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Why’d I do it? I suppose it’s the only question that really matters.

Seventeen-year-old Crow will stop at nothing to protect her younger sister—even if it costs her her own life.
But then she’s given a chance to come back and make things right. There are a few catches, though. First,
she won’t come back as herself. And before she can set things straight, she’ll have to figure out what’s
what—and things aren’t exactly as clear-cut as she remembered.

Powerful and hard-hitting, this is a compelling story about what it means to live your life—for your own
sake—from an award-winning author.
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Channah says

Decidedly odd. Not bad, but very strange.

Riwam says

this is my all-time favorite book! the events of this story are so strange and the philosophical thoughts made
me spend nights thinking about life and afterlife and even what's between these two! it totally swallowed me
up i just love it! and the most thing i loved about it is that you can fall in love with yourself when you are not
you. i guess this is the best part of it

Anna (Curiosity comes before Kay) Partrick says

Crow has been protecting her younger sister Addy from any harm, ever since she can remember. It started
when their father left, and the girls' mother got involved with a seemingly nice Doctor. Crow doesn't trust
him, and it turns out to be for a good reason. Now as teenagers, Crow is still trying to protect Addy, this time
from a boy she thinks just wants to use her good-hearted sister. This time Crow winds up in a coma, between
the paths of life and death. She's granted a walkabout, a chance to make things right in her own life. Crow
uses it as another chance to go back as someone else and protect Addy. But can she actually change anything
that's happened in the past? And how can she stop her own bitterness and pain from devouring what's left of
her soul whole?

I liked the characters in this one. In a way, Crow reminded me of myself. Always trying to fix things for
other people and never having a life for herself. But during the walkabout, Crow is given a chance to look
back at her life through new eyes and realize that nothing is quite as black and white as she had originally
thought. I liked that Crow got to go back and interact with her younger self. First as a middle-school-aged
girl named Shane, and then as a teenaged boy named Shane. She's there on the pretext of protecting Addy.
But then she really starts to get a look at herself and the things that she's done, how she has nothing other
than her sister. She starts to care about younger Crow and finds herself trying to save, well, herself right
along with Addy. I liked the ending and while the idea that she couldn't stop some of the bad things from
happening might piss off some people, I like that she realized that maybe Addy didn't need as much saving
as her own soul did. Kind of a beautiful concept and I liked the realizations. The only thing that weirded me
out a little was the slight Shane/Crow romance.

VERDICT: 3.5/5 Stars

*I reviewed this book as part of Around the World ARC Tours, run by the lovely Princess Bookie. No
money or favors were exchanged for this review. This book was published April 10th, 2014.*
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Amy says

I was a little worried this book would get boring fast with all the repetitiveness of it but that wasn't a problem
at all. It was such a good book, if not a little sad. Even though the end result was the same, small choices
make all the difference.

Andrea says

3.5*

This was a pretty decent story but it got kind of weird by the end.

So Crow dies while doing something to save her sister. She then gets a second chance to make things right in
a third person sort of way. This is kind of cool how it happens and is a unique way to look at a sort of
afterlife. But when it is first presented it's not immediately clear.

Crow is a good MC with a good heart. However, since she goes back to moments from her past as a
completely different person you sort of get multiple Crow's in a way. Obviously, this is confusing and it is
pretty complicated but after a while you get the hang of things. It was annoying though having to wait so that
was a negative in my mind.

Also, I never figured out the age difference between Crow and Addy. It was somewhere between 2 or 3 years
but it's never specified. I wish I was outright told because it would help with the content.

We never get a good look at what happened for the accident to occur which I really wish we would have seen
rather than just the aftermath.

Finally, there is some weird juju going on with a romantic tone between Crow and...Crow. That's all I can
say on that because I don't want to spoil anything. But it really made me dislike part of the book.

Overall, the story is interesting but takes a while to understand and is kind of eh in the end.

Sabrina says

DNF @ 14%.

Katie says

I thought it was pretty good, I loved how it was set in Minnesota and the settings. Of course the case with
Jude took me by surprise and yeah but there was great character development throughout the book and I
enjoyed the ending
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Jessica says

Very strange book, but i really enjoyed it. The ending was unexpected but good. There we're parts that
could've been developed better, but it was interesting and different enough to suck me in. Some profanity

Γι?τα Παπαδηµακοπο?λου says

?χι ιδια?τερα πρωτ?τυπο ως προς την σ?λληψη της κεντρικ?ς ιδ?ας, αλλ? ενδιαφ?ρον ως προς την
προσ?γγισ? του. Β?βαια, σε ορισµ?να σηµε?α, χ?νεται η ισορροπ?α και στο τ?λος, δεν ε?ναι
ξεκ?θαρο το point που ο συγγραφ?ας θ?λει να περ?σει, σαν να µην υπ?ρχει ηθικ? δ?δαγµα, εν?

