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One day, long before the troubles, he dlipped away without saying a word to anyone and never went back.
And then another day, forty-three years later, he collapsed just inside the front door of his house in a small
English town. It was late in the day when it happened, on his way home after work, but it was also late in the
day altogether. He had left things for too long and there was no one to blame for it but himself.

Abbas has never told anyone about his past—before he was a sailor on the high seas, before he met hiswife
Maryam outside a drugstore in Exeter, before they settled into a quiet life with their children, Jamal and
Hanna. Now, at the age of sixty-three, he suffers a collapse that renders him unable to speak about things he
thought he would one day have to.

Jamal and Hanna have grown up and gone out into the world. They were both born in England but cannot
shake a sense of apartness. Hanna calls herself Anna now, and has just moved to a new city to be near her
boyfriend. She feels the relationship is headed somewhere serious, but the words have not yet been spoken
out loud. Jamal, the listener of the family, moves into a student house and is captivated by a young woman
with dark blue eyes and her own complex story to tell. Abbas's iliness forces both children home, to the dark
silences of their father and the fretful capability of their mother, Maryam, who has never thought to find
herself—until now.
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Michael Forester says

| discovered Mr Gurnah first as a Mann Booker judge for 2016, only discovering later he had himself been
short listed for the Booker twice previously. Intrigued | chose this book to read first almost randomly.

Asto subject matter, alot has been said already on Goodreads about the way the book deals with the
lingering sense of immigration decades after arriving in a country, the loosening of family tiesin a second
generation, loneliness and so on. | will not add to the many good reviews on the books content.

| was, however, somewhat taken aback, and then intrigued with the book structurally and in particular with
the sense of 'floating protagonist' it delivered. A first alittleirritating, | came quickly to realise that this was
adeliberate device, utilised to underpin the exploration of the difficulty in establishing a sense of identity in
an alien culture whilst at the same time honouring your roots. Similarly, thereis a clear shift of voice when
the book's spotlight moves to the second generation of the family, their greater identification with the new
country's culture and their remoteness from the original. This generational culture gap and the alienation of
the older generation from the younger that results is something dealt with profoundly and sensitively.

The Last Gift is nhot abook to be read for light relief. It demands much of areader but giving it what it calls
for isrewarding, particularly for the educational and experiential giftsit returns.

Abdulrazak Gurnah is now afixture on my reading list and will remain for some considerable time to come.

Baljit says

Poignant tale of people who are displaced due to circumstance and never share their past. Sadly thier
children feel rootless and the revelation reveals much about the parents.

Ming says

aplainspoken, well-written story. the tone was measured but tense and sad. and the predominant third person
perspective left me with a continued arm's length approach that didn't soften and added to the gloom of the
book.

having read 3 of his other books, | found several recurring elements:

1) boy has a difficult childhood, was abandoned or mistreated or both

2) young man leaves Zanzibar

3) young man struggles to journey to UK

4) young man faces difficult and sometimes needlessly cruel conditions as an immigrant.

5) a conversation with British person who lived in a colony and continues to possess racist, colonial attitudes
and unapologetically so.

6) young man becomes an old man, and somewhere in between meets a British woman (social worker,
girlfriend, wife, neighbor)

7) old man gets sick or injured
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Damien Travel says

Abdulrazak Gurnah is awriter born in Zanzibar but living in the UK. | liked very much this book which
mainly takes place in England, in Norwich and Exeter, but has its origin and founding event in Zanzibar.
Through the prism of an immigrant family in Great-Britain, the author evokes very subtly the sacrifices but
also the secrets that are linking two generations.

To read more;

http://www.travel readings.org/2015/09...

Neil McCrea says

If Booker prize nominees were a genre unto themselves, the Last Gift would hit every single one of the
genre's defining tropes. An elderly immigrant suffers a stroke one night when returning home from work.
This brush with mortality opens up old wounds from his past in Zanzibar. He had never told his wife or
children much about his past, and now they're forced to reconcile themselves with the ghosts of his
homeland. That summary is practically the essence of post-colonial identity literature, and that's okay, it not
only iswhat | was expecting | was even looking forward to it. The problem issimply that it feelsasif I've
read it all before, repeatedly.

The prose is uniformly solid, with moments of great beauty. The characters are believable, understandable,
and as real to me as anyone born of ink and paper could be. At another timein my life thiswould easily be a
four star work, but at this point it sinks under the weight of works that came before it. | suspect that even the
author is aware of this. At the end of the novel, the son writes a novel based on the life of his father and
when asked about it he shrugsit off as just another immigrant novel.

Jamie says

| received my copy through Goodreads First Reads.

"Meditation" is the best word to describe this book. While | wanted the book to go more in depth with certain
scenes and characters, | appreciated its detached tone, which helped its emphasis on the relationships of the
family rather than the characters themselves.

| did fed like the beginning dragged on a bit with the description of Abbas's diabetic attack, and seemed too
full of metaphors. Other parts of the book carried on in asimilar way, that some statements repeated certain
emotions and ideas that were already stated in previous sentences.

Overal, it was a very good book and enjoyable to read. The characters were al highly developed and | loved
how the author brought that across while maintaining that detachment.

Julia says
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Ah, families. This book captures the sense of constant awkwardness that seems to follow the children of
immigrants, no matter how well they fit into their current home. Thislittle family has an additional
complication, in that they have no rootsto give them cultural context. A combination of bad luck and secrecy
has left them adrift with no past to anchor them. A good read, though | couldn't really love any member of
this family except the one written with no flaws, which sort of seems like cheating.

