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Written by Martin Caidin from Saburo Sakai's own memoirs and journalist Fred Saito's extensive interviews
with the fighter pilot, Samurai! vividly documents the chivalry and valor of Saburo Sakai, the combat aviator
who time after time fought American fighter pilots and, with 64 kills, would survive the war as Japan's
greatest living ace.

Here are the harrowing experiences of one of Japan's greatest aces: from fighter pilot school where the harsh
training expelled over half of his class to the thrilling early Japanese victories; from his incredible six
hundred mile fight for life from Guadalcanal to his base in Rabaul, to the poignant story of the now-
handicapped veteran's return to the air during the final desperate months of World War II.
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From Reader Review Samurai! for online ebook

Jonathan Gillespie says

Piloting a Mitsubishi A6M "Zero" was hair-raising enough, with its notorious lack of armor and self-sealing
fuel tanks, but flying one while bleeding to death, down one eye, and fading in and out of consciousness is
the kind of experience Saburo Sakai, legendary Japanese fighter ace, places the reader in through his
autobiography and memoir, Samurai! (with additional credit to Martin Caidin and Fred Saito), first published
way back in 1957.

World War II is one of those conflicts shrouded in reverence, and almost mythic levels of regard, where
larger-than-life change agents like Hitler, Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin commanded implacable generals
whose very names were given to colorful labels -- like "The Desert Fox", and "Old Blood and Guts". In the
shadows of these titans were regular servicemen (and women), who were often pressed into circumstances
far beyond their background or expectation. The leaders in this conflict gave us history -- but the soldiers
gave us stories we would do well never to forget. And Saburo Sakai tells quite a story.

Continue reading the review on my website.

Colin Heaton says

This was always one of my favorite books as a younger reader. I finally met and came to know Saburo Sakai,
and he was one of the most entertaining interviews I ever conducted and published. This book is 100% true,
no embellishment, and if you want to see the mind of a young man who became a national hero, in a war he
hated, read this book.

David says

There's a lot of air battles in this. And not much of anything else. I liked Saburo's honesty. There's a story
where he and an allied pilot are locked in an exhausting dogfight. Eventually Saburo gets a couple of shots at
the cockpit, glass shatters! He pulls up alongside and the badly wounded allied pilot raises his arm in a sort
of salute. Saburo salutes back, two warriors reaching out across the sky ... before he falls behind to shoot the
crippled plane out of the sky. Oh. Did he mean to tell us that he watched the crippled plane limp to safety?

But not so much fun as: Kamikaze: A Japanese Pilot's Own Spectacular Story of the Famous Suicide
Squadrons

Al Sumrall says

Great semi-auto-biography of WWII Japanese fighter ace Saburo Sakai. Caidin's best. It's written as Saburo
Sakai's auto-biography but Caiden adds quite a bit in a subtle manner so you get the impression it's all Sakai.
There are times when Sakai's claims and memory seem suspect, just a little too detailed, but when you
consider it is written from his perspective only, filtered through an interpreter, Fred Saito, and then written
by a talented writer with extensive historical aviation knowledge, you can accept this book at face value for
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what it is, the perceptions of a young fighter pilot in the fog of war yet written by a talented author. Combat
claims on both sides were in good faith over claimed in all honesty and eyebrows might raise here and there,
but you won't find yourself running to the history shelf or wikipedia as the book is written on a very solid
foundation. It is a must read for any historian of the era, and it is quite fascinating, it is one you don't put
down until you are through.

Richard Norman says

For a history buff this book is a must read. Just with in the first few pages you understand the military
training that made the Japanese soldier into the type of fighting man he was. The honor code, the beatings
until they passed out, and the control of their superiors had made them mindless in the attack, observing
every command with exactness.
But this is a side note as to the fighter pilot Saburo Sakai who had downed 64 U.S. airplanes and was the top
ace for Japan in WWII. The book is a compilation of firsthand information from interviews with people who
were there, but it reads like a novel! Strap on your seat belt as you fly with him in his cockpit and as he
survives limping his wounded plain home, hurt so badly (losing an eye) that he should never have flown
again. Then bristling up, returning to the cockpit and the sky, again taking his Zero against multiple plains at
the same time an impossible feat and returning his craft home without a bullet hole in it; it is a journey into
WWII Japan, his finding love, and his conquering death by narrow escapes, his misery and degradation after
the war and his rising to a position of success in life. What an adventure!

