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Barry Pierce says

A Doll'sHouse OO OO

There's areason why thisis one of the most performed playsin the world. It's just wonderful. | mean, who
doesn't love that ending? It's so subversive (especially for the time). Thisisthe best play in this collection.

Ghosts OO

| didn't really care for this one. It bored me. | understand itsinclusion because of the slight parallels with A
Doll's House but otherwise it isn't anything spectacular.

Hedda Gabler OO0

I went into this book thinking that Hedda Gabler was going to be the one that blew me away because well...
it's Hedda Gabler. However while | did enjoy it, it wasn't exactly amazing. It reminded me alot of Chekhov's
The Seagull (which | think is a better play) and that comparison may have affected my enjoyment of this
work.

TheMaster Builder O OO0

My favourite play from this collection. It'salot more "talkie" than the others and | really enjoy that. While
the ending is a bit... odd, it's still wonderfully tragic and stayed in my mind longer than the other three plays.

Michael Reffold says

Ibsen always reminds me of a more earnest Chekhov - a Chekhov with less humour but more emotion. Four
great female roles at the centre of each of these plays. even The Master Builder is more about Hilde than the
male title character.

Samantha says

A second time round, reading these four plays. My first time was as ateen. | noticed different thingsin the
plays this time but enjoyed just as much. I'm sure I'll re-read again at some point.

Ibsen does agood job of questioning social conventions.

Shanti says

Well written but also terrifying { note | just read Hedda Gabler for school}
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Alex says

Holy crap, Ibsen is good. | read Hedda Gabler and Doll's House from this collection. Both feature strong
femal e protagonists who are dissatisfied with the lives they feel trapped in. Both women insist on making
something remarkable happen in their mundane worlds; | bsen wants to remind us that extraordinary things
can happen even in the most ordinary of families, where that seems almost impossible. Thustheline, "But,
good God, people don't do such things!", which shows up at least twice in each play.

Hedda Gabler is sometimes called the female Hamlet, which seems a bit unnecessary. | mean, | get it. Both
characters are lost and depressed and searching for something they're not quite sure of. But to me she seems
more like Dorothea, the heroine of Middlemarch. Both marry stuffy, oblivious academics, and both yearn for
something more out of life. Hedda Gabler is an image of what might have happened to Dorothea, had she
been less strong and principled.

| had the good fortune to be able to compare Jens Arup's Hedda Gabler trandation, included here, with
Michael Meyer's, Meyer'sis worlds better than Arup's. It's not even close. McFarlane's trand ation of Doll's
House isthe only one I've read, and it came across well, but | would say that given the information | have
right now, Meyer's my homeboy.

Nadia says

A brilliant playwright, Ibsen, no wonder hisworks are still played today. A very powerful voice and a
surprisingly modern one too.

Lisa says

Henrik Ibsen, like his countrymen today, was ahead of histime. The four plays published in this book were
written nearly 100 years ago. Nevertheless, they would be forward thinking in these times. Thisis definitely
worth reading and re-reading.

The Fat says

A Doll'sHouse - Ibsen's signature play, which is definitely a bit of a shame as he has much stronger other
works, but thisis a nice introduction to what | consider the dominant theme of hiswork; the individual
working to be the best version of themselves they can be and society's attempts to crush that. 4 stars.

Ghosts - Much better than | remembered, | love the descriptions of the weather and all the saucy family
dramalol, however the characters were some of his least interesting during this period. 4 stars.

Hedda Gabler - His second best play (after Peer Gynt) and one that struck me even more on reread. Hedda is
awonderfully despicable and fascinating character. 5 stars.
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The Master Builder - All the talk of trolls and castlesin the sky isirresistible. 5 stars.

Steven says

| read this because afriend is directing an adaptation of "Ghosts" for the stage. Ironically, | found that play
the least intriguing of this collection. However, they were all compelling and | found the collection to be a
page-turner.

