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The highly anticipated prequel to the New Y ork Times bestselling Cirque Du Freak series!

Before Cirque Du Freak...

Before the war with the vampaneze...

Before he was avampire.

Larten Crepsley was a boy.

Asachild laborer many centuries ago, Larten Crepsley did his job well and without complaint, until the day
the foreman killed his cousin as an example to the other children.

In that moment, young Larten flies into arage that the foreman wouldn't survive. Forced on the run, he
deepsin crypts and eats cobwebs to get by. And when a vampire named Seba offers him protection and
training as a vampire's assistant, Larten takesit.

Thisishis story.
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Eunice says

I loved this book so much, | could cry from happiness!
It was so lovely to read about all the older characters (but when they were younger), and also find out about
some of the even older characters that were dead by the time the first series occurred.

I'll probably have to buy the entire series when they're al out. :3

Also we get to find out why Mr Crepsley's hair is orange!!! :D

Chappy says

Began and finished in a single afternoon, impossible to put down and a fantastic treat. To return to Shans
vampire stories without having to reread is areal pleasure. We get the opportunity to be reacquainted with
severa familiar faces, some of which we thought we would never see again and others we were hoping not
to.

A brand new story with the same brilliant story telling ability from one of the al time greats. Whilst the first
book may have had some of the same destinations and characters as the saga of Darren Shan, | know we are
off to new and exciting places and | for one am keen to experience the new and relive the old from one of my
favourite series.

Four more books from Darren Shan in the universe of the vampires, | for one can't wait to begin this new
journey.

Rebecca M cNutt says

Birth of a Killer was slightly more interesting than the Darren Shan series, but for the most part it tries to be
overly weird despite its generic characters, choppy sentences and unorigina story. definitely not abook 1'd
recommend.

Zahra Dashti says
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Amanda says

| loved this book it answered alot of questions for me that weren’t answered in Cirque Du Freak. | did read
the ARC (advanced readers copy) of this book so | will not betoo harsh on it (though | didn’t see much if
anything that really needed to be changed.)

I’m not going to write much because | don’t want to give away spoiler but | have afew hunches of things
that might happen but | could be totally wrong. (No I’ m not saying what they are)

There isathing that bothers me that | just realized (and it’s not just in this book) | like Shan’s take on
vampires but | like to think of vampires more as powerful, romantic and violent creatures (NO NOT
TWILIGHT!) so | find it kind of gross/annoying that the vampires are mostly all drunks and they are so
unsanitary. That just makes them seem weak and | don’t like to think of vampires asweak. | still love this
series| just don't love al the vampires.

MaxiMillion says

Elements and style : In this prequel to The Saga of Darren Shan, Darren Shan is more serious than heisin
the saga of Darren Shan, using the more somber fell to reflect the protagonist, Larten Crepsley. He also
provides afeel of connection to the normal series by introducing characters that appear in that series, and
showing how they knew/know L arten Crepsey. He uses an older style of speaking, showing how thisis
300 yearsin the past, and every once-in-a-while provides a flashback to when Larten worked in the factories.
Characterization : Darren shows a deep and dark feeling in the protagonist, Larten Crepsley, which
sometimes makes him seem like amonster, or aserial killer. During most of the novel he fights this feeling,
trying to avoid becoming a creature of the night.

Plot : This story begtinsin asmall town where Larten Crepsey and his siblings and cousin work in a
factory. The cruel master of the factory kills Larten's cousin for "not working hard enough™ which causes
Larten to kill him. Larten runs from the city, and meets Seba Nile, avampire who offersto take Larten
under hiswing as avampire's assistant. They travel far and wide, and pick up a boy who's been ravaged by a
vampaneze. This boy becomes L arten's closest friend. L arten and his friend become full vampires and
travel to Vampire mountain, for the yearly tournament, only to have their behinds kicked. They leave in
shame, and come into the company of avampire whao's out to enjoy life. The book ends as they decide to
travel with him.

Paige Bookdragon says

FLAAAAAAAAAT

FLAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAT
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FUCKING FLAT!!!
This book isflatter than my cleavage and I'm not going to read the whole series, book bundle be damned.

