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The year is 1908. Seventeen-year-old Rosalind Wallace' s blissful stay in England with her best friend,
Cecily de Vere, has come to an abrupt end, which is fine with Rosalind. She was getting tired of being high
society Cecily’s American “pet.” Her industriaist father is unveiling his fabulous new Transatlantic Express,
the world’ s first underwater railway. As a publicity stunt he has booked her on the maiden voyage—without
asking. Rosalind is furious. But lucky for her, Cecily and her handsome older brother, Charles, volunteer to
accompany her home.

Fun turns to worry when Charles disappears during boarding. Then, deep under the sea, Cecily and her
housemaid, Doris, are found stabbed to death in their state room. Rosalind is now trapped on Father’s
train—fighting to clear herself of her friend’s murder, to find the killer, and ultimately to uncover the sinister
truth behind the railway’ s construction.
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Tommy Roche says

What if you were onboard the first ever underwater train, and there was a murderer on board? The year is
1908, and one American entrepreneur has disrupted the scene with a new fantastical machine: A train that
can can the Atlantic. The entrepreneur sent his one daughter, Rosalind, to survey this trip, but her time
becomes an adventure of love and lies she would never forget. But while on her adventure, the excitement
cameto agrinding halt: Her closest friend, Cecily, was murdered by another passenger. Everyone seemed to
be against her, but Rosalind was determined to unravel the conspiracy. My original idea about this book
before reading this was that it was “like Murder on the Orient Express, but underwater. What more could you
ask for?’. While both Murder on the Orient Express and The Transatlantic Conspiracy share elements and
certainly have the right to be compared as such, the latter is significantly worse and has a drastically different
quality to itswriting, plot, atmosphere, etc. And while my disappointment is certainly present in the score,
this book is overall a mediocre and misleading due to the novel’ s poor plot and pacing, mediocre characters,
and amisleading setting.

First, the misleading elements of this book. No, it is not a steampunk fantasy adventure. No, it isnot a
character-filled murder mystery with plot turns and red herrings at every moment. And no, that giant squid-
octopus thing in front cover, the one that got me excited to read, it never shows up! NOT ONCE. In fact, the
author, who is actually mainly known for writing steampunk and fantasy, barely ever mentions or uses the
fact that the train is underwater during the trip.. While the author did insert asmall and high quality amount
of description in the setting, it does not make up for the lack of proper fantasy in what was supposed to be a
steampunk adventure. Y ou’ d think that an author with such a background would be able to insert at least a
diver of fun fantasy elementsin amurder mystery taking place in the first ever underwater train, but sadly,
thisis not the case.

The plot takes no time to start being slow. Letsjust say it takes roughly a quarter of the book for them to get
on the train, and half the book for someone to get murdered. The last 40 pages are reserved for the second
murder to occur. However, these last 40 pages are quick, action packed, and overall enjoyable. This
inconsistent pacing is an immense problem for what could have been a great book.

Characters are generic, with the main character being a“radical” suffragist, and her noble friends are all
imperialists and are subordinate to the palitics of Europe. Whilethisisdull, | did like that they focused more
on the clear ending of imperialism than just talking about noble to peasant relationships, like many in this
genre do. The plot, characters, and pacing are all mediocre or poor, and my score shows that.

From most respects, The Transatlantic Conspiracy islost potential. What could’ ve been afun steampunk
adventure-murder mystery was instead a muddled historical fiction that fails to satisfy. Poor pacing ruins the
murder mystery aspectsit contains, the poor plot is reflected on the odd lack of quality in the setting, and the
characters are somewhat dull This book could have been solid if G.D. Falksen actually introduced steampunk
elements and improved the pacing, but instead we get alow-quality historical mystery with little enjoyment
involved.

Noella Handley says

3.5 stars

Thiswas afun book with acool concept. | enjoyed that it was a murder mystery. While | love shorter novels,
this should have been a hundred more pages long with the second half getting more attention. The climax felt
very rushed. Some of the characters deserved better development - especially Cecily. Really liked Rosalind
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and Alix. Overall fun and enjoyable.

