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There were always whispers about my roommate at Hillcrest Academy.

The wealthiest of the wealthy sent their kids to our boarding school, and Brooke Bennett had been at the top,
though I never quite knew why. She was fun and outgoing, but she kept quiet about her family. The only
things she showed me were photographs of her brothers.

I became fascinated with her second-oldest brother. Kai Bennett.

He was the most of them all. Smoldering. Hypnotic. Alluring.
Kai had eyes that pulled me in and a face that haunted my dreams.

Then I met him.

He came to our school with their father, and that’s when I learned what kind of family Brooke came from.
They were mafia, and Brooke’s oldest brother was dead. Her father said accident, but Brooke said murder.

Three months later, her father died, and Kai became the head of the Bennett Family. Brooke left Hillcrest for
good, and that was the last time I saw her.

Fourteen years later, I’m staring at her face on the television. Brooke is missing.

Two days later, Kai Bennett kidnaps me.
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NiCoLeTa E. says

***4,75 "To be a Bennett!!!" stars***

"We're Bennetts. There's a responsibility that comes with our family surname. All of us hate it, but if we
have to step up and bear it, we will."

"I am destroying the safe world you had erected, and you're letting me do it. I am fucking terrified that
you will hate me at the end of all this..."

A Tijan book and a mafia book together??? Are you kinding me??? HELL YES!!!!
God, i love this woman's writing so damn much!!! She is my secret delight!!!
And I'm really trying to resist because i really have to read and another authors, so I'm keeping her many
times for my hard times!!!! But I'm loving every. single. book. of hers!!! Even though. my first one of hers
"A whole new crowd" will always hold a special place in my heart!!!!
As you can realize, this book wasn't an exception!!!

So, here was a super, wild ride as always with Tijan's books!!!
We entered the mafia world and to be totally honest with you, even though she had written more from these
kind of books, it was my first!!!! (The hard days as i told you before!!! Bahahaha!!!) And i damn loved it!!!!
It surely was a big book, but it had so many action inside that i didn't get bored not once!!!
The main couple was amazing and the rest of the crew was also very loveable!!!
Nope, this story wasn't about unicorns and rainbows, far from it, but it seemed real in an unrealistic way!!!!

"I am everything that's bad in this world. You are everything that's good, and I am turning you into
me..."

Well, let me explain some things about the plot, but not too many, because... You know i hate spoilers, and it
will be inevitable to make at some point!!!
Riley met Brooke Bennett when she was twelve years old... They were roommates for some time... Brooke
was a princess mafia and she had a big family with four more brothers!!!
A year later, Brooke's brother, Kai, took his sister away from school and Riley lost contact with her... But
she never forget her, or Kai for the matter!!!

"I do not want to hurt you, but I will if it means losing my sister. Remember that."

In the present day, Riley is leading a different kind of life... And Brooke is going missing...
And then, out of nowhere, two days after Brooke's disappearance, Riley is getting abducted by the Bennett
family and specificaly by their leader, Kai, who is trying to find his sister and he's demanding Riley's help in
that matter...
And that is the beginning of a weird and life-changing journey for both of them, but especially for Riley!!!

"Kai was the enemy , or I'd thought he was. Now I didn't know.
I didn't know what was going on with me."
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"I needed to stop giving Kai more credit than he deserved. Fucking attraction had started to blind me to
what he did for a living: he was in the mafia. He was a bad guy. He did bad things"

As you can understand, ther will be lust and love between those two, but it also will be bad blood... The line
between hate and love is very thin and the kind of life that Kai is leading is going against Riley's goals in
life...
Is really Riley holding the key in Brooke's disappearance???
Will Kai let her go or will he change her for good???
Will Riley listen to her heart or her logic will win after all???
Is Kai as ruthless and calculating as he seems to be or there is also a different side of him???
Is there a future for the two of them or their ending is inevitable from the very first moment???

"You may hate me. You may loathe me...
But you goddamn want me."

"I was weak. I was an embarrassment to the ideals I'd dedicated my life to: helping others, saving others,
protecting others. I was with a man who violated all of those principles, and I should run. I could run
now, but I didn't. I knew I wouldn't.
I would give in when he came to me."

Well, i won't say more about this book, but there was much background in here...
There were many good things, but also too many bad things that took place in here...
It was a very hard thing to be a part of the Bennett family...
Kai was ruthless and cruel, but for his family, he could do anything!!! For Riley too, as it seemed in here!!!
The Network was making a really great job, but i can not say more details about it!!!

