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Who makes YOUR choices?

"I was once the type of person who was impressed by starlight; the type of person who would dance beneath
glass ceilings and let the world swim in its loveliness. The sky reminds me of the parties we used to throw -
parties like the one last night. The memories bring back the trill of harps and endless ripples of satisfied
laughter. Now, though, when I try to recall what I felt, all I hear is screaming."

In a world ravaged by war and oppressive forces of evil, a princess must fight to claim her bloodright and
save her people.

When the princess, Alondra, falls for the beautiful, blue eyes of a hooded stranger, it awakens in her a taste
for freedom and an escape from her duty.

But her parents have other plans; they have a kingdom to protect and Alondra must marry to ensure the peace
between nations. Only what happens when your parents choose a cold-hearted assassin as your betrothed?

As lies, illusions, and long hidden vendettas surface, the princess has to confront a very secret history. One
that makes her realize that she not only risks losing her liberty, but also everything she has known and loved.
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Ann Marie says

Where to start; first I love stories like this. If you like stories about magic, Prince’ and Princess’ then I think
you will like this.

This story starts out in the NOW then we go back and forth between now and then, which usually for me I do
not like but in this instance I found it not so annoying. I usually will get lost in the then/now chapters but I
have to say not in this book. Well written and I could follow along just fine.

This story is about; I want to say love but I know it’s deeper than just love, there is a message here in this
book. The story starts off with Alondra who is the Princess of Kooram in the middle of the war that has
started in her city; she is with her army and Seamus who is the Prince of Demoria and also her fiancé. There
have been many cities attacked and now they are on the run.

On the night of their engagement party they were attacked; their attackers unknown at the time. So on the
night of the attack Alondra was not pleased that she was betrothed to Seamus as he is a Demorian and they
are assassins’ known killers. She doesn’t like the idea of having to marry him at all. She had met someone
one night when she snuck out of a party and she had a little trisk with this unknown man. She has been
fantasizing about him since.

A little background on Alondra, I think she is childish and behaves like a spoiled girl, but she soon learns
that she should have listened and paid attention better to people and what they were trying to tell her. She
judges Seamus immediately and thinks little of him.
Seamus he is actually not what you think an assassin would be. You think he would have no compassion but
you should never judge someone based on where they come from. Once you get to know Seamus you will
see what I am talking about. I adore him.

In the beginning of this book there is a quote and it reads “Everyone plays the hero in his or her own story.
What you have to ask yourself is in how many stories do you play the villain?”
I found that in this story what you think will happen; who think will do it and who you think won’t do it may
surprise you. What you think one person may be and who they actually turn out to be will also surprise you. I
totally recommend this book love the story line kept me interested, the characters I thought flowed well.

Happy reading!!

A. Fae says

Dust
By Sarah Daltry
Upon starting Dust by Sarah Daltry, my first thoughts were somewhere along the lines of, "Oh great, another
teenage girl who's going to save the world." But there are some books that just speak for themselves and put
the reader in her place when it comes to prejudging without proper evidence in either direction, and this is
definitely one of those.

So yeah! Oh great, indeed, another teenage girl who's put in charge of saving the world! When we meet
Alondra, it's with stark, disorienting time jumps from past to present, from insolent, immature princess into
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commanding, brave, courageous leader of her people, and it's told in a way that made me sit up and take
notice. The thing about YA novels that makes them so good is how relatable they are, but the thing that
makes them even better is when they're inspiring, when they show you exactly what's inside all of us, even if
we're only fourteen, or sixteen, or eighteen, like Alondra is when her world comes crumbling down around
her, pretty literally.

And so a story is told, full of love and loss, discovery and betrayal and redemption and all of the age-old
intriciacies that build an engaging tale fit for a reader of any age. Alondra learns that her parents are people
too, a lesson that takes many years for children to figure out, that "evil" can take many shapes (and can
capture you easily), and that light and love and compassion can come in unexpected forms and from
unexpected places, no matter how much you fight against it. She's on a mission to find not only her own
freedom and her own path, but to save her kingdom and her family and their traditions, and to restore the
world that she's been set to inherit since birth, whether she wants it or not. It means sacrifices of the most
brutal kind and decisions that are too heavy for anyone, much less a girl who is learning about love, family,
and magic, and their places in the universe, for the very first time.