Kat Heckenbach says

This book started off as a contradiction for me, and continued as such through the whole thing. The voiceis
middle grade, but the characters are al older teens, which makesthisa'Y A novel. The main character isa
feminist who values education and abhors class division, yet is best friends with a fluff-headed girl who
exemplifies all Rosalind despises. The majority of the book is spent with the characters discussing the
importance of propriety, while behaving improperly a good amount of the time. Rosalind waffles back and
forth between using her respected family name and trying to hide it. Secrets were kept when they should
have been revea ed, and reveal ed when they should have been kept. The book is a murder mystery, but the
murder doesn't happen until after the midpoint of the story, and it feels swept under the rug for a good chunk
of the rest of the book. The description of the train itself was wonderful, and the setting quite alive, but the
characters themselves were flat and impersonal. In the end, | liked not a single one of them, including
Rosalind. And finally, while the first 90% of the book crawled at a snail's pace, the last 10% flew by in ablur
of crosses and double crosses and face-offs. All in al, thisjust didn't connect for me.

My Website

Find me on Facebook
My YA fantasy series:
book 1

book 2

Talk Supe says

Oh man, this could've been an awesome steampunk adventure. A transcontinental train, Germany to
America, that could travel underwater, fearless, flurry, stylish, modern debutantes, a murderer mystery, all
great elements to the story. Plusthisis so plainly written, no confounding talks of science and engineering,
that its easy to get through.

There's alack of precedence, inconcistencies, and character depth.

Miriam says

Thereis not asingle giant squid in the whole damn book. What a gyp.
Aside from the underwater train there isn't even any fantastic or sci-fi element -- its just aweak historical
mystery with underdevel oped characters. Very disappointing.

Andrew says

| had under the impression that G.D. Falksen's “ The Transatlantic Conspiracy” fell under the category of
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Steampunk. After reading it — actually, early into it — | realized it was more like historical science fiction
(think H.G. Wells or Jules Vernefor style). Thetale was set in 1908, and other than the main concept of an
underwater transatlantic train (with afew underwater stations), it could simply be a pre-World War |
historical novel.

OK — so we cannot blame marketing of the product on the author, at least not for awork produced from one
of the “traditional” publishing houses. However, the actual contents of the book fall upon the writer's
shoulders. Take the supporting character of Cecily — it was never clear to me just WHY our main character
Rosalind actually hung out with her! She spent alot of time talking about her annoying habits and
Continental (vs. American) attitudes towards class and caste. Look at the plot device of Cecily and her
brother arranging last minute transport on theinitial voyage of the transatlantic train — how, if this trip was so
in-demand did they manage to secure first class accommodations at the last minute? And, just how did
Rosalind manage to make it to her 18th birthday, given how trusting she is of everyone who makes her
acquaintance??

| thought | would love this book, based on its description. Asit turned out, | liked it —but only barely.
RATING: 3 stars.
DISCLOSURE: | was awarded afree copy of this book in arandom draw. No requirement of areview was

made, let alone any conditions on the tone / content of areview, however, it was hinted that winners who
write and post HONEST reviews have a better chance of being selected to receive future books.

Ryan says

One of the most well known mysteries of all time is The Murder on the Orient Express. A who-done-it that
takes place on atrain. Mr Falksen takes on that topic in his new teen novel. This book takes a classic case of
murder and gives it a steampunk twist. For they do not travel on an ordinary train, but rather one that
connects Germany to America on underwater tracks. The scientist in me wants to know how many of the
thingsin this book can happen, but for the sake of enjoyment, suspend your scientific thought. Rose is the
creator's daughter, and is being sent on the inarguable journey as a symbol to everyone, that thisnew trainis
safe. That is until people start dying. The mystery part is okay, but very slow. The reader spends 75% of the
book on the build up to the end, and then the end passes way too quickly. No enough dead people and not
enough information on the purpose of their death. That iswhy I'm pretty sure that there will be a sequel.

Overall, not a bad read. One annoying thing. | love the book cover. However the interior pictures are too
cartoonish and do not look like they were done by the cover illustrator. | think that for the age this book is
geared towards, the pics can be left out of the paperback edition, and all future editions.

Online Eccentric Librarian says

More reviews (and no fluff) on the blog http://surrealtal vi.wor dpress.comy

Somewhere in the translation of the concept into the story, an important spark ended up being lost. For
although this is by no means aterrible book, it never really coalesced into a solid tale. Part steampunk, part
historical, part murder mystery, it both was overwritten and underwritten in the wrong areas. Most
problematic, though, is that the story was inert for about 3/4 of the book before finally picking up near the
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end.

Story: American Rosalind is a parvenu - American new money in aLondon still holding on to old titles.
Along with her aristocratic friend Cecily, she boards her father's latest triumph on its maiden voyage - the
Transatlantic Express - an underwater train between Germany and the US. As she makes new friends, itis
soon obvious that the shifting politics of Europe will greatly affect whether the train - and its passengers -
reach US shores safely.