Chris says

I've always been fascinated by WWII in the South Pacific, but I haven't read as much about the Japanese
perspective. A friend loaned this book to me after a discussion about WWII aviation, especially in the Pacific
war.

I didn't think too much of the book, though I'm prepared to concede at least part of that is cultural, since he's
telling the story from a perspective and an upbringing very different from mine. But there were a couple of
things that just didn't resonate with me at all.

One of them is the simple fact that he is very clearly bragging, and that wouldn't bother me so much if it
weren't for the fact that he is constantly pretending to be humble. The humility rings very false as he tells
tales of his constant successes in arial combat, and keeps a running count throughout the book of how many
planes he shot down. What's worse, I very much doubt his claims are true. He claims to have shot down 64
allied airplanes over the course of his career, which is significantly more than any allied pilot, and he is very
clearly proud of that number. The problem is, it is almost certainly not true. Allied pilots followed a different
and significantly stricter method of confirming claims from arial combat than the Japanese did - in order for
allied pilots to receive credit for a claim, it had to be witnessed and corroborated by fellow pilots and to some
extent had to be justified in separate allied assessments of the Japanese order of battle. The Japanese were
not so strict, and several of this author's claims were unverified.

A larger problem with the story, in my opinion, was that the author seemed to think there was a very specific
point where the tide turned against the Japanese, and if they had done a few things differently, they might
have prevailed. For the first part of the book, he talks about continuous successes, both in the air and on the
ground, and these seemed to indicate to him that the Japanese military was nearly invincible. And he may
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even have believed that at the time. It's around halfway through the book where he recognizes that the allied
equipment is becoming superior, and the allied pilots, as they gained experience, were becoming far more
effective. To him, it's a sudden change, as if it were caused by a few incidental details, and if everyone had
continued to push and succeed the way he had been, they could have prevailed.

The reality, I think, is fundamentally different. The Japanese were never going to prevail, and there was
nothing they could have done to change that fact. What appeared to be victories for the Japanese in 1941 and
1942 were just essentially defensive actions on the part of the allies while they awaited the production of
materiel and the training of sailors, soldiers and pilots. Once that happened, the appearance of Japanese
invincibility was overwhelmed by the reality of the situation they had put themselves in. It was a fight they
couldn't possibly win, and there were a few people in Japan, most famously Admiral Yamamoto, who knew
that from the very beginning.

So the author tells a story with an arc that hinged on key moments, and even as he tells the story in
retrospect, he seems surprised at the turning of the tide, the loss of his friends and the ultimate humiliation of
their loss. And I can at least sympathize with people who might have felt that way at the time, in the
situation. But with the benefit of hindsight, they should be able to see the futility of what they tried in the
first place. And a story told in hindsight should acknowledge that there is no way it could possibly have
turned out any differently than it did.

George K. says

Τον τελευτα?ο καιρ? ?χω φ?ει ?να κ?λληµα µε τα non-fiction βιβλ?α, κυρ?ως µε αυτ? που ?χουν να
κ?νουν µε στρατιωτικ? ιστορ?α, µαρτυρ?ες ανθρ?πων απ? τα πεδ?α των µαχ?ν, παιχν?δια
αληθιν?ν κατασκ?πων κλπ, γι'αυτ? και προµηθε?τηκα κ?µποσα και ?χω σκοπ? να προµηθευτ?

περισσ?τερα στο ?µεσο µ?λλον. Το συγκεκριµ?νο βιβλ?ο το ?βρισκα συνεχ?ς µπροστ? µου στο
Goodreads, σε λ?στες µε τα καλ?τερα βιβλ?α του ε?δους του, ?ξερα ?µως ?τι δεν ε?χε µεταφραστε?

στα ελληνικ?. Μ?χρι που πριν λ?γες µ?ρες π?ρα χαµπ?ρι την ελληνικ? ?κδοση, που κυκλοφ?ρησε
τ?λη Μα?ου. Ε, χ?ρηκα πολ? και αµ?σως το αγ?ρασα! Και, φυσικ?, δεν ?ργησα να το πι?σω στα
χ?ρια µου µε σκοπ? να το διαβ?σω.