Ibsen's characters are a bit complex. They screw up, they torture themselves over screwing up, and their
relationships with one another are messy, to say the least. They also tend to wax philosophical over the twists
and turnsin their lives or suffer from frank mental iliness. Thisis somewhat dark stuff; no airy flights of
fancy leading to predictable happy endings here... it's not light reading, but it is engrossing stuff. Marriage, in
particular, is presented as aless than blissful state.

Also noticeable? The women. And what women they are! Liberated? Well, not exactly, but shrewd and
unwilling to be mere victims of the men around them for sure... Hedda Gabler, in particular, is quite a
dame... Ibsen is great at characterization.

Thisislayered material. There are little details in the dialogue and scenes that one can easily missif one
reads this materia superficially. Skipping even aline or two may mean that you miss the very essence of a
certain character so if you dive into this be prepared to give it your attention, and you will be rewarded.

Ibsen earned his accolades. I'm glad | discovered some of hiswork.

Keera says

| was required to read A Doll's House and Hedda Gabler in schoal. | really enjoyed both, so I'm considering
finishing the other two at some other point.

A Doll'sHouse

| don't think | can explain my love for Nora at the end of this play. The other characters are mere shadows to
the development of her character. The symbolism of thetitle, and the ending were just perfect. Having read
the aternate ending, | can't imagine it ending any other way. Certainly in rea life and at presnt time period,
this ending would have to be looked at in atotally different way, but without those considerations, and
seeing the main message makes this a must-read even today, in my opinion.

My rating: 5/5

Hedda Gabler

The namesake of this play has got to be one of the most terrifying characters | have ever read about. Maybe
it's because | wasn't expecting it, as | began the play without any prior knowledge. | think what truly makes
Hedda such a frightening character is the fact that the audience lacks the ability to see inside her head. Thus,
we only view her actions, and must depend on hearing her voiced opinions. Ibsen deserves credit for making
such an astonishing and horrible character into a believable woman. Honestly, she is such a perfect character
to hate and the end fits so wonderfully with her previous words and actions.

However, the main detractor of the play for me was that | was often confused about what was going on
between the male characters/distinguishing in particular Brack and Loveborg except at the very last act.
Perhaps | didn't pay enough attention, but when we would go over certain thingsin class, | would realize |
had completely missed an important detail. Also, | would have loved to see Mademoiselle Dianain action!
My Rating: 4.5/5
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Richard says

Ibsen: So what? There's clearly some magjor historical importance to these plays, but their "political” content
trumps their "poetic" content to such a degree that in the end, to me as a"modern” reader, I'm left with a
fedling that while I've experienced some kind of exquisite Aristotalean perfection of tragic "form", that's
about it - plus | get that with Greek tragedy, and they have so much "poetic” value. Sure - Noras behavior at
the end of The Doll House is "shocking" - and we can go on al day about whether sheisa"good person” or
a"bad person”, but intheend | felt like rolling my eyes - isit just me? Hedda Gabler seemed like the best of
the lot, some quite complex themes going on, but the ending was so pathetic, if you're going to be Lady
Macbeth, go insane or go out in a blaze of glory. The Master Builder had some intriguing bizarre
conversations between Solness and Hilde but in the end again, a boring, faux-deep ending. Anyway, this
seems to be necessary reading to understand the convulsions at the end of the Victorian Era, as these plays
are discussed everywhere, but its modern applicability is limited. | will take Galsworthy over [bsen any day.
Anyway, on the plus side, great train reading, and the stage directions were interesting.

David says

In the 1980s BBC production of 1bsen's Ghosts, Judi Dench plays Mrs. Alving—that stiff-upper-lipped
endurer of endless misfortune—as a sniping, often sarcastic adversary to self-righteous, simple-minded
Pastor Manders (Michael Gambon), who arrives at her home to conduct business but also to needle her about
her moral failings. | read the play immediately before watching the film, and | have to confess that wasn't at
al how | pictured Mrs. Alving. Either because of my faltering skills of inference or the many interpretive
possibilities, | imagined Mrs. Alving combating Pastor Manders' authority with a sort of equanimity. There's
no contesting the fact that Mandersis (in the common parlance) ajerk and somewhat of an idiot (to the
extent that he can't decipher Engstrand's motives), and there's nothing a jerk hates more than being unable to
'reach’ avictim with his or her insults or judgments. (From this knowledge is derived the contemporary
admonition not to feed internet trolls—because they ‘win' only if they get areaction.) To that end, | pictured
Mrs. Alving responding to Pastor Manders admonishments in a seemingly pleasant and even voice, with a
pretense to acquiescence, while all the while she develops an implicit case against the religious and moral
authority that the pastor represents.

