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It was an odd doll, carved out of wood, with stubby legs but long arms and huge hands. So little Sarah named
it Mr. Hands. She loved that doll. . . until the day she was murdered. Now her mother, Lucy, has discovered
something amazing about her daughter's doll - it allows her to control another Mr. Hands. But this oneis no
doll. He'saliving, terrifying being with horrendous power.

Mr. Hands's deadly power is at Lucy's command. He will do whatever she tellshim - even kill. To Lucy this
isarare opportunity, achance to see that justice is done. Her justice. She decides who will live and who will
suffer a horrible death, and Mr. Hands carries out the sentence without mercy. But once Mr. Hands is
unleashed, will anyone be able to stop him?
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L eah says

Rating: 4 of 5

Mr. Hands was my first experience with Braunbeck, and | wasn't disappointed. My favorite aspect was the
old-fashioned feel of a mysterious stranger spinnin' hisyarn around afire (or, in this case, a bar) whilst the
"normal" folks listen and figure out whether he's dangerous, in trouble, or just full of it. The nove's structure
was integral to its success; had the story been told in alinear style, I'm not sure it would've been quite as
exciting or suspenseful. While neither the premise nor the delivery were original, | enjoyed both very much
and never thought, "I've heard this one before." When | arrived at page 269, | didn't want the story to end.

More than entertainment, this one will make you think if you let it.

One aspect that may disturb some readers:. the entire story involved the pain and suffering of children at the
hands of their parents or other adults. So there's graphic violence, but most was implied.

Note: | have not yet read the novella, "Kiss of the Mudman," included in this edition.

Maicie says

This book ends with one of my favorite quotes: "Whoever fights monsters, should seeto it that in the process
he does not become a monster."

Dolls are creepy little things, aren't they? Neither one of my kids played with dolls. They were scared of
them. And it wasn't just because | told them that dolls cometo life at night when their tiny little owners are

sleeping.

Mr. Hands is carved out of wood, with stubs for legs and really, really long arms with claws for fingers. Who
wouldn't want that under the tree come Christmas morning? Anyway, Sarah loved that doll and it was one of
the few things left behind by her murderer. Lucy, Sarah's mom, keeps the doll and discovers sheis ableto
'set things right' by manipulating the doll's alter ego.

Very creepy. Recommend for camping trips when things are wandering around outside, the wind is blowing
and branches are snapping.

chucklesthescot says

The first thing that attracted me to this book was it's very creepy and cool cover, and the name 'Mr Hands'. It
just sounded so good and the blurb was intriguing and exciting! Sadly this book turned out to be a case of
don't judge a book by its cover.

| expected this to be a novel where this creepy creature Mr Hands goes around torturing and killing peoplein
aNightmare on EIm Street type way. Jeez was | ever let down! In the prologue we get a couple of people
under threat from Mr Hands. Then we jump to chapter one and it all goes downhill from there. A manin a
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pub starts telling a story which is meant to be about his dealings with Mr Hands but instead we get a
rambling story about the mentally challenged Ronnie, a human with a power of death who usesit to kill bad
people or end the suffering of good people. We see Ronnie helping awoman miscarry a baby that could ruin
her life, his miserable home life, ending up in the social care system, hunting a child abuser who attacks a
few of hisfriends, communicating with al the dead souls he helped, his big mistake...and go to the woman
who miscarried to see her story. Her upbringing in asmall town, her first date getting her pregnant and
shaming her family, the miscarrying event, her life after that, the fate of the one who got her pregnant, her
plansfor the future...

WHERE IS MR HANDS??? For 116 pages we get a back and forth between Ronnie and Lucy and their lives
and | was so bored it was unreal. What did any of this have to do with the creepy Mr Hands? By the time
Lucy was talking about her new husband and second baby, | was wondering if the demon was ever going to
show and | got tired of waiting for him. This book was dull, bland and lacking the story that | bought it for.
A huge big fat let down!

