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Reinhold Messner is recognized as one of the greatest mountaineers of al time. When he reached the 8511-
meter summit of Lhotse in Nepal, he became the first man to stand on all 14 of the world's 8000-meter
peaks-an unbelievable achievement and a sensation in mountaineering history. What motivated Messner to
be so dedicated in pursuit of hisgoal, despite unbelievabl e hardships, to keep confronting danger and death,
loneliness and self-doubt? What thoughts and feeling occupied him when faced with hisinner self and the
highest mountains of the world?

The answers to these questions can be found in this revealing memoir. Through engaging text and full-color
and black-and-white photos, readers will get a glimpse of the preparation, organization, and running of an
expedition, and share rare moments on the summits of the world's highest peaks. This updated edition also
includes Messner's comments on Jon Krakauer's Into Thin Air.

Ilustrated with 113 color and 76 black & white photos throughout.
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Timothy Miller says

What a great book. Heart pounding, gut wrenching adventures.

Fahrul Amama says

"I'm not proud of this collection, which | do not regard as such. I'm not proud of success, thought | have
sought it for along time. But | am proud to have survived..."

This book is a celebration of man's life who have begun the journey, through the horizontal and vertical
limit, reached all the roof of this planet, al the 14 peaks with eight-thousand meter or more height, and still
aive!

Ryan Pilius says

Messner mentions several times throughout the book how he "only wrote about his experiences as away to
fund his expeditions.” Thisis apparent. Despite being translated from German, this book iswritten in an odd
style. Messner chooses to describe some of the most harrowing ascentsin all of mountaineering with little
more than "On the 3rd day we went to the top in good weather." This book does contain alot of good
information and the pictures are truly phenomenal, | just didn't feel compelled to complete it despite being a
subject so dear to me.

Mark Rice says

Reinhold Messner is perhaps the most remarkable human being on the planet. Without supplemental oxygen
- and against the advice of physicians who feared that oxygen levels above 8,000 metres were insufficient for
human survival - Messner ventured into the realm known to climbers as 'the death zon€', trusting his own
instincts rather than the unproven opinions of doctors. He became the first man to summit all fourteen of the
world's highest mountains, the monolithic monsters that tower above 8,000 metres. Messner made several of
his ascents solo, travelling light and climbing in his favoured fast ‘alpine styl€'. He is a pure climber, the
antithesis of the wealthy businesspeople who pay Sherpas to drag them and their supplies up Himalayan and
Karakoran mountains. Reinhold Messner achieved his record-setting ascents under his own steam, which
makes them all the more impressive. This book is Messner's first-person account of hislegendary climbs. It
also includes awealth of climber's-eye photos that are nothing short of breathtaking.

Ben says

Good ole Reiny. An excellent "coffeetabl€" type of book with some fantastic photography, general history of
each of the peaks, and Messner's philosophical musings. He always makes me laugh unintentionally, but |
genuinely love his viewpoints towards climbing.
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Stela says

What he did: 5 - waw. Capable - and !!'lucky!! man ..
Reading entertainment factor: 3 - | guessit also wasn't meant to be an entertainment, more a very compact
description of how he climbed all 14 peaks ..

Eugene Miya says

What can you say about possibly the greatest Alpinist to have ever lived? That's he arrogant? That he went
against the old saw: Old climbers and bold climbers but no old, bold climbers?

In 1975 Mesnner and Peter Habeler climbed an 8 KM high peak in 3 days. 3 days. By a new technical route
no less of a peak which was climbed first by Americans taking a couple months by an easier route. OK, he
did acouple 8 KM peaks before that starting with Nanga Parbat (a mountain few English speakers have even
heard of) by the longest, tallest face on the Earth by somewhat traditional expedition means and Manasiu
most non-climbers have never heard of it either. These are men who did an Eiger original route in 10 hours
(a 17 hour ascent had happened decades earlier). And Messner soloed aice face in the Alps which took
people 2-3 daysin 8 hours.

So many people predicted Messner's demise, it got very boring. And the number 14 is twice the George
Miller magical number 7 plus or minus two (for people who study attention and cognition). Few people
could name all 14 peaks. So | think the average reader can be excused if they get alittle fatigued reading this
book. Messner climbed each of the 14 8 KM peaks in chapters whereas other climbers wrote entire books (to
help defray expedition cost) Messner descended and go to the next 8 KM peak (a couple, like Everest, he did
more than once), oh, and also he climbed all these peaks without the use of supplemental oxygen. How could
he really afford the expense of all this? Oh, he doesn't have to pay for supplemental. Sorry to say that along
the way he alienated his seemingly perfect partner in Peter Habeler as well as his beautiful wife.

Messner completely studied all available literature on these mountains. He does his homework. Y et he hasto
make editorial decisions on what to write. The maps are reasonably well done. The English language
trandation is OK. If you think hiswriting is clunky, blame his trandlator.

The English language edition which | acquired include tables and bar graphs on period up to publication
which has mildly interesting statistics of ascents of these peaks (and deaths) up to that time. The book is
more of aquick accounting (with photos of dead frozen climbers which the book was criticized for) of al
descents than an adventure narrative. Think of it as asurvey.

Mihai says

In 2015, | had the once-in-a-lifetime honor to meet Reinhold Messner in person, and also to attend one of his
lectures. Like many othersin the climbing world, I've looked up to Messner since the very first timel

learned about his accomplishments, which those of usin later generations have no hope of replicating - only
to look at them for inspiration. What struck me about Messner, and the thing | notice again and again
whether it's by being in the same room with him, watching avideo interview or reading a book like All 14

PDF File: All Fourteen 8,000ers... 4



Read and Download Ebook All Fourteen 8,000ers...