"It has to be your decision. Everything has to be your decision."

Riley was a very strong woman and i liked the fight inside of her, especially in the beginning...
Yep, the feelings were clouding her mind from time to time, but she still had it in her...
Kai's presence in her life changed her in a way that she couldn't undone, but she changed him too!!!
Yep, he was the head of the family and he did anything to be in that place, so his morals weren't in high
levels, but at the same time, we could see that he had heart deep down inside... Family came first for him...
And then, there was Riley...
Those two had too many shits to face, together and separately, but together could do anything!!!
Their love was explosive and in a way, destructive!!!
Will they manage to find balance and be together after all???
To be totally honest with you, near to the end, my heart was breaking for them....

"He opened a channel inside of me where dark things happened, a place most people didn't want to
acknowledge. Not Kai. Not me. He'd found it in me, made me look at it, and then he took me there and
was making it my home.
I shouldn't have wanted it. I shouldn't have wanted him, but I could no longer deny that I was his."

"I cannot risk you. I won't. I've had my mother taken from me. My brother. I won't risk anyone else,and I
won't apologize for that. I care about you. Whether it's rational or not, I won't chance losing you."
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In here, there were too many bad people!!!! Okay, the Bennetts were also bad, but i got to know them and i
loved them, even with their flaws and their bad actions!!!
Yep, in books, i have no moral compass!!! LOL!!!
So, i loved all the Bennetts, beyond my dear Kai!!!They were an intriguing bunch!!!!
I also liked a lot Riley's roommates, Blade and Carol!!! They were risking their heads for her and i
appreciated it very much!!!
God, Tijan's stories never get old for me!!! I need them as the air i breathe!!!!

"You are my goodness. My redemption. My lifeline. Jesus, you woke something good in me that I never
knew was there, and I realized every time I held you that I was destroying you. Little by little. The more
goodness you gave to me, the more darkness I gave back. I was changing you..."

Sophia Triad says

“My boarding school roommate was a mafia princess”
....
and then she meets the mafia prince.

Review pending

KAT ? Kitty Kats Crazy About Books ? says

BENNETT MAFIA: Is a full length New Adult novel by Tijan. In this we’re introduced to Riley Bello
plus Kai Bennett and his siblings. MY REVIEW: can also be found on my blog:
➽ KITTY KATS CRAZY ABOUT BOOKS

Anything by this author I tend to jump on it, she could rewrite the phone book and I’d beg for a copy!!

PAST: At the centre of the story is Brooke Bennett the mafia Princess, she was Riley’s roommate at
boarding school when they were in their teens. She tended to be very closed mouth about her family but the
photos on the wall told another story entirely. It was one such photo that Riley was drawn to, and that was of
Kai, the second eldest brother. He just had more of a presence, he seemed more intimidating than his
siblings, everything about him just screamed more. And the fact that they were mafia and ruthless should've
screamed keep away, but it seemed to have the opposite effect.

PRESENT: Today’s news broadcasts a missing person, and that missing person is Riley’s old roommate
Brooke. They were no longer roommates, you could even say they were no longer best friends. All that
ended thirteen years ago. Riley is no longer the Riley we know, she’s a completely different person. Today
Riley goes by the name Raven Hastings, ives with two other roommates, and works at a nursing home where
she worked as a nursing aide. But there is so much more to her story.

Kai wants to get to the bottom of his sisters disappearance and he thinks Raven knows more than she's letting
on and the only way in his eyes to do that is to kidnap her!!
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Our heroine Riley is a strong compassionate fierce character, she will protect those she loves fiercely.

Our hero Kai is a dark, broody, ruthless alpha male and a force to be reckoned with, but he’s also honest to a
fault.

I am everything that's bad in this world. You are everything that's good, and I am turning you into me. I hate
myself when I look at you. You reflect everything wrong in me, every time I'm inside of you.

Under the same roof these two cannot hide their attraction for each other, it sizzles off the pages, no matter
how hard they try to fight it.

Mafia reads are my kryptonite, one of my go to genres of all time, they offer enough darkness, angst, and the
romance I need all in a nice package. Finding out Tijan was bringing us another mafia read I was signing up
without even reading the blurb, one look at the author sealed the deal.
The only reason why I’m giving this 4 stars and not 5 is the beginning came across stilted, with vast gaps in
the timeline, which made it hard for me to connect to the storyline, I didn’t understand their childhood
friendship because it was glossed over, but the further i got into the storyline it just flowed ceaselessly, and
the pace picked up and that’s when it came into its own for me. I couldn’t put it down. Chapters just flew by.
I inhaled it.

