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The Major is home from the wars at last…

Edmund Sherritt, Major Lord Canforth, has devoted eight tumultuous years to fighting Napoleon. Finally
Europe is at peace, and he can retire to his estates and the lovely wife he hasn’t seen since their brief,
unhappy honeymoon. The innocent girl he loved from the first moment he saw her, but who shied away from
him on their wedding night.

The beautiful woman who greets him at Otway Hall on Christmas Eve is no longer the sweet ingénue he
remembers. This new and exciting version of his beloved countess is strong, outspoken, and independent,
and she’s willing to stand up for what she wants. The question is—does she want the husband who returns to
her arms more as a stranger than a spouse?

Now the real battle begins.

Felicity, Lady Canforth, has had eight long years to regret that she sent her husband from a cold marriage
bed to face brutal combat, danger and hardship. The only child of elderly parents, Felicity came to marriage
innocent and ignorant, and unable to conceal her shock at the sensual power of the earl’s caresses. Before she
found the nerve to offer Canforth a more generous welcome, he was called away to war. The Major left
behind a countess who was a bride, not a wife; a woman unsure of her husband’s feelings, and too timid to
confess how fervently she desires the man she wed.

Fate has granted an older, wiser Felicity a second chance to win her husband’s heart. Now nothing will stop
her from claiming victory over the famous war hero. This Christmas, she’ll deploy every ounce of courage,
purpose and passion to seize the life and love she’s longed for, ever since Canforth left to serve his country.
Whatever it costs, whatever it takes, she’ll lure the dashing Major back into her bed, where she means to
show him he’s the only man she wants as her lover—and her love.

After years of yearning and separation, will a Christmas miracle heal the wounds of the past and offer the
earl and his bride a future bright with love?
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kathie says

I can't believe I read a Christmas novella in September, but I did. I only intended to download and read the
sample to see if it was something I might like but ended up reading the whole thing. Since it is only 86
pages, it wasn't that difficult. This is a pleasant little story about a married couple who truly didn't get a
chance to know each other well (four weeks) when the hero, an earl, went off to war. She was only 18 when
they did marry and although they both were very much attracted to each other, it was basically a society
match and they didn't know each other well to begin with. Eight years have passed and he has finally
returned and they must get reacquainted. This is their story, and although short, it was a satisfying read. I
don't think the timing or setting of Christmas is a big factor in this story and therefore it doesn't matter when
you read it. Although with Christmas right around the corner, it would be a good time to read something
quick.

Tracy Emro says

A heartwarming novella

Edmund, the Earl of Canforth is finally home after years of war and very anxious about reuniting with his
bride.

Flick and Edmund were only married for two weeks before he was called away and they were separated from
each other in 8 years - can these two find their way back to each other after so much time apart? Can they
finally say the words that they kept to themselves all those years ago?

This is a sweet Christmas novella about reunited lovers. It is a well written, steamy, emotional, lovely story
that flows beautifully and makes you believe in the power of love!

I really loved this novella and highly recommend it!

Carol *Young at Heart Oldie* says

I started my Christmas reading early this year with a lovely, heart-warming second-chance short story
from Anna Campbell.

It was love at first sight for Edmund and Felicity (Flick), but they had only been married for two weeks when
Edmund received orders to join his regiment. In their short, awkward time together, they had never felt at
ease enough with each other to openly discuss their true feelings and were still little more than strangers
when Edmund left. After eight long years, Edmund is finally able to return home and is determined to build a
real marriage.

Even within the constraints of a short story, Ms. Campbell can still pack a real emotional punch. She made
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me feel Edmund and Flick’s initial feelings of uncertainty, regret and fear after their long separation. The
years running the estate have given Flick a degree of confidence lacking in her younger self. The only child
of elderly parents, she was shy and inexperienced when she married and regrets not having been braver and
more responsive to her husband’s lovemaking. I like how she is determined to seize this second chance.

Edmund has his own fears. War has changed him, and he is uncertain of the welcome he will receive from
Flick, but she sees that he is still the same kind, considerate man she remembers. I like the scene involving
the ‘burnt letters’, when Flick’s misunderstanding of the situation leads them to finally talk openly about
their feelings for each other and confess their love.

MY VERDICT: A delightful start to my Christmas reading.

**I received a complimentary copy from the author for the purposes of an honest review. **

This review was first published on my Rakes and Rascals Blog:

https://rakesandrascals.wordpress.com...

Peggy M says

I read this story when it was part of the anthology ‘Under the kissing bough’

This story is about a young girl and a man who fell in love when they first met in a ballroom but the girl was
too young and too shy to show her feelings for the man and he was too much of a gentleman and too
conscience of her innocence to show her his manly feelings for her. He did propose to her and she accepted
and they married but their time together was too short to show their true feelings for each other. Now after
eight years apart, they are reunited with each other but both are still unsure about how the other feel about
them. But as their long distance apart has learn them one thing, that is that their feelings hasn’t changed and
they both want a ‘real’ marriage and this time they will show each other how they really feel.

