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Akiko says

The grave of bones scene in this book is creepy...not a good way to die : /

mark monday says

this character "Ashlar" just up and jizzes all over the faces of the preceding novels in the series, except that it
is not hot, not hot at all. The Witching Hour was a fascinatingly cracked historical-family saga and Lasher,
although a much lesser work, was a disturbingly oedipal psychodrama. Taltos is like a big bucket of spooge,
just silly and disgusting and entirely unappealing to even contemplate. ugh, thanks a lot Rice for ruining a
perfectly good series! almost as criminal is the increasingly revolting elevation of the character Mona, surely
one of the most unlikeable, creepy (and not in a good way) characters that Rice has ever created. please no
more pedophilia disguised as romance..."empowered" juvenile characters like Mona need to vanish from
literature without a trace, post-haste. my gosh, surely that is not too much to ask?

Leontine says

!!Warning; Can contian spoilers if you haven't read The Witching Hour and Lasher!!

Taltos is the story which birthed the journey of Lasher and the Mayfairs taken in The Witching Hour and
Lasher. Yet it also furthers the relationship development between Michael Curry and Rowan Mayfair. After
all the tumultuous events in Lasher I tumbled in to a story that I found very bittersweet to read at times.
There are more troubles ahead for the Mayfairs. Characters who I had to say goodbye to and more history to
absorb from newly introduced characters. Once more, Anne Rice put me through the emotional wringer in
Taltos. I absolutely fell in love over the course of this trilogy with the magic of her storytelling but it also
took a lot out of me.

The bittersweet unfolding of Rowena and Michael's situation didn't give much room for happy moments. The
painstakingly honest dialogues, the sharing of opinions about personal and family matters leave nothing to
the imagination. There is no lovey-dovey romance here but an irrevocable bond forged through an attraction
that defies all. There is adversity and survival but no sunshine and daisies or an over the top happily ever
after for them. Oh no, it is a double-edged sword of pleasure and pain. It has a gritty vibe yet the core of
them burns fierce for one another. No matter what they individual decide it is their form of love that fuses
them together. The complexity of Rowan and Michael's relationship in gradually layered through the three
books. It is but one example how Anne Rice has deepened and enriched various storylines and
characterization over the course of this trilogy. I have a penchant for complex and dark romance but even for
me it was at times hard to digest all the dilemmas this main couple faced. I wanted some happy time as well
but never really got it, not even at the ending, which left a tinge of sadness as I closed this book.

Another complex character was Taltos himself. The very thought of such a being tantalizes my fantasy. He
was vast intelligence wedded to primal instinct with at times innocent reactions or emotions. Every single
time a character opens up about his or her past I'm mesmerized by their stories. They take me back to other
times and in the case of Taltos, to forgotten times. Anne Rice spins her own take on the history of the Picts,
the creation of Stonehenge and historical England. Via Taltos I was shown a time in which he lived, what his
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customs and rituals were, how he encountered mankind and how he ultimately got cursed. I was completely
absorbed again by the imaginative and at times such detailed storytelling! I was rapidly flipping the pages to
discover more and in my queste to discover more I turned to be quite the gluttonous reader.

On the other hand I got a bit tired of the Talamasca. The slow disintegration of their duty to watch but never
to interfere was evident. There was scheming within the Talamasca by individuals but I was done with all the
scheming on their part. These three self-absorbed characters were annoying the daylights outta me. Before
their introduction in Taltos I did not know them, their motivations contrived and they failed to add any
suspense to the overall plotline. The Elders also irked me, I was to be believed they never came forward in
moments of need and loss of structure. Or when a being of significant importance to their history was
brought over, that they would not react. That they would choose to be forever cloaked in mystery. For me the
dialogues and story development between Taltos and the Mayfairs was all that mattered. The Talamasca had
lost its effect and function for me at a certain point in the story.

The arrival of Mona Mayfair in Lasher allowed the plot to thicken that much more in Taltos. She is a strong
headed teenager and together with the spunky Mary Jane they added an exuberance with their antics and
interactions. Both were quick witted and I instantly liked them. Even with things that were hard to swallow,
such as the pregnancy, it wasn't an uncommon thing in the Mayfair family. Anne Rice has created a family
with its own set of customs, rituals, habits and structure. They fascinated me to no end and it was this very
factor that made me read on and on from the first page in The Witching Hour. All these woman, whether
strong, normal or weak, they all came alive with their quirks. Many had an imperative part to play and I
cherished them for it.