Eight-Thousanders, is that beyond being a supremely gifted climber, Messner was first and foremost a
dreamer. Nothing that he did could have happened without a vision and the desire to make it happen. Sure,
like all us, Messner was not flawless: at times proud, arrogant and in need of attention, Messner nevertheless
aways remained true to his core principles and to himself. Because of his complete dedication to preparing a
climb and training for it, he was able to come back alive from all his extreme adventures and, not only that,
far into histwilight years he continues to respond warmly to those seeking his wisdom.

The edition of this book that | read was published in 1988, only afew years after Messner ended his high-
altitude career. His entire life Messner has had to fend off attacks from those who didn't understand what he
was doing. The techniques, tools and philosophies we take for granted today are due in large part to him
breaking down one barrier after another in the 1970s and 80s. However, the disappointment and bitterness
from always having to prove himself not egotistical or irresponsible are pal pable throughout this account,
which features moving tributes from many mountaineering legends. Connecting everything is Messner's
narrative voice, which, if you happened to hear him speak, is pretty much stream of consciousness, yet never
imposing. Every time | read something by Messner | feel like | am there with him, reliving every climb. In
doing so, | absorb his hard-won lessons not just about what is possible with the human body, but also how
far the mind can carry each individual. To use one of Messner's most famous phrases, " murdering the
impossible" begins with staying true to oneself.

Greg Brozeit says

Mount Everest is often referred to as the “third pole.” After reading Reinhold Messner’ s accounts of
climbing every one of the 14 mountains in the world higher than 8,000 meters, | think the plura of “third
poles’ might be more appropriate. Messner was not the first to reach of the top of each mountain, but over
the period from 1970-1986 he was the first to climb each one without the use of supplemental oxygen, ropes
or securing rings and bolts. In “Alpine Style” he free climbed every wall with only the use of crampons and
pickaxes. He was also the first to climb three "8,000ers" in one season, climb two of the peaks on one tour,
and onein winter.

Over 16 years, Messner reached the peak of an 8,000er 18 times, of the 14 peaks, he accomplished four of
them twice. Eleven times he broke off the ascents before reaching the top. The fact that he stuck with it is
more astounding considering that his first two expeditions were also the most tragic. On hisfirst, an ascent of
Nanga Parbat in northern Pakistan, his brother Gunther died on the descent. On his second, Manaslu in
Nepal, two of his companions died after they became separated and tried to help others. Each of these
experiences caused Messner to reassess his outlook. His future expeditions would be lean, relying on either
single ascents or with one or two companions.

Messner traveled light, quickly and with zeal ous attention to detail. He was a pioneer not only in proving that
humans could climb about 8,000 meters without supplemental oxygen, but also by often choosing the most
difficult routes. Messner was the also among the first of the “entrepreneurial” climbers who financed
expeditions through sponsorships with rights for films, books, and equipment, atarget for many of his
detractors.
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The stories behind every successful ascent incredible, humbling adventures that demonstrate what people are
capable of accomplishing. Although difficult to convey, one gets a sense of fears that can drive men to reach
seemingly impossible goals. One learns about living as a partner with death, not living in fear of it. We see a
man who is humble with prideful ambition, but never seemsto let it lead him to foolhardy choices. We also
see the end of an age, before great mountains became playgrounds for the privileged rich to hire teamsto
clear the way for them as they destroyed and littered the sanctity of the most holy, natural placesin the
world. This, together with the astounding photographs, makes a great story that deserves more exposure than
just to those interested in the beauty and splendor of many amazing mountains and places that are
inaccessible to most of us.

Josh says

To date, I'veread Viesturs, Herzog & now Messner. The three, | hold in high regard as mountaineers and
adventurers - though the three are incredibly different. Each has a unique writing style and a different voice
in thetelling of their exploits. Of course, Messner is read only through trandation - and thereisa certain art
to trandlating that may not capture the original perfectly.

That said, | enjoyed theindividual accounts of each of the 14 peaks as each read as a story in and of itself.
However, at times, | had a hard time differentiating between expeditions, as Messner regularly had to make
multiple attempts on individual peaks - and all expeditions were in part discussed under each mountain's
chapter.

| admire his dedication to attempting difficult routes during the various seasons and attempting faster, apine-
style "assaults" as opposed to the previous norm of massive militaristic campaigns. However, Messner
contradicts himself afew times by saying that individuals must place all of their own pro and ropes and
break their own trails, then turns around and mentions using previously established ropes and
(unapologetically) riding on the backs of an Everest expedition on hisway up Lhotse - I'll not criticize this
approach that is standard practice, but was disappointed in how cavalier he was about it, given all of his high
talk on the importance of doing everything for yourself to build a proper relationship with the mountain and
build an understanding of its unique personality.

Throughout the book, | did feel that he changed with experience - the more he climbed, the more he talked
about caution, risk analysis and less about "survival instinct / ability" (which often came across as a sort of
bravado about just coming though after taking risks that many other climbers likelywould have seen as
unacceptable). He did seem to become more cautious with age / experience in the high Himalaya.

The closing of the book was particularly fascinating as it went into some depth on the issues with alpine
fever and the commercialization / commoditizing of the 8,000ers and the manifold issues associated with
having so many amateurs, that shouldn't be on the mountainsin the first place, up there in such vast numbers.

In sum - it was afascinating and real account from one of high-atitude climbing's most highly regarded
adventurers.
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David Douglas says

Not the best read, but awell illustrated book.

Katty says
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James Christensen says

Did not finish reading it because (a) lack of time & (b) heis so caught up in himself, comparing his
accomplishments to others, and defending his offences to others.

Heisavery accomplished climber and | will eventually read it for the sheer fascination of the climbs, but |
don't like him as a person.
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