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Gemma Andrews doesn’t trust men.

She’s been left with a bitter taste in her mouth after her father left her mother while she was still pregnant,
for another woman, and started a whole new perfect family. Gemma doesn’t feel like she belongs with her
father’s family—with her family—and has done everything she can to push them all away.

One summer, her last summer stuck with these people, is about to change all of that.

Abe North, the hunky night guard she meets by chance, breaks down Gemma’s carefully built cinderblock
walls, and shows her what she’s been missing out on. He helps her to reconnect with the brother and sister
she has kept at a safe distance all these years. In the end, maybe, just maybe, Abe can show Gemma that all
men aren’t bad and that he’ll be the one who’ll be there for her.

But is Gemma ready to accept love?

Or is she too broken?
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Melissa says

Break me by: Harper James

I received a complimentary copy in exchange for an honest review.

Gemma is spending the summer with her father and his family at the beach, shortly before starting college.
Gemma has spent most of her time living with her Mother, who is still bitter over her Gemma’s Dad leaving
her for another woman years before. Early on in the summer, Gemma starts to spend more time with her half
sister Kate, and soon realizes that maybe her other siblings aren’t as bad as she thought. Her main goal is to
get through summer with as much reading time on the beach as possible, and steer clear of her Father as
much as possible. That is until she meets Abe, the night beach guard. After kicking Gemma off the beach
several times late at night with her flash light and her book, he realizes that he must gain Gemma’s trust to
get to know her better.

This was an easy beach read, and a great one for the summer! This book could be geared for a mature 16
year old or at the least 18 year old and over. While there are some sexual situations, I would really say this is
written pretty clean, not too much detail to make the book too graphic. Quite honestly, that part was done
really well. Gemma is battling with letting Abe in, or falling into the same bitter rut that her Mother has after
she was hurt so badly by Gemma’s Father. Abe honestly wants to spend time getting to know Gemma and
gaining her trust, yet can he do that while breaking the walls that Gemma has already built? This book
contains just the right amount of young love drama, but nothing too over the top to make you angry at the
characters. No cliffhanger, this can be read as a standalone, but Kate’s story will follow in the next novel,
and after reading this one I will for sure add this to my list to read! So grab your beach towel, your
sunglasses, and toss this one in your beach bag for a fun read.

Chu says

Review Originally Posted at: Book Freak

Rating: 4.5 Stars

Gemma’s hatred for her father was already felt in the early part of the novel. Her father bailed out on them
when her mother was still pregnant with her, and started out a new family. Her mother was hurt and bitter,
and it passed on to her. Every summer, she get stuck with her father’s family.

But THIS summer, on her LAST summer with them, everything changed. And I was so happy that it did.
Being angry is a little bit tiring. Anger is a very heavy emotion that wears you down, and it wore me down a
bit. I was glad Kate, her sister, was able to push beyond Gemma’s wall, and finally had a relationship with
her sister that went beyond rolling of eyeballs, and ignoring.

There might be a boy behind her changes – Abe North, a hunky night guard she met. He tries to break the ice
around her heart, helps her reconnect with the family she thought she hated and had kept her distance all
these years. Slowly, relationships change, she begins to gain not just a brother or sister, but she gains a new
self. She once loves her books, and spends her time alone – with Abe, she gains friends and self-confidence.
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Just as when she learns to trust men, an unthinkable happened. And just when she thought she’s going to
have her happily ever after, her heart gets broken. But this is where her life just got started, because as she
starts to bring the pieces back together, with the help of Kate – things in her life started to shift. Soon, this
bitter, hurt, and angry girl learned to love herself, and let go of the hate.

But will she be able to get her happy-ever-after with Abe? Or is his betrayal still too painful for her?

Don’t you just love the cover? A couple kissing in the rain, and I was crossing my fingers hoping that this
novel would be just as beautiful as the cover. Break Me is a story about love, forgiveness, finding yourself,
family and trust. It tells the story of Gemma, a girl filled with hate and mistrust, spending another summer
with her estranged father’s family not knowing it was the summer that will completely change her life. It was
the summer that she will learn to fall in love, and forgive.

I like the storyline, on how everything fell right into their places. I fell in love with the characters, Kate and
her bubbly attitude, Gray and his insights despite his age (I can’t wait for him to really grow up), and even
her father, whom surprised me in the end. He wasn’t perfect, he made some mistakes, but despite all this, his
love for his daughter knows no bounds.

