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In the classic tale, Beauty breaks the curse of the Beast with the power of her Love. Here... things aren't that
simple. Herbert Edmund Richard Bastian the Third (that's Herb for short) isn't your garden variety Enchanted
Beast. But that's okay, because the Enchanter Beldon (mistake him for a girl and suffer Dire Punishment) has
a temper that's more Beastly than Beautiful. Throw in a witch named Hilda, a transgendered prince, another
who's a tree, and a secret hidden for fifteen years, and you'll never be able to look at fairytales quite the same
way again.
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From Reader Review Beauty and the Beast for online ebook

miss_chams says

Adorable! I would say it's too short but it's not. I want more, but if I was given more I'm sure it would seem
pointlessly lengthy. As it is it's concise and adorable!

Mandapanda says

The edition I downloaded was a collection of several stories. The first is the story as written in the blurb.
Then there's a prequel about Herb's father the king, then several short stories again about Herb and Beldon. I
liked the first story and it's sequels but I was a bit put off by the reading order they were printed in. I would
have enjoyed the prequel more if it was first. Anyway Herb and Beldon's story is quirky and fun and fans of
Dark Lord Seeks Friendship, Maybe More would enjoy.

blub says

A bit of a comical perspective on Beauty and the Beast. I love Beauty and the Beast and try to read as many
different versions as I can but this one fell a bit under expectations. I found that it was a bit lacking in the
romance department.

Buttons says

I loved the humour :D

Charming says

- Read for an MMR Bingo Challenge: fairy tales -

This was a cheerful and inoffensive story, but it didn't have much in the way of conflict, The MC sorcerer,
Beldon, was more powerful than God, and the relationship didn't convince me. And it really bugged me that
Beldon was continually infuriated by being mistaken for a girl but couldn't be bothered to change his
appearance (hello; all powerful sorcerer here!) or even cut his hair or wear clothing that looked more male.

I should mention that retold fairy tales aren't my favorite genre, and I am probably being extra tough on this
read for that reason.

Katherine says
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This was such a delightful story, turned on its head in so many ways.

Our Beast, Herb, has been cursed with his appearance but has no castle to haunt. Apparently the curse wants
a castle so....Herb finds a castle. It just so happens that Herb needs an enchanted castle, which requires an
enchanter. The only enchanter no to run away is the surly Beldon, who enjoys Herb's company. But the two
soon set out to find out what happened with the curse and where it when wrong, going on a quest to figure
out how to make things right again.

Herb is quite possibly the sweetest person ever! He has spent a large portion of his life mostly ignored- not
unloved just unnoticed- but that hasn't made him bitter or angry. Instead, Herb is kind, caring, and very
empathetic. He is most notably concerned about anyone being lonely and goes to lengths to make sure that
all those around him are happy. However, if you happen to cross someone that Herb is loyal to you'll meet a
truly fierce beast! Herb was so wonderful and lovable.

Beldon is angry and short tempered, largely for the same issue as Herb flipped on its head; he cannot escape
notice, but is thought to be a very beautiful woman . It angers Beldon to no end to always be mistaken for a
woman, so he stays away from people instead. Beldon isn't cruel though and is kind to those he cares about
and those who have won his respect. This drives him to find an end to Herb's curse and brings the two
together.

A wonderful story that is then interconnected with plenty of short stories of their antics before and after
meeting, as well as the sweetly sad story of Herb's parents. A delightful read!

Ami says

This contains several stories (most of them are really short) but I will try to write opinion for each (or maybe
at least for the longer ones)

Not-exactly-Beauty and the un-Beastly Beast: 4 stars

I thought that Herb (or Herbert Edmund Richard Bastian the Third) was ADORABLE. He was innocent and
naive and at the same time very kind (I mean, he was thinking on how Witch Hilda would be so lonely in the
woods by herself!). I had amazing time reading about him pretty much 'taming' the Beauty (or Enchanter
Beldon ... he is NOT a girl, damn it, or lightning for you!) with his characteristics. I enjoyed the adventure of
Beldon trying to undo the curse and to find out what happened to Herb. The sex scenes were off page and I
totally didn't mind (huge smile)

Caging the Beast: 3.75 stars rounded up

This story is actually a prequel to the previous one -- set around 100 years previous. It's the story of King
Aiden and the Master Enchanter Sabin. I thought it was sweet, and I loved reading about them together.
However, the short length made some of the time passed a little too fast, and things happened off page.
Especially because Aiden and Sabin pretty much connected throughout the journey to find Morgemeil, so I
would love to read those moments instead of being glossed over.

(After the) Happily Every After
These are several short stories about Aiden/Sabin and Herb/Beldon; and some of these are referred in the the
two longer stories
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Things Not To Do On Horseback : 3.5 stars --> It was dangerous when you tried to do "it" on horseback
(ha!)

The Strawberry Incident: 3 stars --> So that was what Aiden meant with strawberry incident!

Home Sweet Home: 3 stars --> In which Beldon acquired his enchanted castle

Impossibilities: 3 stars --> In which Sabin gave hints that he might be able to the impossible magic afterall,
in order to keep royal bloodline

Terrible Twos: 3 stars --> Very cute, adorable short about two-year-old Adrian

Saying Goodbye : 3.5 stars --> Since I already knew what happened, this part made me all choked up.
Despite its short length *sniff*

Trigger-happy: 3 stars --> Cute snippet of the fact that Beldon still liked zapping people in his new position
as ArchMage ^^

Tangles: 3 stars --> The last line said it all "Getting it (the hair) brushed never failed to make Beldon horny.
*laugh*

Punishment: 3 stars --> Punishment can be sexy!

It Followed Me Home: 3 stars --> Beldon added a new pet addition to the other pets for Herb

Mornings: 3 stars --> One sweet intimate morning between Beldon and Herb.

Mo Moeller says

I liked it, a little slow at first, but a fabulously re thought and written tale.

Tu?çe Gök?rmak says

2,5 stars...
This was a short and sweet story, but I have to admit I never liked the fairy tale beauty and the beast so I
can't say I am too fond of this one either. I liked the smart-mouthed replies or thoughts Beldon had also I
liked the naivity of too citified Herb and that made me smile but apart from those I can't say I'd care for
them. And mistaken a man (a strong enchanter!)for a girl? What was that about? How come that could
happen, it is even more absurd than a young prince turning into a beast by magic! at least for my taste. Ok, I
admit I can't be too fair for this review, magic and fairy tales are not on top of my to read list. :) I still gave it
2,5 stars as it kept me smiling and it is a harmless story...

Li-li Smith says

This and their Dragon islands series are my top five favorite reads. I curl up with them when I have a bad day
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and they cleanse me of my negativity. It is a interesting set of stories, with shifting narrators.

I noticed a lot of people complaining about Beldon's appearance issues and how he complained but wouldn't
change how he looked. Which was true but as someone who has struggled with my gender and my gender
presentation, I found it lovely and inspiring to find such a character, pushing be yourself and not being
pressured by gender norms.

Deanna says

I read this story on fictionpress (http://www.fictionpress.com/s/2283780...) under the title Beauty? And the
Not So Beastly Beast. It was very funny & quirky. loved it :D