| bring this up to highlight the uniqueness of reading plays. These are texts that are intended to be acted out
and are often skeletal in design to alow directors, actors, set designers, and so on to add flesh to the story.
(Admittedly, Henrik Ibsen attempts to control the set designers to an often ridicul ous degree with detailed
descriptions, but the dialogue in his playsis generally presented neutrally.)

When you read a play, you are compelled to direct it yourself (in your mind). Y ou might argue that that's true
of novels and short stories as well—and that's of course true, but to alesser extent. Thereisusualy alot
more exposition and description in a story to make the narrative more specific in the reader's mind (unless
you're reading, say, Hemingway). In most plays, many literalized cues are absent, and thisis a good
thing—in that it accommodates the creativity of those who put on the play.

I think thisis especially relevant to Ibsen because | have watched a filmed adaptation of each one of these
plays since | finished them, and all of them—except Hedda Gabler (which | think is the weakest of the four
included in this volume)—'felt' very different from what | imagined.

Symptomatic of their era, the four plays rely heavily on (sometimes pained) narrative contrivances. These are
harder to 'reconcil€' when you only read the naked lines on the page, but when an actor or actress effectively
embodies the psychology that results from these contrivances, they're so much easier to swallow.
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| have previously reviewed another edition of A Doll's House on thiswebsite. | referred to Noraas a'twit' in
that review. But that's of course because of how | was predisposed to direct her in my mind—which surely
isn't to discount the fact that Norais intended to seem flighty and childlike early on in the play. But when
Noraisrendered ‘human' in a production (in this case, by Claire Bloom in the 1970s version), her traits
become less conceptual than an actual iteration of very real human idiosyncrasy.

| enjoyed reading all of these plays and forming ideas of them in my mind, but Hedda Gabler doesn't feel
sufficiently nuanced to me. The text doesn't allow enough room for an actress to make the title character
anything but one-note. | wish there were alittle more evidence of vulnerability in her, but she comes across
as mainly villainous because her predicament (her indolence, her desire to wield psychological power) isn't
explored. In the 1960s version, Ingrid Bergman played the role pretty much exactly as | imagined—and as
the dialogue seems to demand.

The most puzzling play in the group is The Master Builder, which isfilled with ambiguities | haven't fully
reckoned with yet. It will take another reading and (I hope) afew more productions of the play to wrap my
mind around it. It seems to take place almost in a quasi-reality, embedded with symbolism | haven't really
unraveled yet. The play's message, at first glance, seems contradictory, quarreling with itself... but this might
be one of its strengths.

Devon Flaherty says

| can’'t say that | enjoyed these plays too much. Ibsen and | diverge too much in our basic ideas of the world.
What he calls bravery, | call cowardice, and vice versa. What he calls virtue, | call selfishness, and again vice
versa. But | will try to assess them from aliterary perspective, aswell as ataste one, especialy
understanding that many of his morals are the morals of my own society.

Henrik Ibsen was a Norwegian man born in 1828, who, as Oxford World's Classics putsit, was a playwright
with “aperiod of sustained creative endeavor unparalleled in the history of modern theater and one which
gave awhole new impetus and direction to the drama of the twentieth century.” Whew. His most famous
play, “A Doll’sHouse,” was published in 1879, and began his career as a public menace, the object of
outrage. His plays started the stage in Scandinavia, where they met with wide public debate, and in Germany
the ending was (forced to be) re-wrote. It took until 1889 for the play to reach London, where its fame
preceded it. Amid criticism and hostility were support and love, and Ibsen would continue as a public topic
of polarized debate for his career. Ibsen knew his plays, their topics, and his “stark” treatment of them were
inciting, but he sought truth at all cost, and dealt openly with subjects like commercia hypocrisy, religious
intolerance, political expediency, conventional morality, and established authority (including man’s authority
over woman). As time continued, he moved from the public sphere of conflict to apersonal one, where his
charactersincreasingly wrestled with temperamental and sexual incompatibility, magnetism, force, their
unconscious mind, and dreams and visions. Overall, hiswriting was not only an impetus for social change,
but also a game-changer in the arena of theater, where he excelled at using subtleties in language to an extent
no one before had ever done before.