Fantasy has never been exactly my strong suit, but this novel pulled me in fairly quickly. There's a lot of
information to take in-- we're learning about magic and history and alliances at the same time as Alondra is,
and it can be overwhelming sometimes, but the writing style flows energetically in a way that invites you to
keep reading more, to keep letting it pull you in until you can fit the pieces together with our heroine. It isn't
the sort of book you can necessarily read without paying attention though-- the kingdom of Anara requires
the entirety of your attention, which can be intimidating, but that's also sort of the appeal-- it just isn't the
kind of thing you'd want to read if you're looking for something mindless.

Overall, I found Dust to be full of interesting, rich, complex worlds and characters who demanded my
attention and kept me coming back for more. There's something wonderful about an author who can build
such a detailed web with her storytelling, and I really enjoyed this about Sarah Daltry's work. It's part
mystery and part fantasy and wholly epic, and I was always eager to dive back in and pick up where I'd left
off. The time jumps in the beginning took a little getting used to, but ultimately I feel they were the best way
to tell a story that required backstory before we were fully prepared to join Alondra on her journey. I truly
can't say enough good things about this book, and I would recommend it for anyone who likes fantasy and/or
YA novels, for anyone of any age who is interested in the treacherous quest from youth to adulthood, and
from rock bottom to finding a way to climb back up the mountain toward its summit where the whole world
is just waiting on us for the taking.

Kim says

**I received this book from the author in exchange for my honest review**
Original review along with a giveaway can be found here:http://superbookgrl13.blogspot.com/20...

?

This book is a fantasy book, it's not one of my stronger genres, however I was sucked into it. I started
reading and enjoyed myself immensely. The formatting of the book at first was hard to get into, it jumped
back and forth between past and present until it all came together in present. I understand why it had to be
done that way, to learn how we got to this point, the present, and in a War. The different lands and people,
the secrets, and how it all came to be.
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This book has a little bit of everything. Lies, Secrets, Betrayal, Magic, Love, Hope, a little bit of it all. It
follows the past, the present, and the hope of a nice future. There were times throughout that I got a little bit
confused, with who was who and what world was what, and the why's of it, some of the magical parts of it I
didn't quite understand the why's. But i still enjoyed myself, I thought it was a good read, especially if you
are a fan of the YA and the Fantasy genre.

Amber Sumner says

I was really, really excited to get to read an ARC copy of a book for the very first time before the book was
even released! Unfortunately, I couldn't give this book as much praise as I had hoped. While I was intrigued
by the concepts in the book and enjoyed the characters immensely, the plot had a lot of holes that left me
wanting. Had this book been a bit more linear and easier to follow, I think it could have been a bestseller in
the YA circles. That being said, this book had good bones, it just needed some cleaning up. A revised edition
could do really well.

Alondra is the main character, and she is a princess who is feisty and rebellious. She is in a station trapped by
duty but wants nothing more than to make her own choices and to discover her own deepest desires. This
duty versus desire theme is prevalent throughout the novel and is made very relatable to its audience. It goes
into detail about not understanding parents' decisions, yearning for a forbidden love, and not wanting the
future to be chosen for you. These are all big themes for teens.

My favorite character in the book was Seamus. He is the prince chosen for Alondra's arranged marriage.
Even though Alondra is judgmental of his lifestyle and refuses to like him on principle, he is nothing but
patient, protective, and loving in return. That being said, he is also an assassin and is ruthlessly good at his
job. One thing that I find slightly comical about his arranged marriage is that he gets paired with a princess
who is a vegetarian but still likes to hunt. Don't worry, he teases her about it too! What I like most about
Seamus is that he has layers. There is so much more revealed about his character than a first impression can
give us. I love how Daltry develops his character and reveals those layers to the reader over the course of the
entire book. It helps us to stay sympathetic to Seamus as a character while still being able to side with
Alondra and her opinions.