•Complimentary Copy was given in exchange for an honest review.•

More of my reviews at http://reviewsofabookmaniac.blogspot.com

Lindy Lu Reviews says

I came across Mrs. James’ writing by accident. I hadn’t read anything of her’s yet so I took the leap and dove
right into her amazing world. The Summer Series so far has me gripped with the love connection between
Abe and Gemma, it is so special and rare I love it!
Gemma had grown up to not trust in any man, to depend on herself not anyone else. She went to her summer
vacation with her dad and his “other” family with the intention of it being another summer of dodge the
“family” at all costs. Little did she know that that summer was going to be different.
She met Abe on her nightly sneak out to the beach. He had to run her off since he was beach security. She
felt something was different with him but she wasn’t going to fall for it because she doesn’t give her trust to
men. This became their nightly ritual. As she tried to have her nightly beach visits and he continually kicked
her out.
“What’s your name?” ~Abe
“Why?” ~Gemma
“Because I’ve waited four days to hear it.” ~Abe

Abe knew he found the girl he wanted but how would he make her believe that? They started getting to know
each other as friends as Gemma started a slow relationship with her siblings. Finally!

When you love each other as we do, when you’re made for each other in every way,
it’s always perfect.

As their relationship grew so did her trust in Abe. It was such a sweet relationship. It was building into
something epic… When she finally puts all of her trust in this man it all blows up in her face reminding her
that you don’t trust anyone but yourself. Packing up and leaving her love there at the summer beach house.
She is broken. She is lost. She will never love or trust again. She is faced with picking up the pieces of her
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heart after her summer fling.

After eight months of finally picking herself off the floor they head back to the dreaded beach house. Will
Abe be able to fix her broken heart, her brokenness?

This was a superb book! I loved it completely! I tip my hat to Mrs. James because it was a masterpiece ;) I
give the rating 5 stars and there was light @#$&% language and no nono scenes… My honest opinion is
everyone should read this!

Brianna at Renee Entress's Blog says

This was a different, slower change of pace in a book that I am use to and I have to say that I was pleasantly
surprised. This is a great summer book. It would make a great read when you are out relaxing on the beach.
It is light, fresh, little angst, and just enough steam to be ok in public! ;)

In this book we meet Gemma and Abe. Gemma is spending the summer with her dad and his family. She
wants to stick her nose in a book and just get through the summer. As Gemma is trying to adjust and figure
out where she fits in and who she is, she meets an incredible guy who might just be worth her time if she will
let him in. What happens when the right guy comes along? Do you take a chance on love or let it pass you
by?

I lovedAbe! He was so sweet, kind, loving, and patient with Gemma. He was a total gem and will definitely
make it to the swoonworthy BBFs of all time! I liked Gemma well enough but there were a few times I
wanted to shake her and tell her to get with the program and I know this is mainly due to her age. I agree
with my counterpart reviewer that we really got to see Gemma mature in this book and break out of her shell.

If you are a lover of a fast pace romance that has a little steam and angst, then this book is for you! I would
recommend this book to people who enjoy YA or NA with a HEA!

books are love says

Beautiful beautiful book. Will tug at your heartstrings. gemma is stuck in the middle. Her dad left her mom
before she was born. Her mom was so hurt she became a weee bit bitter towards the dad and set the pattern
of hate for gemma towards him. All this has festered and festered and oozed into other aspects of her life.
The summer of her 18th birthday she does her annual time in NC with her dad and his family. Only this time
events occur. She doesn't get to spend nights reading on the beach. Why? Abe. She begins to make friends.
Thaws out towards her step siblings and enjoys them. has her mom give ulitimatums. Heartache that could
have been avoided if she just listened and looked at the bigger picture, lost her anger, started to find herself
and gained confidence.

Abe is a sweet easy going guy that lives in NC. he instantly falls for Gemma and things progress quickly
with them. that is until Megan schemes and what a scheme. Now Abe did not need to tell anything to
Gemma but he loves her enough and feels safe in their love to say something. Gemma though doesn't listen I
mean really listen and crushes him. He tries everything to get her to listen in the end he goes to her Dad. Yay
dad he helps Abe out. Takes awhile but the truth does come out. I am kind of glad it took awhile because
Gemma needed to mature and find herself. She needed to see she could make it on her own. Abe poor guy
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almost lost his future from being devastated but in the end happy things do happen for this couple.

the step siblings are a hoot. Love the brother. His little crush on Emily too precious.