* Teaser used is off the authors facebook page *

     

Kayla Brunson says

Wow! Let me first start off by saying that. Tijan didn’t come to play with this one. I devoured this in one
sitting because so much was happening that I didn’t want to put my kindle down.

What I liked most about this book was that Tijan wasn’t afraid to go there. There was bloodshed and secrets
and I was loving every moment of it. Kai was someone that I wouldn’t want to piss off or meet in a dark
alley. Okay I take that back, I might want to meet him in a dark alley wink, wink. He was ruthless and took
no shit, the perfect kind of mob boss. Riley was his equal in so many ways. She wasn’t afraid to get her
hands dirty or go toe to toe with Kai.

These two had chemistry down! I kept screaming ”just have sex already!!” so many times. Unfortunately,
once they started, it seemed like that’s all they did. I wanted a bit more romance from them and all I really
got were a bunch of sex scenes. I wanted to actually feel when they actually fell in love, you know.

The best part of this book were the secrets and the betrayals. Every time I thought I had something figured
out, I would get blown away by another revelation. I was so drawn into this world and it was a treat to read.

I highly recommend this if you are a fan of Tijan or mafia books in general!

I received an ARC for an honest review.
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Gigi says

This book was...something. Ridiculous is probably the best word. I love Mafia books, okay? Like, love them.
But this book lacked a lot. I couldn't sympathize with Riley at all, she made it very hard to care about her
because her thought process was infuriating. She's a so-called operative that legitimately lets everything slide
by her - completely unaware of so many things she should be aware of as a "trained agent." That plot point
was a waste if she's going to suck at it. I wouldn't be lusting after a mafia man that kidnapped me, I'd be
pissing my pants. Riley just...annoyed the shit out of me. The Bennett brothers were okay, Brooke was as
silly as a mafia princess is expected to be but that didn't make me like her anymore. I was mostly reading to
finish it, to see if it had any redeeming qualities. Sadly, it didn't. It was predictable, the plot was all over the
place, and I found it very hard to care about any of them.

Snow says

Fuckin hell...

March 4th seems like light years away...

Fuckin hell...

ah, so I finally wrapped up this baby...

What can I say, Tijan left a permanent mark on my soul by creating one of the msot antagonising, pulsatingly
vivid male characters (Mason from Fallen Crest High series, if you haven't guessed it before) and in each
and every one of her books, I subconsciously search for him in all other characters Tijan creates.

BUT i have to say that Kai Bennett of Bennett Mafia family came too close to the Mason throne. I effin loved
the guy.

he was true to his role in the mafia family and he took it wordlessly with so much dark dominance he simply
ruled the pages...in everything he did.

as much as the story goes, I have to say that the first part of the book (mainly introduction and the first few
chapters) were a bit of a messy delivery - the 15 years gap between the short "explanation" of the events
happening when the characters were 12 (the heroine) and when she meets Kai (age 16) for the first time, are
somewhat immaturely based on an idea or appearance and the fact that the author kept going on and
building this "emotion" aka hate between the two is simply unbased to start with.

So, when the plot jumps in the action/present 15 years later, so now they are 27 and 31, it would seem that
they would out grown that particular "emotion" based on nothing but a memory and a glimpse of the past,
but no, the heroine hates Kai with the fire of the thousand suns or whatever...but based on what exactly?!

I tried to surpass that by focusing of the second part of the story and that is ALL Kai's doing.
In fact, he is the highlight of dark...and he carries the story through.
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It's action packed, it's dark, it's gritty and it's tense in steam and I loved it.

BUT considering the flaws of the first part I simply can't give 5 stars.

Lo Bookfrantic says

4.5★★★★Stars

Genre:  Romantic Suspense
Type:  Standalone
POV:  First Person – Female

 

❝We were no longer our pasts, and last names were forbidden.  We couldn't use them, say
them, or even think them.❞

Riley was giving a wealthy life when she was younger but the cost was high.  When the opportunity to start
fresh came to join this secret society she didn't think twice.  Riley knew she had to do whatever it took to
survive her father's cruelty.  

 

❝I was no longer Bruce Bello's daughter.❞

 

I really like all the mystery and suspense in this story; it had me glued to the pages just wanting for more.  I
did went through so many emotions and was conflicted with Riley.  I liked her but I also was annoyed by her
at times.  Like the entire fainting more times than I can count on had me rolling my eyes the entire time.  She
did redeemed herself thought and I ended up liking her a lot.  I understood her internal conflict with her
feelings and what she thought it was the right and wrong.