According to other reviews, we don't get to see Mr Hands until the last third of the book. So why isthis
marketed as Mr Hands and a revenge story when none of that happens until the book is nearly ending? | hate
being deliberatly misled and won't be reading anything else by this author. | feel cheated!!!

Unapologetic_Bookahalic says

3.5 of 5rating

Gives you afeeling that you glimpse something out of the side of your eye. When you turn to seewhat it is,
your rewarded with atendril of fear creeping along your neck.

Mr. Handsis a cerebral horror. It takes reality twists, chops and mixes it with an unbalanced mental
perspective and there you have it. Then of course throws in a head chomping monster.

| liked the development of Mr. Hands and POV of the characters and why Mr. Hands was. It was a great
story told and | look forward to more from Gary A. Braunbeck.

Bill says

Hooboy, does this book look stupid.

| pride myself in not caring what people see me read. | would proudly display each and every cover of Brian
Lumley's Necroscope series (although I'll put myself on record as saying | thought those covers really kicked
ass), but to quote the Tragically Hip in Thugs, "Everyone has their breaking point”, and with me it was this
cover and title.

But, thisis Gary Braunbeck, so | knew this was going to be pretty good. Actually, the first 100 pages or so
were excellent, and just the type of writing | was expecting from him: poignant, suspensful, and a protagonist
you can care for.

| loved the opening, where a stranger walks into a bar in asmall town (where "weird shit happens’, and tells
histale to a couple of interested locals. Thisisthe perfect setup to a scary story.

Now, the story doesn't get to where the title and cover of the novel suggests for over a 100 pages, but this the
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part of the story where Braunbeck excels. Once the tale takes the expected supernatural turn, hiswriting still
maintains the same quality, but for me, I much prefered Ronnie's story over where Mr. Hands comesin.

Overdl, it was afine read, and Braunbeck continues to be an author on my 'A’ list. I'm looking forward to
more of the "weird shit" that happensin Cedar Hill.

Randolph says

Another outstanding offering by Braunbeck. He continues to write the most innovative horror in the longer
form while avoiding almost al the usual horror tropes and never repeating himself. While not quite as good
as Keepers or the magnificent In Silent Graves, he almost reaches them.

With aplot so twisted and clever that I'm not even going to try to describeit in detail, okay | will, sorta. Mr.
Hands is a sort of retribution machine for child abuse who is the progeny of the deceased mentally
handicapped Ronald James Williamson who himself is more like a Dr. Kevorkian on wheels for those that
are "hurting." The wholetale has a framing story that makes it almost like one of Dunsany's Jorkens club
tales. Then thereis Lucy Thompson who gets caught up in the web of both Ronnie and Mr. Hands. Thisis
less than half of it, you still have Thalidomide Man, the Reverend, Henry/Randy, little Sarah, and child
abuser Timothy Beals. To say the plot was confusing at times would be an understatement, but Braunbeck
bringsit al together in an ending that Stephen King would kill for.

In al this Braunbeck really wantsto talk about revenge, retribution (divine and otherwise), and justice; guilt
and forgiveness and disguise it al asareally clever and literate horror story.

Included in the copy | haveis an award winning novella: Kiss of the Mudman, which in the typical fashion
of the award winner isn't near as good as the novel here. It won the International Horror Guild Award for
novella. Itsinclusion here isn't totally random since some of the characters from Mr. Hands are back for an
encore.

Go buy anything by Braunbeck, you won't be disappointed.