The steampunk here is wondrous and fantastical - exactly what we would want in this genre. But the
characters are simpligtic, flat, and yes, somewhat cliche'd. Even for amiddle grade read, they lack the
complexity to keep readers intrigued. And nothing of import truly happens until our heroine *finaly* boards
the train after endless small talk, parties, and comparing of dresses and reticules. | read alot of historical
fiction and even | was bored by it al - it was just a pedantic examination of gilded age life, complete with
suffragette sermonizing.

The friendship between the characters was odd throughout. The reactions of Rosalind and Cecily to each
other's actions changed constantly - Rosalind arrogantly dismissing her aristocratic friends for arrogantly
dismissing her. Her reactions lacked genuineness and made her look simple. | would have put her age at 12
rather than the older teen and often | kept feeling that this was a man writing about women as a man perhaps
sees them - inconsistent and inconstant.

Because the characters and story were so underdevel oped, when the action finally happens, it isvery
ineffective. We should fedl for these characters' deaths (and so should Rosalind) but that just doesn't happen.
Certainly, we weren't given much reason to care for them.

The end of the book was supposed to be awhirlwind of betrayals and twists. But they took so long coming
and some were so suddenly introduced that it took away any emotion or impetus. It's difficult to explain but
the only things really explored in this novel are the set pieces - and | didn't want to read a Steampunk novel
about a great underwater train station. | wanted to follow the people IN that great underwater train station.

There are chapter header illustrations but alot of it is schematics for random electrical parts. There are some
sketches of scenes from the book but | only saw rough versions, so | can't attest to how those will look.

In all, thisfelt like a missed opportunity. A great fantastical steampunk world - and an attempt to throw some
characters and a mystery within it. | ended disappointed despite the great premise. Reviewed from an
advance reader copy provided by the publisher.

Rachel says

Thisisafantastic, page-turning read. It istargeted at a young adult audience (12 and up), and | can say that
the character development and intricacy of plot are appropriate for that age range. The story is fast-paced,
and the mystery more complicated than | suspected as | was reading. Even as an adult reader, | loved this
book. The story isjust agood historical murder mystery, and the fact that it takes place on an underwater
train progressing under the Atlantic lends alocked-room quality to it.

There is nothing too deep or mature for early teen readers, and not so much history that it subtracts from
what is simply agreat story, but thereisalot that you can seein it as an adult reader that could be good
discussion starters for teaching teens about the pre-World War time period. It's agood picture of class
differences at that time - how servants and Old Money and New Money interact. There are also some
underlying political and economical issuesin the story that point toward the onset of World War I.
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The ending and revelations about the characters ook like a good set up for afantastic series. | think the
revelations and motivations hint at some weighty issues about social and political ideas and the lengths that
people will go to to promote their cause. There are no labels given to anyone's system of social beliefsin the
book, and those are far from being the focus of the book, but again, adult readers will see hints at characters
with communist leanings or democratic leanings, etc. Toward the end of the story, the reader is presented
with the concept that joining forces with a potential enemy against a more immediate common enemy may
be the best means to resolve an immediate problem.

Overal, apage-turning read for any lovers of historical fiction. | would recommend it as a quick read for
adult fans, and a great read for teens with some really good educational points that can be gleaned as well.

J says

Note: ARC received via Amazon Vine in exchange for review.

The only conspiracy about The Transatlantic Conspiracy is how thiswas sent to print in its current state. The
first half of the book is overly preoccupied with creating character and inane conversation (for which we're
told there's a point very curtly in the second half). The charactersfeel like sketches along with a plot that
feels overly familiar. This seems to be marketed as a young adult steampunk romp but reads more like a
juvenile murder mystery in which the mystery isn't al that important so much as moving the charactersinto
place for the next outing. Really, it feels too much like an early draft of an ideathat, for whatever reason, is
about to become a trilogy when thisfirst book is so bare bones that it should have just been developed into
the whole story in thefirst place. | can't in good conscience recommend The Transatlantic Conspiracy. It
lacks conspiracy and intrigue and, well, good writing.

Vv poor e says

Oh, | do love astory about bad girls and The Transatlantic Conspiracy is quintessential. Rosalind’s own
words best define her when she explains to Alix, “I drive motorcars and I’ m a suffragist, so my reputation is
aready abit uncertain.” Their mutua friend Cecily not only tinkers with clocks, but has been known to write
“strongly worded letters’ to express her displeasure or disappointment. Embarking on the maiden voyage of
the underwater railway, Alix is quick to confirm that her traveling companions both know “how to give a
swift quick and a good stab” (with a hatpin).

