC KLUP2WE VA KATAJ WKTIK? Zero TnN¢ Mitoouutt?ol. Kat?ppi Pe KUmooa
KOTOOI WKTIK? KAl BOUBaPAIOTIK?, TOA?UNCE OTO TAELP? TOAA NPWIK KOl EEAIPETIKN TIA?TWV
KOl BPp?0NKe aVTIM?TWIOC UE ETTP0NEG NPWIKO?C KO I IKAVO?C TIA?TOUC, KOB?¢ KAl E EEAIPETIK?
TOAEUIK? AEPOTANVA TNG ETIOX 2C. MTOAA?C pop?¢ BP?0NKE KOVT? GTOV BVATO, EV? OLO POP?G
TPOLUAT?0TNKE oOBapP? (N OE?TEPN YOP? TOV KP?TNOE OTO 200(POC V1A TIOAAO?C UVEQ). TEAIK?, UK,
ET?(NOE TOU TAUOUL, Kol 2ZLnoe u?xpt 10 2000, ?1rou Kal TI?00ve o€ NAIK?0 84 €T, TNV OTIYU? TOU
0l TEPIOG?TEPOI CUUTIOAEUIOT?C TOU TI?200VAV GE NAIK?A OPKET? K?2TW Tew 30 ETV...

NOITIV, TO BIBA?0 €01 YEU?TO LE TEPIYPAP?C ATT? AEPOUAX ?EC, Ol OTIO7EC K 2TIOIEC QOP?C ENAI
OXETIK? O VTOUEC KA TEPIEKTIK?C, K?TOIEC PANEC UG HE TEPIOOTEPEC AETITOU?PEIEC KAL PAVEP? TIO
NVTOVEC. 2TWE KAI VA'XEL, Ol TEPIYPAP?C AUT?C e TAE2dEPaV OTOVC OUPAVO?C TIVW ATI? TOV
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Elpnvik?, 70w ota 3?0K0A0 XpVia Tou B' Maykoou?ou MoA?uou, av?2ueca oTa avTipayx 2ueva
TOAEUIK? QEPOTAVA. 2UWC OEV UTI?PXOUV UAVO T?TOLEC TEPIYPAP?C. [NIVUACTE U?PTUPEC KO TOAANY
OTIYU TOL ZOK? K?TW OTO 200 @O¢, E?TE OTIC Ol 2POPEC OTPATIWTIK?C BP0EIC TPIV KO HUET? TIC
OEPOMOYX7EC TOU -OE OTIYU?G XOA?PwoNG ? K?2tw aTr? BOUBapdl OUO?C EXOPIK TOAEUK Y
OEPOTAVUV-, E?TE OTA VOOOKOUE? TIOU VOONAE?TNKE VIO A0 KOIP?, E?TE OTA OTT2TI0 CUYYEVIKD
TOU TPOC?Tv. Kalt, 170N ¢, d1aB?0VE TIOAA?C OKAPELG TOU Y?Pw OTI? TO TAAOT?PIOUd, TO KOB?KOV
TOU OQV TTPI NG, TNV OIKOYVEI? TOU, TOUG CUUTIOAEUIOT?C KO TOUC AVTITI?A0UC TOU, OAA? KL i
TOV TIPAEUO KAl TOV K?0HO0 Y?0W TOU. M€ TO TI?POOHA TGV OEA?0WV, BA?PTOVME KAl TNV €€7A1EN TOL
TIOA2UOU KOl TG AUT? ETNP?A0E TOV ZAK?A, OPXIK? UTI?PXEL EVBOLCIACU?C KAl UEY?AN A1G1030E 7,
0l VKEG ENVAI TDAA?C KA MEY?AEC, 2UWG 2TV TO TPAYUATA apX?(ouv Kol dAA?{oLv, ol £X0po?
Yy2vovTadl T10 dUVATO? KAl Ol 2TTEC EAVAL CUVIPITITIK? TEPIOCPTEPEC ATI? TIC VKEC, T?TE PPXETAI 1
KOT?@EIO KAl N AT G1000E 20....