With the ending I found some closure but many questions are left unanswered. Perhaps this is what Anne
Rice wanted, to leave many things to the imagination of the reader and it does fit the complete vibe of the
storytelling. Still, with such an intense emotional investment in reading this trilogy I would've liked an
ending that gives a bit more satisfaction. I'm left with questions and an image of resignation, that in the end
the Mayfairs have been pawns in the larger scheme of things. While Michael and Rowena's gestures speak of
approval, what did they think of the final moments? What is in store for them now? How will Mona deal
with the decisions made? What did the Talamsca do with Tessa? Smaller story threads found a conclusion
but the bigger picture is definitely left to the imagination of the reader. I stand divided about it, at one hand I
find it completely fitting and at the other hand I wanted an ending that left me with the knowledge that after
all this pain and strife the Mayfairs are in a good place. And I did not get that notion...

3.5 stars

Monique says

Just finished this last book and must say am mildly disappointed--it leaves you hanging, drags you on for at
least a hundred pages with this confusing stream of consciousness memory trail and confuses you by turning
your favorite characters into dependent mindless ninnies..it is crazy to meet Mona and love her headstrong
mind and mischeviousness and then see her become doting and helpless after a strange experience..What can
I say I loved the premise, thought most of the chararcters were okay (hated Rowan, Michael, Ancient Evelyn
and Gifford but loved Ryan, Mona, Mary Jane, Julien and Stella)but the ending disappoints and leaves you
wondering if Ann Rice had another book in mind--which wouldnt be so bad so she can redeem herself for
ending this powerful trilogy like that--for shame :)
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Starling says

This is the final book in the original trilogy. I've found two others with Mayfair Witch characters but they are
mixed up with the Vampires in those two books, and I'm not sure I really want to deal with either of them.

We finally get to know a real Taltos in this book. One who was around when disaster struck this not-quite-
human species. They are normally a separate species, but even though Ash doesn't remember a time when
the two species were a single one, they have to have been one at some time because they can interbreed, and
have, over and over again according to his story.

Once again there are multiple tales in this book. A couple of them in the present day. One about Mona and
her child and a second one where we find out what was really going on with the Talamasca, who turn out to
have a dark and angry side of their own.

But primarily we find out about the history of the Taltos.

I had a wonderful time with all three books, once again, and I'm sorry that time is over.

Angie says

I loved this trilogy so much and the last part doesn't let it down. Rowan and Michael are great characters and
the usual southern new Orleans setting works so well for these books. The talamassca is in these more than
her Vampire novels and it was great to learn more about the shadowy organisation.

Mona Mayfair is another good character and in this book she gets a lot more time as she is central to the
storyline. We also find out just who Lasher was, where he came from and the whole history of the Taltos
race. It makes for fascinating reading. All your questions from the first two books are answered very well.

There are some huge surprises and I love Ash, the century's old Taltos Rowan and Michal find. A brilliant
end to the trilogy and there are two good tie ins to the Mayfair Witches in blackwood farm and blood
canticle which are her last two Vampire chronicles books. I'd definitely recommend these books.

Cody | codysbookshelf says

It’s a shame this book follows after The Witching Hour and Lasher, arguably two of the best (and scariest)
novels in Anne Rice’s catalogue. This book is a mess.

I’m not even going to review this shit.

? Sh3lly - Grumpy Book Grrrl ? says

Tim Curry narrates, so... time for a re-read! :D
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Corinne says

It took me a while to get around to this third installment of Rice's Mayfair trilogy. I started it a while back
and realized I couldn't quite handle it yet so I moved on to other things for a while then came back and was
able to finish it. There's just something about this story, from beginning to end (1st book to 3rd book) that
has gotten under my skin. It's one of those stories I won't soon forget... beautifully written yet intensely
disturbing. The perfect formula for an unforgettable tale.