Ken McKinley says

Reading Mr. Hands reminds me of the title of the Clint Eastwood spaghetti western - The Good, The Bad,
and the Ugly. This book has all three and it reads pretty much in that order. Lets start with the good. Thisis
my first read of Braunbeck's material. Haing lived in central Ohio for fifteen years of my life and also
hearing good reviews of hiswork, | was excited to dive into Mr. Hands. It starts off well enough. A strange
man sitting at the end of the bar has a story to tell to the bartender, the sherriff, and areverend. OK. It kind of
reminds me of Straub's Ghost Story meets the Twilight Zone. Y ou've got my interest, Braunbeck. Where do
we go from here? Well, from there, he unwinds a story about Ronald James Williamson. a young boy who
may be alittle low but has the unique gift of being able to predict a child's future on whether it will be filled
with happiness or misery. Based on what he detects, ala shades of The Dead Zone, determines what course of
action Ronnie takes. Happiness equals smiling and moving on. But if Ronnie detects a future fulfilled with
misery and abuse for the child, he becomes judge, jury and executioner. Nobody expects the slow kid, right?
Braunbeck's writing style is fast paced and enjoyable. I'm buying into all of it up to this point. Then, at
somewere around the 2/3 mark, he shifts gears and does a hard turn. He introduces us to Mr. Hands, brings
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back a character from the beginning of the book, and gives us a scene almost directly out of the movie
Pumpkinhead. My suspension of disbelief was thrown into a headlock and beat up pretty good. | tried to get
back on track to a story | was enjoying and wanted to enjoy again. | was hoping that this sudden shift would
make sense and tieit all together in an A HA moment. No dice. Thiswas the bad. Now for the ugly.

For the last 1/3 of the book, Braunbeck tells atale of revenge that becomes maore and more unbelievable with
every turn of the page. He introduces us to characters and kills them off not pages later, but paragraphs later.
Every character introduced is paper thin. There is no development to either like or dispise them before they
are offed. Add that to the fact that the story is getting more and more hokey as we race to the finish line. At
this point, I'm only turning pages out of obligation to seeif there's arhyme or reason to this mess, not
because I'm enjoying it anymore. No such luck. The character of the six-year old boy is so unbelievable that
I'm scoffing at every page. | have a son around his age and there is no way him or any of his peers would say
or do 90% of what Braunbeck's character is doing in this one. That, my friends, is the ugly.

Its been along time since |'ve been this disappointed in a book and my disappointment isn't because its a bad
story. I'veread plenty of stories that were worse than this one that I've rated higher and it's because they were
consistently weak all the way through. This one seemed like it was going somewhere and then it compl etely
derailed and crashed down a mountain ravine. At one point, | thought Braunbeck suffered a stroke while he
was writing this and the last 1/3 was post stroke. Sigh. So disappointed. | will read another Braunbeck in the
future. | haven't sworn him off. | really want to read something of histhat is at the level that | think he's
capable of. I'm rooting for Mr. Hands to be an anomoly and not the rule.

2 starsout of 5

Y ou can aso follow my reviews at the following links:
https://kenmckinley.wordpress.com
https://www.goodreads.com/user/show/5...
http://www.amazon.com/gp/profile/A2J1...

TWITTER - @KenMcKinley5

Robert Beveridge says

Gary A. Braunbeck, Mr. Hands (Leisure, 2007)

Understand, first, that the horror of Gary Braunbeck is not the horror of the splatterpunks, or of Stephen
King, or of Clive Barker, or of Dean Koontz. If | had to compare Braunbeck's writing to anyone's, it would
be that of Charles L. Grant, except that Braunbeck's writing is far more immediate than Grant's ever was.
Things may jump out of the dark at you in a Braunbeck story, but any disembowelling is probably going to
happen offstage. The horror, also, comes less from the monster involved than it does from the characters,
hell, as Jean-Paul Sartre so memorably remarked, redlly is other people, and Gary Braunbeck getsthat. I'm
not sure why it took me over twenty years after | first heard Braunbeck's name to finally get round to reading
one of his books. It will certainly not take me another twenty years to get to the second.