The “period of sustained creative endeavor unparalleled in the history of modern theater” began in 1877 and
lasted until 1892. The four plays| read were pairs of plays at the beginning (almost) and end of this period.
“A Doll’sHouse” was meant to culminate in “Ghosts,” and “Hedda Gabler” and “The Master Builder”
were-as | have heard the phrase before—spiritual sisters.

| have been doing alot of thinking about plays as literature, lately (which may be revisited when | review
“Hamlet”). It is not quite adequete to read a play, exactly. | would think that in almost all circumstance, plays
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are truly realized when they are performed. However, asthisis a book blog and plays are often included in
lists of novels/great literature, | will review them as| would anovel. If | easily encounter performances of
them, | will review those as well. Almost any decent play can become great in the hands of a masterful
director, actors, and set artist, and likewise can fall flat without them.

Asfor Ibsen’s plays, | find his characters to be unbelievable, especially one of the shining stars of hisfame
and accomplishments, NoraHelmer. | guess what | find most obnoxious about these charactersis the speed
with which they do things, which could be blamed on the necessity of story and play-writing, or it could be
that the characters do not show significant glimmers of what they are to suddenly and so surprisingly
become. Nora, for example, is this flitting, domestic plaything (thus the title) for nine-tenths of the play,
unable to see her own mistakes and the seriousness of the looming catastrophe ahead. Then, all of a sudden,
sheisamost advanced, thoughtful, determined individual, come to drastic acts with absolutely no passion
and able to express her inmost fedings and will to her husband without missing abeat. I've beenin
arguments. They don’t go like that.

Ibsen has also said of his own work that his plays do not make statements, they just pose questions. Itis
unfortunate that authors can not know their own work or impact as well as they might like (me and everyone
else included), but | don’t buy this assessment for a second. It is historically interesting that he considered his
plays questions, but they are very clearly works of value statements and modes for societal change (whichis
exactly what they became.) With lines like “If I’m ever going to reach any understanding of myself and the
things around me, | must learn to stand alone,” would you believe his plays are unbiased vignettes,
wondering about human nature, and nothing more?

Andfinaly, | have to come back to this matter of taste. Ibsen, as might have been necessary in someone
pushing toward individualism and equality in the 1800s, makes selfishness the knight in shining armor of his
plays. | can't enjoy story lines where such individuality is honored above duty and community and a moral
compass; it’sjust not something | believe and so | find Ibsen’ s heroes and heroines unpal atable. In some
stories, that’s okay, but Ibsen’s plays are constructed around the ideal, a pleasurable inoculation of them, so
it's much harder than having, for example, anovel where one of the characters commits suicide (afavorite of
his) and another runs away (another favorite), and the novel’ s judgement remains unclear or backward from
what the reader might have picked. Let’s face it; we expect the just desserts of characters to line up with our
morals, or else we have thisthing called dissatisfaction. Only avery talented author can make characters so
complex that we are willing to stay judgement for love of the character or some other dearly held ideal: that’'s
when literature can bend our future ideas, not when we are presented with characters that shock us and then
merrily get the opposite of what we think they deserve.

For all that, | enjoy the story lines of some of his plays, especialy “A Doll’sHouse.” Others were much less
dramatic and, | would go so far, boring (namely “ Ghosts’). Again, it’s only historically interesting Ibsen
thought “ Ghosts’ was the culmination of “A Doll’s House,” because “House” is clearly the masterpiece of
the two, better in every way | can think of. It'sdramatic. It sinteresting. It has several different plots
interweaving on one stage, in one set, in just afew virtua days.

