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Die Schwalbe, die Katze, die Rose und der Tod Håkan Nesser
Die Verbindung zwischen den einzelnen Opfern ist unklar. Doch als der ehemalige Kommissar Van
Veeteren widerwillig die Geborgenheit seines Antiquariats verlässt, um einigen mysteriösen Todesfällen
nachzugehen, stößt er schnell auf ein deutliches Muster aus der Bücherwelt. Blake. Musil. Rilke.
Offensichtlich ist der Mörder, den er sucht, belesen, denn die Decknamen, die er benutzt, sind literarische
Anspielungen, und die einzigen Spuren, die er hinterlässt, sind seltene Gedichtbände. Van Veeteren ahnt,
dass er es mit einem Mörder ungewöhnlichen Schlages zu tun hat.
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From Reader Review Die Schwalbe, die Katze, die Rose und der
Tod for online ebook

Lena says

"AMAZING" is probably half a star too strong for this - but it was an exceptionally good read, even better
than the last few I added. In this mystery, I started out not liking it too much - it seemed a bit predictable. But
it wasn't, and then I could not put it down. Then the same thing happened just before the ending - and again,
I was wrong.
Simply - the mystery was beautifully plotted. The characters were believable, likable, and down-to-earth.
The ending was totally satisfying, in that it matched the characters as they developed, and it seemed that
justice was done - although not predictably. I look forward to reading all of the books written by this author.

Mosco says

[A me non piacciono i gialli che finiscono con il lettore che ne sa un bel po' di più degli investigatori! Si, lo
psicopatico è stato individuato e non è più in grado di nuocere. Ma i poliziotti arrivano tardi. E han capito
metà di quel che è successo. Perché mai, per esempio, ha fatto fuori Monica? Noi lo sappiamo, loro no.
Perché diavolo è diventato matto? A noi viene raccontato i poliziotti restano

Alessia Scurati says

Finito questo volume, ho abbassato il voto al precedente romanzo della serie.
Motivo: il primo che ho letto mi era piaciuto molto; il secondo (appunto) una noiosità bestiale; questo è stato
di nuovo molto piacevole.
Allora, forse il motivo è che se i romanzi sono la serie di Van Veeteren, il buon Van Veeteren serve a far
amare di più la storia. Anche se il commissario non è più commissario, ma venditore di libri antichi.

Trama senza eccessivi spoiler: Martina, donna bipolare, vedova con figlia a carico, inizia a frequentare
Benjamin. Uomo talmente affascinante che anche Monica, la figlia sedicenne, inizia ad avere una relazione
sessuale con lui. Solo che, nessuna delle due lo sa, ma il bel signore è in realtà uno strangolatore seriale.
Il lettore lo sa perché il primo capitolo lo rivela, quindi ho evitato di raccontarvi le altre 500 e passa pagine -
del torbido triangolo amoroso è latrice la quarta di copertina.

Per quanto riguarda la narrazione, funziona molto il cambio di prospettiva: i capitoli sono raccontati
cambiando la prospettiva, dall’assassino, alle vittime, alla polizia che indaga. Per essere un romanzo di 500 e
passa pagine la tensione narrativa resta sempre alta. Tranne che sul finale, quando si inizia a prevedere come
finirà il tutto con una cinquantina di pagine di anticipo.
Non ho apprezzato l’escamotage della personificazione della Nemesi.
Evito di raccontare troppo, però: (SPOILER) la vendetta femminista anche no.
Voto in meno.
Un bel giallone nordico solido, pieno di personaggi irritanti che con queste temperature va perfetto per le ore
tra le due e le quattro quando noi vampiri non possiamo andare a prendere il sole, quindi si sta in hotel con
l’aria condizionata aspettando le sei per andare a fare il bagno. Io ci tengo al mio pallore, fa nobile della
Transilvania.
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Maria João Fernandes says

