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**This is Book 31 in the Donut Hole Cozy Mystery Series**
When Heather Shepherd picks up the newspaper, the last thing she expects to find is a report about the
murder of a local businessman in his own home. She’s shocked – why hasn’t Ryan called her?

That shock transforms into irritation when she realizes that her husband is trying to ‘give her a break’ from
the one thing she enjoys – solving cases. Heather is determined to figure this one out and sets off on a
Christmas sleuthin’ adventure, armed with a box of her Christmas Donuts and a lot of help from her ever-
sarcastic bestie. This one should be easy - all the suspects were in the house at the time of the victim’s death.
Except it never is: some suspicious internet activity has invoked the involvement of the FBI and they make it
clear, Heather’s special brand of investigation, isn’t welcome.

Heather’s caught between her integrity and the desire to have a care-free Christmas. She’s got to solve the
case before the FBI and the local authorities botch another investigation.

Check out these links to buy the rest of the books in the Series!
Book 1 - Strawberry Cream Murder: http://amzn.to/1Pi4ms3
Book 2 - Maple Frosted Murder: http://amzn.to/1Zc4qB6
Book 3 - Cadbury Creme Murder: http://amzn.to/1MROOf9
Book 4 - Tricky Blueberry Murder: http://amzn.to/1Xj79HQ
Book 5 - Chocolate Frosted Murder: http://amzn.to/1Nls1xC
Book 6 - Mint Chip Murder: http://amzn.to/1SWkNzK
Book 7 - Red, White and Blueberry Murder: http://amzn.to/1XoKGwA
Book 8 - Lemon Chiffon Murder: http://amzn.to/233TffW
Book 9 - Chocolate Tiramisu Murder: http://amzn.to/1VZzUvh
Book 10 - Rhubarb Frosted Murder: http://amzn.to/29gS0cK
Book 11 - Chocolate Revolution Murder: http://amzn.to/29M3W1Z
Book 12 - Pistachio Lemon Glazed Murder: http://amzn.to/2abja1K
Book 13 - Candied Maple Bacon Murder: http://amzn.to/29VTpUz
Book 14 - Cinnamon Nut Crunch Murder: http://amzn.to/2aFZ6ox
Book 15 - Chocolate Crunch Murder: http://amzn.to/2b1gaFJ
Book 16 - Green Velvet Murder: http://amzn.to/2bwrwzT
Book 17 - M&M Surprise Murder: http://amzn.to/2cqVhY9
Book 18 - Chocolate Pomegranate Glaze Murder: http://amzn.to/2cXZ9ff
Book 19 - Caramel Glazed Murder - http://amzn.to/2crlOSO
Book 20 - Raspberry Mojito Murder - http://amzn.to/2djGQjE
Book 21 - Banana Coconut Murder - http://amzn.to/2dHj8lf
Book 22 - Oreo Sprinkled Murder - http://amzn.to/2dCkU2V
Book 23 - Spooky Choc Orange Glazed Murder - http://amzn.to/2ffOC0f
Book 24 - Coffee Treacle Murder - http://amzn.to/2em5BAT
Book 25 - Choc Churro Murder - http://amzn.to/2fITgUq
Book 26 - Iced Pumpkin Murder - http://amzn.to/2gl5iGC
Book 27 - Double Chocolate Pistachio Murder - http://amzn.to/2gpxsjx
Book 28 - Peppermint Glazed Murder - http://amzn.to/2gj49uX
Book 29 - Peppermint Glazed Murder - http://amzn.to/2gj49uX
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Dawn says

Ok... So I have never been a fan of a who-don-it where the members of the victim's family are the suspects. I
know that realistically you are more likely to be killed by someone that you know than a complete stranger,
but it's still not a story I enjoy. I had an incline part way through the book that I knew who the murderer was
but I didn't know for sure until the end of the book.