“A Doll’s House”

Like | said, | really enjoy the story of this play, but | find the outcome less than satisfying. | was also
astonished by how many lines and ideas have become part of our culture. To wit (just from Nora' slinesin
the last scene): “1 have never understood you, either—until tonight,” “1’ve been greatly wronged, Torvald,”
“You two never loved me,” “It' s your fault that I’ ve never made anything of my life,” “I thought | was
[happy], but | wasn’t really,” “1 must take steps to educate myself,” “ That’s something | must do on my
own,” “I must learn to stand alone,” “All | know isthat thisis necessary for me,” “I have another duty
equally sacred ... My duty to myself,” “I have to think things out for myself,” “I believe that first and
foremost | am an individual,” 1 don’t really know what religionis,” and “But | can't help it. | don’t love you
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anymore.” It's probably difficult to remove ourselves enough from the twenty-first to the nineteenth century
to see what kind of statements these were, back then, but it seemsthat | am still hearing the echoes of 1bsen
every day, at al levels of our society. That is quite something.

“Miserableas| am, I’'m quite ready to let things drag on aslong as possible. All my patients are the dame.
Even those with moral affliction are no different” (pl18).

“Ah, Torvald, you are not the man to teach me to be a good wife to you” (p81).
“Ghosts’

Sorry, but | found this play to be alot of talking with no purpose. Boring. | can barely remember what it
wasn't about.

“My dear lady, there are many occasionsin life when one must rely on others. That’s the way of the world,
and things are best that way. How else would society manage?’ (p102).

“All of this demanding to by happy in life, it's all part of this same wanton idea. What right have people to
happiness? No, we have our duty to do, Mrs. Alving” (p113).

“Hedda Gabler”

Alright, back to interesting. Again, can’'t agree with half of what Ibsen implies, but at least thereis avibrant
plot(s) here. | imagine you could put on quite a show with this play.

“Because we men, you know, we' re not always so firm in our principles as we ought to be” (p237).
“1’d sooner die! / People say such things, but they never do them” (p262).

“One generally acquiesces in what isinevitable’ (p262).

“The Master Builder”

A mildly interesting play with somewhat interesting characters. Funny that “ The Master Builder” is
considered the culmination of “Hedda Gabler,” when “ Gabler” was far superior.

“It’ s fantastic the number of devilsthere are in the world you never even see, Hildel” (p323).
“Or if one had areally tough and vigorous conscience. So that one dared to do what one wanted” (p323).

In away, reading Ibsen islike seeing ourselvesin a cracked, Victorian mirror. If, indeed, these plays were
just questions, then my questions are these: |s Norathe heroine? Or Kristine? And does “Hedda Gabler”
have ahero at all?

*kkk*k

Despite plenty of online photos of productions of these plays, | found only one video | could get my hands
on, which is the Anthony Hopkins version of A Doll’s House (1973). And actualy, | really enjoyedit. |
thought that what Hopkins did for Torvald was a sight to behold, making the viewer sympathetic to him. And
Claire Bloom actually welds Nora s flightiness and her final conclusions together. It' s really wonderful
acting. My only disappointment was the age of Doctor Rank. The guy played it well, but he was much too
old to create much sexual tension between him and Nora (although they managed it fairly well, anyhow). If
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you are interested in plays or Ibsen, | would recommend this one. (It doesn’t view like a modern movie, as
much).

***REVIEW WRITTEN FOR THE STARVING ARTIST BLOG.

L aura says

There is no doubt that Ibsen is one of the greatest playwrights. Reading him for the first timewas a
wonderful experience, and it must be very exciting to see his plays on stage.

On Ghosts:

A widow, Mrs. Alving, hasto face the fact that her son, Oswald, has inherited syphilis from his father,
Captain Alving. Captain Alving is deceased and is mentioned throughout the play, and it follows that Mrs.
Alving did not have the courage to leave her husband when she should have done so. Ibsen attacks
nineteenth century attitudes regarding marriage, hypocrisy, religion, etc. Mrs. Alving has avery curious
mind. While thisis probably there bleakest Ibsen play | have read so far, | thought it was brilliant. They way
Ibsen stages realism is wonderful. "l almost think we are all of us ghosts." This means we are haunted by our
past, with ideas and beliefs. A society cannot go on believing in old ideas, and thisis further discussed in
Ibsen's play An Enemy of the People.

