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A new and definitive account of the anti-Nazi underground in Germany and its numerous efforts to
assassinate Adolf Hitler

In 1933, Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. A year later, all parties but the Nazis had been
outlawed, freedom of the press was but a memory, and Hitler’s dominance seemed complete. Yet over the
next few years, an unlikely clutch of conspirators emerged – soldiers, schoolteachers, politicians, diplomats,
theologians, even a carpenter – who would try repeatedly to end the Fuhrer’s genocidal reign. This dramatic
and deeply researched book tells the full story of those noble, ingenious, and doomed efforts. This is history
at its most suspenseful, as we witness secret midnight meetings, crises of conscience, fierce debates among
old friends about whether and how to dismantle Nazism, and the various plots themselves being devised and
executed.
 
Orbach’s fresh research takes advantage of his singular skills as linguist and historian to offer profound
insight into the conspirators’ methods, motivations, fears, and hopes. Though we know how this story ends,
we’ve had no idea until now how close it came – several times – to ending very differently. The Plots
Against Hitler fundamentally alters our view of World War II and sheds bright – even redemptive – light on
its darkest days.
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Steven Z. says

One of the most consistent questions asked by historians about watershed historical events is “what if?”
Counterfactual history may be an interesting intellectual exercise, but speculating when an “Adolf Hitler”
could have been stopped, thus avoiding the carnage of World War II does not alter events. However,
reviewing and analyzing actual attempts to kill or overthrow the German Fuhrer is not counter factual but a
valid attempt to see how close conspirators actually came to removing Hitler.

There are many other questions that are associated with attempts to remove individuals who are deemed to
be dangerous to society. At what point do people turn against their government? What motivates people to
resist? Is it ideological, moral, or some other reason that drives individuals to say enough is enough and
resort to violence to unseat an existing regime? These questions are very important when applied to the
opponents of Adolf Hitler. Why did certain people oppose Nazism? Why did they wait so long to try and
depose Hitler? Did some plotters of the resistance to Hitler actually participate and support genocide against
the Jews and other inhumane actions? Did they try and rid the world of Hitler when they realized that the war
was lost? Finally, did they find Nazism morally repugnant so they decided to strike? These questions and a
discussion of those who tried to remove Hitler are examined fully in Danny Orbach’s new book THE PLOTS
TO KILL HITLER. Orbach examines the full breath of available documents in a number of languages and
argues that the answers to these questions are complex and conclusions cannot be considered black or white.

By late 1934 Hitler and his henchmen having taken advantage of the Reichstag fire were the sole masters of
Germany. After crushing the Communist Party, the Social Democratic Party, and centrist parties, the most
important source of legal opposition to the Nazis ceased to exist. The Nazi Gleichschaltung (bringing into
line) would swallow local governments, trade unions, and any possible opposition as they cemented their
hold over Germany. Even military leaders who looked down on the former corporal supported a regime
whose rhetoric promised to fulfill their goals of rearmament and a more aggressive foreign policy. A number
of military leaders did question the idea of Hitler in power, but they, like the politicians felt they could
control him. Any dissenters were silenced or forced to retire, and Hitler sealed the deal with the military by
destroying the SA, his private army during the “Night of the Long Knives” (also known as the Roehm
putsch) when the SA leadership was massacred. With the accession of the SS and the Gestapo, all opposition
ceased.