Anyway, as to this book specifically I just have to say... Rice's vision of the "Taltos," a forgotten, practically
extinct race of beings that are so close to human they can pass as human but the differences are so NOT
human, and THEY ARE SO CREEPY, well it's brilliant to say the least. These beings have been around
since the dawn of time and when humans began making an appearance the Taltos made fun of them,
describing them as "hairy monkey things." As humankind evolved and advanced, the Taltos managed to stay
out of their way, until disaster struck and their "paradise," their island of plenty, fell into the sea. The
surviving Taltos were forced to journey to the bitter cold land of Britain where they managed to hang on.
(Being able to give birth to walking, talking, fully knowing children was a definite plus in terms of
replenishing their numbers). They were able to pass as human for a long time, until humans became smart
enough to question why they had no "young" and finally began to catch on to the differences. Of course mass
slaughter of the Taltos was the inevitable outcome; pretty obvious social commentary here. However, the
graphic scenes of Taltos being forced to procreate as part of religious ceremonies (the "children" are born
almost instantly upon conception), offspring being forced to procreate and then being tossed into the fire and
on and on until the people were satisfied enough "sacrifice" had taken place... well, I had nightmares to say
the least. It's the mark of a very good author when a story sticks to you like this.

I don't know how I feel about the ending. Happy and horrified at the same time I guess. Rice kinda sorta left
it open for another sequel, but I really hope that never, ever happens. I honestly don't even want to know
what could potentially happen next...

Dorian de Jandreau says

Still full of excitement... Hard to write a review...

First of all, I am happy I have finished reading all "Mayfair witches" series. After "Vampire Chronicles" I
thought that "Mayfair witches" won't be so good and I'll be disappointed... BUT... I wasn't. All these three
books were as good as Vampire Chronicles. Anne Rice is my favorite author, I'm fascinated how she created
such families, their histories, family trees and everything else. And I just love when she mixes real history
with her fiction, it's like..."revealing truth of hidden historical facts".

Her characters are brilliant. They all remind me of some people I know, or of myself. In this book I mostly
was amazed by Ashlar. I must say, my heart was touched by every single part about dolls. I even did notes of
some quotes. The way author writes about dolls, makes me so...I don't know..very touched. Dolls for me are
my whole life, my children, my family...and when I found these scenes about dolls in this book, I had to read
few times everything again to get stuck in my mind. Parts about dolls- were my favorite. It's like her
thoughts came out of my mind. Anne Rice is a brilliant author, because she can touch every single reader's
heart.
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I wish there would be more books about this family of witches. It's such a story that you want to know more
and more. Since I'm very interested in genealogy, I am trying to make a family tree of these witches. All this
genealogy thing in these books made me so excited!

Paul says

3.5 stars usually it's the middle book in a trilogy that I would give the lesser rating to but in this case taltos
was my least fav of Mayfair witches

Jamie says

If you've already been sucked into the Mayfair trilogy, you're going to have to read this book. I'm sorry. It's
not good.

Really though, this series is worth finishing, even if you LOL your way through the last book because it's so
freaking ridiculous. There is a good explanation for what Lasher is, and how he came to be involved with the
Mayfairs, and what the Talamasca knows about it; you're going to want to know this stuff.

Unfortunately, the characters (particularly the family members) have all lost their minds. Some poor
relations come out of the swamp which is pretty cool, but they're just as crazy as the rest of them, except
more functional. Keep a punching bag handy.

11811 (Eleven) says

Rice remembered all the detail but forgot to throw in some story to go with it. First two books were great.
Maintain a safe distance from this one.

Emily Crow says

So, I am writing this review many, many years after the fact. This was my third Anne Rice novel after The
Witching Hour (which I loved) and Lasher, which was OK. And along comes this book? I just couldn't get
into it. It was so horrible, squicky and stupid. In fact, my best memory of it was the woman at the laundry in
Georgia who saw me reading it and warned me not to delve into books like this, they would only wreak
havoc with my soul. If only she knew how prescient that comment was! Just not in they way she intended.
You are dead to me, Anne Rice. Dead to me! Because of Taltos.

Sabrina Rutter says

Every time I read an Anne Rice novel I come away from it feeling as though for a while I were peeking into
another world, a world I would very much so like to exist in. Knowing my luck even if I did exist in this
world she's created I'd never happen upon one of these amazing creatures, and so I'd still never be the wiser
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or I'd become a part of a short tragic scene. Taltos is another example of Anne's amazing skill as a writer,
and master story teller. Her words are the paintbrush while your mind is the canvas! I just simply love Anne's
work so much, and highly recommend it to everyone.