Demasiado tempo. Tanto na história, como na vida real passou demasiado tempo, durante qual me fui
dedicando a outras leituras, deixando o serial killer, os detectives e as suas vidas pessoais em "stand by"
vezes sem conta.Sou uma pessoa impaciente por natureza e naturalmente insatisfeita e, neste momento, o
género policial não me estimula o suficiente para me elevar o espírito (que é o que a leitura me faz sempre,
pelo menos quando vale o meu tempo). Há alguns meses que sinto necessidade de histórias diferentes,
géneros diferentes, autores diferentes. Porém, aqui estou eu, a escrever uma opinião de mais um policial, mas
não vou falar do seu enredo ou personagens, como fiz com os anteriores livros desta série do Hakan Nesser,
que apesar do que disse continua a ser um dos meus escritores de policiais preferido. Este livro é um pouco
mais do mesmo dos que o antecederam, ainda que, e isto é importante, tenha uma qualidade comparável à do
Henning Mankel. O problema não é do livro, é meu. Entendam-me: nem o maior orador de todos os tempos
consegue convencer um público com as suas palavras, se esse público não estiver na mesma sala onde expõe
o seu discurso. Se o Hakan Nesser está na cozinha, eu estou na casa de banho. É mesmo assim.

Cliff says

Although the cover bears the words' An Inspector van Veeteren Mystery', the said Inspector does very little
detecting until about the last 5th of the book, although he does appear from time to to time in his bookshop
and it is his inability to talk to a priest, due to having to run off to a dentist appointment, which effectively
starts the train of events which provide the main part of the narrative. That having been said, I did enjoy the
book, having read its 800 odd pages in less than 48 hours. The locale of the story, and of all the van Veeteren
books, is vague, Brian Butler in his blog, 'You couldn't make it up' says 'The series takes place in an
unnamed northern European country that at various times resembles Sweden, Germany, Norway and even
the Netherlands. The characters, places and locations switch between Swedish, Dutch and German names.' I
have mixed feelings about this as I do like books such as this to have defined sense of place. In my own
mind, I plumped for The Netherlands, if only because of the number of double vowels in names! I did enjoy
the style of writing which at times verges on the jokey, particularly when police officers are talking to each
other, or their actions are being described. I assume that a sense of humour is vital when dealing with the
sorts of horrers this book does describe (although not in the kind of detail some writers indulge in). I'll be
looking ou for more of van Veeteren and his roll your own cigarettes.

Thomas Edmund says

Its been a while since I've read a book that is so completely "what just happened here?" Stranger's
Honeymoon is book 9 of Van Veeteren mysteries but I don't think reading the prior 8 would have made
things any better.

Published in 2001, but only translated into english 2013 The Stranger's Honeymoon does start with some
promise. [This seems to happen alot, has everyone started purposely fooling the reading public by sucking
them in with good intros?] A young lady starts to suspect he mother's lover is 99% more crazy than first
thought, and the mother ends up dead, Veeteren starts to investigate.
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Then what? The rest of the book was unrememberable discussions between police officials, an
indecipherable connection to the StoneMasons was made (Girl With Dragon Tattoo this was not) until finally
Veeteren engages in what has to be the stupidest approach to a potential serial killer ever - ringing him on the
phone and confronting him about discrepancies in his academic thesis.

A theme of Olives permeates the book, wasn't sure if this was a Veeteren thing or I just missed the
symbolism in the cruddy writing.

I suspect in the end what I'm missing is that Nesser has simply been making money of a famous literary
character (rather than quality writing), and due to the success of "Nordic Noir" in English speaking countries
the publisher has tried to translate that success, bringing new meaning to the phrase 'lost in translation'

Pati says

The best and only interesting part of this book is Van Veeteren...he is brillant character and special kind of
humour what i always like.Whole story was...very simply and nothing WOW here..The end-one big stupid
story.This book was also too fat,sometimes dialouges were too long,too boring.The whole secret of this story
was very simply and doesnt need over 500pages to be discovered.I enjoyed parts with Van Veeteren.And
only because of that i gave 3 stars.

Billyf27 says

I loved this book. Nesser's books are one of my favorites, everyone is better then the one before it. The
translation is so smooth you can't notice that it has been translated. The plot believable and compelling. I
couldn't put it down. I can't wait for the next translation.

Raven says

It's always such a treat being immersed back into Hakan Nesser's carefully crafted world of detection and
intuition, and with reading the whole series to date I am always left with a feeling after each, that the one just
finished is now my favourite/the best of the series. The Strangler's Honeymoon does little to buck this trend,
as I will say confidently that this could now be my favourite/the best...