Τα (πολλ?) λ?για ε?ναι φτ?χεια: Στο βιβλ?ο αυτ? διαβ?ζουµε σε πρ?το πρ?σωπο τα κατορθ?µατα
εν?ς απ? τους καλ?τερους και ηρωικ?τερους πιλ?τους που πολ?µησαν ποτ? στον Β' Παγκ?σµιο
Π?λεµο, του θρυλικο? Γιαπων?ζου πιλ?του Σαµπο?ρο Σακ?ι. Απ? τις Φιλιππ?νες µ?χρι την ?βο
Τζ?µα, ο Σακ?ι ?ταν στο επ?κεντρο των σκληρ?ν αεροµαχι?ν στο "Θ?ατρο του Ειρηνικο?

ωκεανο?", πιλοτ?ροντας κυρ?ως ?να καταδιωκτικ? Zero της Μιτσουµπ?σι. Κατ?ρριψε κ?µποσα
καταδιωκτικ? και βοµβαρδιστικ?, πολ?µησε στο πλευρ? πολλ?ν ηρωικ?ν και εξαιρετικ?ν πιλ?των
και βρ?θηκε αντιµ?τωπος µε επ?σης ηρωικο?ς και ικανο?ς πιλ?τους, καθ?ς και µε εξαιρετικ?

πολεµικ? αεροπλ?να της εποχ?ς. Πολλ?ς φορ?ς βρ?θηκε κοντ? στον θ?νατο, εν? δυο φορ?ς
τραυµατ?στηκε σοβαρ? (η δε?τερη φορ? τον κρ?τησε στο ?δαφος για πολλο?ς µ?νες). Τελικ?, ?µως,

επ?ζησε του πολ?µου, και ?ζησε µ?χρι το 2000, ?που και π?θανε σε ηλικ?α 84 ετ?ν, την στιγµ? που
οι περισσ?τεροι συµπολεµιστ?ς του π?θαναν σε ηλικ?α αρκετ? κ?τω των 30 ετ?ν...

Λοιπ?ν, το βιβλ?ο ε?ναι γεµ?το µε περιγραφ?ς απ? αεροµαχ?ες, οι οπο?ες κ?ποιες φορ?ς ε?ναι
σχετικ? σ?ντοµες και περιεκτικ?ς, κ?ποιες ?λλες ?µως µε περισσ?τερες λεπτοµ?ρειες και φανερ? πιο
?ντονες. ?πως και να'χει, οι περιγραφ?ς αυτ?ς µε ταξ?δεψαν στους ουρανο?ς π?νω απ? τον
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Ειρηνικ?, π?σω στα δ?σκολα χρ?νια του Β' Παγκοσµ?ου Πολ?µου, αν?µεσα στα αντιµαχ?µενα
πολεµικ? αεροπλ?να. ?µως δεν υπ?ρχουν µ?νο τ?τοιες περιγραφ?ς. Γιν?µαστε µ?ρτυρες και πολλ?ν
στιγµ?ν του Σακ?ι κ?τω στο ?δαφος, ε?τε στις δι?φορες στρατιωτικ?ς β?σεις πριν και µετ? τις
αεροµαχ?ες του -σε στιγµ?ς χαλ?ρωσης ? κ?τω απ? βοµβαρδισµο?ς εχθρικ?ν πολεµικ?ν
αεροπλ?νων-, ε?τε στα νοσοκοµε?α που νοσηλε?τηκε για λ?γο καιρ?, ε?τε στα σπ?τια συγγενικ?ν
του προσ?πων. Και, επ?σης, διαβ?ζουµε πολλ?ς σκ?ψεις του γ?ρω απ? το πιλοτ?ρισµα, το καθ?κον
του σαν πατρι?της, την οικογ?νει? του, τους συµπολεµιστ?ς και τους αντιπ?λους του, αλλ? και για
τον π?λεµο και τον κ?σµο γ?ρω του. Με το π?ρασµα των σελ?δων, βλ?πουµε και την εξ?λιξη του
πολ?µου και πως αυτ? επηρ?ασε τον Σακ?ι, αρχικ? υπ?ρχει ενθουσιασµ?ς και µεγ?λη αισιοδοξ?α,

οι ν?κες ε?ναι πολλ?ς και µεγ?λες, ?µως ?ταν τα πρ?γµατα αρχ?ζουν και αλλ?ζουν, οι εχθρο?