 

❝Kai was the cliff.  I just wanted to fall free.  Away from him.  To him. In his arms.  I
wanted all of it, and my chest heaved.❞ ❝Kai might've dragged me over the line, but he had
let go, and I'd stayed.❞
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When Riley meets Bennett she feels a magnetic connection towards him and many years after the feeling
never went away; hell I was practically sweating and nervous as heck every time he was in the room.  I fell
madly in love with Bennett in this book.  He completely turned my insides into mush.  He gave me the
Mason Cade and Carter Reed vibes for real.  I couldn't get enough of him.  So when he did what he did
around ninety percent in the story I cried, I seriously ugly cried my eyeballs off so hard it hurts so good
hahaha.

 

❝I will not gamble with the lives of those I care about, and you're one of them now.❞

 

Bennett Mafia is such a great story full of great characters, a twisted plot and loaded with suspense and
action.  The chemistry between Riley and Bennett was on point and oh boy how much I love Bennett.  He
was seriously badass; I would love to have more books of the Bennetts, like Tanner and Jonah stories. 
Overall, I enjoyed this story a lot and highly recommend to readers who enjoy mafia stories full of action and
suspense.   

 

For more reviews/reveals/giveaways visit:

 

bella ? [ bella farren ] says

2.5 / 5 stars

A bit of a meh book, I was expecting more but this followed a well-worn road that was littered with
unrealistic situations, and 'bad-ass' females who talked about said 'badassness' more than they demonstrated
it.

Jemima says

Title: Bennett Mafia
Author: Tijan
Publication Date: March 4, 2019
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Considering that I've read each and every book written by Tijan, one would think that I'd have an idea of
how things would play out. I mean, I feel like I should know what to expect by now to the point of it being
'predictable' yet comforting; which is weird because DUH...there is nothing soft and cute about Tijan's
books.
But lo and behold, I've been proven wrong once again.
It always shocks me that she somehow continues to blow my mind with how unpredictable the stories in her
books are.

I love the fact that Tijan always writes amazing female protagonists. They are always strong and fierce. I
also love that her male protagonists are such strong alpha men but they are never stifling. They support their
women...they let them shine.

Kai is dark, broody and honestly? He just oozes male masculinity with a smoothness that is indescribable.
whereas Riley is tough AF! She is brilliant, quiet and deadly.
Together, Kai and Riley are Perfection!

Tijan writes vengeance so beautifully. She balances right and wrong with faultless brilliance. To be honest,
it's scary yet so thrilling exciting.
But no matter what, there is always strength and a sense of confidence when it comes to Tijan's books.

It's very hard to be good in a world when authors writes such temptingly sinful books and there was without
a doubt an insatiable need that made me crave Kai and Riley's story.
Bennett Mafia had me hooked!
Bennett Mafia is a tantalisingly excellent read!

 

Bookgasms Book Blog says

I am soo obsessed with Tijan's words it isn't even funny. This story was so sexy and addicting and the world
that Tijan created in Bennett Mafia was just mindblowing! I am so consumed with Kai and Riley and their
connection. They were intense, sexy and so addicting. I could not get enough!

Without giving away any spoilers, Kai Bennett was sinfully delicious. The head of the Bennett family has
always known about his little sister's bestfriend, Riley Bello. But when he suddenly kidnaps her to get what
he needs, Riley has no idea what this dangerous and ruthless mafia boss has coming for her!

Gahhh!! This man is amazinggggg! He gave me Carter Reed feels. His connection to Riley was so intense
and honestly I was hooked from the start. This story had suspense, tension, angst and was absolutely
incredible.  I loved the connection that Kai and Riley had and the countless shockers we found out along the
way. I am officially addicted to another Tijan book and can't wait for more from this author! Bravo! 5 stars!
~Ratula 
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Jen says

*** 3.5 Stars!!!***

This book puzzled me at times. I loved it at times, and then at other times I felt it dragged a bit. There were a
ton of secrets that slowly get revealed all through out the book. I was on board with that! The thing that was
annoying was how long it took for the reveals to come to light. Explanations seemed to go on and on... I
often thought: just get on with it already!!!

As for Kai... he’s a badass mafia guy hands down! I loved his presence; I just didn’t feel his dedication to his
woman as much as I’d like to have.
All in all though, it was a good read just not my absolute favourite of Tijans!!!

