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Jarrett J. Krosoczka is back with The Ostrich Conspiracy, the second installment in a fast-paced, action-
packed, and hilarious middle-grade series featuring two platypus detectives, perfect for fans of Diary of a
Wimpy Kid, Big Nate, and Lunch Lady.

The opening of the Kalamazoo City Dome--the world's largest indoor amusement complex--has everyone in
the city buzzing, especially because it's going to be the shooting site for Chase Mercy's new blockbuster film.
But that's when things start to go haywire. Who would want to sabotage the Dome, and why? Detectives
Rick Zengo and Corey O'Malley are on the case!
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Becky says

I still like the premise of this mystery-detective series. But I think I liked the first book more than the second.
Or else I was just really in the right mood to love the novelty of it, the humor of it. Mood does play a
significant part sometimes. That being said, I did like this one. I liked our platypus heroes. I liked Zengo and
his partner O'Malley. The book opens with a crime or potential crime. Something goes horribly wrong on the
opening night of the new indoor/outdoor amusement park. As horribly wrong as you'd expect a juvenile
mystery to get perhaps. Someone tampered with the power, people were stuck on rides for hours, the
fireworks went off early and before the roof could be opened up, and the fireworks caused some fires. So not
a great opening day but certainly memorable for all the wrong reasons. Zengo and O'Malley decide to take
the case and see if it was all deliberate. They have a feeling it was, but, no proof at the beginning. They have
strong feelings about some of the people--or should that be ANIMALS--involved. But they have to look for
evidence and proof to build a case. Some characters readers met in the first book, but, plenty are new to the
second book.

I liked this one. There are a handful of action sequences in it. Those who are looking for ACTION may like
it more than the first one.

Daniel W. says

Roller coasters, platypie, movie stars, detectives, ostriches, car chases, and suspense… What more could you
want? The book Platypus Police Squad, The Ostrich Conspiracy, by Jarrett J. Krosoczka, gives you wall this
and more! There is lot of mystery and action within the book.

The city of Kalamazoo has recently built an indoor amusement park called the Dome™, but something went
wrong. All of the rides went haywire. Detectives Rick Zengo and Corey O’Malley are sent to investigate
what truly went wrong at the Dome™. The Mayor and the Dome™ security are trying to repel the
investigation.

This book is exciting, and fun to read. My personal favorite part was the car chase in chapter 8. “Just then a
loud engine roared. Zengo turned to see a motorcycle bearing down on them. Before he could even react, the
helmeted motorcycle list grabbed the crate out of O'Malley's hands and zoomed towards the parking lot exit
at full throttle.”

I would recommend this book to anyone that likes Scooby Doo and other mystery type books with lots of
action, also to anyone that likes animals.

I would rate this ? because, some parts of the story were unexplained, but most of it was pretty good!
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Brenda says

Kalamazoo City is set to be the next site for celebrity Chase Mercy's action film, but when something
mysteriously goes wrong at the grand opening of its newest amusement park, detectives Rick Zengo and
Corey O'Malley must unravel the clues as to who is responsible. Their investigation pits the developers from
a neighbor city against Frank Pandini Jr., who is trying to bring in Chase Mercy's movie. Who will
ultimately be responsible? I really liked how the action picked up in The Ostrich Conspiracy, with all the
added chase scenes and boomerang throws. Even the investigation took on a nice spin. Overall, the
illustrations and humorous detectives made for a fun exciting read. My ARC was from Walden Pond Press as
a part of a giveaway offered during Middle Grade March.

The Styling Librarian says

Platypus Police Squad, The Ostrich Conspiracy by Jarrett J. Krosoczka – Expected publishing date: May 6th,
2014. Animal Fiction/Mystery – A new police officer, Zengo, a platypus, has an adventure while trying to
solve crimes. I couldn’t stop reading this book: it has car chases, fireworks, ferris wheels breaking down,
sabotage, and it is packed to the brim with action! All this leads to a solid, entertaining mystery that keeps
you guessing the culprit right to the end of the book. The setting for a large portion of the book is in quite the
appealing place: an indoor amusement park! What a brilliant idea. I know students will get lost picturing the
action, especially with all of Jarrett’s accompanying pictures. I think this book could completely be a stand
alone book but also has fantastic connections to characters in Jarret’s first Platypus Police Squad book.
Personally, I was thrilled to revisit characters that I met and got to know in the first book. I can’t wait to read
this with all of the illustrations complete since I’ve enjoyed the Advanced Readers Copy! I highly
recommend this book!

Ms. Yingling says

Zengo is back, this time investigating a malfunstion at a new amusement park, the Kalamazoo City Dome.
His partner O'Malley's daughter was caught at the top of a Ferris wheel when the power went out in the
entire park, and this outage spells disaster for the park, as well as the city. The park was a pet project of the
Mayor Davis', but the detectives are suspicious as to why much of the work on the park was done by
contractors from another city. As they investigate, they find a tangled web of deceit. At the same time, the
entrepreneur Pandini is working to bring a film to the city, and has his own plans for investigating the park...
and maybe taking over the city government. Ever resourceful, Zengo and O'Malley get to the bottom of the
problem, but not without humorous derring-do first.

Strengths: This doesn't try so hard to have a film noir feel to it, and concentrates more on the detective work.
The first book has done better than I hoped with my students, who love funny books that are on the shorter
side and are also illustrated. They tend not to be picky about content. (See Stick Dog.)

