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A tale of heroism and adventure-a memoir about Sergeant Darrell " Shifty" Powers, a highly respected
Band of Brotherssoldier.

When he was a boy growing up in the remote mining town of Clinchco, Virginia, Shifty Powers's goal was
to become the best rifle shot he could be. His father trained him to listen to the woods, to "see" without his
eyes. Little did Shifty know his finely-tuned skills would one day save hislife-and the lives of many of his
friends.

Shifty's War isatale of asoldier's blood-filled days fighting his way from the shores of France to the
heartland of Germany, and the epic story of how one man's abilities as a sharpshooter, along with an
engagingly unassuming personality, propelled him to alife greater than he could have ever imagined.
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Mitzi says

With my mother being born in Clinchco, VA | had to read this biography of Shifty Powers. It was well
written and | related to the book perhaps because | was born in the mountains of this small town. A true story
of life, war, love of family, love of home, love of friendship.

Gail Hedlund says

| really enjoyed this book. I've read nearly all the books on Easy Company. This one was refreshing in the
way it wastold, | felt like | was visiting with Shifty on his beloved porch in Clinchco, VA. It was like talking
to agrandpa or a great-uncle, very sincere & heart-felt.

Pei-jean Lu says

When | think of Darrell * Shifty’ Powers of Easy Company my mind always returns to his words about how if
the circumstances had been different he and the German soldiers may have been good friends and how
looking back on histime in WWII has changed his perspective.

He was one of the many young men whose life was shaped by not only the social and economic turmoil of
The Great Depression, but also would upended by America' s entry into WWII after the attack on Pearl
Harbor.

L ouis Barbier says

Shifty’s War by Marcus Brotherton is a great book about a man of character, determination, integrity who
served in Easy Company of the 506th PIR - 101st Airborne (The Screaming Eagles). The man a quiet man
was Sgt Darrell "Shifty" Powers, the legendary sharpshooter from the Band of Brothers. Shifty has described
himself as amountain man and hillbilly. He never aspired for greatness as the world definesit but in his own
quiet way he was a capable leader who lead twelve other men and got the job done. An amazing quality is he
was very religious and his family too. But he never forced his Christian ways on others. He did talk to God
amost every day through prayer or just humble conversation with God. | find that many unknown people
who have reach great heights and are often unrecognized have a great faith in God. This book will give you
an insight on the greatest generation of men and women who left their homes, farms, schools, jobs after
December 7th, 1941 to servein the US Army, US Navy, Marines and Army Air Corpsto liberate and protect
those who could not. Most of them volunteered and had no idea what they were getting into when they took
the Oath of Enlistment. In this book you will take a journey with some of the bravest men you will ever
meet. They are all heroes. The book in its dedication page states: "Dedicated to the 98 young men from
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Dickenson County, Virginia, who fought in World War Il and never came Home." | really enjoyed the book
because my uncle Ignace on D-Day June 6th, 1944 made the landings on Omaha Beach. He was with a Tank
Destroyer unit that took on the Heavy armored Germany Tiger tanks in battle. We had the American
Sherman Tank that was lighter and more maneuverable. My uncle Ignace never talked about that or the
horror he had seen and when he returned; he was a different. Of course, we could still talk about good books
we had read and working around the homestead in Louisiana. So, this book "Shifty's War" shows what the
greatest generation that went to war faced and accomplished. It is a book about an exceptiona soldier an
honorable man who had learned to shoot in the woods as a kid with his Dad. He got very good at it and had a
sixth sense about what was happening without completely seeing it but actual hearing or sensing that
something was out of place. So, you might say he had a keen sense of the situation and acted without
hesitation. But the story is more than that it also tells of an honest man who after the war became an
outstanding family man. Thisis amust-read book. | salute all the brave men of Easy Company (The Band of
Brothers); those who returned and those who never came home. May God bless them all.

Brooks says

If you are afan of the band of brothers series you must read this book.

Hannah says

Boy, was | ready to bawl when | finished this book! | do not know what it is about Easy Company that | love
so much, but | cry just about every time | finish abook about one of the members or the whole company.

| was alittle wary, because after | got thisbook | found out it wasn't actually written by Shifty, but by
Marcus Brotherton, in Shifty's voice. I'm always cautious about books like this, and can you blame me?