Orbach traces the origins of the most famous attempt to remove Hitler on July 20, 1944 to the purge of the
military leadership in late 1937 and early 1938. It began with the removal of Field Marshall Werner von
Blumberg, the Nazi Minister of War, and General Werner von Fritsch, the commander of the army. Both
were brought down through the machinations of Heinrich Himmler and Hermann Goering as one was
married to a former prostitute, the other was framed as a homosexual. The vacuum was filled by lackeys like
General Wilhelm Keitel who were deemed loyal to Hitler, but an outgrowth of these events was the
development of a network that opposed Nazism and wanted to change the government led by Lt. Colonel
Hans Oster, an anti-Nazi and a rising star in the Abwehr; Hans Bernd Gisevius, a Gestapo agent who became
Oster’s eyes and ears inside the Nazi Security Service; and Dr. Carl Friedrich Goerdeler, the former land
mayor of Leipzig who resigned his office when a statue of Felix Mendelssohn was removed from the town
square. These men and others eventually found the violence against the Jews repugnant, were distraught over
the persecution of the church, and felt that Hitler’s dangerous foreign policy would lead to war and the
destruction of Germany.

Orbach outlines clearly the characteristics of a strong network or clique to foment a coup. He points to the
recruitment of members based on previous friendship and acquaintances. Further, they must be relatively
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autonomous and protected from suspicion by the security services, i.e., the officer corps was autonomous
from civilian authorities. Lastly, they are dependent upon networks of kinship, marriage, social ties, joint
schooling and military service. This would lead to the evolution from being a social network to a
conspiratorial one.

The network would expand to include Ulrich von Hassel, the former ambassador to Italy, Ewald von Kliest,
an aristocrat and major land owner, Colonel Ludwig Beck, the Chief of the General Staff, General Erwin von
Witzleben, the commander of greater Berlin, and on the periphery Colonel Wilhelm Carnaris, the head of
German intelligence. This network is described in one of Orbach’s most interesting chapters as he describes
how they organized and planned a coup de tat for September 28, 1938. For Orbach this was one of the best
chances for success because following the Anschluss with Austria, Hitler ordered Operation Green, the
invasion of Czechoslovakia to obtain the mineral rich Sudetenland, an area of over three million Germans. If
this could be achieved then the Czech state would effectively be destroyed. A number of leading military and
civilian figures opposed the operation believing that Germany was not ready for war and would be defeated.
The coup was set, but the conspirators did not count on the fecklessness of British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain and the intercession of Benito Mussolini that brought about the Munich Conference and the
ceding of the Sudetenland to Germany peacefully. Once the fear of war with Britain and France was off the
table, the conspirators were finished. However, Hitler would continue his aggressive actions that eventually
resulted in the events of early September, 1939 with the invasion of Poland and the official beginning of
World War II.

The Oster, Goerdeler, and Beck network was too small to stage a successful coup especially with higher
echelons of the Nazi regime intoxicated with events up to the invasion of the Soviet Union in June, 1941.
The expansion of the German resistance movement was a direct reaction to Operation Barbarossa, and with it
the only option seemed to be the assassination of Hitler. The movement expanded and its tentacles reached
further into the army, foreign office with improved connections between cells. Many like Hermann Kaiser, a
former history teacher, and reserve officer; and Lt. Col. Henning von Tresckow, a senior operations officer
in the Army Group Center on the eastern front reacted to the carnage and slaughter in the east perpetrated by
SS Einsatzgruppen. In 1941 and 1942 there was little that could be done to stop it, but with the fall of
Stalingrad the resistance was emboldened and a number of assassination attempts against Hitler were
planned but failed due to a change in the Fuhrer’s schedule, bad luck or other unforeseen problems.

One of the most surprising aspects of the book was Orbach’s discussion of the role of Admiral Wilhelm
Carnaris, a conservative nationalist who could not accept the brutality of the Nazi regime. Carnaris disgusted
by what he saw in Warsaw worked to save over 400 people including Rabbi Joseph Schneersohn, the
Lubacitche Rabbi. Carnaris worked further to smuggle Jews out of Germany using the excuse he was
planting spies abroad.

