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When the painter and Ginevra thought themselves alone, Servin rapped in a peculiar manner on the door of
the dark garret, which turned at once on its rusty and creaking hinges. Ginevrathen saw atall and well-made
young man, whose Imperial uniform set her heart to beating. The officer had one armin asling.
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Bethan says

A gently lyrical novella At first it seemed melodramatic and asiif it could be unbelievable but as the
introduction to this edition illustrates, there were events in Balzac's family that it could have been based on,
so it does not actually seem unbelievable then and makes for good food for thought, for it seemsto be a
cautionary story about parental pride and obstinacy in rejecting their daughter's choice of spouse. Most
people know of people who do not like their offspring's choice of partner, whether due to a personal dislike,
they are not of a good enough family background, are of the same sex, a different race, etc., so it seems
relevant to me.

Since the young lovers were still in their honeymoon period, it is conceivable that they were as angelic as
Balzac seemsto portray them as, the simplicity of which, along with the portrayal of the parents that felt a
little stock at times, means that | cannot give it more than three stars. Nevertheless, | found myself carried by
asense of quiet horror at the way that the young couple drifted along an unravelling train to the end.

JamesF says

Another early story of Balzac, thisis atragic love story about two Corsicansin Parisin 1819; if Le Pere
Goriot was somewhat based on King Lear, the story here is based on Romeo and Juliet. The background is
the miseries of ex-Bonapartists under the Restoration; it's strange, considering that Balzac described himself
as aRoyalist, that the Royalist charactersin the novels | have read so far are al superficial or corrupt, and
the heroes and heroines are all either Republicans or Bonapartists.

Laura says

Opening lines:

En 1800, verslafin du mois d'octobre, un étranger, suivi d'une femme et d'une petite fille, arriva devant les
Tuileries a Paris, et se tint assez longtemps aupres des décombres d'une maison récemment démolie, a
I'endroit ou séléve aujourd'hui I'aile commencée qui devait unir le chéteau de Catherine de Médicis au
LouvredesValais.

L ocation 2967:
— Faites savoir a Bonaparte que Bartholoméo di Piombo voudrait lui parler, dit I'ltalien au capitaine de
service.

L ocation 3125:

L e second retour des Bourbons venait de troubler bien des amitiés qui avaient résisté au mouvement de la
premiére restauration. En ce moment les familles étaient presque toutes divisées d'opinion, et le fanatisme
politique renouvelait plusieurs de ces déplorables scénes qui, aux époques de guerre civile ou religieuse,
souillent I'histoire de tous les pays. Les enfants, les jeunesfilles, les vieillards partageaient lafiévre
monarchique alaquelle le gouvernement était en proie. Ladiscorde se glissait sous tous les toits, et la
défiance teignait de ses sombres couleurs les actions et les discours les plus intimes.
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LaVendetta (The Vendetta) isanovel by the French writer Honoré de Balzac. It is the eighth of the Scenes
delavie privée (Scenes of Private Life) in La Comédie humaine. The novel was first published in 1830 by
Mame et Delaunay-Vallée. In 1842 it appeared in the first Furne edition of La Comédie humaine. La
Vendetta was the fourth work in Volume 1, making it the fourth of the Scénes de lavie privée.[1]

Balzac may have been inspired to write La Vendetta by Prosper Merimée, whose novel Mateo Falcone,
which was serialized by the Revue de Parisin 1829, also deals with the subject of Corsican vengeance and
family honour.

The English version can be found at Gutenberg Project

Theorigina French text at La Bibliothéque é ectronique du Québec.

3* Lamaison du Chat-qui-pelote (1830)
3* Lebal de Sceaux (1830)

3* LaBourse (1830)

4* LaVendetta (1830)

Liedzeit says

Das fangt mal vielversprechend an. Ein Korse verschafft sich Zutritt beim 1. Konsul und bittet um Schutz. Er
habe gerade im Zuge des guten alten korsischen Brauchtums der Vendetta eine Familie nahezu ausgerottet,
die zuvor alle seine Sthne gemeuchelt hatte.