γ?νονται πιο δυνατο? και οι ?ττες ε?ναι συντριπτικ? περισσ?τερες απ? τις ν?κες, τ?τε ?ρχεται η
κατ?φεια και η απαισιοδοξ?α...

Το βιβλ?ο δεν το ?γραψε ο Σαµπο?ρο Σακ?ι, αλλ? ?νας Αµερικ?νος δηµοσιογρ?φος, ο Μ?ρτιν
Κα?ντ?ν, σε συνεργασ?α µε ?ναν ανταποκριτ? του Associated Press, τον Φρεντ Σ?ιτο. Το ?λο
κε?µενο, ?µως, βασ?στηκε αποκλειστικ? στις προσωπικ?ς σηµει?σεις του Σακ?ι, αλλ? και στις
εκατοντ?δες απαντ?σεις που ?δωσε ο θρυλικ?ς αυτ?ς πιλ?τος στις ερωτ?σεις του Σ?ιτο (σε
συνδυασµ? µε κ?ποια επ?σηµα ?γγραφα). Η γραφ? ε?ναι εξαιρετικ?, εθιστικ? και ευκολοδι?βαστη,

µε πολ? δυνατ?ς περιγραφ?ς των πολεµικ?ν σκην?ν, πραγµατικ? ?γινα ?να µε τον Σακ?ι και το Zero

του. Σε πολλ? σηµε?α η ?νταση βαρ?ει κ?κκινο και ο ενθουσιασµ?ς εν?ς λ?τρη των
πολεµικ?ν/περιπετειωδ?ν ιστορι?ν ?πως εγ? ?φτασε σε πολ? υψηλ? επ?πεδα. Βλ?πω ?τι το ?γραψα
π?λι το σεντον?κι µου, κ?τι λογικ? ?µως γιατ? το βιβλ?ο µε ενθουσ?ασε. Σ?γουρα ε?ναι ?να βιβλ?ο
που θα ξαναδιαβ?σω στο µ?λλον και που δυσκολε?οµαι να β?λω στην ?κρη, τ?ρα που το
τελε?ωσα.

Υ.Γ. ?σον αφορ? την ελληνικ? ?κδοση, µου φ?νηκε πολ? ωρα?α, µε προσεγµ?νη και γλαφυρ?

µετ?φραση, µε δυο χ?ρτες και λ?γες φωτογραφ?ες να συνοδε?ουν το κε?µενο. Στο τ?λος της
ελληνικ?ς ?κδοσης υπ?ρχουν και δεκαπ?ντε σελ?δες, που ?γραψε ?νας Αµερικ?νος
συνταγµατ?ρχης εν αποστρατε?α, του οπο?ου ο πατ?ρας σκοτ?θηκε στις 9 Ιουν?ου του 1942, απ?

τα πυρ? του Zero του Σαµπο?ρο Σακ?ι. Αυτ?ς ο τ?πος, λοιπ?ν, συναντ?θηκε µε τον Σακ?ι και τον
φιλοξ?νησε στο σπ?τι του. Τα λ?για ε?ναι περιττ?...

Wurmo says

For someone who is perpetually intrigued by the combat that took place in the Pacific Theater of Operations
during World War II, it was very interesting to read a book from the perspective of a Japanese fighter ace. I
had previously read "Oba: The Last Samurai," but this was an entirely different reading experience for some
reason. Overall, Saburo Sakai's story is a gripping one. He experienced some of the most intense aerial
combat of the entire war, from his early days flying in China to the hairy combat over Lai and Rabaul to the
final days of the war on the Japanese homeland. As with many pilot memoirs, the aerial accomplishments of
Saburo and his fellow Japanese pilots seem over-exaggerated, but this is too be expected. Also, the multiple
love interests he speaks of throughout the narrative, while adding a human element to the story, seem a bit
forced. Overall, though, this book is a reflection of the man's life. And what life reads like a perfect story?
Definitely a wonderful supplemental read for anyone interested in the air war over the Pacific -- or the
Pacific War as a whole. It helps American readers understand that the enemy had a face.
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Dave Roberts says

A very interesting biography of a WWII Japanese fighter pilot and his experiences during the war. He was
one of Japan's leading aces.

At the outset of the war, the Japanese flew the Zero, a fighter that was superior to US fighters, and Sakai
downed many US fighters. Later, as the US introduced superior plans, the Japanese new, faster planes came
too late.