A book on letting go of anger and finding the strength to do what is needed for you. About love and
heartache and supporting someone no matter what. A wonderful read that you will not be able to put down.

Anna says

Gemma is about to turn 18 and is spending another summer at her father's beach house. Gemma has had a
rough relationship with her father her whole life since he left her mother while pregnant and started another
family. Most summers she ignores everyone and spends time alone reading on the beach. This summer she
meets Abe who starts helping her see that opening herself up could bring her a lot of happiness.

Abe and Gemma's relationship is pretty predictable, and their language gets a bit hyperbolic at times. That
said, it is great to see Gemma opening herself up not only to a relationship with Abe, but also relationships
with her family. I loved seeing Kate and Gemma decide to give each other a chance and then watching their
relationship grow. It was really touching to learn that her siblings really wanted to be close to her but didn't
know how. Seeing Gemma attempt to move through her bitterness and hurt to a place where she could try
and understand that she didn't have to be an outsider with her family. Even though Gemma had to experience
a lot of ups and downs, watching her find herself and who she wanted to be was a very rewarding
experience. Even with the cheese factor being pretty high, it was nice seeing Gemma and Abe come together
and make each other happy. I was glad to get to know these characters and would spend more time with them
in the future. 3.5 stars

*An ARC was provided in exchange for an honest review

Kendall {Book Crazy} says

4.5 stars!

I was really excited about reading this book! I did start reading it when the cover hadn't been revealed, so all
I had to go on was the synopsis! I'm really happy I took a chance on it though because it was such a cute
book! The reason why I didn't give this book the full five stars though is because it took me two attempts to
read! I got about maybe 12% through it the first time before I just felt that I couldn't read anymore! The plot
of this book was developed brilliantly though! Even though it took me two attempts to read, I did find myself
unable to put this book down the second time I read it and I found myself reading a few more chapters every
chance I got as well! The plot also had a few unexpected twists which did change the way I thought this book
was going to go! I did overall really enjoy the plot and it did grow on me as it progressed! The characters
were amazing! Gemma was the main female character and I have to admit that she did annoy me a bit at the
beginning of this book! I just felt like she was a pretty unappreciative person because she felt she couldn't
have a relationship with her dad because he left her and her mum! Gemma's attitude changed really quickly
in this book though, which I loved! Once she started a relationship with her love interest, she became a
happier person and she was able to start to see eye to eye with her dad, which I loved! It showed Gemma in a
new light for me! Abe was the main male character and he was so stinkin hot! I loved how affectionate Abe
was and he really did think of everything! There was something about Abe that just drew me to him too! I
loved his attitude and that he wasn't like a lot of other male characters in books I read! He wasn't a bad boy
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or anything like that! He sure had his moments though lol! Abe did do something in this book that
completely surprised me! Well, he thought he did something! What he did did make me lose a bit of respect
for him, but then things happened and my respect for him went up again! I wasn't really expecting this book
to be written from both Gemma and Abe's point of views! A few scenes were also written from Gemma's
step-sister, Kate, and Abe's friend, Trey's, point of views as well, which was cool! I did love getting to go
inside all the characters heads as it made this book even better! I thought that this book was a standalone
when I first heard about it, but now it turns out it's the first book in a series! I can't wait to read the next book
and find out what's going to happen next! I know the next book is going to be Kate's book too, which makes
me even more desperate for it! The cover for this book suits it perfectly! It represents a scene from the book
and I actually squealed when I got to the scene and connected the cover to it! It's freaking stunning and I
really hope I get the chance to see it in paperback! The models also really suit the characters of Gemma and
Abe too! Big thank you to Harper for an ARC of Break Me and to Everything Marie Tours for having me on
the Blog Tour!

Jaime Fiction Fangirls Book Review says

3.5 Stars
To Gemma and Abe,
Oh to be young and in love.
I want to tell you how sorry I am that there was such a huge issue that sent you on your separately ways for a
full year, but I can't honestly say that in not sure the break wasn't good for you.
Your relationship moved rather quickly from strangers to more and while I never want to doubt when people
say that they are in love, it's hard to accept when your watching from the outside and see that perhaps both
parties aren't quite in the perfect place for everlasting, true and honest love to bloom.
Your story was beautifully told and I was cheering for you from the very start, I promise. Abe, you are a
stand up guy and I know that you have nothing but good and honest intentions. That you're guided by your
heart but are careful that your brain doesn't completely check out.
Gemma, I'm so sorry for everything that you've had to deal with growing up and that you've been so hurt by
your father and felt such pressure from your mother to retain your hatred for him leaving you both. I truly
believe that your time away from Abe and guidance from your half-sister Kate helped you heal and to find
out who YOU were, not who you were told that you should be. I'm sorry you had to get to that point in the
way that you did. That being said, if you ever see Megan again, she deserves whatever you throw her way!
Both of you, keep your heads on straight and hold onto the love you feel for each other to help get you where
your going. Hopefully in the end you'll get there together.