My least favorite thing about this book was the "then" and "now" structure of the first few chapters. While I
frequently enjoy stories that begin in medias res (in the middle) and have flashbacks, that style was not well
executed here. I spent the first 70-ish pages very confused about details and characters and what was going
on. If I, as a college educated book blogger, can't make sense of the beginning of this book, there is no way
that the intended audience (teens) are going to stick with it long enough to figure out what's going on! And
the history of the world, with windows into Alondra's parents' lives, doesn't help. It simply adds to the
confusion with questions and gaps that are created and never resolved.

The ideas and concepts present in this book are great! However, if Daltry would have taken the time to make
the book at bit longer with more background and cultural details present, it would have been an amazing
read. I love her creativity and the way she approaches magic in her world. I think there are themes,
characters, and lessons in this book that are very relatable to the intended audience, but it definitely needs a
tune up.

My Rating
Overall, I give it a 2 out of 5 hearts.
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Ashley Ferguson says

I read a lot of YA fantasy. It's my favorite genre, and I always jump at the chance to read something new and
different. And Sarah Daltry delivers in her first foray into YA fantasy! Sarah's books have always been very
character-based, and this story is no different. I absolutely loved getting to know Alondra, Seamus, Tevlin,
and Layla and their world.

I thought the pacing in this book was really excellent. There are jumps between the past and present, but the
chapters fit together seamlessly and give information from the past that is now, or will soon be, relevant in
the present. Alondra has a lot to discover about her parents and their past, and about the way the world used
to be. There is so much more at stake in this book than just Alondra's freedom, and she has to make so many
hard choices. Even though the jumps in time might be a little disorienting to some people, I think they really
tell the story in a way that going from point A to point B just would not do. The meandering path adds so
much depth to the plot and the world.

Alondra is probably one of my favorite heroines that I've read about recently. She starts out as kind of a
spoiled brat, bored with her life and upset that she's being forced to marry Seamus, an assassin prince from a
neighboring kingdom. But as she learns secrets and gets to know Seamus better, she matures in to a strong
young woman, capable of leading the country she's set to inherit.

And then there is Seamus, who is totally swoon-worthy. I fell in love with Seamus pretty much from the
beginning, and I kind of wanted to slap Alondra every time she didn't want to give him a chance. Sure, he
seems cold and apathetic, but he's go secrets of his own that could destroy him and Demoria. One of my
favorite things about Seamus is that he treats Alondra with respect, and knows that he cannot force her to
love him. He wants to at least be friends, since neither of them has any choice regarding their marriage, but
he allows Alondra to love him on her own terms. He's really a sweetheart underneath everything, when he
allows himself to actually care and show emotion.

Sarah's world-building is some of the best I've seen in YA Fantasy. There's a little bit of telling how the
world is, because that's just how fantasy goes, but most of the world building is done through Alondra
discovering more about Anara and Kooram and all of the other countries. Even though she's the princess of
Kooram, she's led a very sheltered life and doesn't know much about her world. So when she's forced to save
it, we get to see Anara through the eyes of someone who is also learning about a world that she's lived in her
entire life.

I would 100% recommend Dust to any fans of fantasy, especially if you're looking for a YA fantasy. I think
the really great thing about this book is that it can be enjoyed by teens and adults alike, so I'd really
recommend it to any age group. Maybe not too young, since there are some situations that may not be
appropriate for a middle-grade reader (there are a couple of scary/gory parts!), but there's nothing too bad or
anything. I adore Sarah and her books, and this one is no different. A 5/5 for sure, and I can't wait to see
what Sarah has up her sleeve next!

Kristen Cansler says

Y'all, I seriously cannot get enough of Sarah Daltry! She's quickly making a spot in my favorites list. Dust is
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so different than the first book of hers that I read, Backward Compatible. But it blew me away in just the
same manner. She proved that she can hold her own in fantasy with this book. It was flawless. As a fantasy
fan, I absolutely adored getting lost in Dust.