By 1943 leadership of the resistance fell, almost, by default to Count Claus von Stauffenberg, a romanticist
and elitist whose career would bring him to Hitler’s General Staff. Orbach presents an in depth chapter
dealing with von Stauffenberg’s evolution in finally becoming the leader of the movement and deciding that
only he had the courage and position to kill Hitler. Orbach carefully explains the organization of the
conspirators, how they planned, communicated, recruited, and compartmentalized their networks from each
other. Orbach’s analysis included the personality clashes within the movement and the shadow government
that was created designed to govern Germany after the Nazis were removed. All their plans failed as Hitler
survived the July 20, 1944 bomb blast and Orbach explains that none of the conspirators had any training in
the art of the coup de tat which in part explains why it was not successful. Orbach drills down in reviewing
mistakes that were made and the fate of the perpetrators once the plot was uncovered.

Orbach’s conclusions are well supported by his ambitious scholarship and research. I believe the most
important question explored in the narrative is what led people to oppose Hitler. Was is a combination of
their hostility toward murder, genocide, fear that Germany could not win a world war, opportunism, or the
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dechristianization of Germany? Orbach further argues that it “perhaps comes down to the elements
composing motive, the aggregate of psychological processes and factors pushing one across the Rubicon into
the shadowy world of revolutionary conspiracy. It may well be difficult to define the elusive mix that
constitutes such an imperative. The best I can do is to suggest three necessary components: its foundation,
substance, and impetus.” The foundation seems to be empathy, the substance is a system of values, and the
impetus was exceptional courage.

Orbach’s narrative, at times, reads like a murder mystery, as well as a historical monograph. Orbach should
also be given credit for presenting then debunking numerous myths associated with events which makes the
book a useful contribution to the increasing number of studies dealing with the German resistance. Because
of Orbach’s approach and smooth writing those who are interested in the topic should not be disappointed.

Orbach compares the recent attempted coup against President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey with those
against Hitler in the Israeli newspaper Haaretz, November 28, 2016. Go to
http://www.haaretz.com/middle-east news/turkey/.premium-1.755427

gaudeo says

A fascinating account of the various plots against Hitler. For scholars of the period, the book may not cover
much new ground. But for general readers, especially those of us in the generations born after WWII, it
reveals just how heartbreakingly close some of these plots came to changing the course of history forever.
Engaging reading.

Bob H says

Due out in October.

This is a fresh and comprehensive review of the anti-Hitler resistance, specifically, those groups, cliques and
individuals plotting to personally depose, or, usually, to assassinate Adolf Hitler, from their gradual
beginnings at his rise in 1933 to the climax, the Valkyrie plot ending in the July 20, 1944 attempt. It's a new
history, as the author's introduction tells us, based on new research and neglected sources, and a good
premise for this book.

The book covers all the various plots, which tended to be among conservative German elites in the Army and
aristocracy -- indeed, that's why the Gestapo often missed them, concentrating instead on what little
remained of the leftists. Although about half the book focuses in the Valkyrie plots in 1943 and 1944, it does
talk about previous and other efforts. We learn that the best chance to depose Hitler, during the September
1938 Munich crisis, might have succeeded if the French and British side hadn't caved at the negotiations, as
Hitler's generals had perhaps their best-organized coup plans ready. We also learn of Georg Elser, what we
would now call a "lone wolf" terrorist, who built a time bomb for Hitler's podium at a Nov. 1939 Beer Hall
commemoration, the plot that would have succeeded but for Hitler's cutting his speech short and departing.

The author devotes considerable analysis, in the final chapters, of the conspirators' motives and ethics. Many
of them were implicated in Nazi atrocities or German aggression themselves, and their reasons to turn on
Hitler ranged from humanitarianism to disgust at Hitler. "Human beings are always complex and often
conflicted; the conspirators were no different," the author tells us, adding, "the great majority consented to
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risk their lives for others. In that sense, and only in that sense, they were true heroes."

In all, a valuable, fresh and comprehensive look at the people stalking Hitler through Hitler's 12 years in
power, well researched, with newly discovered sources and new insights. The author believes it is time for a
new telling of this story, "In our world of revolutionary 'springs,' civil wars, occupation regimes, and brutal
tyrannies, questions of resistance are more important than ever."