Perhaps | should mention that this steampunk story begins on May 25, 1908. My first book from this
fantastical, science-fiction subgenre complete with advanced machines and modern technology. It did not

disappoint.

Rosalind is quite accustomed to traveling alone, despite being female and seventeen years old. She has every
confidence in her father’s perpetually advancing railways, whether it be traveling above water on an
impossibly long bridge or seven days underneath, riding atrain through the ocean from Germany to New

Y ork. She may not cherish her reluctant role as a* pawn in her father’ s advertising campaign”, but she has
never felt afraid. Until now.

From the beginning, with Cecily and sibling Charles unexpectedly announcing plans to accompany Rosalind
to America, to feeling inexplicably unnerved at the station, Rosalind is overcome with unease as she boards.
A strange skepticism settles; people seem to smile around secrets tucked safely away. Charles disappears.
Two passengers are murdered. It is only the second day.
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Fully engaging with twists and turns, sneaky surprises, loyal friendships and levity; The Transatlantic
Conspiracy was afascinating foray into steampunk.

This review was written for Buried Under Books by jv poore.

Sanjna Gauba says

***gpoiler alart*** Have you ever been stuck in a place with a murderer? The transatlantic conspiracy by
G.D Faksen isamurder mystery where the main character, Rosalind Wallace, cannot trust anyone, including
her closest friends or even her father. The events of this story take place during the 20th century in London
where the first underground train was ever built. The novel explores the themes of betrayal, friendship, trust,
and imperialism. The Transatlantic Conspiracy shows how one girl uncovers the secret about her friends and
family which will change her life forever.

Rosalind Wallace' s vacation with her best friend Cecily is over when her father, an industrialist who made
thefirst Transatlantic Express, calls her home. Luckily, Cecily and her brother, Charles, decide to
accompany Rose. Rose meets Cecily’ s school friend, Alix, and they all start spending time together.
However, when Cecily is murdered, Rose and Alix could not stop grieving and know the murderer is still on
the train. Now, Rose is suspicious that Alix could be the murderer. Will Rose survive on thistrain?

G.D Falken’s“The Transatlantic Conspiracy” is an easy read. The book is afast-paced whodunit and is
written in colloquial language. | enjoyed the book as the story evokes suspense and is a page turner. The
author keeps the novel from becoming boring by making the murder plot very mysterious. The story starts
slow and is a bit boring, but becomes interesting as the novel progresses. The novel does not only contain
villains but also introduces fun characters and romance to keep the readers entertained.

I will recommend this book to my friends and family as a short, fun read. Throughout the book, G.D Falksen
covers the topics of friendship and loss. Readers learn how to be careful about who they should trust. | highly
recommend reading this book to all young adults asit will keep you guessing about the identity of the
murderer. | would not recommend this book to adult readers as the language is quite simple and it might be
easier for them to guess the plot.

The Transatlantic Conspiracy is a captivating story with beautifully sculpted characters. Rosalind is the
daughter of an inventor who has designed an underwater train and insists Rosalind take it for itsfirst journey.
Trouble is afoot from the beginning when her friend's brother vanishes before they board. A shocking
murder will change the course of Rosalind'slife, raising many questions that remain unanswered. This book
will have readers clinging to every word, hoping to help solve the mystery.
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Kelly Spoer says

Super quick read, mostly because | couldn't put it down. It's amazing in all senses of the word. I'm super
excited to see what comes next.

Super fun for fans of steampunk-ish things, as well as strong female leads.

M elissa says

The cover isthe best part with the idea of an underwater train avery close second. There are alot of flaws
with the story and characters which is mentioned in many of the other reviews. | think marketing thisas a
young adult book is a reach and would recommend it to older children instead of teens.

Clare says

To meit seems that this book tried to do too many things that it ended up doing none of them successfully. It
tried to be a murder mystery, but the plot didn't really get going until half way through the book and was
ultimately underdevel oped. It tried to be a sci-fi adventure alittle bit, but the only real eelement of that was
thetrain. It tried to incorporate spies and espionage in the last 20 or so pages, and to be sort of historical
fiction with mention of political and social concepts and issues ofthe time. One positive thing was the setting,
he painted a pretty decent picture supplemented by illustrations which was kind of cool. Another issuei had
was with tone, his vocabulary choices and the way it was written didn't really seem appropriate for the era, or
for ayoung woman, that one might have just been me though.
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