Sarah Daltry has a knack for world building and it shows. Her writing is so rich and descriptive that you find
yourself lost for hours before you remember that there's a world outside your front door. I was mesmerized
by Alondra from the very first page of Dust, and I have no regrets about it. She is such a thrilling character
with so many layers that you'll have to stop yourself from racing through the book to uncover everything
about her and the mystery surrounding her.

Dust is an immersive experience that will invite you in and steal you away for hours before I realize it. I
cannot rave enough about Sarah Daltry's writing. With Dust under my belt, it has only solidified me as a
lifelong fan of the author. You simply cannot go wrong with this one if you're a fantasy fan!

**I received this book for free in exchange for an honest review with no compensation.

Olivia-Savannah Roach says

This review and others can be found on Olivia's Catastrophe: http://olivia-savannah.blogspot.nl/20...

I am going to be completely honest. I picked up this one for review because I thought it was by Sarah Dalton,
not Sarah Daltry. Umm… honest mistake made there xD In fact I hadn’t even realised the mistake I’d made
until I started to write this review. Maybe this tells you something about my character, and maybe it doesn’t
xD

I am going to start off this review by saying that this book was very well written. It’s a fantasy with magic,
and the settings were described wonderfully. In fact, everything was described wonderfully. So why did I
give this book two stars? Because I felt like nothing was properly explained. I was confused by the beginning
of this novel, by the middle and by the end. I kept thinking I was reading too fast and missing out on
explanations, but when I slowed down I realised they just weren’t there.

It took a while for me to get into this book at the beginning. The names here were a bit weird with names like
Seamus, Alondra and Jaynika – pretty foreign to me. And the book switched between Then and Now quite a
bit. But those were all things I could get used to.

What I really didn’t like was the main character, Alondra. She heard one thing about a race a people called
the Demorians, and then she believed it about all of them. She was stubborn, she didn’t listen to her parents
in the slightest or even try to see their point of view, and she seemed so spoiled! I wanted to give her a right
talking to. Yes, some things happening to her were unfair, but then at times she was simply intolerable. I
couldn’t like her at all. I only want to hear so much about how she’s a girl who has had this thrust upon her.
If she was homeless and had no food to eat, she would also have had that thrust upon her, but she simply
would’ve had a harder life. So.

Magic seemed to be thrown into the novel and I couldn’t understand how it worked or what the rules and
limitations were involving it. There was simply magic, and they used it from time to time but I was lost as to
how it worked. That happened quite a bit because suddenly there were things like folds in time, traveling
between worlds, talking to Gods and such, even dragons at some point, and they simply popped up.
Unexplained. I had no idea where they came from, how they worked, but they were there conveniently in
time for the story to progress.
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I liked how there was backstory incorporated into their quest and that we got to see some of the past and the
events leading up to the one they were experiencing. That made it a bit more helpful for me to understand
what was happening.

My main problem with this book was the confusion I felt. The climax (more like climaxes – there were so
many!) came and went and I was confused and not able to understand what was happening. The ending
came, and the solution and I was still sitting there confused. I just… didn’t understand this story much at all.

But the quote at the end of the story was still sweet enough!

I am sure others might enjoy this one more than me. I just wish it was longer and that time was given for the
reader to understand how things worked and what was happening a bit more.

Sue Holmes says

Received free advance copy for honest review.

Beautiful, seductive writing combined with whirlwind twists that kept me spellbound throughout the book. I
was swept further and further in to the story, all the while seamlessly flipping back and forth in time, until
the past catches up with the present and we begin to understand where true loyalties and destinies lie.

I adore the three main characters - the princess, assassin and thief - they are so well developed that they bring
to the table their own personal layered history which enhances the believability of the story.

War, greed, death, pride, seduction, betrayal and treason intertwine with powerful magic, courage, destiny,
loyalty and love and ultimately provide the reader with a gripping adventure, complex characters and a
fantasy world you are going to want to visit time and time again.

http://crushingcinders.com/ya-book-re...

Kat says

First let me say that I was gifted this book as an ARC before Sarah Daltry published it, I signed up to review
because the synopsis of the book interested me. I loved Sarah Daltrys Flowering series (the original adult
version)

I started reading this book in July 2014! and got to 74% (I pushed on to read it for the release event) at this
stage I was informed that Sarah informed readers that the book was to be picked up by a publisher.

