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A classic analysis of the Black middle class studies its origin and development, accentuating its behavior,
attitudes, and values during the 1940s and 1950s.

When it was first published in 1957, E. Franklin Frazier’s Black Bourgeoisie was simultaneously reviled and
revered—revered for its skillful dissection of one of America’s most complex communities, reviled for
daring to cast a critical eye on a section of black society that had achieved the trappings of the white,
bourgeois ideal.

The author traces the evolution of this enigmatic class from the segregated South to the post-war boom in the
integrated North, showing how, along the road to what seemed like prosperity and progress, middle-class
blacks actually lost their roots to the traditional black world while never achieving acknowledgment from the
white sector. The result, concluded Frazier, is an anomalous bourgeois class with no identity, built on self-
sustaining myths of black business and society, silently undermined by a collective, debilitating inferiority
complex.
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Sterling says

This book is an in depth look of the Black Bourgeoisie aka the Middle Class that is still relevant in today’s
age. I found myself, re-reading some of the texts along with making notes in the book. Some of the content
may interested you in further research but the author tries to give you enough context to get the concept of
what he is writing about. I liked how this is more of an analysis than a book telling others what to do to break
out of this mindset. Many current books today do this but, it’s all on the advice of a single person that may
have been a position of privilege.

At the same time, I believe the author is also taking a look within himself since he is one of the Black
Bourgeoisie by his standards. He was a Professor and Chairman at Howard University, and a President of
two national association.

R.K. Johnson says

Interesting book. Good historical data and references, although I found Frazier's critique of the Black elite to
be, well, outright disparaging and contentious. I don't know much about his personal life other than the fact
he was one of five children brought up in what may have been a middle class household, by his bank
messenger father and housewife mother. I wonder if such a harsh critique is the result of his personal
knowledge of this particular group or superficial research. However Frazier came to his conclusions it's clear
he much prefers his Negroes shiftless as opposed to highfalutin. Oh well...

Kristl says

Written in 1957 so much of it still rings true today. This book is incredible.

Randoll says

will add comment later...

ralowe says

i was always on my guard the whole time i was reading this. perhaps frazier might not be interrogating his
fundamental internalized racism as much as i imagine myself to be, but his bigger point in the grand scheme
come incredibly close to my own. maybe his writing is just an example of how critical black study in public
discourse invokes an awkward interiority that unseemly blurs subject/object. just go with it. the alternative
ain't appealing, and is the primary (a)social problem. but he doesn't seem to be going that deep into psychical
master-slave dialectics, and i think i might have only hallucinated a gesture to psychoanalysis early in. he
nails the biggest obstacle facing blackness in the political realm-- the inability for the existing order to ever
establish a black subject. that subject that is somehow a product of history as well as an agent unhindered to
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play and compete in the democratic sphere is wholly a myth. rappers on tv. yet this maddening game, its
cruel optimism, are desperate claims for internal coherence. frazier goes over how these protestant thrivings
were programmed in the crucible of slavery and i know that when i finished this book i need to go back and
get through to the end of dubois' 'black reconstruction.' god, the set-up. saidiya hartman's 'scenes of
subjection' captures so well the life built to fail. dreams of success under a state of terror. can we blame
ourselves? and the impossible necessity that this myth be dispelled.

Jessica Jackson says

Published in 1957, E. Franklin Frazier’s study analyzed the history and social an economic standing of black
Americans of the middle class up to that point. He at times he is scathing in his rebuke of the frivolous and
delusional lifestyle of the deemed ‘Black Bourgeoisie” and explains how they separate themselves from
others in the black community yet still are frustrated with their less than status to white Americans. It’s
fascinating to read about important court cases, personalities and publications that were fresh or present for
Frazier but hold so much historic significance for us today.

Justin says

The book is good in one specific way: it warns that the sucess of a few black elites is actually detrimental to
all other blacks. However, the book is not always logically sound, tends to be based in bitterness and anger
rather than actual analysis, and is colorist against light-skinned African Americans. I would recommend it so
long as you go in knowing only a small percentagr of the book is actually useful.

Joi Reece says

This book is quite the read and worth the time for all individuals regardless of color or race. Through the
reading of this book one can learn a lot, widen their horizon and relate upon the issue of racism.

Pascal says

A classic by famed Black sociologist E. Franklin Frazier that provides a searing and honest assessment of the
Black upper middle class. The analysis is often blunt and hard hitting but intellectually honest.