Two stories here. The title piece isthe longer of them, about a seria killer who acts out of the goodness of
his heart. | know, | know, you've heard that before, but our Ronnie is kind of touched in the head, aswell as
supernaturally gifted; when he looks into someone's face, he can see all the pain they suffer. Thus, what he
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sees himself as doing is freeing these kids from bondage, right? But because he's touched in the head,
sometimes he mixes things up. All well and good, and the serial killer isfinally wounded in turn, and then
goes off to die... until being resurrected in the form of Mr. Hands, a scary doll who is one of the beloved
playthings of a child gone missing, and whaose mother is consumed with a desire for revenge. Once the
power of Mr. Hands is unleashed, though, sometimes he mixes things up... Second story, “ The Mudman”,
will probably remind you a decent amount of King's“Y ou Know They Got a Hell of aBand”, though with
added mudman goodness.

Braunbeck is a solid writer. In less skilled hands, “Mr. Hands” could have come off as a Lifetime Original
Movie script with an added supernatural element. (For that matter, “The Mudman”, which takes placein a
church shelter, isn't that far off the path, either.) But Braunbeck resists the temptations for easy answers and
soundbite-style lines. Maybe if Japan had a Lifetime Movie Network, and Kiyoshi Kurosawa directed
movies for it, something like “Mr. Hands” may have popped up at some point. In any case, aslong as you
don't go into this expecting the ultra-fast-paced gore novels that have become more popular of late, it'sa
good'un indeed, ****

Kasia says

The unique beauty of this tale has to share the spotlight with the rich emotions the author stirred in, to make
it as believable as possible. While reading this | often wondered how personal any of this could have been
for him and for the sake of anyone's sanity | hope they never get to experience these eventsin person.

Mr. Hands starts of f as three separate events that come together to form atight and haunting ending. It all
begins with alittle boy who was born not out of an act of love but by what his father called - a mistake. He
was loved by his weak mother and he was abused by the father, harvesting special powers that helped him
seek out children who suffered the same way he did. His mental scars never let him grow pas his eleventh
year while his body grew into that of a man, aman on amission to end child abuse and to inflict punishment,
not revenge on the parents who did it to them. Ronnie, for that was his name, ran into Lucy Thompson,
another main character, when he was afew years old and left her with what he thought of asagift. In reality
his actions started a chain of events that would some day conclude in cataclysmic proportionsin the small,
sleepy town of Cedar Hill. Much happens in between, mostly bad things that are best not spoiled to the
reader. Y ears later they meet again but under much darker circumstances, where a creature of death and blind
justice is born, making monsters out of those who wants to do good by helping to kill others. This was part
horror and part supernatural with a dose of gray morality threw into the mix.

The book isavery fast read and the author does agreat job of describing everything in an immaculate detail.
After reading it | am still haunted by the pain and suffering the kids endured, especially since that kind of
abuse happensin real life, and the ice pick feeling of sheer fear in throats of their parents, those who
genuinely loved and missed them was more than real. The element of cruel punishment inflicted on the
guilty was satisfying but it came with a hefty price tag to those who administered it.

- KasaS.

Mark Warner says

Ahhh...started off wonderfully...good character development, intriquing, unique story, interwoven
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plot...really afine job of a horror book. For me, however, it seemed to suffer from the one flaw in most
horror books..an ending that |eft thinking, thatsit ? This book grabbed me from the beginning with great
writing, but slowly crept downhill. Still, better than most in a genre that yields great ideas but so-so
endings....Ah well, on to the next..

D.D. Price says

They say that you can't judge abook by its cover. That's true. But what is equally untrue is saying that you
can’'t judge a book by itstitle. You canin fact judge a book by itstitle and if title is the medium with which
we judge the quality of books then we find that Mr. Hands is severely lacking; the title putsinto mind all of
the wonderful and terrible things that can be done with ones hands and that statement holds true for most of
the book and even as | think on such profound morbid obsessions that Mr. Braunbeck has with the saving or
the ending of alife that can both be done with either hand, my hands begin to shake with the momentousness
implied by such a statement of higher intellectual capacity (this guy must have been seriously abused as a
child). In short | would describe this book as at first being fed by spoon a mouthful of sweets and then the
person giving you the sweets stabs the spoon downward at your throat and then you choke; it tastes good in
that first instance but your throat isleft sore and parched. This explicit stuffing of atheme down the reader’s
throat isthe kind of thing that triggers my gag reflex, over and over and over again.

