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From ancient Greece they came, remnants of the glorious Trojans. Led by Brutus, Kingman, holder of the
bands of gold that wield the very magic of the Gods, these travelers are bowed but not broken, and they have
come to Albion to begin anew. A vision of beauty called them to create a new Troy, and when they landed
on the shores of the land that became Britain, they found an old magic that was fading. And so they began to
construct a new Labyrinth, a place of magic that will bring unimaginable power to those who can control it.

The temptress who brought Brutus to this land seeks to use him for her own purposes, but in that she fails,
for it is the bride of Brutus who dooms the completion of the labyrinth . . . and sends all the players in this
drama--handsome Brutus, his beautiful wife, Cornelia, and the sensuous and deadly Genvissa--into a hell of
death and rebirth, until the Labyrinth is completed and the ancient magic is set free.

A thousand years pass. Cathedrals rise in place of mud and wattle huts, hymns to saints replace odes to Celtic
and Greek gods. But the magic from the dawn of time waits, and the players are not yet done with their
destinies. They have new faces and new bodies, but old souls---and not all who have come back remember
their parts in this drama. There are kings and princes, deadly court intrigues, and ancient powers awoken.

And a warrior across the sea who only waits for his opportunity to finish what was started centuries before . .
.
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Katie says

I tried this series because I liked the Wayfarer Redemption books so much, and I have to say I enjoy
basically all of the books by Sara Douglass.

Sandra Smiley says

Story is getting a little better. As one character grows, another gains some hope and then dashes it at the end
for me, while another is still a terrible character. Caela has come into her own and taking steps into
controlling her destiny. Brutus showed some hope of maturing and becoming a true king, only to have a
scene that made me want to dash his head into a wall. Luckily there was a character that slapped some sense
into him, with words. Genvissa is still a pampered darkwitch, thinking that she can do anything she wants,
damn everyone else, and, of course, her failures are in the hands of Caela. It's almost like the old stories of
evil people that don't learn and will have pity parties for themselves when their plans fail. Now she is trapped
in someone else's trap, and I guess this is supposed to make me feel sorry for her, but it's rather hard to after
all the trouble and death she caused. I'm hopping onto the next book since the character I care about is
coming into her own and I hope there are good things planned for her coming up.

Shannon says

Things start to get weirder in this book. By that I mean we are introduced to the Fairy world and the Troy
Game itself starts to take up a life of its own. Our main players have all been reborn. Cornelia reborn has
found she has been reborn with a bit extra to her. Brutus has been reborn as William the conqueror and has to
fight his way back to England. Overall I like the plot. The story is still working itself out. I feel like there are
some gratuitous sex scenes and violence that really may not have needed to be there. It gets worse in the next
book as far as gratuitous sex, however so I didn't let it detract from my rating.

Madbethcash says

The gang is all back: Brutus, Coel, Cornelia, Loth, Genvissa, Ecub, Erith, Asterion. Cornelia, unknowing, as
Caela, the wife of Edward the Confessor. Brutus as William of Normandy. Coel, as Caela's brother Harold, is
unknowing and has married Genvissa, which amuses her. Asterion hides his form for awhile but is in with
the upper echelons of the English government.

The best part of this installment of this series is Brutus' character development. He marries Mathilda of
Flanders and truly loves her: she helps him become a better man.

Other things:
(view spoiler)
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Tellulah Darling says

This series is like a giant soap opera occurring through time with a cast of recurring characters. And I dunno,
but I'm having a hell of a lot of fun reading it. It merges Greek mythology with history, and a very liberal
dash of sex and violence. Life changing? Nope. Completely enjoyable? Absolutely. It's epic fantasy and one
of those reads I think you'll either just embrace or find very quickly that it's not for you.

Sally says

Sara Douglass is remarkably easy to read. The story flows, and kept engaging me every time I picked it up,
often difficult to put down. I don't normally read fantasy, so this is high praise from me. I'm now on to #3
and busting to know the new identities of the characters in this volume of a story that spans millennia,
returning to different eras of London. Right - close the laptop lid. Got to read on...

P. says

dull and confusing

Julia says

Gods' Concubine is the second book in Douglass' 'Troy Game' series, and it was definitely more engaging
and enjoyable than the first. This time around, a thousand years have passed, and the characters we met in
the first book have been reborn into the age of William the Conqueror. In fact, Brutus is William himself and
Cornelia is the queen of England, wife to Edward the Confessor. Coel is reborn as Harold Godwinson
(Harold II) and in a cruel twist of fate, Genvissa has been reborn as Harold's wife. Other characters from the
first book are also reborn and find themselves drawn once again into the struggle for control over the Troy
Game, which has itself been lying and waiting for a thousand years.

This combination of fantasy and historical fiction is an intriguing way of presenting a time period in history.
The reader is left guessing, and possibly researching further, as to which details are real and documented and
which are purely the product of the author's vivid imagination.

Wealhtheow says

Trashy covers and ridiculous titles ("God's Concubine"? puhlease) predisposed me to discount these, but
their emphasis on character development, and the healthy splashes of almost-realistic history, made me like
them despite myself. There *are* some trashy bits--the sex scenes are by and large romance-novel-y, and
sometimes the female characters get locked into the "strong, beautiful, and quietly commanding" niche.
Regardless, I find myself excited about reading the third and final novel, which promises to answer the
question of who has survived through the centuries--and who will triumph.
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Heather says

This is the second book in "The Troy Game" series. If anything, I liked it even better than the first. The
characters mature and develop throughout the story, giving them depth and a feeling of reality. The story is
set in the time of William the Conquerer, with Brutus being reincarnated as William. Cornelia is reborn as
Caela, virgin queen to King Edward. Many other characters come back also. Genvissa is the alluring
Swanne. The book tells the story of how the Game has changed in the 2000 years since it began. There is still
a parallel story running through the books which is set in the 1900s, during the start of WWII. And, the book
is also filled with plenty of sensual situations. I've ordered the next book in the series. These really pull you
in.