So I stopped reading as the book was just not engaging me. It has been a hard push to read and that's unusual
for me.

These are the issues I had with it:
When the book begins it switches to POV of "then" and "now". I can say that I have beta read a
manuscript with NO CHAPTER headings where the story switched from past to present and I FOLLOWED
THAT WITH EASE...whereas with this book I didn't. I was lost trying to work out the world building details
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and characters and the dialogue that was happening in the scenes. As a reviewer and Blogger I have read
numerous genres and only occasionally have I had to go back and re-read whole chapters and since this book
is aimed at Teens they may also be as confused as myself.

The Main Character is annoying, she just grated me and nothing she did up to the 74% mark made me like
her any better.

I skipped to the end and read the last pages and I must say that it was a predictable end.

Maybe with the additional attention from the new Publisher then can sort out the issues and confusion as I
can see that the storyline has the potential to be good.

I made a decision to just give up. There are too many books out there that I will enjoy. - I hate doing a DNF
and this is only my second book that I have done this with.

I do read fantasy *I have read books like Robin HobbFools Assassin series and I thought maybe this might
be similar but its not (for me at least) - I have seen lots of 5 star reviews and only a few that are in the same
mind as me. So I will end by saying it will be up to the reader to choose what reviews they take to heart.

books are love says

Alondra is a spoiled princess who is strongwilled. She doesn't listen to others nor does she care what they
want. Thinking they are all against her happiness and hating her life she becomes a brat at times. She is
spoiled to the core for sure. When she is told to marry she throws tantrums but that doesn't deter her parents.
They do choose a mate for her from Demoria. the assassin town.

Seamus is Alondra's betrothed. A assassin with morals and compassion. He is also feared and respected by
his town. They find his pick of a bride to be a joke. Knowing how she acts and what she is like brings about
these thoughts from his town. But he chooses her anyway at first for the reason that he can walk away when
she gets unruly but once he is with her a little he is enraptured by her.

Secrets and the past though interrupt their engagement and war is on the horizon. War her brother has
instigated. But did he really? What of the past is being kept from these two?

As we move through the book we oscillate from present to past as Alondra tries to see herself and the
situation of who she is through others' eyes. She begins to see how horrible her actions towards others were.
And even as she begins to have this be seen Seamus is still by her side fighting to protect and help her. He
supports her and is patient with her. Alondra and even Seamus is the key to stopping this war and forging a
new path for their world.

As they delve into the secrets of the past, they get closer and a romance brews. A sweet romance that is
beautiful in its simplicity and complexity. These two are there for one another no matter what. Seamus trust
in Alondra and his belief in her is unwavering and something she needs to be able to grow and become who
she needs to be.
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A wonderfully imaginative, enriching and beautiful world is created and shared with us as we go through the
days of these two coming to terms with the past secrets and forging a life of a future together and for their
people. a great read that will have you smile and not be able to put the book down as you fall in love with
Seamus for his compassion, Alondra for her fiery ways and this world that is richly written with beauty all
around them even if it isn't seen at first.

Hira says

I don't usually read fantasy. That is why I went into this book without any expectations. I was pleasantly
surprised though, with this book. I really enjoyed going on this adventure with Alondra.

Story: The author has created such a great atmosphere that you are transported into the world of this book
when you start reading it. I could easily imagine the surroundings, Anara and the other places. The story is
really good and very interesting! There were a lot of twists I didn't see coming. It is very engaging and keeps
the reader guessing about what will happen next. Often times I found myself thinking about the book when I
wasn't reading it. It has a good mystery that keeps you reading.

Characters: There were some good characters and some bad ones. But all of them were very well-written!
Though I did not agree with Alondra on a lot of things, I did feel connected to her and understood her
thoughts and reasons. She was naive but her naivety was real and believable. I like how she understood her
weaknesses and acknowledged her mistakes instead of denying them. Seamus was such a sweetheart!
SEAMUS WAS SUCH A SWEETHEART! I don't know what else to say about him, I loved him! I wish I
could have gotten to know him better, go into his head for a little while, but this book was about Alondra.
Though we do see a lot of him too.