This book introduces another cocky law enforcement agent, this time how ever Agent Orchard is an FBI
agent. Though he was not in much of this book, I have a sneaking suspicion that, similar to other annoying
characters I'm not a fan of, he's going to be showing up again in future books.

Over all, this was a fun little book.

Carol says

It is Christmas Donut week at Donut Delights. Heather
Shepherd, owner and consultant to the Hillside Police
Department has finished all her Christmas shopping.
She is enjoying the hustle and bustle in her shop when
she spots a murder write up in the newspaper. Why
wasn't she notified?
Turns out this case is much more complicated then a
regular murder case because the FBI is involved. The
FBI agent does not want Heather involved? But will the
FBI agent deter Heather from solving the case?
Dave, the dog and Cupcake, the cat get to help when
Heather and Amy go to interview potential suspect.
You will also enjoy their antics in movie night.
Well written and enjoyable Christmas time story.
This is book # 31 in the Donut Hole Cozy Mystery Series.
I volunteered to read the eBook. Thanks to the author
for the eBook. My opinion is my own.

RO G'ma says

The 31st novella in Susan Gillard’s Donut Hole Cozy Mystery series and is a quick, easy, fun, and clean
read, but proofing is lacking in this series. Eva is distressed about an article in the local newspaper about the
death of a local entrepreneur, Victor Hardbody, and Heather is baffled because Ryan hasn’t called or asked
for her help on the case. Mr. Hardbody has been murdered in his locked mansion, only his wife and two sons
are present, and there are no signs of a break in. The FBI is investigating because of suspicious internet
activity and the agent-in-charge makes it clear that he doesn’t need any help but that doesn’t stop Heather
from investigating.
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I voluntarily reviewed an Advance Reader Copy of this book.

Amy says

Christmas time in Hillside and Donut Delights is hopping with customers. When Eva shows Heather a
newspaper article about a local man that was murdered, she wants to know why Ryan never called or asked
for her help on the case. This case becomes a little more intriguing as the FBI is also involved.
Who will solve this murder first....Heather or the FBI agent?!
Great read and am loving Cupcake the cat more as her personality comes through.
Looking forward to the next book.

I voluntarily reviewed an Advanced Reader Copy of this book.

Sandy Bartles says

It is just a few days before Christmas and Heather Shepherd has all her shopping done. She is hanging
around Donut Delights enjoying the Christmas spirit. Of course we know things won't stay smooth sailing
for long. Her friend Eva brings an item in the newspaper to Heather's attention. A man died in his home a
week before Christmas. Entire family was home, but no one heard anything. Was it murder? Heather
manages to get herself put on the case to find out. But wait, the FBI is now involved in the case! I loved
watching Heather interact with the FBI and loved that we got to share some of their Christmas Day
festivities. I would love to see more family interaction.

I voluntarily reviewed an Advance Reader Copy of this book.

Shannon says

It's Christmas in Hillside but murder doesn't stop for the holidays. Even though Ryan would like Heather to
stay out of this investigation to focus on Lilly and the shop, she jumps in with both feet. Video surveillance
and family dynamics make for a very interesting puzzle. Oh! and the FBI is involved and don't want her
anywhere near this case. HA! What a mistake on their part! I love the characters in this book and that the
author makes you want to be a part of their lives and relationships. I do wish I knew of a donut shop like
Heather's, that's for sure!

* I voluntarily reviewed an Advance Reader Copy of this book.

Deborah F. Morales says

Great Christmas Book

I didn't read this installment during Christmas season, but any of the Donut Hole Cozy Mysteries is a good
book to get when you are in any busy time. They've all quick, light reading.
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Highly recommended series!!!

Katie says

Another quick cozy mystery of trying to figure out the motive. Just wish these books would include recipe of
featured doughnut!

Cheryl says

This time Heather has to deal with the FBI and the arrogant agent that tries to shut her down. Of course, that
doesn't work and she keeps investigating. Not sure if he figured out anything by himself or just took the
glory from hers. Either way this Christmas story has a great ending and a few twists as well.