-Jaime

*I received an ARC from the author/publisher in exchange for an honest review

Mary Mooney says

I received a copy of this book to read and review for Wicked Reads, so here is my review. This is a great
story. Gemma Andrews is headed to spend the summer with her father and his other family. He left her
mother when she was a few months pregnant and Gemma has never forgiven him for it. So this will be the
last year she has to endure time with them. Her step-sister Kate is trying to be friends but Gemma is not sure
she wants that. But she gives in and she can't believe what she has missed not letting her sister in, they are
becoming friends. Abe North is a security guard at the private beach and he has come to run Gemma off after
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the beach is closed. He comes back a few more nights to run her off too. When Kate wants Gemma to go
with her to a party because a sexy guy has asked her to come to the party. Turns out the guy is Abe and he
only wants to talk about Gemma with Kate, wants to know more about her. When Abe and Gemma begin
dating, things seem to be going good. That is until someone from his past tries to break the up things go
down hill fast. Kate has to get Gemma away from the beach and Abe. Gemma's heart is broken but she can't
stop thinking about him. Will she survive the time apart? What will happen when the family goes back to the
beach next summer? Will they learn the truth and be able to move forward? This is a first for my by Harper
James and I loved it. Can't wait for Ruin Me (book 2), Kate and Simon's story, due out early 2015.

Kristen says

Sweet. Well-written. Happy ever after!

Break Me turned out to be a sweet and fun YA/NA summer romance. There was a bit of a downward spiral,
but I was glad for Gemma and Abe when everything worked out in the end! I did think that the story moved
at a quick pace...sometimes a little too quickly for my taste. I would have liked a little more build up before
the beginning of Abe and Gemma's romance, and I thought that the resolution to the 'problem' in the story
came about just a little to quickly to make it believable. Break Me was written in the third person, which also
tends to make me feel somewhat removed from the story...kind of like watching the moving when I'd rather
be a part of it! I really liked that the story included perspectives of different characters throughout, as I'm
always interested to see things from different points of view.

Abe was SUCH a sweetheart of a book boyfriend, and I really loved the way he was with Gemma, giving her
time and multiple reasons to learn to trust him. Gemma did have some maturing to do, so it was at times hard
for me personally to identify with her at 28, but this would likely not be the case for younger adults to whom
this story is targeted. In the end, the 'problem' in the story allowed both characters to mature and discover
what they truly wanted and needed. I also loved that Gemma matured not only in her relationship with Abe,
but also in her relationship with her family. This truly was somewhat of a coming-of-age story, as Gemma's
experiences allowed her to grow and mature and to learn more about who she truly was.

Break Me was very well-written! I truly loved Harper James' beautifully-written metaphors...the Jenga game
and the sunrise...if you're a fan of sweet young adult romance and love a happily-ever-after, you should
check out this book!

**I received a copy of this book in exchange for an honest review**

Paula Phillips says

All her life Gemma Andrews has been taught that men aren't reliable, that all they do when the going gets
tough is go out and cheat. As her own father left her mother two months after she fell pregnant with Gemma
and by the time Gemma was born, her father had a new wife and was ready to start his new family. Every
Summer, though Gemma has spent it with her father's family at their beach-house and this is her last year she
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has to attend as she will be eighteen. However, this Summer is going to provide Gemma with a wake-up call
and help to actually discover who she is as a person and in the process finally get the healing that she has
needed for a longtime. This Summer, Gemma is about to discover two things - the first is that her half-
siblings Kate and Gray aren't that half-bad and that it isn't their fault about what happened between her
parents and that she may have more in common with Kate than she originally thought and two that she isn't
broken and that she is loved . As what happens this summer is that Gemma will meet Ash , and she will fall
hard but what happens when her romance is short-lived when she discovers he cheated on her with Megan -
the slut. Can Gemma give her heart to anyone or was this the straw that broke the camel's back. This was the
major turning point in the book that we discovered just how loved Gemma was by her father though he never
really showed it. This last part also teared me up and shows that though father's are often seen as detached,
they do deep down love us and it is shown in ways that we often couldn't imagine.