Tatsachlich lebt er fortan im schénen Frankreich, und fiinfzehn Jahre spéter verguckt sich seine verbliebene
Tochter in einen verfemten Napoleonverehrer. Vater sind dagegen. Er méchte im Alter von seiner Tochter
gepflegt werden und empfindet es al's personliche Krankung, dass Tochter neben ihm einen anderen zu
lieben glaubt. Tochter ist aber wild entschlossen. Wie man sich denken kann ist der Auserwéahlte zuféllig ein
Spross der nahezu ausgerotteten Blutsrachefamilie. Das erleichtert die Sache der Tochter nicht gerade.

Sie lasst sich verstof3en und heiratet. Die beiden sind schén gliicklich und gelangen beinahe zu bescheidenem
Wohlstand, als dann mit Geburt des Sohnes und einer allgemeinen Verschlechterung der wirtschaftlichen
Lage das Ungliick beginnt. Erst geht der Sohn dann stirbt unsere Heldin Hungers (oder Kummers). Der
Mann tragt die Gattin zum Schwiegervater, der gerade drauf und dran war der Tochter zu vergeben und
bricht dann auch tot zusammen. Und was jetzt lustig klingt, ist leider ganz und gar ernst gemeint, und
ziemlicher Unfug.

Einzig eine komisch gemeinte Notarszene ist ganz nett, und immerhin bt die Tochter ausnahmswei se sogar
einen Beruf aus. Sie malt. Kopien, aber immerhin. Nur darum gerade noch 5/10.

Michael Cayley says

A melodramatic novellain which a vendetta between Corsicans blights the love and lives of two young
people who were ignorant of it. The work is very readable, but the characterisation is very two-dimensional
and thisis not Balzac at his best.
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Elizabeth (Alaska) says

Thisis among Balzac's earliest works, making its first appearance in 1830. It's aways an adjustment reading
him after a steadier diet of relatively recent works. In this case, the beginning was a bit clunkier than usual
and | don't know if that is because he had not yet hit his stride as an author, if the translation might have been
better, or if | just needed to adjust. | did become accustomed to the style - and in short order, fortunately.

The main characters are Corsicans. The story has a Prologue which explains how they left Corsica after a
Vendetta and came to Paris 15 years earlier. The story takes place in 1815 just after the Hundred Days when
Napoleon came back from Elba. The introduction in my Complete Works edition says

It isbelieved by many that Balzac was inspired to write La Vendetta by Prosper Mérimée's
novel Mateo Falcone, which was serialised by the Revue de Parisin 1829 and also deals with
the subject of Corsican vengeance and family honor.

Balzac is better known for his novels. I'm moving to the position that his stories are just as good and don't
reguire the same time investment. | can expect Balzac's endings to be filled with irony and/or pathos. While |
tend to cry easily, Balzac doesn't often touch me so, and | did not expect it with this one. | was unexpectedly
touched.

Although it took this slow reader a bit longer, most could finish thisin an hour or two at most. It does not
reach the quality of my favorite Eugénie Grandet, or even the popular Pere Goriot which | did not like as
much. Still, it isvery good. | may be putting my thumb on the scale when | giveit 4 stars, but today | think it
falls easily in the mid-point of my 4-star ratings.

Lisa says

Thisisn't areview; it'sfrom my reading journal notes and it contains spoilers throughoui.

| read this short story by Balzac straight after reading a very challenging post-modern book called The Plains
by Gerald Murnane, (http://anzlitlovers.wordpress.com/200...) and it came as a stark contrast which was
much easier to read! Vendettaisakind of Romeo and Juliet story set in the aftermath of the French
Revolution...

The Piombos of Corsicakilled abunch of their rivalsin revenge for the Portas killing their son, and then
cameto livein Paris under Napoleon's protection. All went well till the defeat at Waterloo and then they
were in trouble. Ginevra, abeautiful and talented artist, is ostracised by the aristocratic girlsin her painting
class, but she doesn't notice the insult they paid her by moving her easel to aless favoured part of the studio -
because from her new spot she notices a man hidden in a crevice. He turns out to be a supporter of Napoleon,
and of course he's handsome and she fallsin love with him. Tres romantic, n'est-ce pas?