There is something hypnotic about the gentle ease in which Nesser immerses you in one compelling thriller
after another, and the refreshing attitude that he brings to the genre that not all detectives need to be either (a)
prone to ludicrous bouts of reasoning and actions that are implausible or thrusting them into laughably
dangerous situations that stretch our credibility or (b) are overly encumbered with emotional baggage to
make them more interesting or dynamic to the reader. Aside from Moreno's natural cautiousness towards
affairs of the heart, the central players in Nesser's world are unerringly likeable, empathetic and effortlessly
engage the reader in their personal and professional lives, inveigling us completely in their methods of
detection and the natural progressions of their investigations. On the subject of character, as much as I
enjoyed The Weeping Girl and the more central role played by DI Ewa Moreno, I'm sure I was not alone in
slightly pining for the appearance or intervention of her mentor Van Veeteren, now spending his days
surrounded by antiquarian books, but still eager to exercise the little grey cells of detection. Van Veeteren is
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an integral player throughout the novel, as a young priest troubled by a confession, wends his way to our
retired detective's door knowing of the man's former reputation, drawing our old favourite into Moreno's and
her colleagues investigation into the murder of an emotionally unstable woman and the disappearance of her
teenage daughter. Once again we see the steely mental cogs of Van Veeteren's intuitive mind that aid his
former colleagues' investigation, but which are so inviting to us as readers as we are almost trying to solve
the case at the same speed as our ardent detectives. The whole novel is tinged with the nuances of Van
Veeteren's wonderful character and his natural wit and intelligence and supplanted with clever little
references to the literary world that aid his methods of deduction, and add additional points of interest to this
wholly engaging tale of obsession and murder.

Nesser's pacing of the plot is once again perfect, and the tying of the sunsoaked brutal opening scene to the
final images of the novel provide a parentheses around the richly unwinding story of the life and times of a
murderer, across split time frames, that unfolds gradually between the changes of location. This ebb and flow
between different locations and periods is beautifully handled throughout, and Nesser's depiction of a
particularly manipulative and remorseless killer is truly chilling, with a nice play on the old adage, hell hath
no fury....

All in all another completely satisfying addition to one of my favourite series, unhindered by the usual
cliches of the Scandinavian/European crime genre, that as readable as they are have become almost de rigeur
of this genre. A marvellous series indeed.

Kulaprabha Marlene says

This is the third Hakan Nesser book I've read and I'm now a confirmed fan. I had some doubts after the first
book I read because of the way the reader knows more than the police so it's not so much a Whodunnit as a
police procedural plot. All three books I've read now work in the same way but Nesser knows how to keep
the tension and mystery going even though, at any given point in the book, he has told me more than he has
told Van Veeteren, Munster and the others!

Shannon says

I enjoyed this one the best - the series keeps getting better and better as it progresses. I remember when I first
started the series, it seemed so dark and depressing but VV has grown and the group he worked/works with
is a great collection of detectives with interesting personalities. As far as the story goes, it revolves around a
serial killer and his actions over the course of 6 years. He's unique in how he selects his victims but really the
bottom line is that he's a first class nut case but very intelligent. The disposition of the killer himself is
resolved but many other strings just hang out there for your own thoughts on how those people fared after the
conclusion. Highly recommend this one!

Richard says

Saved this for my recent holiday; a long book but I knew i wouldn't really wish to put it down once I started
reading this latest Nesser. Plus Van Veeteren is back.
What an engrossing novel is The Strangler's Honeymoon; beautifully crafted and originally created around a
serial killer plot with a difference. We follow in present time and historically a killing spree which seems to
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go unchecked, and where detective agencies appear baffled and unable to solve any crime let alone see a link
between the murders.
Nesser is a master storyteller who demonstrates all his skills in this tightly plotted and cleverly assembled
crime thriller/police procedural.
In fictional Maardam the team of detectives are well established; moving on following the retirement of Van
Veeteran and recent books in this series have highlighted their skills. However, their present enquiries are
becalmed; we read of a murderer who appears endowed with uncanny luck and good fortune while the police
remain baffled without a name or details pertaining to any suspect.
This is a complex story that is never over complicated for the reader; you do not have to return to earlier
chapters to recall characters or advance the plot. The author writes clearly in a fresh and compelling manner
that enables the reader to feel fully involved and the events recounted are all the more scary in that it reflects
every day life. You are hooked as with all of Nesser's books, and keen to learn the conclusion of his stories.
This appears a long read but when the book ends you will wish like me that it could have continued for a 100
pages or more.
Never a slog, the pages fly by and is enjoyable throughout. A wonderful dark story filled with believable
characters who populate every chapter of this excellent book.
This is an obvious modern working of the tremendous Swedish legacy which has its roots in the Inspector
Beck series by Maj Sjöwall and Per Wahlöö.
It elevates still further the outstanding Scandinavian Crime Fiction we all delight to read; Nesser is a firm
favourite of mine and this stunning novel can only add to his personal kudos and established reputation
bringing new fans to him and this genre.