FRTC

Vendea says

Neméam slov. Oproti ostatnim knihdm ze sv?ta upir?, které mistr Shan napsal, je tohle n?co nového. Kniha se
?etlarychle aLarten je daleko sympati 2?j8im a ak?n?jSim hrdinou nez byval jeho u?ednik Darren. Navic
jsou tu vSichni sta?i p?atelé... A ten konec v Pokud se bojite Série o poloupirovi Darrenovi, tak vyzkou3ejte
Zrozeni zabijaka, které v?eravyso. Je to srdcovkal

Nicola Mansfield says

Reason for Reading: | love Darren and read each new book as it comes out.

Larten Crepsley isamajor character in Shan's "Cirque Du Freak" series and this book, first in a proposed 4-
book series, tells hislife story starting briefly with his pre-vampire childhood and continuing on through the
years until he becomes afully blooded vampire and leaves his master to go out in the world by himself.

Since this book happens before the "Cirque Du Freak™" seriesit is not necessary to have read it to understand
this book but the joy of meeting familiar faces and learning their past history will be missed if thisbook is
read cold turkey. Larten is an interesting character from the first page and quickly develops the personality
traits we are used to seeing in him but now we know where his silent, hardness comes from and the roots of
his greatness. Somehow reading the story when you know how the whole story of hislife endsin the distant
future leaves out some of the tension as we aready know the ultimate fate of many characters, including
Larten . But there are many questions about Larten's past that need explaining and his connection with the
Cirque Du Freak and Mr. Tall is covered in this volume asis his whol e apprenticeship, half-blooding, full
blooding and hisfirst trip to the Council to participate in the games as a fresh blood. Lots of excitement, with
much action and the introduction of Larten's role-models shape the beginning of hislife and the ending
leaves us with aquick glance at the introduction of an old enemy from "Cirque Du Freak" making me eager
to pick up Book Two, which will be out in May of thisyear (2011).

Amin says
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Thalestral says

5 stars. Thefirst in aseries of four, thisis the story of Darren's mentor from the original series, whose origins
were only ever vaguely hinted at previously. A page turner right from the start, this is more gripping than the
original series, and the hero is | think more likable and certainly easier to sympathise with.

From his poverty stricken and beaten down origins to his meeting with his vampire master, thisis going to be
amust read for al Darren Shan fans, as well as for anyone looking for a more traditional vampiretale.

Ahmad Sharabiani says

Birth of aKiller (The Saga of Larten Crepsey #1), Darren Shan

Ghazaleh says
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Adam says

Whoa. THAT was amazing.

| got it yesterday and finished it last night at about midnight. Gosh, the ending was SO suspensful.

Birth of aKiller isthefirst of four book in a prequel seriesto the awesome Cirque Du Freak. And it's all
about Larten Crepsley. Many centuries ago, he worked as a child laborer with a dozen or so of his brothers
and sisters. But his best friend was his orphan cousin, Vur Horston. After Vur does something wrong in the
factory they work at, the boss kills him as an example of what not to do. Larten then picks up aknife and
kills the boss. Scared of what will happen next, he flees the city and finds an old graveyard to spend the night
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in. There, he finds Seba Nile, who is a vampire. And offers Larten to become his assistaint. When he accepts,
he has no ideawhat heisin for.

| LOVED thisbook. It brought back some of my favorite characters from Cirque Du Freak, like Vancha,
Paris, Evanna (just mentions her), Seba and Mr. Tall. It also brought back some of my least favorite
characters, like Mr. Tiny and Murlough. The addition of Wester (I think thats his name) to the book made it
interesting. He is probably my favorite character now. | also liked how the Cirque Du Freak itself was
actually included in the book.

| am interested to find out more of Lartens story, such as how he got the scar, how he found Madame Octa,
and how he met Arra Sails. The next in the series, Ocean of Blood does not come out until April :( | guess
that's my punishment for finishing thisin aday. No, it wasworthiit.

The cliffhanger ending will leave readers on the edge of their seat, hungry for morejust like | am.

Thomas Silva says

The book was the beginning of a prequel series, having the main character be Larten Crespley, so far they
have introduced old characters and even afew new ones along the way, if you've enjoyed Cirque Du Freak, |
definitely recommend that you read this series. :D
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