To BIBA?0 dev TO ypae 0 ZAUTIO?PO ZOK A, OAA? VA APEPIKAVOC ONLOCI 0yp29og, 0 M2pTIv
Kat, og cuvepyaa?a pe V0V OVTOTIOKPIT? Tou Associated Press, Tov ®pevt Z210. To ?A0
KEAUEVO, ZUWC, BOC?0TNKE OTIOKAEIOTIK? OTIC TIPOOWTT K 2C ONUEI20€1¢ TOL ZOK A, AAA? KAl OTI(
EKATOVT?OEC OTIIVT?20EIC TIOU 20W0E 0 OPUAIK?C OUT?C TUA?TOC OTIC EPWT?0EIC TOU ZATO (O€
OLVOLOOU? LE K?TO1O ETI?0NUO ypa@a). H ypa@? evail e§QIPETIK?, EBIOTIK? KOl EVKOAODI 7BOTN,
HE TIOA? QUVAT?C TEPLYPAY?C TGV TOAEUIK OKNVA, TRAYUATIK? VO VA UE TOV ZAKA KOl TO Zero
TOU. 2€ TIOAA? ONUE?U N V10N BAP?el K2KKIVO KOl 0 EVBOLOIOOU?GC EV2C A?TPN TV

TOAEU K V/TEPITETEIWON 1GTOPINV 2TIWC EY? 2PTOCE O TIOA? VPNA? eT?reda. BA?mw 211 1O ypaa
TI?Al TO OEVTOVXKI OV, K?2TI AOVIK? UG VaT? 10 BIBA?0 Ue evBouc?00e. Z0upa eval va BIPA?0
TV Ba EavadlaB?0w ato H7AA0V Kal TIOL SUGKOAE?0UAL VO 7AW TNV K pn, T?7p0 TOU TO
TEAEWO0.

Y.I[. 200V a@op? TNV EAANVIK? K000, HOU VNKE TIOA? WPA 70, LUE TPOOEYU VN KAl YAa@up?
MET?20pa 0N, UE BUO X?PTEC KA AYEC PWTOYPAP?EC VA OLUVOSE?0LV TO KEPUEVO. ZTO0 T?A0C TNG
EAANVIK?C 2KO0aT ¢ UTI?PX0UV KO OEKATIVTE OEAPDEC, TIOL Ypa e Vag AUEPIKAOC
CLVTOYUAT?PXNG EV ATIOOTPATE?A, TOU OTIO?0U O TIT?P0C OKOT?0NKE OTI¢ 9 louv?0L TOL 1942, aT?
TO TLP? TOV ZEro TOL ZAUTIO?P0 Z0K2A. AUT?C 0 T?MOC, AOITTA, GLUVAVT?ONKE LE TOV ZOK?A KAl TOV
@AOEVNOE OTO OTT?TI TOU. TO Aa €Val TEPITT?...

Wurmo says

For someone who is perpetually intrigued by the combat that took place in the Pacific Theater of Operations
during World War |1, it was very interesting to read a book from the perspective of a Japanese fighter ace. |
had previously read "Oba: The Last Samurai,” but this was an entirely different reading experience for some
reason. Overall, Saburo Sakai's story is a gripping one. He experienced some of the most intense aerial
combat of the entire war, from his early days flying in Chinato the hairy combat over Lai and Rabaul to the
final days of the war on the Japanese homeland. As with many pilot memoirs, the aerial accomplishments of
Saburo and his fellow Japanese pilots seem over-exaggerated, but thisis too be expected. Also, the multiple
love interests he speaks of throughout the narrative, while adding a human element to the story, seem a bit
forced. Overall, though, this book is areflection of the man's life. And what life reads like a perfect story?
Definitely awonderful supplemental read for anyone interested in the air war over the Pacific -- or the
Pacific War as awhole. It helps American readers understand that the enemy had aface.
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Dave Roberts says

A very interesting biography of a WWII Japanese fighter pilot and his experiences during the war. He was
one of Japan's leading aces.

At the outset of the war, the Japanese flew the Zero, afighter that was superior to US fighters, and Sakai
downed many USfighters. Later, as the US introduced superior plans, the Japanese new, faster planes came
too late.

Sakai's heroism and dedication are impressive. Reading this book, I'm impressed that there are skilled,
principled, heroic fighters on both sides of awar. It's such atragedy that their skills are used just to attempt
to kill one another.