If you'veread In Silent Graves then let this be awarning, ‘this book is not anywhere near on the same level!’
Whereas In Silent Graves was innovative and intellectual, | found Mr. Hands to be weak and pretentious and
nothing more than classic horror disguised to look literary under the cloak of arepetitive theme. A number of
readers here on Goodreads speak of how emotional this book is (asif emotion alone could make a book
great) which istrue but the problem is that the author is reliant on this emotion to hold readers attention and
thus literary techniques are not being used adeptly since there's not much build up towards these moments. |
admit | wasfeeling the story at first but it didn’t take long for the plot to feel really repetitive and stupid as
the same point about children needing to be protected from abuse and danger gets hammered into the
reader’ s brain again and again. Oh God! Make it stop please!

When | read horror books by Dan Simmons | feel terror and suspense; | did not feel that here. When | read
Robin Hobb | feel highly emotional but that impact isfelt after reading hundreds and hundreds of pages of
buildup which there wasn’'t much room for here. Braunbeck has potentiality to be a great author but his
repertoireis simply too limited and his storytelling to self serving to utter his name in the pantheon of the
greats. Emotion and other rants aside, the writing was for the most part good but there were some scenesin
which Braunbeck started writing in this ridiculously pretentious prose style that | think was meant to look
poetic but didn’t come across that way. | think there was an entire sentence that went on for over a page at
one point.

Kristen says

| was not in a hurry to read this book, thetitle just seemed so... Dumb, but | let Rosco (the family sheepdog)
pick my most recent read and this is what he came up with (mainly by sniffing this cover first out of the
stack of 100 or so books stacked neatly on the floor). | was surprised that | enjoyed thisas much as | did. |
wasn't a huge fan of “Coffin County” but | do remember that | enjoyed 9/10ths of the book, so | did have a
flicker of hope.

Short synopsis: Thetaleistold by amystery man in abar, he tells the story of a child who isakiller of
children, and awoman who has lost her child, and slowly the three stories weave together into the story of
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Mr. Hands.

Thisisatae of vengeance, pity, and monsters... not the creeping around under the bed, or hidden in the
sewer grates monsters... people who are monsters - child abusers, neglectors, and killers... and those who
have to cope with living in the same world as them. Thetitle story in the book is 269 pages, with a short
novellain the back titled “The Mudmen” to bring it up to the standard 330 page Leisure Fiction length. |
know that thisis ahorror story, but it really never FELT like a horror storey. Rather than scaring me,
terrifying me or disgusting me... | felt pity, remorse, and a bit of loathing at what Braunbeck points out.
Being a parent, the concept of losing a child and the damage it would do not only to me, but to my
relationships and my sanity was all too real. Now should that actually happen, and someone hand me the tool
in which to gain vengeance, not just for my child, but for al children that have been brutally murdered and
abused... and | am not sure that | would be strong enough to turn that away. When seeking vengeance it is
all too easy to become what we hate most... amonster ourselves, and that is exactly what Braunbeck points
out in this novel.

For the most part this novel iswell written and keeps your attention. What drove me completely insane
though is the use of run-on sentences that never ended. Page 102 in the paperback is all one sentence... and it
runs on to the next page. It never occurred to me what effect run-on sentences like that would have on a
reader... but it made my head hurt alittle, like | wasn't able to stop and regroup to let the previous sentence
sink in. These run-on sentences occur throughout the book, though none stuck out so blatantly in my mind as
that one. I’'m a bit disappointed in his editor for letting that one slide by. Also the combination of the cover
and the title make this a hard book to take seriously and really get excited to read. The good news isthat it
reads fast, takes place in the familiar territory of Coffin County and seems to have a pretty good resolution to
it al (which was my issue with the book “ Coffin County”). This book is not at all scary though you will find
yourself reading from beginning to end, and there is quite a bit to think about, particularly if you are a parent.