I found this a very emotional and lovely story. I adore second chance love stories and Christmas stories and
this book had it both. I liked both characters very much. Felicity is a young, shy girl that felt in love but
didn’t know what to do with her feelings but later realizes that she wants more from her husband then he
gave her in the beginning of their marriage. Edmund is a man who came back from war, not knowing how
his wife will react to his return but who longs for her arms and her heart to be his.

In comparison with many other Christmas stories, this one was more sober, there was no Christmas party, no
big Christmas celebration but for me the Christmas spirit was very alive in this story. It was just a story about
two people who get a second chance at love, what is more Christmas then that!

This is Anna Campbell at her best! This story reminded me again why I love her books, the passion and the
feelings. I’m looking forward to more stories like this.
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Sometime says

This was a sweet little romance. As a novella, I thought the story had good pacing. The MCs were both very
likable and the romance developed naturally.

As a second chance of sorts, it does well. There is an 8 year separation but for a very good reason. (He goes
off to war). And when they meet again they are almost like strangers. I did get annoyed that they had such
poor communication before he left and even their letters contained no real feelings. They were distant
acquaintances and nothing more. When they are reunited, they finally have an honest conversation as adults
and things get steamy and sweet.

I just always hate the long separation and the feeling of so much wasted time. (view spoiler) Oh well,
without any of this we would have no book. So it was mildly annoying, but not a deal breaker.

This book is safe. Both remain faithful during the separation.

Rose Blue says

As reviewed at Roses Are Blue: http://wp.me/p3QRh4-DT

Edmund Sherritt, Major Lord Canforth, has finally received his official discharge documents, and is heading
home after almost eight years of being a soldier. Though he's filled with anticipation at seeing his wife again,
he's also feeling unsure of his reception. As he gets closer to home, Edmund thinks about meeting his wife,
Felicity, whom he calls "Flick," for the first time. Edmund fell in love almost immediately upon dancing
with her. They had a whirlwind courtship, and spent only two weeks together, before Edmund's orders called
him away. Though they slept together, Edmund tightly reined in his passion because Felicity was young,
scared, inexperienced, and very skittish. No words of love passed between them.

Felicity is stunned to see her long absent husband return home on Christmas Eve, as she had no word from
him that he was discharged. While she wants to fling herself into his arms, she holds back because they never
had that kind of loving relationship. Felicity has had eight long years to reflect on her brief marriage, and she
deeply regrets that she was such a coward as far as physical intimacy. She has thought much about passion,
and how she'd like to have that kind of connection with Edmund. She notes that Edmund now has scars and
injuries he never confided to her in any of his regular letters, and longs to reassure him that he's still
attractive to her. Though Felicity fell in love with Edmund as quickly as he did with her, she never spoke of
her love either.

When Edmund gives Felicity a sweet, but brief, kiss under the mistletoe, then retires alone to his own bed, it
seems that there will be no bridging the gulf between this night. Yet, Felicity doesn't hesitate to go to
Edmund when he cries out while having a nightmare. What follows is a beautiful night of genuine passion,
emotions and doubts expressed, and, finally, love confessed. It feels like a Christmas miracle for these two
lovers, who have been in limbo so long to finally find their happiness. MISTLETOE AND THE MAJOR is a
short, but beautifully written novella, which is full of heart, emotion, tear inducing sentiment, and a
deserving couple finding their home and love with each other. A recommended read for any time of the year.
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Sue Gerhardt Griffiths says

4.5 stars

Anna Campbell, the author of this delightful Christmas story never fails to make me smile, once again Ms
Campbell has delivered a gorgeous romantic and festive tale. This story was filled with warmth and humour
and was just so darn adorable. I adored Edmund and Felicity, they were sweet, wonderful and charming
characters. Digby their dog was a cutie too.

If you’re after a christmassy historical romance novella then Mistletoe and the Major is the perfect story you
can sink your teeth into.

Inn Auni says

The cover was so bright and vivid and pulled me towards it. ?

Both MC were cute. Because this was a novella, everything was fast. But, not in a bad way. ? They got
married and after a couple of weeks, the H had to go and serve his country at battlefields. During their
honeymoon, they were strangers and after 8 years, they're still strangers. But, both loved each other and
eager to make their marriage work.

I'm glad it's short because if not, it could get boring.

Trish R. says

This was just ok for me. It was about Edmond, who was coming home from the war, eight years after he’d
married Felicity. That’s a damn long time. He had been wounded in the leg but that really wasn’t talked
about that much. What was talked about, or rather thought about A LOT, was how much he loved her and
how she’d loved him the first time she saw him but neither one told the other. That made it a little too angsty
for me, since that kind of thinking went on and on. I hate when couples don’t talk to each other.