Teri says

Eva shows Heather an article in the newspaper and finds out a local man was murdered and this after she met
his wife the same day. Why didn't Ryan call her to help out? She calls Ryan to find out and then is off to
meet up with him to solve the case but the FBI comes in and tells both her and Ryan to get lost. Will Heather
figure it out before the FBI so she can get back to Christmas with the family and friends.

Great read as always. Love this series by Susan Gillard and can't wait for more.

Sally Hannoush says

A quick fun cozy mystery. I read it in one sitting. I love Christmas themed books.

Lauren Dottin-Radel says

This book was ok but it wasnt the usual Susan Gillard to me. I honestly wanted to love this book but it was
just ok and started off very odd. Can't wait to read the next book.

Barbara Flowers says

Heather Shepherd notices her friend Eva reading a newspaper article about a murder in Hillside. It seems
Victor Hardbody was killed in his basement. His entire family was in the house at the time, but no one heard
anything. Another murder in Hillside isn't new, but Heather's police detective husband Ryan not only hasn't
asked her to consult on the case, he hasn't even told her about it. Heather soon discovers she has competition
on this case. The FBI is in town and has told the local PD to stand down.
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Heather and her friends are still busy making (and eating ) donuts in her busy shop and remain likeable after
31 books. Susan Gillard continues to develop her characters, but I wonder how many more murders Hillside
can stand.

I voluntarily reviewed an Advanced Reader Copy of this book.

Sharon says

Finally, Christmas has arrived at Hillside, Texas and donut baker, Heather Shepherd is busy baking donuts at
her donut shop, Donut Delights. She’s also getting presents and preparing for the big day’s festivities for her
family and many friends. Life might be hectic but Heather is happy.

As Heather was serving her best and favorite customer, Eva Schneider, she noticed that Eva seemed
concerned over something she was reading in the newspaper. There was yet another murder in their town. A
Hillside entrepreneur, Victor Hardbody, was murdered in his home with his whole family right there. Having
another murder in town was bad enough but Heather’s husband, Detective Ryan Shepherd, didn’t tell her
about it. Heather works for the Hillside Police Department as a private investigator and she wanted to know
why Ryan kept her in the dark.

Ryan explained that even though he wanted her help he also wanted to give Heather a little extra time for
other things she had to do for Christmas. Even though his heart was in the right place Heather still insisted
that she and her best friend and assistant, Amy Givens, look into Victor’s death.

Victor was strangled with the holiday lights. The thing that might give the murderer away was that Victor
was burned around the neck by them and the killer might have burns on their hands too.

The main suspects are of course the immediate family. Victor’s wife, Jennifer “Softie” Hardbody, and sons
Kenny and Junior Hardbody. Even though they all had an alibi of sorts they all also has some kind of burns
on them.

Upon investigating some more it was discovered that Victor was killed in the basement and the area was
made to look as if someone broke into it but there was no evidence of an intruder.

A few other interesting things were discovered like Softie Hardbody hired a private investigator because she
believed that Victor was cheating on her. Victor was also having some financial problems and owed a lot of
money on his business.

And making matters even worse is that the FBI is now on the case with agent Orchard, who does not want
the Hillside Police Department, and especially Heather, interfering.

Victor’s wife thought he was cheating on her, his sons hated him, and the FBI is involved. This is not going
to be an easy case for Heather to solve.

“Christmas Donut Murder” by author Susan Gillard is the 31st book in the donut hole cozy mystery series.
It’s yet another short fun novel to spend an evening reading. I have to say that Ms. Gillard’s characters have
some funny names - Softie Hardbody. Well, I think it’s funny.

If you’ve been reading this series this the most recent installment and it’s as yummy as all the others. It’s
always fun to see how Heather solves the many murders that happen in Hillside, Texas.
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“I voluntarily reviewed an Advance Reader Copy of this book.”

Cindy says

Awesome cover. Just reading these books makes me feel like I've gained 20 pounds. LOL Keep em coming.