Highest recommendation.

Reese Copeland says

I listened to this as an audio book. I really enjoyed it. I don't recall learning much abot plots to assassinate
Hitler in school or college really. So, this was a great book for me. The only plot I knew about was really
Operation Valkyrie. But, it was interesting to learn about the others; as well as how "put together" the
network was to assassinate him. It was inspiring to see that there were many who put country before Hitler,
even though they knew they'd suffer for it if they got caught.

Anne Morgan says

The Plots Against Hitler is a well written and well researched new look at the stories of different Germans-
both military and civilian- who plotted against Hitler throughout the course of his reign. Even knowing the
end of the story, the book was full of drama, intrigue, and suspense. I knew very little about any of this
before reading Orbach's book and came away from it with a deeper understanding of Germany during World
War II. Although I sometimes had trouble keeping track of individuals and their roles in the resistance, and
the book sometimes fell into repeating itself, I enjoyed this informative and suspenseful history.

Plots is a balanced look at German resistance against Hitler from 1933 through 1945 and looks not only at
famous attempts like Operation Valkyrie, but other serious attempts as well. I was often amazed at how
many of these plots, including attempts by individual civilians, came very close to working and it was only
sheer bad luck that kept them from succeeding.

One of the most interesting parts of the book for me was the end. After exploring the various conspiracies
and attempts from military and practical views, Orbach spends the last few chapters analyzing the
motivations and, to a degree, the characters of members of the resistance. He tries to discover what their
motives were in terms of their own morals and ethics, whether that means they were driven by religion,
patriotism, or empathy. And he does this by analyzing everything not through the lens of 21st century
hindsight and morals, but from the morals and characters of the men and women in 1930s and 1940s
Germany. The results are thought-provoking and fascinating. The Plots Against Hitler are not the stories of
kings and tyrants, but of individuals making hard decisions and struggling to decide what they can live with
and what sacrifices they are willing to make for what they saw as the greater good.

A must read for any history lover, especially those interested in World War II history.

I received an ARC of this book from NetGalley in exchange for an honest review

For my full review go to:



Read and Download Ebook The Plots Against Hitler...

PDF File: The Plots Against Hitler... 7
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Kali Altsoba says

Goes far beyond the Valkyrie assassination and coup attempt. Superb, definitive history of the overall
German resistance to Nazism and the multiple plots against Hitler it led to. Written by a remarkable young
historian who is quickly emerging as the leading scholar of military coups (he has also written on the
"culture of disobedience" in Japan before WWII). Masterful research and exposition. Will be of interest to all
students of military culture and of coup d'etat attempts, not just in Nazi Germany. Rich and thought-
provoking on the idea and ideal of moral and political resistance by the men with guns and troops, those best
positioned to carry out a successful plot and change of regime in wartime. Raises profound questions about
military loyalties and officer (and diplomat) honor in dictatorships.

Tracey says

You know the saying "The devil takes care of his own"? My deeply Catholic mother reminds me of that one
a lot when I complain about the way God arranges things; there is, she says, another power at work in the
world as well. Whatever your theological outlook, you have to admit, the history this book discusses feels
like proof. I mean, I suppose it's like the thing that circulates now and then about Lincoln having a secretary
named Kennedy and Kennedy having a secretary named Lincoln, etc; probably any world leader has,
knowingly or not, dodged an assassination attempt or three through sheer luck.

But I don't think it can be denied that at the very least Hitler was a lucky bastard. He ascribed it to divine
protection. I certainly hope not. He is a major argument for me against predestination – because if it turns out
that Hitler was in some way kept alive in order to create all the circumstances that surrounded him, for the
people who died to die and for those who lived to live … I am going to complain to the management.
Loudly.