The book provides interesting insight into the psychology of afighter pilot aswell asasmall but interesting
window into Japanese culture.

Philippe says

Thisis anail-biting account of the aerial war in the Pacific theater as seen through the eyes of Saburo Sakal,
the most redoubtable Japanese ace to survive WWII1. Kudos to ghostwriter Martin Caidin, an aeronautics buff
and deft pilot himself, who put together a gripping story based on long conversations with the fighter pilot,
backed up by Sakai's meticulously kept diaries. It isthe contrast between the narrator's very Japanese
sounding stoicism and the utterly hair-raising events that kept me glued to these pages. It is somewhat
disconcerting to learn from Wikipediathat Samurai! is factually not totally trustworthy. However, the key
epics - wounded Sakai's escape from Guadal canal, the Iwo Jima brawl with fifteen Hellcats, and a botched
suicide mission late in the war - seem to be an indisputable part of the official biography. The book
concludes with Japan's surrender and the end of Sakai's military career. Amazingly, he went on to live to the
blessed age of 84.

David B says

Thisis the autobiography of Japan's greatest ace pilot to survive WWII. Saburo Sakai became aheroin his
homeland and his account of his place in the Pacific War is even-handed and illuminating. In the early days
of the war, victory seemsto come relatively easy to him and the other pilotsin his fighter group due to their
superior training and the excellence of the Mitsubishi Zero fighter. As the war wears on, however, and the
United States becomes more fully engaged on its Western front, the tide turns and the situation becomes
increasingly desperate for Sakai and his compatriots, until the inevitable crushing defeat. Sakai, along with
his co-authors Martin Caidin and Fred Saito, presents exciting accounts of air battles and Sakai's harrowing
experience piloting his aircraft back to base after sustaining injuries that should have killed him. As good as
this stuff is, | was glad that the home front wasn't neglected in his narrative. In addition to being a great air
warrior, he aso lived awonderful love story with his future wife.

PDF File: Samurai!... 7



Read and Download Ebook Samurai!...

Allan Harle says

Without a doubt my favourite book about aviation in WW2.

Alfredo says

Emocionante, terrible, entretenida, desoladoramente bella, dolorosa, vengativa historia. Vade menosamasy
ya después de que a Saburo Sakai |e meten una bala en € cerebro volando su Zero se convierte una adiccion.

PS: Esla autobiografia de Sakai. Lo de labalavacomo en lamitad del libro. i.e. unabalaen el cerebro
volando un avion dafiado a 1000 kms de su pista mas cercana no era motivo para echarse a morir.

Carol Storm says

The first-person story of Japan's greatest flying ace in World War 11. Explosive action! Excruciatingly
painful wounds, and the stubborn pride of a man who refuses to be defeated.

One thing that makes this book fun isthat if you have alot of romantic illusions about Japan or the samurai
class this book will cure them. Not that Saburo Sakai isn't a class act, and a gentleman, but that he grew up
very poor in spite of his"samura" ancestry. | mean like on the farm, dirt poor. It's also interesting that
though he's atough guy and a born fighter there's nothing "macho" about his outlook. Indeed, he makes it
clear hisrole model for enduring agony is his mother. Last of all, the love story he tells about meeting his
wife and surviving the last desperate weeks of the war is truly inspiring.

Thisisagreat book for anyone who likes World War 11, flying aces, history, and Japanese culture.

David Bonesteel says

Thisis the autobiography of Japan's greatest ace pilot to survive WWII. Saburo Sakai became aheroin his
homeland and his account of his place in the Pacific War is even-handed and illuminating. In the early days
of thewar, victory seemsto come relatively easy to him and the other pilots in his fighter group due to their
superior training and the excellence of the Mitsubishi Zero fighter. As the war wears on, however, and the
United States becomes more fully engaged on its Western front, the tide turns and the situation becomes
increasingly desperate for Sakal and his compatriots, until the inevitable crushing defeat. Sakai, along with
his co-authors Martin Caidin and Fred Saito, presents exciting accounts of air battles and Sakai's harrowing
experience piloting his aircraft back to base after sustaining injuries that should have killed him. As good as
this stuff is, | was glad that the home front wasn't neglected in his narrative. In addition to being a great air
warrior, he also lived awonderful love story with his future wife.
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