Tevlin was an awesome, devilish villain! His backstory and connections, I did not see any of that coming at
all! I was very surprised with his character. I don't think I should say anything more lest I spoil the book for
you. But yeah, his character, and the minor characters, were all written very excellently.

Writing: As I wrote before, the book is very well-written! The writing is so engaging that it transports you
into the world of the book and into Alondra's head.

Overall: If you like to read fantasy, adventure books I would highly recommend Primordial Dust! It has an
awesome plot, great writing and well-written characters. I'm sure it won't disappoint!

My Dream Cast:

Alondra

Seamus

Tevlin
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Christina J. says

*spoiler free*

Primordial Dust happens in the kingdom of Anora and centers around Princess Alondra. When we first meet
her she's on the battlefield commanding the army and looking over the deaths that has happened. Part one of
the book we get to see what happens in the present, but also before that, what happened before the battle took
place. Here we see two very different sides of Alondra, the bored Princess in the past and the Princess in
charge. Alondra wasn't happy with her planned marriage with Seamus, but after the battle he's the one she
turns to for friendship.

This was one magical journey. Sometimes switching between past and present can get confusing, but I must
admit here it worked. I loved seeing what it was that lead to the battle and how much Alondra changed. What
also worked was that it didn't continue that way, after a while it's switched to just now perspective. If it
would have continued like that I think it would have become to much, the beginning it worked because of the
start of the book and everything and it was a nice way to just reveal almost what it was that did this.
You can really tell how Alondra grows from being the Princess to being able to rule and actually living up to
who she is. Seamus has his secret, but still stays by Alondra and you can't help but love him.

Definitely a must read book if you're into fantasy. There's still a bit of romance in there, but it doesn't play
the biggest part in the book.
What really had me hooked with this book was the amazing writing! It created this wonderful universe that
you felt part. Gorgeous.

Nerisa Eugenia Waterman says

What do you get when you have a Princess…An Assassin…A Thief…And A World torn apart by War?
Well….you get Sarah Daltry’s newest epic fantasy “Dust.”

A former English Teacher and YA Library Coordinator, Sarah Daltry has always had passion for books.
When it comes to writing her own books, Sarah Daltry loves to weave magic and beauty, and in her latest
novel “Dust,” which makes its debut on November 7, 2014, Sarah Daltry has created an epic fantasy that
transforms you to a world… like no other world… you have ever experienced.

Princess Alondra, the main character of this epic fantasy fights to save her kingdom by maintaining peace
between nations by agreeing to an arranged marriage by her parents, and what comes next is a thrilling story
of deceit, lies and secrets…unveiling a world that will change Alondra forever.

I was so intrigued by this novel that I just had to sit down and learn more about the author and the story
behind this epic fantasy as part of my “Holiday Author Interview Series” and I invited Sarah Daltry for an
interview… trust me…if you love epic fantasy novels then this book should be on your holiday wish list.

MY Full REVIEW: http://myohosisters.webs.com/apps/blo...
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Michelle Willms says

Sarah Daltry has once again written an absolute winner. Though this was her first foray into YA fantasy, her
outstanding writing skills and excellent character creation continued unabated. Her world-building was
phenomenal. I devoured this book in a period of a few too-short hours. Daltry always packs an emotional
punch into her work. This is not a fluff piece. This a deep philosophical work disguised as fantasy. Read and
be amazed. Primordial Dust is one of those books that haunts the reader long after the covers of the book are
closed. The characters linger, the words circle, the text is left close at hand for a much-needed and far slower
re-reading. I highly recommend Primordial Dust.

Kim says

I made it through to 27% and did not finish the book

It looked like a really great read based on the blurb and I was really looking forward to reading it. But the
switch back and forth between past and present was really not working for me and I was having a very
difficult time connecting to any of the characters. Alondra was a spoiled princess in her "before" life and
there wasn't enough of her character shown to me by this point to find anything to like about her in her
current version.