The seeds of the war were something I didn't know as much about as I thought. I've never known much about
Neville Chamberlain; I know a bit about the War, not so much about the buildup. I knew enough to associate
him with appeasement. I didn't expect to simultaneously sympathize with and revile him. I'm always left
baffled by the kind of mindset which wants to rule the world – I wouldn't take it if you handed it to me on a
tea tray covered in chocolate. (I say things like "When I am queen, I will change the name of 'common
sense', for it is not" – but not even to implement my own such plots would I actually accept a throne.) Maybe
the poor bugger took power never dreaming a war would be necessary in his term – else he had no business
seeking power with the outlook he had. I have to say as one who has been branded a bleeding heart, I
sympathize with his pacifism, with his loathing for war and the waste and chaos and pain it inevitably brings.
But … Hitler. "Peace in our time? Let us put it a bit more realistically. Chamberlain saved Hitler." That is a
powerful condemnation.

There really are just a handful of things that can be considered incontestable facts in this world of gray areas:
fire is hot, water is wet, space is vast, and Hitler was evil. What amazes me right now, what I had never
really seen clearly before (not having read the book in question), is that he wrote it all down and published it
for all the world to read. He laid out "his master plan" in Mein Kampf. And, apparently, most of the world
went "Huh". Even some of the people who later tried to kill him apparently didn't take him very seriously. At
first. It was only later that they began, some of them, to realize he was a serious threat – and some began to
be very concerned about how they were going to get out of this. Stauffenberg, the most famous of the
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plotters, told a fellow officer, "We are sowing hatred that will visit our children one day" – the scars Nazism
was leaving on Germany would shape how the country, the people, would be perceived for generations. If
nothing else, they wanted to make it clear that the country wasn't homogenous, that there were attempts to
put a stop to it. That didn't really work, either, really. "Notwithstanding all of their efforts and sacrifice, most
Germans still followed Hitler to the bitter end."

One of my earliest memories – and I wonder now how this has shaped my psyche – is of looking through the
railing of the upstairs hall into the living room where my father was watching a documentary about the
Holocaust, and seeing people being put into ovens. (It's a wonder that Hansel and Gretel doesn't send me
screaming into the night.) I remember my complete and utter shock when we finally got around to learning
something in history class - six million people were killed? But – how – surely not – six million?? And – wait
– what? The US turned away shipsful of refugees, sent them back to what was very likely their deaths?
Impossible. Not my country. Disillusionment, thy name is high school.

I've come a long way in terms of what I know since that day in tenth grade, but my heart hasn't changed
much. It seems like every time I read or watch anything on World War II I learn some new horrifying tidbit
I'd never heard of before. This book follows the pattern: "fifteen hundred [Polish] Jews, including women
and children, had been intentionally frozen to death while being transported in open trucks". That apparently
was not uncommon.

And, fortunately, there were those within WWII Germany to whom this was as unacceptable as it is to me,
here, now. There were those who … like an American electorate I could name … thought that the worst
couldn't possibly happen, that a megalomaniac fool could never get control of everything, who were baffled
and stunned by the megalomaniacal fool's victories … "The masses are ruled by idiotic indifference" is an
extraordinarily relevant quote. There were those within WWII Germany who were horrified at the atrocities
being committed daily – and there were those whose point of view was more along the lines of if this country
continues to allow, and to commit, such acts, when this war is over we will never be allowed to lift our heads
again.

Something that puzzles me – kind of random, entirely apart from "how did Trump Hitler gain power and
how did he keep it" (which was addressed by the author: "As a soldier, Stauffenberg could not vote, but even
a year before, in 1932, he preferred Hitler for president over Hindenburg. Just like many other German
conservatives, he believed that the new leader would moderate his views after taking power". Sound
familiar?) – is … whenever conspirators were caught and interrogated, I wonder why they didn't try throwing
someone like Goebbels or Himmler under the bus.