Heather andrews says

Got to love those first impressions, "what the hell is wrong with you? You don't sneak up on a girl like that.
You're lucky I didn't come up ready to kick your a**." She leaned over and started to gather her things and
heard him chuckle again." And then there's that first ogling moment of Abe, I'd totally jump on his a** and
ride him like a damn cowboy! "This gorgeous specimen in nothing but swim trunks and giving Gemma the
first glimpse of the most amazing abs she had ever seen that ran down into...Oh, dear God, there was a happy
trail riding a muscular ridge to a part she didn't realize she wanted to see so badly." Abe, that boy really does
try to be patient, "Abe reached out and pulled her back to his front, resting his hand on her hip. "If that's what
you want..." He lowered his mouth to her ear and instantly goose bumps erupted everywhere. "But I can't lie;
it's killing me not to see what you have under there." I mean I love when a man gets all excited to see his
woman, "there's my girl," Abe yelled as he ran up the beach, lifting Gemma in his arms as she wrapped her
legs around his waist. "Morning, baby." I really enjoyed reading this book, I love the cover and I'm most
excited for Simon and Kate's story. I mean sometimes in books two non-leading characters spark my
attention and Simon and Kate did that.

Gwen ~the Book Diva says

4 almost 5 stars!

*ARC provided to G the Book Diva Blog in exchange for an honest review*

I was pleasantly surprised by this books. I had just made up my mind to stay away from these new-new adult
romances. I think I'm starting to get too old for the high school/first year of college/ under the age of twenty-
one romances.

This story felt very mature to me!

Gemma was full of anger and resentment towards her father. She felt rejected by him because he appeared to
have chosen many things in his life over her. She was forced to spend summers that included his wife and
her half brother and sister every year. She could barely tolerated all of them. The final summer before she
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goes off to college is a learning experience and an awakening. She opens up to her half siblings, makes
friends for the first time and falls in love. She can finally get over herself and let go. She said something like,
"It's exhausting to hate everyone all the time." It's her defense mechanism against being hurt something I can
relate to.

She falls for sweet and sexy Abe North. Together they have a intimate and carefree summer. She begings to
relax and feel optimistic about her life and her decision to follow her dreams. Just as she's shedding the last
of her old self the unexpected happens and she catapulted back to the reasons she tried to protect herself in
the first place. Stupid boys...stupid bitches...

I really enjoyed this book, a great read full of heart and emotion.

Click below to win a signed paperback and a swag pack!
http://www.bookdivaness.com/post/8908...

Rachel Caplinger says

The story of Gemma Andrews was nothing if not sweet, sincere and entirely relate able. It is a story of a girl
who has been brought up with certain ideas and feelings toward not only men but life in general and taking
her first summer/year of college to really decided what is true and not true for her. It is a story of letting go
the thoughts and feelings placed there from her parents and deciding for herself who what where when and
why. I loved this story-- it reminded me so much of being young and truly feeling love for the first time and
allowing that to help me to shape what I thought of society and figure life out for myself--- "Who am I?"
"What is life truly about?" the big questions all start at what in hind sight is a very young age. Harper James
was able to relate to those changing times and tell a touching story that is not only about growth, but about
love and forgiveness as well. While this was a little on the "tame" side for me I would say that this is a story
that would be good for anyone still in high school to completely swoon over! Well Done Harper, I am
getting this one for my daughters to read when they are old enough x

Dyantha Bogerd says

So I liked this story, Gemma hated her dad and I could understand that, leaving her mom when she was just
two months pregnant and then just months later marrying someone else and start a family with her, yes in my
opinion she had every reason to hate him.. I still don't found that he had a good excuse for it after their talk
but I loved how Gemma finally gave her sister and brother a chance, and I loved that Kate did not give up on
Gemma on getting to know her.. I liked Abe and his friends.

The only thing that bothered me was that Gemma swore off love, swore of men because of her dad. Did I
understand yes I did, but I found her and Abe too fast in love.. for a girl who never felt something like that
for a guy and wanting to move in together that soon, it did not feel real to me..

And of course then there is the jealous ex-gf of what 2 years ago? I was just happy she did not appear much
in the book! So like I said I liked the book but it was just to fast paced in the romance..
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