Even before Ginevra's father meets Luiga, he's opposed to the marriage. He and hiswife live asimple life,
wholly bound up in each other and he doesn't want Ginevrato leave him. (Quite why he was willing for her
to marry suitors sent by Napoleon in the days when he had patronage and power isn't clear). When Papa and
Ginevra do meet and he discovers that Luigais the last-remaining Portas who'd somehow escaped the
massacre in Corsica, heis resolute that they will never marry. So Ginevra, as proud and stubborn as her
father is, has to marry without his blessing.
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At first all goeswell. They live comfortably though in debt, by selling Ginevra's copies of pictures and
Luiga's handwriting. However fashions change, and their income dried up. Their baby starved to death, and
so did Ginevra. Asfate (or Balzac) would have it, the old couple have a change of heart and decide to receive
Luigaat last. He brings them alock of Ginevra's hair, and then dies too.

It seems pretty clear that Balzac thought that this type of intergenerational vendetta was stupid and self-
defeating!

Jeffrey Green says

I'm aHUGE fan of Balzac, but this book is pretty trivial. The good thing about Balzac is that he doesn't offer
ahappy end, where al the right couples get married, and the villains get their due. On the positive side, if
you can read French, he'll never completely disappoint you. His writing is phenomenal. | plan to continue
working my way through La Comedie Humaine, though | doubt that I'll live long enough to read the whole
thing.

Britt says

Thank you, Balzac. That was incredibly depressing.

Mariam Univer se says

To ?oxnuo P?01 KapoA?va says

Map' ?Ao Tov N Satiat xapaktnp?el Tn vouB?Aa pe T?tAo "H Bevt?ta” (LaVendetta) wg
MEAOOPOMOTIK? KOl 0VO?010 KE?UEVO (MTIALXK ? LoV 20 TNG ypa@?g oeA. 168) n 1otop?0

TPOLGI ?LEl EVAIa@?pov. Eal Jia 1OTOP?0 ay?rm ¢ OTOV OTIN X0 MIOC KOPOIKVIKNG Bevi?tag, 1o
Map?01 Twv apxX?v Tou 190V A1 Va TNV ETOX? UET? TNV TIT?201 Tou NaToA?0vTa Bovar?ptn. M?2pa
OTT? TO TIPOPOV?C OPOUOTIK? OTOIXE?0 OTA XV?PLA TOU Za1&THPIKO? Pwpa?0L Kal l0LAL?TOC, UTI?PXEL
10 ?X00¢ TNC¢ €T1 200N G TIOL YVETAI AB?20TAXTO, N KAT?BAON W TNV ATIPALTN NVIOEIA, EKENVO TO
€700C TNC PT2XEINC KAl TNC EEABA?WONC TOL EVAI IKAV? va €§0VT?20€l TOUC avOP?ToLG.

>1a 1930, TNV £T0X? ?1MoU TPWTOdNOCIEZETAL TO 7pY0 OUT?, 0 Balzac KaTaTn VETAI OAVA KA
TEPICC?TEPO UE TN ONHOCIOYPO @20 TIPOKEILA0U VA £TIBI?0EL, KAl YP2PEL K?To1a VAl AQ?povTa
?2p0pa GXETIK? PE TNV PPA1A KAT?0TOCT TIOU ETIKPOTE? GTOV EKOOTIK? K200 TNE ETIOX ?C TOU KAl ThV
OOT?0E10 TV KOAAITEXVIKY ETOIYWEAU?TWY. 2TOL KA 1 NPw?da, Hia VEap? {wyp2Pog, UTIOPE? va
EPYLETAI OKANP?, AAA? QUT? deV TNC EEATPAN?LEl TO KABNUEPIV? TNC WwU?. H Ginevra

TIPOLGI 2(ETAL P00 ATE? V0 OO @?C WPAIOTOLNUAVO TP?0UA, EEIOOVIKEVUAN KOl EVYEVIK?, OAA?
UTI?PXOLV U700 TNE, WOT?00, GTOIXE?A PEAAICTIK? TIOL TIPOGAVOUV OTOV XOPAKT?pd TNG U
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YyonTe?a BouTnyu?vn otnv ape?AIKTN TPAYUOTIK?TNTA.