The through-line of the book, of course, is summed up by the title: the plots against Hitler. Whatever might
be said or conjectured about the characters or steadfastness of the plotters, there were certainly plots – and,
obviously, since he survived to take his own life, all of the plots failed. This could easily have swerved off
into something like the way I started this review – there must have been some supernatural thing or power
making each plot fail when, on paper, it should have succeeded.

The writing is solidly written, obviously well-researched and scholarly while still maintaining an almost
conversational tone at times. The main thing that made it hard to read was the obviously dreadful subject
matter; I had to take a break for a while. The even temporary triumph of evil is hard to stomach. But,
perhaps, there are lessons that can be taken from it. Even evil which seems to overcome all obstacles does
not last forever. And there are always people, even in amongst those at the heart of it, who see it for what it
is. And even if attempts to destroy it don't work, even if it oozes out from under all attempts to crush it, it
will implode.

There's always hope. Even when it really, really doesn't seem like it, there is hope.
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I hope.

The usual disclaimer: I received this book via Netgalley for review.

Kristi Thielen says

Danny Orbach’s book is a thought-provoking study in what might have been and why it wasn’t. In exploring
the conspiracy circles that promoted these attempts, Orbach uncovers facts that will unsettle those who see
the world in stark, unbending black and white terms.

Many of those who evolved into assassination supporters came to that belief after months, if not years of
supporting the Nazis, having arrived at what Orbach calls a “here, but no farther” moment. Circles of high-
ranking military officers labored courageously to carry off an assassination, while still enforcing the Fuhrer’s
horrific policies. Their rationale for remaining in uniform was that it provided them with the access to Hitler
that a feasible plot would require.

The author quotes letters written by both political and military leaders of note, who were outraged and
anguished by Hitler’s treatment of the Jews. Many of these letters were written long before the atrocities on
the Russian front, or Kristallnacht or even the Nuremburg Race Laws.

It simply wasn’t true that significant people didn’t know about what was taking place in Germany. And they
knew these acts would damn the German people “for centuries.”

Infighting, disagreements on strategy, pointlessly obsessive concerns about who would be in a post-Hitler
government, reliance on factors they couldn’t control, an inability to shift gears quickly when unexpected
obstacles occurred – all these doomed the plots against Hitler.

Georg Elser planted a bomb in a Munich beer hall in November of 1939, and this attempt also failed; a plot
of this kind relies heavily on luck. Ironically, though, the one assassin, one weapon and no fellow
conspirators plot might just be the most effective way to carry out an assassination.

Certainly we’ve seen it succeed time and again in the last 60 years. If only it – or something – had succeeded
against Hitler.

Melanie says

The topic is interesting but the actual writing and presentation was lacklustre. The author went into far too
much detail on the theory of revolutionary groups, which a. didn't interest me and b. felt really forced and
contrived. It just could have been so much better given the subject matter.

Tony says

THE PLOTS AGAINST HITLER. (2016). Danny Orbach. ****.
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First off, I never realized that there so many attempts to kill Hitler by members of his armed forces. The
attempt I knew about was the one named ‘Valkyrie.’ On a trip we made to Germany several years ago, we
were taken to a courtyard on Bendler Strasse in Berlin. We were told that this was the site where
Stauffenberg and three of his conspirators were shot on July 20, 1944, after their unsuccessful attempt on
Hitler’s life and their subsequent plans for a coup d’etat. I wish I had read this book beforehand and knew
more of the background of the conspirators and their efforts. As it was, most of what I knew about the
various attempts to kill off Hitler came from my readings in a variety of espionage novels. This work by
Orbach gathers all the information dealing with the attempts and the efforts leading up to them. What you
can conclude is that Hitler must have led a charmed life to have escaped all the efforts against him. Aside
from a bit of confusion about the various players, this work does an excellent job in laying out the various
attempts and providing the background for each. Recommended.