Weaknesses: If the finished copy of this is like the first book, it will be paper-over-board, and those wear SO
poorly. Couldn't there be a dust jacketed hardcover?
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Terry says

Adult Reader Reaction: The story is funny, but also poignant. Zengo is an "every platypus" character -
clever, unsure of himself, and prone to jump to conclusions. The mystery is well presented. There is just
enough suspense to keep you reading, but neither scary nor predictable. I highly recommend this as a read-
aloud.

Pros: Humor, down-to-earth characters, and good ol' detective work combine in a great story for upper
elementary and middle school readers.

To read our full review, go to The Reading Tub®.

Jennifer Donovan says

I really enjoyed this book, possibly more than the first one. The mysteries on both were solid, and I think that
this one had a lot more action -- the end was quite fast-paced and action-packed -- but the first one perhaps
had more going for it in terms of characterization. The bottom line is that they are both great books. If you
liked the first, you'll probably like this one. If you aren't familiar with these series and are looking for action-
packed books with humor and a strong plot, you should check them out.

Platypus detectives O'Malley and Zengo are back fighting crime in Kalamazoo City. Zengo has more
experience under his belt and is bummed out about still being known as Rookie. O'Malley is still hard at
work at fighting crime and trying to balance work and family. His teenagers feature prominently in this
mystery as well, and I love that element.

One might assume that the relatively thin books with pictures liberally interspersed with text would be good
for early readers, especially those who are fans of Jarrett J. Krosoczka's picture books or Lunch Lady series,
but these books have advanced vocabulary and pretty intense plots that can easily be appreciated by older
middle grade readers as well. That said, these elements also make them perfect for younger readers who are
on a more advanced reading level.

***I received a copy of this book from the publisher.

Dena (Batch of Books) says

This is the second book in the Platypus Police Squad series, and it has just as much mystery and action as the
first. I read both books to my daughter and she loved them. She keeps asking if there is another one.

In this installment, Zengo and O'Malley are out to discover who sabotaged the opening night of Kalamazoo
City's newest attraction. They follow the clues, have a few action packed chases, and even have some well-
timed rescues. These two platypus detectives are a heap of fun to read about. I would recommend this series
to kids ages 8-12 that like mysteries, cops, and detective work.

These books have great characters, solid writing, and plenty of action to keep kids glued to the page. The
illustrations are plentiful and add just the right amount of visual for the age group.
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Content: Clean

Source: I received an advanced copy of this book from the publisher, which did not affect my review in any
way.

My blog: Batch of Books

Dalin says

Despite the joyfully silly quality of having the platypus policemen and a town populated by animals, there
was actually a rather high level of intelligence to the book. The writing never treats its audience like they’re
little kiddies, while still working on a level that is understandable to them. There are some smart jokes, and
the characters are actually quite multifaceted, showing a range of emotion and motivations for their actions.

June says

Read for my child parent book club. It was suggested by downtown and had a prepackage book club
program. A nice enough story with a rookie cop and his experienced partner. Someone is sabotaging the new
amusement park and there are numerous suspects. I'll try to get back and record what the book club thinks.

Owen says

It was better than the first. The mystery and the characters were funnier and better.

M. says

Roughly 3rd grade, probably more boys than girls. The story--in Kalamazoo City, someone is sabotaging the
new amusement park. Could it be the workers from nearby Walhalla? And what are the mysteries
surrounding the design and building of the park? It's up to the Platypus Police Squad, that elite Kalamazoo
City detective squad, to figure it out.

Full of puns and plays on words. Lots of very good (black and white) drawings, large print, well spaced
print. This will be a fun book for a lot of children.

Erik This Kid Reviews Books says

I have not read the first book in this series, but after reading this one, I’m going to pick it up. I love that the
characters are animals. I think animal characters leave more room for humor and Mr. Krosoczka takes
advantage of that (for example, a walrus owns a contractor company, and chameleon runs a newspaper). The
book is hilarious. The story is well written and the plot is solid. There are black and white sketchy
illustrations scattered throughout the book that breaks the text up and add to the story. They also make it
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more funny (if that is possible)! I also like that, in this book series, Mr. Krosoczka doesn’t have guns. The
replacement is a boomerang. I think that that is great because, a) boomerangs are cool, and b) it makes the
book more appropriate for younger kids.
*NOTE I got an ARC of this book in exchange for an honest review

chess mangum says

The book platypus police squad 2 is a great book and i like it alot. The police squad ends up in an amusement
park because the shut off button was turned off and there was no power and people started thinking that it
was the operator. Then the next day the chief said that his daughter was stuck at the top of the ferris wheel
and she was already afraid of heights and her boyfriend made her go on the ride and he said nothing bad
would happen but he was wrong. Then there was movie premiere and there was going to be some scenes at
the amusement park but the police squad thinks that the power shut off has something to do with the movie
but they don't know for sure yet, and that's where i'm at right now in the book.

Mary says

"Platypus Police Squad: The Ostrich Conspiracy" by Jarrett J. Krosoczka is the second in the series of the
Platypus detectives. The Kalamazoo City Dome is the city's brand new family attraction. It opened only 13
months after it was announced. The opening night of the Dome the fireworks show begins and then the
electric goes out and everything is pitch black. The Dome can't finish retracting and the fireworks explode on
its hard surface and start a fire.
The detectives Rick Zengo and Corey O'Malley from the Platypus Police Squad investigate the mishap. The
city of Kalamazoo wants to know why it happened and if the movie that Chase Mercy stars in will still be
filmed there. Chase Mercy is their native son who became a movie star. The detectives solve the mystery and
the Dome safely opens again.
This series is for middle school kids who love mysteries. The different animal characters are humorous and
entertaining. The story holds your attention until the very end.