MW AT? 7Ad €VAI LA 10TOP?A TOU XT?(ETAl Y?pW ATT? TO 0?1OA0 "ay?1m ¢ - H7000¢" KAl w¢ T?To1a
PXEL VAV XOPAKT?pa dOXPOVIK?. Oa TNV XapaKT?p1{0 wg Vo TPAH0 dlapaviki. M?0a ato ?pyo
ETIKPATE? N BOpl? OKI? EV?C OUOO?2WVOU TIPONI0BUATOC (0 AVOW?20TNG OTI? TIC TP?TEC OEA?DEC
MTIOPE? VA LAVTAPEL TNV €E7AIEN KOl TO T?A0C) KI OUT?, VIOT? 0 CUYYPO Q20 ¢ EKPE?LEl TNV TETIO?0N 0N
TIOG N K?0€ Xap? TIOL 7pXETAL TN {W? V¢ avOP?ToU TR?TEI LOIPA?0 KAl avaTI?2dpaoTa va
€€100pPOTM BE? e A LOTLX?0. AUT? TO £€700C TOU TPUOV, OXEQNV UETAPUOIKO?, ATTAVAVTI CGTIC
OVTIEO?TNTEC TNC W?C, ATMXE? TNV ATIIC1000E 20 UIAC ETIOX?C 2O Ol AlY?TEPO TIPOVOLL0?X Ol
00T0?, (NVTAC XWP?C KAU?0 KOIVWVIK? TPVOLA, 2TOV UTIOXPEWUVOL VA LOXB0V Xwp?¢ TNV
TOPALIKP? JIKAE?D0 AOPAAE?OC.

Av0 V701 VBP0l TIOU ?X0UV TI?0W TOUG VA OKOTEIV? TPEABV KOl Va af3?Bato H?7AA0V Kal HAV0
TO TPV TNC AY?TTNE TOUC VIO VA OTNPIXB0V L2200 O€ [ia KOveav?2a XOpIk? ? adl 2popn. Mia
BOAIBEP?10TOP?0 UE KAAOOXNUATIOUAVOUCE XOPAKT?PEC U700 TNV OTID?0, EKT?C TWV PAAWV, KVEI
VA UUKP? T?paca 0 cUUPBOACIOYP?Po¢ Roguin Tov 0TIo?0 0 Balzac Ba Xpn ol LOTIoI20€1 KOl a€ AN
METOYEV?0TEPQ 7pY0 TOU.

Al?Baoa g, KaB?¢ ota 1930, 0 cLYYPAQP?UC, OEV £€7XE CUAAPBEL OKUO TO UEYOAETIZBOAO OX 2010 NG
avep?rvng KWUwd?0 G TOU, PAEC UT?C 0l CNVTOWEC LOTOP?EC TOV, ENVAT KOUU?TIA TLV OKNVA TNG
1B1WTIK PG w7 (Scenes de lavie privée). Av auT? 1o)X 7el, TPKEITAL TPAUATL, TOP? TIC 2TOIEG

O OUVAU?EC TOU, VIO V0 AUBEVTIK? OPUA UE OKNV?G ATI? TNV KABNUEPIV?TNTA TNG ETOX ¢ OTNV

OTID?0 YP?PINKE.

classicreverie says

Having heard the Old Time Radio show "The Weird Circle"portrayal of Balzac's story and being affected by
it, | had to read the original. Balzac is supposedly written this with Prosper Merimee's Mateo Falconein
mind, on my to read list too. Thereis a pretty big difference in the radio shows story and the real but even
though the director takes license, | still loved the radio portrayal, which had many difference. First the
mother is dead and the father finds out about her daughter's marriage to a Porta and does what he plans. The
story is more detailed and an inside to the characters. It is such a great read that it's effect on me as the radio
shows version did when | heard it years ago as well as recently.

The weird circle September 12, 1943

https://www.ol dtimeradiodownl oads.com...

Justine says

A beautiful love story, one | really thought | would like this much! A rewriting of Romeo & Juliet with
Balzac's powerful writing style. Genuine, passionate, but stereotyped. A great read!
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Jonathan says

A little fable with no moral.

H. Will Bashor says

If you would like a glimpse of Balzac's world, thisis a great place to start!
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