After thefirst few chapters though, | began to relax and realize that thisis probably what Shifty would have
written. It was written near perfectly to sound just like Shifty. The author wrote this with the utmost respect,
I know. He would never have put words into Shifty's mouth that he didn't feel would come from Shifty's
heart. | mean, Shifty's son came to Marcus Brotherton and asked him to write a book about his beloved dad,
0 if he can trust him, | think we can.

And because of the superb job the author did, | had to remind myself that thisis an authorized biography.
Shifty didn't actually write it, and | think that's okay. The author took extreme pains to write this book,
reading many books by others to find out more about Shifty, listening to interviews of Shifty, talking to Peter
Y oungblood Hills (who played Shifty in the miniseries), taking things Shifty told him during the writing of
the book "We Who Are Alive and Remain” (an excellent read, and one of my favorites on Easy Company).

Shifty had such asimple way of living life. Money never really mattered to him. What mattered was the
simple things; the most important things. | want to achieve that kind of mindset about life. Here's a quote
from the book "We Who Are Alive and Remain:"

"Throughout my lifetime, I've never given athought to having piles of money or being rich or doing
anything like that. Now, | worked hard, and if | wanted something, | liked being able to afford it. But to me,
success is those happy times with my family, being able to go fishing and hunting, and just getting out in the
woods and enjoying yourself, looking at trees, watching water go across rocks in atrout stream, things like
that. That's aways what really mattered to me. My life has been good. All the way back, I've always enjoyed
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it."

That, that right there, shows me what kind of man Shifty Powers was. Y ou don't meet too many people like
him anymore.

I'll close this with what the author closed the book with, an email written by a man named Mark Pfeifer. It's
kind of long, but | suggest you read it; it's so true and so moving.

"We're hearing alot today about big splashy memorial services.
| want a nationwide memoria service for Darrell "Shifty" Powers.

Shifty volunteered for the airborne in WWII and served with Easy Company of the 506th Parachute Infantry
Regiment, part of the 101st Airborne Infantry. If you've seen Band of Brothers on HBO or the History
Channel, you know Shifty. His character appearsin all 10 episodes, and Shifty himself isinterviewed in
severa of them.

I met Shifty in the Philadelphia airport several years ago. | didn't know who he was at thetime. | just saw an
elderly gentleman having trouble reading his ticket. | offered to help, assured him that he was at the right
gate, and noticed the " Screaming Eagle," the symbol of the 101st Airborne, on his hat.

Making conversation, | asked him if he'd been in the 101st Airborne or if his son was serving. He said
quietly that he had been in the 101st. | thanked him for his service, then asked him when he served, and how
many jumps he made.

Quietly and humbly, he said "Well, | guess | signed up in 1941 or so, and was in until sometimein 1945. ..
" at which point my heart skipped.

At that point, again, very humbly, he said "I made the 5 training jumps at Toccoa, and then jumped into
Normandy . . . . do you know where Normandy is?" At this point my heart stopped.

| told him yes, | know exactly where Normandy was, and | know what D-Day was. At that point he said "
also made a second jump into Holland, into Arnhem.” | was standing with agenuine war hero . . . . and then |
realized that it was June, just after the anniversary of D-Day.

| asked Shifty if he was on hisway back from France, and he said "Y es. And it's real sad because these days
so few of the guys are left, and those that are, lots of them can't make the trip." My heart was in my throat
and | didn't know what to say.

I helped Shifty get onto the plane and then realized he was back in Coach, while | wasin First Class. | sent
the flight attendant back to get him and said that | wanted to switch seats. When Shifty came forward, | got
up out of the seat and told him | wanted him to have it, that 1'd take hisin coach.

He said "No, son, you enjoy that seat. Just knowing that there are still some who remember what we did and
still careis enough to make an old man very happy." His eyeswerefilling up as he said it. And mine are
brimming up now as | writethis.

Shifty died on June 17 after fighting cancer.
There was no parade.

No big event in Staples Center.
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No wall to wall back to back 24x7 news coverage.
No weeping fans on television.
And that's not right.

Let's give Shifty his own Memoria Service, online, in our own quiet way. Please forward this email to
everyone you know. Especialy to the veterans.

Rest in peace, Shifty.

m

'A nation without heroes is nothing.