Eric says

This book certainly lives up to the shocking revelation part and sadly not much has changed since its
publication in 1957, yea very deep. Its alot of stuff that I already knew, but its roots are so disturbingly
clownish that often when I was reading this on the El coming home my face was twisted as if I was sucking
lemons
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Phil Henderson says

Extremely important, a must read. Especially for Black Americans.

Please read "The World of Make Believe" very carefully. Though this book was written in 1955 virtually
nothing has changed in regards to our middle class in 62 years. This is not hyperbole. Virtually nothing has
changed. Every sickness and neurosis that Dr. Frazier outlined in this section is on full display in our every-
day reality (as well as reality TV and YouTube, where black middle class women whine endlessly about
"white women stealing black men"). The love for material junk, the vile aesthetic tastes of affluent African
Americans (has anyone seen the inside of Kanye West's home???), the need to "show off" with money, the
glaring self-contempt (blond weaves and blue contact lenses, hello!!), the moral, spiritual and intellectual
flabbiness of middle-class black men, etc., etc: everything that you see happening today in this fucked-up
caste of clowns has been happening for decades. The only problem now is that this caste's moral failings has
infected the entirety of Black America.

Matthew Quest says

This analysis of the Black middle classes from 1952 continues to offer fresh insights. One cannot be familiar
with the cultures of Historically Black Colleges in the South or the perspectives of Black media without
having perennial eye opening moments from reading this book. Often providing a scathing analysis, HBCUs
are presented as inventing a false elite, and the Black media as inventing notions of political economy for the
entire community which elevate the petty projects of Black Businesses and their owners as members as the
cream of high society. Read the book and look around and evaluate what Frazier is talking about for
yourself.

Davu Zulu says

This book is very informative and opens your eyes to middle class black people. I highlighted a lot of things
to use later.

Alonzo Vereen says

Black Bourgeoisie analyzes, with acuity and verve, why so many wealthy black folk believe money is going
to save them.

Taking it all the way back to slavery, E. Franklin Frazier exposes how certain subgroups of the African-
American community were able to form the black bourgeoisie. He then takes readers through the first half of
the 20th century to explain how “entry requirements” for the black bourgeoisie shifted from one’s skin color
to one’s financial status, and how this shift created, within the black bourgeoisie, a toxic culture of
materialism.

Through it all, he maintains that the creation of the black bourgeoisie, much to the consternation of its
members, did not and will never provide the kind of freedom and peace of mind they so desperately desire
— we all so desperately desire. Conspicuous consumption and opportunistic business ventures won’t make
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any of us free, he argues. Only a genuine interrogation of the lie that the black bourgeois lifestyle perpetuates
— a lie steeped in Eurocentric mores and values — has that kind of power.

Though published first in 1957, I believe we still have, as Frazier put it, a world of blacks who “are agreed
that money and conspicuous consumption are more important than knowledge.” And what are we to do with
that?

Although this book provides no answers to that question, it does ask it.

Beverlee says

To think this started off as me being curious what it really means to be "bougie". Frazier's study, originally
published in 1957, still rings true today in some ways. I think the line between "the masses" and the middle
class has all but dwindled to a mere couple of dollars. The values of the middle class are supposed to reflect
the majority, so...if one doesn't agree, is that a bad or good thing? I think moral beliefs shouldn't be separated
into black and white, it should simply be right and wrong. I agree with Frazier's assessment of self
employment- in that black people haven't created major corporations, but that doesn't mean one shouldn't run
their own business. I thought Frazier's assessment of Christianity and the Black Bourgeoisie raised an
interesting point of how religion was presented in a demeaning way during enslavement- in this position
because of a curse. Yet most Black people have a strong belief in God regardless of socioeconomic status.
The most entertaining passages of the book in my opinion dealt with Frazier's analysis of the lack of culture
and common behaviors of the middle class. One has to wonder if personal experience has anything to deal
with his harsh criticism- "the decor of their homes reveals the most atrocious and childish tastes. Expensive
editions of books are bought for decoration and left unread. The black bourgeoisie, especially the section
which forms Negro "society", scarcely ever read books for recreation. Consequently, their conversation is
trivial and exhibits a childish view of the world" (p 208). Overall, reading Frazier's study left me not wanting
to be a part of the black bourgeoisie. I think I'd rather be true to who I am rather than lose my identity to fit
in with a group of lost people.