On The Master Builder:
Thisisaplay in which an aging architect accidentaly kills himself while trying to impress a young woman.
All hisfortuneis built off of afamily tragedy, and it isvery ironic. It'slonely at the top.

On Hedda Gabler:

In my opinion, thisis Ibsen's best work. It is astirring, thought-provoking drama. It involves an unhappy
marriage, which | found very similar to Madame Bovary, although Hedda Gabler isfar better. Heddaisa
manipulative character. She destroys and manipulates to get what she wants but she livesin areality which
she cannot accept.

"It's aliberation to know that an act of spontaneous courage is yet possiblein thisworld. An act that has
something of unconditional beauty."
-Henrik Ibsen, Hedda Gabler

On A Dall'sHouse:

| read this play in adifferent addition. This one also offered the alternate ending, where Nora does not leave
her husband and children. He was forced to change the ending when they were doing a production of the
play in Germany, and the leading actress insisted that she would not play the role of Nora unless Ibsen
changed the ending. He did so under much pressure, and very reluctantly too. Ibsen encourages women to
find their own selves and to think for themselves. Norais married to a narrow-minded man, Torvald, who
cannot tolerate her independence or decision making. Ibsen exposes middle class hypocrisy and encourages
society to seethe reality and not the ideal. Norafinally confronts the reality of the life she has lived for eight
years and famously slams the door when Torvald thinks about "the miracle of miracles.” | liked the character
development and the symbolism.

Thisis my first time reading Ibsen and | have to say the experience was wonderful. | would recommend him
to anyone.
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Sophie says

A Doll'sHouse

KOoIVeviK? KpITIK? e 201 TNG TN SUVORIK? TV (ELYOPIA, TA XP2UATA KOt TN SAVOUN TIOU
@?pvouv, Tn 6701 TN¢ yuva2Kag, Ta KAB?KOVTA Kal TIC LTIOXPE?CEIC TNG ATTVAVTI OTHV KOIVWv 2,
OAA? KOl aTtvavTl oTo o?2(Ly? NG

Me tnv TP?AANAN OVAVKWON TV BPIKOA?KWY Kal TOL KOUKA?GTITOU Ol OUOI 2TNTEC 2TaV
TEPIOCC?TEPO TIP?ONAEC, TO HOT?B0 cLVEX?(OVTAI- T?00 N AVTIUET?MION OT? TNV TAELP? TNC
YUVO KOG TV NOV TNC TITPIAPXIK?C KOIVWV 201G 200 KOIL N ATEIKAVIOT TWV P7AWV TOL N 201a N
KoIvov?a LTIOB?AAEL OTN yuva KA.

Hedda Gabler

AT? TA THO dLVAT? ?pyd TIOL ?X0ULV YPAPIE?- TPAYUATEZETAL TN OVAN, TOV ZAEYX0 KAl TNV ETIPPO?
TIOU €THOUPE? KA TIOV, KAT' ETTXKTOCN, 0OKE? 0 K20 VOPWIOG 0TOV PAN0, EV? TPZAANAA
OlEPELV?TAL TO A200NUA KO N CNUAC?0 TNG EAELOEPUC, TNG UTOTAY?C KAl TNG avep?ravng
HE?waNC.

The Master Builder

H 1otop?a 10U MPWION?0TOPA, ?X0VTOC OPKET?C OLOI 2TNTEG OTN 370N TNE HE TO 7py0 VTd
K?UTAEP, AQOP? TNV ETIPPO? EGTIOTUNVN 2UWE OTIC TPOOWTT K 2¢ 0OLVA L7EC KO OVOTQ?AEIEC, TIOU
AEITOLPYOV WG KVNTPO VI TN XEIPAYANON.
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