?χουµε µια γενικ? ιδ?α για το τι θ?λει να πει. Στα θετικ? ε?ναι το γεγον?ς πως αν και πραγµατε?εται
?να ιδια?τερα λεπτ? θ?µα, το κ?νει µε τρ?πο κοµψ? και ?χι ?γριο ? προκλητικ?, καθ?ς θ?λει να πει
κ?τι ουσι?δες κι ?χι απλ? να δηµιουργ?σει εντυπ?σεις.

Holly says

I'm still deciding if I liked or loved this one. It was a story unlike any I've read and I liked the originality of a
life-after-death (or life while in the process of death?) scenario, though this wasn't one I could just pick up
and start without REALLY jumping back in and re-familiarizing myself with the characters. Crow and Shane
and Shane often confused me and I reread parts quite a bit. The ending was sad, but satisfying.

Karen says

I've been putting off writing this review because I just can't seem to figure out what I want to say. I liked this
book enough, but something about it left me feeling like there was something missing. That being said, I
would still give this 3 of 5 stars because there IS something compelling about this book... I just wish the
ending had me feeling more.

Mayday introduces us to Crow, a teenage girl who finds herself living an out-of-body experience as her body
decays in a coma that doctors say she will never wake from. Crow is given the chance to go back in time, to
relieve important moments, to get things right. Crow believes that she's been given this opportunity to go
back in time to save her sister, but soon learns her sister may not be the one who needs saving after all.
Unfortunately for Crow, she may figure things out much too late.

This book was very engaging for much of the story but as I said above, at the end I just felt sort of let down.
Truthfully, that may be because even though the ending is told to us very early on, I suppose I just did not
want to believe it. I was hoping there would be some catch or something that changed the outcome. That
being said, watching Crow go back in time and learn things not only about herself but about her loved ones
was very entertaining and moving. Mayday is definitely worth a read, but you may not end up elated at the
end. That's my two cents! Enjoy!
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Katie Grace says

Very strange and very good. :P

Lara Mae says

I was so close on not finishing this book. The first couple of chapters are kinda boring for me. But as the
story progress I started to appreciate the whole thing.

I think, I love the fact that Crow is strong and vulnerable at the same time. I admire that she has so much
love and so much hate inside of her. The fact that she doesn't have any hopes for herself but she never
thought of giving up for her sister. I also love the fact that she knows that the world she lives in is full of
monsters lurking in the dark and walking on a broad daylight but there are still times that she chose to
believe in the goodness of people (to Basil, to Mel, her mother and father). As sad as it is that she died, I
personally think that it's the best thing that ever happened to her.

I love the hope this novel gave me. I mean I don't believe in second life. I don't believe that there can be a
possibility that you will be given a chance to fix something in your life. But it is the fact that there are so
many possibilities in our lives. There's always the bad but there will always be a good too. It also showed
how this world is in dire need of good people.

If you like If I Stay, I think you'll probably like this one too. In my opinion, it's way better. :)

Zoe Mark says

When I first got this book, I would not let it out of my sight, I kept telling myself that I would read it next.
As time passed it slipped down my pile of what to read next until I finally just read it. I was very excited
about what I thought it was going to be about, but as I continued reading, it became strange. This book is
about Crow, her body is in a coma, but her mind is not asleep. While her body is asleep, her soul gets a
chance to wake up. She is given a second to chance to make things right, by going on a walkabout. The only
problem is that she will not be herself, she will go in another person's body. As Crow tries to fix things, she
learns new things about herself. At first this book is really strange because it is all about Crow trying to
protect her little sister, from her stepdad, who is trying to sexually harass her. Everything that Crow does is
all about protecting her sister, even during the walkabout which is about fixing herself, she is trying to
protect her sister. The writing for the book is good, but I did at times find myself confused, because I did not
feel like the author was giving the reader enough information. Towards the end of the book, I could not put it
down and everything came together so nicely. The ending was a little bit of a surprise, but I liked it. This
book is similar to If I Stay by Gayle Foreman in the way that everything is happening while the person's
body is in a coma.

Heather says
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If it ended happier then I would have been happier.