Then, depending on the size of the font on your iPad, or whatever it is you read on, the sex scene was
between 25 and 35 pages long. A lot of pages when you consider this was only about 86 pages of reading
material.

This is the third or fourth time I’ve tried an Anna Campbell book or novella and I’ve reached my limit. I
know there’s a whole bunch of you who really, really like “angst” but it’s really not for me and that seems to
be all Ms. Campbell can write. So, I’ll leave the rest of you to it.
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Jonetta says

Originally posted on The Book Nympho

Edmund Sherritt, Major Lord Canforth, married his wife, Felicity eight years ago and two weeks later left to
serve in several war campaigns. Now he’s returning to a woman he fell in love with but was unsure of her
feelings for him. It’s been a long time and he doesn’t know if she’s even interested in continuing their
relationship.

This is such a lovely story, the Christmas season being an ideal setting for Edmund and Felicity to reunite.
Their first encounter upon his return was also fitting, with no one else around and both "unarmed" as it were
as neither was prepared for the moment. I liked how we were given both points of view to see where each
was coming from as they sometimes awkwardly reacquainted with each other, taking small and tentative
steps forward. It felt natural, authentic and endeared them both to me. In a short time, I got fully invested in
these two and rooted for their relationship.

Edmund and Felicity's story was the perfect start to the holiday season. There’s nothing forced about their
love for one another and it was poignant that these two were separated so soon after their marriage and not
given time to express their feelings to each other. As usual, Campbell gives us some sensuality with her
romance, making this an all around gem of a story.

(I received a complimentary copy of this book from the author in exchange for an honest review)

Jude Knight says

Charming and heartwarming

This Is a tale of two shy people together again after eight years, each uncertain of the feelings of the other.
The hero is home from the wars, desperate to try to build a true marriage with the bride he left eight years
ago, after a fortnight of awkward marriage. Can he win her love? The answer is no, because he has had it
from the start. In true Anna Campbell fashion, we have two beautifully drawn sympathetic characters, tender
moments to warm the heart, and a happy ending at Christmas.

Stacey is Sassy says

A tasty little morsel that left me satisfied.

Anna Campbell has again given me a sweet little treat to satisfy my historical romance addiction. In
Mistletoe and the Major, we are introduced to a young couple that has been separated for nearly 8 years after
only two weeks of marriage. Considering the year and how things were done back then, they were practically
strangers. Two weeks was hardly enough time for them to know each other, let alone establish trust and
communication. Neither knew that it was love at first sight and the 8 years apart nearly destroyed them.

I enjoyed taking a look into the life of a dedicated man serving his country. You can't help but compare it to
our servicemen of today. Yes, the times served can be long and painful, but if I'm not wrong, there are
quicker and more effective ways to communicate with loved ones. I can't imagine being unable to see my
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husband for 8 years and only receiving letters that really don't tell the full story. I think he too would try to
make it seem better than what it really is.

Another awesome step back in time that made me smile, blush, smirk and sigh. I love Anna Campbell's
ability to leave me satisfied with her short tales. I can't wait for more.

Jennifer says

This novella surprised me with its fully realized emotional range and main characters. The historical details
were a nice touch that added interest and depth to the very simple plot. I felt the frustration and angst of the
MCs. I could even ignore the H's rake past (not that it was very detailed, thank goodness) since he was
faithful to his wife during their years long separation. This author is new to me and I enjoyed her storytelling
style very much. My only complaint is that I wish this were a full length novel.

Cheesecake says

[ he was true while apart (hide spoiler)]

OLT says

Once I was a big fan of Anna Campbell's work, mostly her very earliest novels. Her more recent novellas
turn me off. The limited page count of a romance novella must sacrifice something, either (1) plot, or (2) sex
scenes. Campbell, IMO, often sacrifices plot in her novellas so that the reader can be a voyeur (voyeuse?) to
the H and h getting it on.

This Christmas novella does have the obligatory sex between H and h, but the plot and its development was
satisfying and played the major part in the story. It's romantic and poignant. The H and h are a long-married
couple but have never really lived together or gotten to know each other, because after only two weeks of
"honeymoon" the soldier H goes off to fight in the Napoleonic Wars and they don't see each other for 8
years. Their only communication is through the exchange of rather unromantic letters.

Now H is back, scarred and wounded from the war. They have an awkward reunion and now must learn how
to be a married couple. Since they had never discussed their feelings in all this time, neither one is aware of
the love the other feels. Even their honeymoon had been awkward because she was so young and he was so
careful with her. The story is actually very touching. I must say the reunion of old dog and his too-long-
absent soldier master was the best part of the book for me, but, altogether, this is a good one from Campbell,
IMO.


