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Horror meets the American Dream in this scathing take-no-prisoners novel about Hollywood, suburban
sprawl, racism, gun culture, automobile fetishism, and what just may prove to be the American Nightmare.
Award-winning author and screenwriter Debra Di Blasi returns to the scene of society’s crimeswith a
comical, outrageous, angry, and horror-filled book inevitably about love.
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What the Body Requires, and Drought, winner of the Thorpe Menn Book Award. Other awards include a
James C. McCormick Fellowship in Fiction, Diagram Innovative Fiction Award, and Cinovation
Screenwriting Award, among others. Sheis aformer book publisher, art critic, educator, and art critic.
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Jess Romer o says

Started it, then stopped. Then started back up, but stopped again. Just could not get into this book.

M elanie Page says

| met Debra Di Blasi about 8 years ago at the & NOW Festival in Buffalo, NY. | bought a slim book
containing two novellas and read them in my hotel room that evening. The next day, the author, Di Blasi,
presented at the conference. Foolishly, | told her she wrote the best novellas | had ever read (asif | was an
expert in novellareading — oh, the hubris!). But she was kind, and we've kept in contact since. Asthe
former creator and owner of Jaded Ibis Press, Di Blasi published my work in Dirty : Dirty, and guest judge
Doug Rice chose my story to published in Jaded Ibis's anthology of the best innovative college fiction. She's
now sold the press, but as you can tell, | am biased because | want her work to do well and she's been kind to
me, but 1’1l do my best to be fair.

Ugly Town isanovel turned movie script with a dose of meta-fiction. Someone asks, “Who istelling this
story?’ The formatting changes throughout, keeping you on your toes. The plot is essentially a very white
man named Scott somehow crasses into Ugly Town, where only the dead live. They can smell him — he
stinks of the living — but luckily he fallsin with Cindy, a gas station clerk, and Tina, a child with an AR-15.
.. Because lurking around is the devil of Ugly Town. He's aland devel oper who makes sure urban sprawl
never lets up. It's build, build, build until you can’t recognize anything.

| loved the characters of Ugly Town. The devil of the dead in urban sprawl hell actually scared me. He can
smell the living Scott (who isaVery. White. Man). He can hear the dead’ s thoughts and words from
anywhere. Since everyone is already dead, when he' s mad, the devil tortures his minions. Another favoriteis
Little Tinawith her green beret and automatic rifle. She makes quite an impression, though she' s still scared
of the dark. And then there' s the mysterious Debbie Andrews. Who is she, and what is her rolein Ugly
Town? Much of the story about Scott, Cindy, and Tinaistold from alarge gas-guzzling white SUV. You
never forget who's dead, because they do random dead-people things:

“Are the crows here also dead?’ Scott wonders aloud.

“C-R-O-W,” spells Tina and pops the Alphabits letters into her mouth and says, “1’m eating
crow!” and then she reaches through the glass of the side window and snatches a crow out of
mid-air and bitesits head off.

Cindy says, “ Spit that out, Tina.”
Tinamumbles, “Make me!” then opens her mouth wide to show Cindy the crow’s head.

The plot starts out puzzling for afew pages then becomes interesting. It's aimost like watching a horror
movie, which iswhat Di Blasi was going for based on the novel’ s description. | was scared, both of Ugly
Town and the references to waste and homogeneity that result from urban sprawl. When Cindy and (the very
white man) Scott think their only salvation isto find Debbie Andrews in alibrary — a symbol of the
antithesis of urban sprawl — the action ramped up.
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Di Blas hasalong and varied career. Her projects go back and forth between narrative-driven, like Drought
& Say What You Like, and highly experimental and harder to follow, like The Jiri Chronicles. I'm
wondering if somewhere along the way readers complained about the challenging nature of her experimental
works, because at the end of Ugly Town, Di Blasi explains what she was going for in certain aspects of her
book. Thisisn't just anovel about the horrors of waste and excessin urban sprawl, it’s about race. If you
miss that, she lets you know. She points out how some readers don't get her, but the astute ones followed
aong. | get where Di Blasi is going with her final chapter, though | felt it took away from the rest of the
story. By leaning toward the didactic, the narrative becomes less impactful — but perhaps that is her
intention.

Though thrown off at the end, | enjoyed Di Blasi’ s refreshing imagination asit led me through the suburban
hell, introduced me to the dead, and carried me face-to-face with the devil. The formatting is experimental,

but in away that adds and isn’t gimmicky.

Thisreview was originally published at Grab the Lapels

Tim Gray says

Thisbook (or isit movie?) was an interesting read. Some of it | got, some of it | didn't (at least in part dueto
the fact I'm British not American).

If you want a conventional novel, with an 'easy read feel', go pick up another book. If you want something
different, that might provoke some thinking, thisiswell worth ago.

Go on - expand your mind.....

Nathan " N.R." Gaddissays

| write because | hate. A lot. (or something like that.) Said Gass. Well. Debradi Blasi hates suburbia even
more than you do. Just goes to show you can make great art out of and about trash. Read this one. Read di
Blasi. Put down your trashy low=brow and middle=brow whatever you're reading and read di Blasi and
maybe I'll shut up about how sick and suburban our ugly=town literary cultureis.

[don't like the brow=continuum? Here's another one -- urban, suburban, rural. zB, Ulysses, Ugly Town, Cow
Country. (yes| just compared Cow Country to Ulysses)]
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