Susan says

Second book I've read by this author as | prepare for atrip to Africa. An older man (early '60's) living in
England with his wife has a stroke. While recovering he feels the need to tell hiswife about hislifein
Zanzibar, a country he left abruptly in his youth. Hiswife, son and daughter know only that he was from
Tanzania but nothing about where exactly or why he left. Meanwhile hiswife, a"foundling" also has secrets
she has never told. The book refers back to his early life in Zanzibar and that of his wife but also about his
well-educated children's quite, submerged struggles as the children of immigrants, with al the subtle and not
so subtle discrimination they experience.

Shirley Revill says

A redlly good story when | got into it but | must admit | got lost with some of the family members at times.
Redlly glad | finished reading because | really enjoyed the book in the end.

Renad says

Thiswas a new world to me because | usually read fiction or fantasy but this story was so deep, meaningful,
and real. | liked the story because it has true feglings. It makes you fedl asif you are one of the characters
and you are finding out new things and going through all the problems with the characters. | learned how
foreiners of a country feel and their steruggle to fit in. In this story a old man can not contain his secrets
forever. Abbasis an old man and his family still do not know the truth. Abbas becomes very ill and can
barally walk. One day when he was on his medication he told his wife little parts of his past and slowly he
tells her the full truth of how and why he came to the UK. He is not the only one with atough past.

ElenaSquar eEyes says

Abbas has never told anyone about his childhood and hislife before he was a sailor, before he met hiswife
Maryam outside a Boots in Exeter and they made aquiet life for themselves in Norwich with their children,
Jamal and Hanna. At the age of sixty-three, Abbas collapses and is left bedbound and unable to do speak
about the secrets of his past. Abbas'sillness forces his children home, Hannawho calls herself Anna now
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and is moving to a new city with her boyfriend, and Jamal, a quiet university student who is captivated by a
young woman in his shared student house. There they have to deal with their father’ s silences and their
fretful mother astheir parents’ pasts are revealed.

| listened to the audiobook narrated by Lyndam Gregory and it took me awhile into the story because of his
narration, | just didn’t really take to it straight away.

The Last Gift istold from the perspectives of each family member with each chapter having a section of the
story from each character. The exposition at the beginning of the novel is blended amost seamlessly with the
action. Abbas collapses at the very beginning of the story and as he does so, it’slike hislife flashes before
his eyes, alowing the reader to get a sense of who heis. It's not until he is recuperating that he beginsto
think about his childhood and adolescence, and the reasons why he left Zanzibar, for the first time in decades
after keeping the guilt and memories buried for so long. His revelations shock his wife and children and they
each deal with it differently.

The Last Gift is a story about immigrants, their children, and the struggle to find an identity. Maryam doesn’t
know who her parents were and grew up with different foster families. She has dark skin and as a child was
bullied and didn’t feel like she fit in. She’ s not confident in herself and has relied on Abbas to deal with
money and bills, so when he fallsill she has awhole new world of responsibilities to navigate.

As Abbas had previously only told his family he was from East Africawhen they asked, and Maryam has no
idea of her heritage, Hanna and Jamal have never really known what their family heritage is. When they are
faced with some unexpected knowledge of it, Hanna doesn’t want to be a part of a“vile immigrant tragedy”
while Jamal is keen to find out more.

The Last Gift is about stories and memories, and how not everyone wants to hear them and face up to the
truth of them. Most of the characters are nuanced, Hanna especially is equal parts unlikable and sympathetic,
and while some of them get some closure, others are left as uncertain of their place in the world as when the
book began.

Jayne Bauling says
... dying in a strange land that did not want him. That was years ago, and the country still felt strange. It felt

like somewhere he would one day |eave.

The feeling of strangeness, of not belonging, of being different, that afflicts immigrants (in this case to the
UK) and even their British-born offspring is beautifully portrayed.

Abbas's wife Maryam and his adult children are accustomed to his dark silences. When he suffers adiabetic
collapse, the secret of his past starts to emerge.

It isan exquisitely wrought story, thoughtful, tender and honest. The style is simple and subtle, and the
author's respect for his charactersis evident in thisin thisinsightful book.

In some ways, it reminded me of Nadifa Mohamed's Black Mamba Boy and Maps for Lost Loversby Adam
Nadeem.
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Mariam says

Abdulrazak Gurnah amaster story teller and won a number of prizes. His novels aways have the African
diasporic theme. He tendsto reflect his own life as an African author who lived hiswhole life away from
home, Zanzibar. In last gift, tells a story of aman’s silences who is ashamed of his previous life. He never
told his family where he came from. They don’t know anything about his history. In one hand, he strangles
with illness as he eventually reveals his secrets to his wife, his daughter and son. Thereisasense of irony in
its title, the traumatic memory and the different formulation of mixed identity. For sure this novel worth
reading. The complexity of being Muslim in aforeign land who suffer suspicion and physical and
physiological difficulty.

Shiela Rozich says

Excellent! | can see why his books are short-listed for the Booker.
Insightful, unsettlingly honest story of amodern British family - of immigrant background.

Drew says

Animmmigrant's story, told from the dying father as he unloads a lifetime of secrets. The pacing is a bit off
— starts very slow and then ends with arush — but the story is captivating, though the characters feel thinly
devel oped.
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