The three star rating is due mainly to the typos and run-on sentences in the book. There is nothing worse than
reading a book and suddenly your mind slams on the e-brake because of atypo or bad grammar. Y ou are
pulled completely out of the story as your brain tries to process the bad data. Still, it's an entertaining read if
you can get past that.

Howard Cruz says

Thisreally was an incredible book and now i'm actually saddned | waited so long to read it. It sat on my
shelf staring at me for months but | did finally get to it.

And wasit ever worth it! It takes a story and makes you question your own personal ethics and morals and
the way you look at life and death, crimes against children and pushesit to alimit.

The story ends with a quote saying that in your fight to stop monsters, make sure you don't become one.
Based on the contents of this book, that line alone could some up much of it, but the details of the live of the

people contained within the cedart hill universe are quite intricate and this book was one hell of aread.

Read in one sitting, | couldn't stop nor pull myself away from the incredible writing stylings.. Do read.
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Erin *Proud Book Hoarder* says

I've owned this one years; finally read during a buddy/group read with Horror Aficiandos group.

It's been years since |'ve dived into a world weaved by Braunbeck - | remember him as serious, sobering, and
depressing. | also remember him as creative with his plot structure, hard to put down, and good with
blending dark-fantasy horror. This book fits my memory of his others - acomplex story that isn't merely
about akiller figurine as | figured. In fact, the back cover is so vague based on what the story is really about
(who writes these lazy blurbs?)

I won't fill review space laying out al the plot here, I'll let you find out yourself if you read this one, but let's
just say there are different structures that tie together about midway through. Not really a straight protagonist
to follow, this one has grey characters who are bordering on black most of the way through. Tragedy forms
their motivations and and downfall, for they're tainted by cruelties of the world that aren't fun to read about.
Child abuse, child neglect and abandonment, isolation in grief, all sobering stuff. Mr. Hands makes the point
of getting a sort of vigilante justice that goes upside down on the misled crusaders.

Pacing stays focused and the story never grows boring. | especially liked the bar where certain characters
gather - the shelf with the objects that all hold stories was a nice touch. | got asmall fairy tale vibe from this
story, from Mr Hands and the man at the carnival, to childlike wishes for very adult situations, to mystical
ways of solving things. Bleak but interesting. Braunbeck writes well and spends plenty of timein the
characters heads with effective inner monologue, even if sometimes the characters can seem alittle straight-
forward and simple in their thought processes.

It's certainly not atale that exists to use shock value, violence for violence sake, and senseless gore. It's an
emotional punch wrapped around an intriguing story, not asimple horror tale, but a sobering one of the sad
realities of the world of which there is no right or wrong solution.

William M. says

Mr. Hands may be the finest work of Gary A. Braunbeck's career, and quite possibly, the best thing he'll ever
write. | was absolutely spellbound by the story, characters, and rich mythology he created. | can't recall a
horror novel that had me as emotional asthis (right up there with Jack Ketchum's THE GIRL NEXT DOOR
- both involve the endangerment of children and their helplessness).

Besides afew typos (shame, shame, Leisure Books!), | found every chapter, every paragraph, and every
sentence infused with such passion, it was hard for me to get the lump out of my throat. As a parent of two
young children, this was a difficult book to read, but the message of hope and helping othersin need made it
easier to get through. | can't recommend this book enough. So far, thisis my favorite book of 2007, in horror,
or any other genre. Mr. Braunbeck, | feel priviledged to have read such awonderful and powerful book.
Thank you.
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