Scott Jenkins says

The book was great. It gives redlistic view of the triumphs and tribul ations of a man gone to war and the
people who went with him. The war for him was over, he went home to live and start alife outside the
military and the struggle to live alife after war.

Charlie says

Shifty was with Easy Company - '‘Band of Brothers.' Thiswill give you an idearight off the bat on how this
book goes. The author, Marcus, does a pretty good job in putting this story together. Marcus never met face
to face with Darrell " Shifty" Powers. He did have some phone interviews with him. Most of the story comes
from his 'buddies, hometown friends and his family.

The story isworth the read. | enjoyed it because | felt he was Telling his own story. His story istold in the
trenches.

Doug Dams says

An easy book to read. The author made it feel like you were talking to Shifty Powers and listening to his
stories. The viewpoint of Shifty differed a bit from the Band of Brothers mini-seriesin that he discussed how
the "Bad" memories from his time overseas affected him, even during the war especially at Bastogne. From
this you can understand why many WWII vets don't talk about their life in combat. And it was niceto learn
how Shifty affected people after the war, helping out in his home town coaching baseball and basketball. He
affected anumber of lives. If you have any interest in WWII or know a WWII vet, this book is definitely
worth your time to read.

Brook says

Shifty wasin 3rd platoon, which is mentioned |ess than other platoons. He is a sharp shooter in Easy
Company, and one of the few who miraculously didn’t get hurt during wartime. That’s we learned from
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Band of Brothers book or TV series. Band of Brothers book tells a general story of Easy Company, while
here we focus on Shifty Powers. Written in first person, this book covers amost the entire life of Shifty
Powers, ranging from childhood to elderly life. Here we can find why Shifty is good at shooting, how he
became enlisted, how he fought in the war, how he lived a peaceful life after the war, and how he finally
found himself popular after Band of Brothers became famous all over the world. Maybe it is controversial to
see Shifty’ s biography, finished after he passed away, iswritten in first person. But the author did
successfully portrait Shifty’ s life, especially postwar life. Through this book we could easily imagine a
former paratrooper and sharp shooter standing in front of us.

Stan Skrabut says

If you have watched the Band of Brothers series, you may remember Sergeant Darrell “ Shifty” Powers, the
marksman of Easy Company. He was seen in all ten episodes because he was one of the original Toccoa men
who was never wounded in combat. If you heard him speak on the series, you will appreciate Shifty's War:
The Authorized Biography of Sergeant Darrell " Shifty" Powers, the Legendary Sharpshooter from the Band
of Brothers because you can actually hear him talking as you read his words. Read more

Clive phillips says

A great read

Thisisthe story of an uncomplicated man thrown into the turmoil of WWII but he takesit all in his stride.
It'simpossible to dislike him in any way. The writer takes you there right to the end. Sadly men such as
shifty seem thin on the ground these days. Highly recommended.

Todd Schwartz says

Excellent book. It wasif | was sitting down talking with Shifty. Having watched Band of Brothers numerous
times and seen Shifty speak, Marcus Brotherton brought him to life in this book. If you are afan of Easy
Company or amilitary history buff like me, once you start reading it will be hard to put the book down.

Jon Swart says

Thisisthe story of Shifty Powers, who was a member of "the Band of Brothers'. If you haven't read the
book, and only have seen the mini-series, he was the sharpshooter of Easy Company. This book isreally
interesting in that it gives a single perspective on the events chronicled in both Ambrose's book and the mini-
series but also gives the before and after the war life of Shifty. The author takes a bit of atwist in that he
writesit asif Shifty iswriting the book, which | thought was a brilliant approach. | really loved the book.
What a great person Shifty was, leaving his rural home to do something bigger for his country, and then
returning home to do good things for bis family and hometown. | seem to love everything that has to do with
this group of paratroopers, but I think this may have been my favorite read yet.
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Shannon says

Marcus Brotherton tells the story of Shifty Power's life through Shifty's own words. While a biography, this
work has amemoir feel. Brotherton uses the first person to tell Shifty's story, letting his unigque style and
manner of speaking convey hislife story better than any way Brotherton himself could manage. While
reading the book, you feel like you're sitting down and listening to story. Shifty's voice comes through
crystal clear off the page.

Brotherton follows Shifty from his childhood, through his time in Easy Company, after the war and through
his death. Through it all, you get a strong sense of the subject and a deep respect for this humble man.
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