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A Guide for the Young Economist (The MIT Press) William Thomson

Detailed advice on writing papers, giving presentations, and refereeing, plus an essential guide to the
basics of being a graduate student in economics.

This book is an invaluable handbook for young economists working on their dissertations, preparing their
first articles for submission to professional journals, getting ready for their first presentations at conferences
and job seminars, or undertaking their first refereeing assignments. In clear, concise language—a model in
itself—William Thomson describes how to make written and oral presentations both engaging and efficient.
Declaring "I would certainly take up arms for clarity, simplicity, and unity," Thomson covers the basics of
clear exposition, including such nuts-and-bolts topics as titling papers, writing abstracts, presenting research
results, and holding an audience's attention.

This second edition features a substantial new chapter, "Being a Graduate Student in Economics," that offers
guidance on such essential topics as the manners and mores of graduate school life, financial support,
selecting an advisor, and navigating the job market. The chapter on giving talks has been rewritten to reflect
the widespread use of presentation software, and new material has been added to the chapter on writing
papers.
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Fleur_de_soie says

??This is the required book for my research workshop. I read the whole book in one day, instead of reading
one chapter or so before each class. As the result, I had a very boring day.
??
??Some experiences are useless for me, because I already passed that period. Some experiences seem very
far to my life, since I have at least two years before I graduate. For the rest, it can be a guide for your
research if you are just beginning, or it can be a reference when you have a referee report assignment.
Whichever part you are looking at, it would be in extreme detail. I almost wanted to knock my head on the
desk if I were not in the library and I did not want to bother others when I read that the author warned us the
marker would dry out if you do not put the cap back on...
??
??In one word, a very detailed guide for every part of your economics PhD life. I strongly recommend
reading the relevant part of it whenever you need.

Xiang Li says

A bit outdated

Emre Ergin says

Bana cok faydasi oldu. Su anda muthis bir ekonomistim. Bitirdim olayi.

Quinton says

Well written and still useful but many of the notes have become outdated. The passages on transparencies
and writing on a blackboard for example are no longer relevant. I still found many of the comments
especially on notation and structure of a paper or talk useful.