Christina Szczepan-santos says

If I could give this book a hundred stars I would.
I absolutely loved it! It had me flipping the pages non stop.
Kai, oh wait! He is everything. I swooned so hard over him. Riley what a strong heroine, full of sass.
I was on the edge more times then not. This book had it all, suspense, drama, sexy times, made me laugh out
loud.
Dare I say this may be my favorite Tijan book?

An Arc was kindle provided by Tijan. Thanks a million for the Arc. I loved it.

Wendy says

I fell in love with Tijan's writing, when I first read (I've done many re-reads) the "Fallen Crest High"  series.
I also have a major weakness for "made" men, so I figured this book would be perfect for me. 

This story starts out with Riley becoming best friends with Brooke Bennett, at boarding school. Riley doesn't
know very much about her new friend, but she does know that Brooke has a lot of brothers and her family
seems to be a very "big deal". She is especially interested in the picture Brooke has of Kai, the second oldest
brother...

Bit by bit, we get fed tiny bits of information and things started to become clear to me (and to Riley) as to
who the "Bennett" family really is. There were still lot's of questions left open though...

When people within the Bennett family start dying, Riley is pulled out of school by her brother Kai... It's the
end of a lovely friendship...

Now years later, mafia princess Brooke has gone missing and Kai and his brothers have kidnapped Riley,
because they are sure she has the answers to some very important questions. 
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Riley is not some whiny desperate heroine...she knows how to take care of herself, but even she has to admit
defeat. What's worse though, is dealing with the attraction she feels towards Kai. She has always had a bit
of a thing for him and turns out that she is not the only one feeling the sparks between them...

I really enjoyed this one. Riley was a strong heroine and Kai was deliciously dark and broody. The
storyline was also very interesting. That said, I did get a bit confused at the beginning about what was going
on, the time jumps had me scratching my head a bit as to what was happening.  Thankfully it didn't take me
too long to figure things out, but still....the confusion was real. 

If you're a mafia fan like me and love your heroines strong and feisty and your heroes a bit dark, you
should definitely check this one out. 

My reviews are posted on

 

Sabrina says

NOW LIVE!
Amazon US * Amazon UK

I was not expecting this to be such a suspenseful story but it had me so intrigued by the mystery of what was
going on with Kai's family. I loved that from page one it was able to suck me in and I was just enthralled by
everything happening. The Bennett family definitely had a lot secrets that were revealed slowly as the story
progressed. It had me dying to more with each turn of the page! Honestly, this has been one of the most
captivating books I've read this year.

The story centers around Riley and the Bennett family, who is known to be a ruthless mafia family. They
come to her for help, aka leave her no other option but to help, for their sister who was once Riley's
roommate at boarding school. It opens her world up to so many secrets about, not just the Bennett's, but her
family also. And it leads her back to Kai Bennett, head of the family, and the one guy who scared her when
she was younger. But now that she's older she is feeling far more than just scared.

These two had the kind of explosive chemistry that I just love in my stories. The kind where both characters
know that they shouldn't want each other but they can't help the connection that pulls them together. Kai had
this overpowering presence about him whenever he was in a scene that makes you sit up and take notice. It
made up for him not having a POV, at least for me since I usually am pretty meh about one-POV stories. His
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character was amazing for that and the whole brooding type of vibe he was giving off, along with his intense
way of revealing information was brilliant.

As for Riley, girl needed an applause. I love how she handled everything. She didn't go down without a fight,
but she also knew when to fold and give in to that urge to jump Kai. And she was a really good fit for his
intensity with her attitude and the fight she had. Even as I say that she knew when to give it up, I don't mean
that she ever stopped fighting and I really admire that about any character. She was protective of those she
cared about and for them she would do anything, and who doesn't want a friend like that?

The point of all of this fangirl style rambling is that I really really liked this story and I want everyone I
know to read it. It gets a huge recommend from me and if you're a fan of mafia books, or just a fan of really
amazing characters, this is the book you need to read next.

ARC kindly provided in exchange for an honest review.

Dri ✰ says

★ 4 STARS ★

?????????????????????????????

“There was this fight, this dance between us. Good versus evil—but I wasn’t perfect, and
Kai wasn’t evil. He just did evil things.”

Oh my God!!!
I wasn’t expecting to like this book so much, but surprisingly I did.
I couldn’t put it down, I was hooked from the first page to the last. I loved the characters, I just loved
everything about it! It was definitely a pleasant and great surprise.