Chona says

Overall an ok book. Has a wealth of information about the various failed attempts to assassinate Hitler but it
has a bit of a textbook feel to it. Not the best in storytelling.

Themistocles says

Started reading this book with high expectations and indeed the beginning of the book seemed to answer
them. Starts off nicely giving a detailed -but staying essential- background and builds up towards the first
failed executions.

The biggest by far part of the book is about the Valkyrie operation; justifiably so, perhaps, but at the end the
book feels quite lopsided.

Not that it's not interesting to read. It doesn't feel, however, like it can muster strict historiography criteria of
objective analysis. For instance, at the foreword he chastises 'leftist' historians for a certain way of portrayal
of the conspirators, but he fails to promote (far less, prove) his opposing (?) view. Indeed, he seems to
reconfirm those 'leftist' views he disagrees with, time and again.

A very characteristic point of his one-sided analysis occurs when he accuses some historians about a view
they are taking (apologies, I don't remember exactly what it was about). He goes on to offer... zero proof to
disprove those views. However, since the accusation he made about those other historians was so sweeping,
possibly naive and hard to swallow that I felt the need to check the endnotes. I was quite surprised to see that
the single endnote was not a reference to the opposing view, but to a source agreeing with him. Instant (and
big) fail.

Another somewhat bemusing element is his network theory references. A handful of them throughout the
book, they all feel like Orbach read a single book (or even not all of it) on networking theory and felt the
need to show off his newly acquired knowledge, without any effort to fully embed it in his work.

Still the book had its nice moments, and lots of details on Valkyrie that are usually lost in other works and
help give a much more complete view than I had before.
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Robert Ronsson says

If all you know about the WW2 German anti-Nazi resistance is the film Valkyrie starring Tom Cruise and
you're interested in this period of history you'll find this book enlightening. It does a good job of explaining
how the July 1944 attempted assassination was only the culmination of a conspiracy that started as early as
1937.
The book is accessible in its language (insofar as it sticks to the story of the anti-Nazi resistance and doesn't
attempt a discourse on network theory) and has the characteristics of a novel in the way that the development
of the conspiracy and its final destruction follows a natural story arc.
Like another reviewer, Themistocles, I wasn't convinced by the author's attempts to analyse the structure of
the resistance movement by identifying various forms of network and expounding on their strengths or
weaknesses. This, to me, seemed to be shoe-horned into the book as a way of increasing its academic heft,
rather than being useful to the reader. The author addressed this topic as the story unfolded and, by adding a
chapter Networks of Resistance towards the end, he seemed to be giving undue weight to something that
perhaps should have remained an interesting detail.

Brian says

The Plots against Hitler takes a detailed look at the various attempts to end the Furher’s life and why they
failed. It follows not only the military (abwher) efforts but also some of the lone wolf attacks that ironically
were poised to be the most successful. In some cases it was sheer luck that Hitler escaped as many times as
he did. The book spends about half its time on the Valkyrie plot and the efforts of Beck and Stauffenberg.
The last two chapters are probably the best reason to buy this book. The first looks at the morality and
motives of the various plotters and ties together their sense of duty for Germany with a Christian morality
that led people like Stauffenberg and Bonhoeffer to act even if they were in different ways. The second
chapter covers the various ways the plotters organized themselves from lone wolf to cell to the spoke
approach practiced by Stauffenberg. There is a lot of detail here and it is covered well. Some of the plots I
had not heard of before especially with regard to the lone wolf attacks. This is a great summary if you are
interested in the attempts on Hitler’s life and the reasons why they took place. This book also covers some of
the efforts of various groups to get the Jew’s out of Germany and although small in number does take quite a
bit of storytelling in the book. Overall a great addition to the historiography on Nazi Germany.

Patrick says

A fair-minded assessment of the many plots that attempted to bring down the regime of Adolf Hitler. The
author also penned an interesting chapter on "morality" and what it meant to the various officers involved in
the plots against the dictator.