Luciole says

So, this book was way better than the previous! The plot thickens, the characters reactions deepen and
evolve, to become more subtle, less cliché. And, to crown it all, it takes place both in England and in France
! I enjoyed the re-write of History, peppered with Magic, curses and old believes.
So in this book, you will meet the original characters of the Troy Game from the first book, along with new
characters, who add more interest to the storyline.

Here is the blurb : We meet up with Cornelia, Brutus and Genvissa-reborn, along with few of their entourage
from the first book, in the late 16’s. William-Brutus is stuck in France, while Caela-Cornelia is the Queen of
England, wedded to Edward the Confessor. But she doesn’t remember anything from her past life. Will her
faithful friends help her fulfill the destiny she’s bound to ? And will Swanne-Genvissa and William be able
to complete the Game, before Asterion claims what is his ? Indeed, we learn that the Minotaur directed
everyone’s rebirth, which makes him one step ahead of the game. In the end, will it be enough to be one step
ahead the Game ? (yup, pun intended).

I recommend this book, and found worth the reading of the first one, to enjoy this second one. I expect the
third volume to densify and bring us closer to the 1939 area. Can’t wait to start it !

Jasmyn says

A fantastic second book in The Troy Game series. All the players are re-born in the mid 1000's in England -
and they all have an agenda, especially Asterion. As characters develop and evolve we get to see how not
even a soul must always remain the same. While some make the decision to stay the same, many others make
the decision to grow beyond their previous life's hatreds and desires and move forward towards a greater
goal. With quite a surprise at the conclusion that left me shocked and hardly able to wait to pick up book 3.

Alex at Raiding Bookshelves says

God's Concubine is the second entrancing novel in Sara Douglass' quartet: The Troy Game. Closely
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following the events of Hades Daughter, God's Concubine is set two thousand years after Brutus and
Genvissa's thwarted attempt to close the Labyrinth and gain the ultimate immortality. It is the first time since
their original lives that the malicious Asterion has allowed those bound by the Game to return.

God's Concubine is set during the reign of Edward the Confessor and a familiar cast appear in unexpected
places. Cornelia, now Caela, is the chaste virginal wife of King Edward, while Genvissa lurks as the
beautiful Swanne, wife to Caela's brother Harold Godswine, Coel reborn. Meanwhile, across the waters,
William of Normandy plans his invasion, and will once again be crowned King of England as Brutus was
two thousand years earlier. Others familiar characters are reborn to aid, or disrupt the Game's progression;
Loth returns as Seaweald, royal physician and lover of Judith, Mother Erith reborn; Mother Ecub returns as
herself, now the prioress of Saint Margaret (affectionately known as St Mags); and Asterion arrives in all his
malevolent glory.

Once again Douglass has chosen a significant, and tumultuous, time in history. Spanning the last 15 years of
King Edward's reign, and the following year of war, Douglass draws the reader into the true history of our
world. Her attention to detail, from sexless marriage of Edward and his wife, to the support of Harold
Godswinson for the crown, keeps the reader riveted. Unlike the historical, or rather mythological, details of
Hade's Daughter, the Norman invasion of England is an accepted part of history. The reader knows, or can
investigate, how events unfold. What makes God's Concubine interesting is how the events unfold within
history; how Caela and William interact outside our knowledge of history.

Caela (Cornelia reborn) is a much stronger and more mature character than Cornelia ever was. Prior to
awakening to her past memories, Caela is strong but too timid to present herself. The mixed memories and
strengths of Cornelia and Caela give her a potency that was missing in Hade's Daughter.

Genvissa is as spiteful as Swanne, and her lust for William and for power has not faded. However, her own
strengths, as MagaLan and as Mistress of the Labyrinth has faded with rebirth. Interestingly, Swanne lacks
many of the advantages Genvissa had as a woman and must play wife until William returns to complete the
game with her.

William is staggeringly different to his Trojan counterpart. Where Brutus was all action, and power, William
allows time for thought and emotion. William learns to regret Brutus' brusque and hateful nature and slowly
begins understanding more about the Game and it's participants.

The secondary, and present day, storyline following Major Jack Skelton and his reborn companies unrolls
slowly, preparing the reader for the final book while foreshadowing certain events in the main story.

God's Concubine is the thrilling second instalment of the Troy Games; the adventure that began with Hade's
Daughter and continue's in Darkwitch Rising.

Daisy says

this book is much better than the first of the series. but for me, nothing will ever compare to sara’s first

battleaxe trilogy ♥?

Nano says
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Took a while for me to get into this second chapter. Most of the characters from the first book have returned,
however, through their own personal identity developments they have lost all of the savage brutality that
made them so awesome in the first book. Instead, they were psychologically complex, and at times extremely
whiny. Sometimes it felt like reading a soapy. There are some fantastic new characters, and I was glad that
despite the setting being from a heavily Christianized time with some very pious characters, the author found
time to also include the land and female figure worship that was so amazing in the first book.