Sakai's heroism and dedication are impressive. Reading this book, I'm impressed that there are skilled,
principled, heroic fighters on both sides of a war. It's such a tragedy that their skills are used just to attempt
to kill one another.

The book provides interesting insight into the psychology of a fighter pilot as well as a small but interesting
window into Japanese culture.

Philippe says

This is a nail-biting account of the aerial war in the Pacific theater as seen through the eyes of Saburo Sakai,
the most redoubtable Japanese ace to survive WWII. Kudos to ghostwriter Martin Caidin, an aeronautics buff
and deft pilot himself, who put together a gripping story based on long conversations with the fighter pilot,
backed up by Sakai's meticulously kept diaries. It is the contrast between the narrator's very Japanese
sounding stoicism and the utterly hair-raising events that kept me glued to these pages. It is somewhat
disconcerting to learn from Wikipedia that Samurai! is factually not totally trustworthy. However, the key
epics - wounded Sakai's escape from Guadalcanal, the Iwo Jima brawl with fifteen Hellcats, and a botched
suicide mission late in the war - seem to be an indisputable part of the official biography. The book
concludes with Japan's surrender and the end of Sakai's military career. Amazingly, he went on to live to the
blessed age of 84.

David B says

This is the autobiography of Japan's greatest ace pilot to survive WWII. Saburo Sakai became a hero in his
homeland and his account of his place in the Pacific War is even-handed and illuminating. In the early days
of the war, victory seems to come relatively easy to him and the other pilots in his fighter group due to their
superior training and the excellence of the Mitsubishi Zero fighter. As the war wears on, however, and the
United States becomes more fully engaged on its Western front, the tide turns and the situation becomes
increasingly desperate for Sakai and his compatriots, until the inevitable crushing defeat. Sakai, along with
his co-authors Martin Caidin and Fred Saito, presents exciting accounts of air battles and Sakai's harrowing
experience piloting his aircraft back to base after sustaining injuries that should have killed him. As good as
this stuff is, I was glad that the home front wasn't neglected in his narrative. In addition to being a great air
warrior, he also lived a wonderful love story with his future wife.
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Allan Harle says

Without a doubt my favourite book about aviation in WW2.

Alfredo says

Emocionante, terrible, entretenida, desoladoramente bella, dolorosa, vengativa historia. Va de menos a más y
ya después de que a Saburo Sakai le meten una bala en el cerebro volando su Zero se convierte una adicción.

PS: Es la autobiografía de Sakai. Lo de la bala va como en la mitad del libro. i.e. una bala en el cerebro
volando un avión dañado a 1000 kms de su pista más cercana no era motivo para echarse a morir.

Carol Storm says

The first-person story of Japan's greatest flying ace in World War II. Explosive action! Excruciatingly
painful wounds, and the stubborn pride of a man who refuses to be defeated.

One thing that makes this book fun is that if you have a lot of romantic illusions about Japan or the samurai
class this book will cure them. Not that Saburo Sakai isn't a class act, and a gentleman, but that he grew up
very poor in spite of his "samurai" ancestry. I mean like on the farm, dirt poor. It's also interesting that
though he's a tough guy and a born fighter there's nothing "macho" about his outlook. Indeed, he makes it
clear his role model for enduring agony is his mother. Last of all, the love story he tells about meeting his
wife and surviving the last desperate weeks of the war is truly inspiring.

This is a great book for anyone who likes World War II, flying aces, history, and Japanese culture.

David Bonesteel says

This is the autobiography of Japan's greatest ace pilot to survive WWII. Saburo Sakai became a hero in his
homeland and his account of his place in the Pacific War is even-handed and illuminating. In the early days
of the war, victory seems to come relatively easy to him and the other pilots in his fighter group due to their
superior training and the excellence of the Mitsubishi Zero fighter. As the war wears on, however, and the
United States becomes more fully engaged on its Western front, the tide turns and the situation becomes
increasingly desperate for Sakai and his compatriots, until the inevitable crushing defeat. Sakai, along with
his co-authors Martin Caidin and Fred Saito, presents exciting accounts of air battles and Sakai's harrowing
experience piloting his aircraft back to base after sustaining injuries that should have killed him. As good as
this stuff is, I was glad that the home front wasn't neglected in his narrative. In addition to being a great air
warrior, he also lived a wonderful love story with his future wife.