Reinhold says

Seltsamer Titel aber guter Roman

Wenn man den Titel dieses Romans liest, wundert man sich, was das denn nun wieder werden soll. Nun die
Rose und der Tod stammen aus einem Gedicht, das für den Mörder und ein Opfer eine Rolle spielt und die
Schwalbe wird von van Veeterens Katze gefressen. Beides eigentlich Nebensächlichkeiten, zumindest für die
Geschichte, denn diese dreht sich um einen frauenmordenden Psychopaten der es nicht verkraften kann,
wenn er abgelehnt wird. Dennoch handelt es sich offenbar um einen hochintelligenten Mann, denn die
einzige Spur führt mitten in einen akademischen Zirkel von Freimaurern.

Sprachlich ist das Buch großartig, das Lesen dieses Werkes wäre stellenweise auch ohne Handlung
hochinteressant. Die Beschreibungen sind wunderbar illustrierte Bilder die in ihrer stilistischen Vielfältigkeit
ihresgleichen suchen. Ein Teil des Titels stammt wie gesagt aus einer Szene in der van Veeterens Kater eine
Schwalbe fängt; die hochkarätige Schilderung dieses Kapitel zeigt welch großer Erzähler Nesser ist. Auch
der Übersetzerin ist ein hervorragender Job gelungen, sie konnte einigen Wortwitz in die deutsche
Übersetzung mitnehmen. Der Plot der Geschichte, der immer wieder Rückblicke in die Geschichte des
Mörders erlaubt, ist recht gut gelungen - vielleicht nicht der beste Plot aller Zeiten, aber dennoch deutlich
besser als der durchschnittliche Erzählfluss. Ein Schwachpunkt bleibt hierbei jedoch hängen und das ist die
zu dürftige Erzählung des Hintergrundes des Täters. Hier hätte Nesser mehr schreiben sollen um sich den
fünften Stern zu verdienen. Ein weiterer typischer Aspekt von Nesser ist der häufige Perspektivenwechsel,
oft innerhalb weniger Absätze. Diese Technik hat er allerdings so gut entwickelt, dass aus einer Unart eine
wahre Kunst wurde - bei Nesser ist dies niemals störend, sondern im Gegenteil immer eine Bereicherung.

Die Personen sind großteils gut gezeichnet, dies bezieht sich vor allem auf die Protagonisten. Der
psychopathische Mörder, wird zwar auch sehr gut und detailliert geschildert, der Hintergrund seiner
Persönlichkeitsstörung wird allerdings nicht ausreichend herausgearbeitet. Nichtsdestotrotz: Nesser lässt den
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Leser an den Leben und Gedanken vieler seiner Personen teilhaben. Dazu trägt einerseits die oben erwähnte
Technik der Perspektivenwechsel bei, vor allem aber wird dies durch seine akribische Schilderung der
Personen und Situationen erreicht.

Ingrid says

Von diesem Autor habe ich bis jetzt noch nichts gelesen. Dieser Roman hat sich durch seine gut
durchgearbeitete Struktur beeindruckt. Einen Krimi mit soviel Tiefgang ohne dabei zu langweilen ist selten.
Das Ende hätte ich persönlich vielleicht anders gestaltet, aber es paßt zum Rest des Buches.

Ellen says

The Strangler's Honeymoon by Hakan Nesser.

This was the 9th in the chief Inspector Van Veeteren series and my 9th. This was the longest of all the books
in this series and being a die hard fan of the Inspector's I plunged right in.

Van Veeteren is retired which consists of working in an antiquarian bookstore. His former colleagues are up
to their necks in unsolved strangulation murders of women. There's been 4 at last count and then that horrific
"accident" involving the Reinhardt. Try as they might no one seems to be getting anywhere in identifying
this murderer.

That's when Van Veeteren is asked to assist on a full time basis. A bit reluctant at first but his instincts are
calling him into the hunt. Van Veeteren takes the lead and the hunter becomes the hunted.

The is author deserves so much more than 5 stars. All characters those from past stories as well as the new
are clearly described. The thinking of each persons mind as it relates to the story and to each other made
book all the more enjoyable.


